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site. An archeologist showed us in
workroom 100 pieces of a Shang dyn
pot that he is slowly reconstruct
About 30 archeologists work for
museum.

On the following day, we drove
three hours in three Mitsubishi wh
buses through the countryside to
ancient (A.D. 600-1,000) Changsha ki
site. On the way, I saw only thr
repeated messages on billboards: h
only one child, obey the traffic law
and do not drink and drive. Also
the way, rice paddies, blue truck
human pulled carts, and small villa
whirled by us as we moved from paved
increasingly rougher and narrower di
roads. Our bus had to stop for
funeral proceeding down the strxeet. T
family members dressed in white wi
white hats. One person held a lar
photograph of the deceased, and othe
carried a brightly colorxed pa
dragon. The body covered with bright
decorated paper was carried on pole
Firecrackers went off fore and a
sending momentary smoke and noise in
the air. Once it had past, we we
again on our way until the irrxigati
ditches, potholes, and eroded
forced the drivers to halt.

From here we walked for half
hour through horticultural hamlets w
a lifestyle thousands of years o
Water buffaloes plowed the pad
while people bent over planting
weeding the rice plants. Rice pad
with tender green shoots graced
landscape as far as the eye could
across the valley. We passed thr
small hamlets with sun dried mud b
houses, some with thatched roofs,
with tile. Laundry floated on
lines. Chickens pecked freel
mother and baby pig lay by the si
the path. Women slapped wet c
with wooden paddles at the pond's
Wooden huskers, wooden chairs,
wooden water buckets were the w
tools. We walked single file
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narrow mound of packed earth separating
the rice paddies. Men walked by us
with straw and rice bundles tied on
either side of a long pole. People
stared at us. On the ground, pottery
sherds were everywhere, some
earthenware, some stoneware, some
proto-porcelain (light green celadon
glaze). We saw the wasters--the piles
where all the mistakes were dumped.
Some sherds have raked designs, some
have light brush strokes. The ancient
tunnel-shaped kiln, one of many in the
area, was found when men were digging
an irrigation ditch. I was reminded of
the importance of pottery to
archeologists; it is made, transported,
used, and discarded. It cannot be
destroyed.

The next day found us deep in red
clay in the middle of Changsha at an

urban archeology site. Construction

had been stopped weeks ago while a team
of archaeologists came in to excavate
the recently discovered Western Han
dynasty graves (200 B.C. to A.D 100).
Song, the archeologist associated with
the Changsha Museum, orchestrated the
work of our 36 students on the dig. A
fully excavated grave revealed that
acid had destroyed the skeleton, but
bronze and pottery funerary objects
(both ceremontial and practical) were
intact. Our archeology delegation dug
at a tomb site that had been robbed;
we could easily see the disturbances in
the soil. We each had an opportunity to
dig and to carry the mud in two straw
baskets hanging from a wooden pole that
goes across the back.

We dumped the mud in refuse piles
where archeologists sifted through for
small, overlooked artifacts. Our
digging did uncover parts of a ding
(three-legged cooking pot) and black
lacquer ware.

A 4,000 Year Histoxy

In exploring archeology in China we
discovered the common concerns with
U.S.arxcheologists--the difficulty of

preserving a site, the concern for
funding and the need for greatex
funding, and the development and use of
up-to-date methods. We also discovered
some differences. In China, museums
are often built on the actual
excavation site, and many are more
modern than in the U.S, yet the
lifestyle surrounding them is still
often primarily horticultural. Tough
archeological laws protect sites.
Unlike the U.S., China preserves a
4,000 year written history of rulers
and dynasties along with the
technological achievements of the
distant past. Paper was made from rags
and wood fiber a thousand years before
Europe learned the technique. Books
were printed centuries Dbefore the
Gutenberg Bible in Europe. The Chinese
produced cast iron in the 4th century
B.C. about 18 centuries before Europe
discovered such an ability. They were
the first to discover the destructive
power of gunpowder and the more
restorative power of tea. Yet, today
China remains a land where one can
experience the living past.
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