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anthropological concepts such as myth,
incest taboos, or culture change.

When Allen teaches the course
again, she will incorporate recent
writers who, like Geertz, treat
anthropology as an interpretive
activity. George E. Marcus and James
Clifford recently edited an anthology
of articles titled Writing Culture: The
Poetics of Ethnography (Univ. of Calif.
Press, 1986). Anthropology as Cultural
Critique: An Experimental Moment in the
Human Sciences, by George E. Marcus and
Michael M. J. Fisher (Univ. of Chicago
Press, 1986), considers ethnography and
interpretive anthropology.

Allen intends to emphasize oral
traditions more, using her own Quechua
narratives; she finds anthropological
transcription--the fixing of word to
gesture in written form--challenging.
For example, Dennis Tedlock emphasizes
the dialogue between anthropology and
"the native." Translator of Popul Vu in
The Spoken Word and the World of
Interpretation, he looks at the
performance aspects of tradition, using
techniques of dramatic script and
concrete poetry to convey a sense of
the oral performance on the printed

page.

Robert Penn Warren once said that
fiction allows us to experience lives
beyond ourselves, "to live lives of
potential or unrealized selves....
Ultimately fiction can satisfy our
deepest need--the need of feeling our
life to be in itself significant."
That certainly echoes the definition of
culture--the webs of significance.
Ethnography can help us imaginatively
live in another culture and understand
why such behavior, perhaps vastly
different from our own, makes sense and
has meaning. Some novelists and
anthropologists are able to combine
both fiction and ethnography helping to
increase both our understanding of
ourselves and of our common humanity.

JoAnne Lanouette






