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Some common research methods uniting
the recent work of linguists in these

areas are: 1) reliance on direct
observation of the communicative event,
2) analysis of the interactions

themselves, 3) discovery of the
structure of the communicative events
to obtain a holistic, contextualized
perspective, 4) inclusion of the
perspective of the patient, defendant,
plaintiff, and learner as well, 5) use
of technology (audio and video taping
for example) to capture and freeze
event, 6) construction of meaning,
referential and inferential, by the
interaction of conversing participants,
and so forth. (shuy, 1984.) If
lawyers, doctors, and teachers use
these linguistic studies, they can
better serve their clients.
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