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Abstract Although numerous coastal marine species
show intra-speciWc lineage splitting and population diver-
gence times that date to the period of glacial cycles during
the Pleistocene epoch, reported instances of recent specia-
tion in the coastal marine environment are relatively rare.
Marine organisms with brood-protection and other repro-
ductive modes with limited dispersal potential have been
suggested to experience more frequent speciation and
extinction events than related species with higher dispersal
rates, but few studies have actually estimated divergence
times of sister species in these organisms. Here, two mito-
chondrial gene regions (cytochrome oxidase subunit I,
putative control region and upstream tRNAs) and a nuclear
gene region (Elongation factor 1� subunit intron 4) provide
evidence of recent (0.5–1.2 Mya) cladogenetic events in
four pairs of putative sister taxa in a predominantly North

PaciWc brooding subgenus of sea stars (Leptasterias subge-
nus Hexasterias). Calibration is obtained from a trans-arctic
migration in a related clade of sea stars (Leptasterias sub-
genera Hexasterias and Nesasterias) that is timed to the
opening of the Bering Strait at 3.5 § 0.25 Mya, and uncer-
tainty in the calibration point is accommodated with a
normally-distributed Bayesian prior probability. Similar
estimates of population splitting times for two of the pairs
of putative sister taxa were obtained by a multilocus coales-
cent analysis. Estimates of mitochondrial mutation rates
(0.01/My) were approximately 50% of the values calibrated
for sister species pairs in tropical sea stars and sea urchins.

Introduction

Cycles of glacial advance and retreat from the late Pliocene
to the Pleistocene epoch (which began 1.8 Mya) were
associated with major changes in the coastal marine
environment, including variation in sea surface and air
temperatures and changes in sea level and coastal hydrogra-
phy. Along the California coastline, periods of glacial
advance were also associated with altered patterns of near-
shore upwelling, as well as wetter climatic conditions near
the coastline that led to increased runoV through exposed
coastal canyons (see discussion and references in Dawson
2001; Jacobs et al. 2004; Hickerson and Cunningham
2005). These glacial cycles had important eVects on the
genetic structure of terrestrial and freshwater animal and
plant species (e.g., Avise et al. 1998; Bernatchez and Wil-
son 1998; Hewitt 2004), probably due to cycles of range
contraction and expansion coupled in some instances with
range fragmentation into disjunct refugia. In agreement
with temporal patterns commonly seen in non-marine ver-
tebrate species, several marine species along the PaciWc
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coast of North America show Pleistocene-dated divergence
of conspeciWc populations (e.g., Marko 2004; Wares and
Cunningham 2005; Hickerson and Cunningham 2005).
However, there are few examples for coastal marine ani-
mals in North America of divergence times of putative sis-
ter taxa that have been dated to the Pleistocene epoch, in
contrast to terrestrial animals, for which numerous exam-
ples of Pleistocene-dated speciation have been reported
(e.g., Knowles 2000; Lovette 2005). For example, only one
of 14 molecular phylogenetic studies of marine animals
along the PaciWc coast of North America that were
reviewed by Jacobs et al. (2004) reported interspeciWc
divergence times younger than 1.8 million years (My).
Such diVerences between terrestrial and marine systems
could reXect diVerences in the geographic extent and con-
nectivity of populations in the two environments (Dawson
and Hamner 2008), or could reXect the fact that taxonomic
delineation of marine species lags behind that of terrestrial
species, causing some recent speciation events in marine
animals to be unrecognized (Marko et al. 2003). A third
possibility is that prior surveys have under-sampled marine
species with brooded larvae and other non-dispersive
modes of reproduction. The survey by Jacobs et al. (2004)
did include several North PaciWc molluscan genera that
lack planktonic larvae, including one genus (Nucella) for
which molecular and morphological evidence for Pleisto-
cene speciation was recently reported by Marko et al.
(2003), suggesting that a broader survey of divergence
dates in marine invertebrates with brood protection and
other non-dispersive modes of reproduction might yield
additional evidence for recent speciation events. Examples
of Pleistocene-dated speciation are known for some tropical
and subtropical echinoderms that reproduce by pelagic
planktrotrophic larvae, including the sea urchins Diadema
(Lessios et al. 2001), Echinometra (McCartney et al. 2000)
and Eucidaris (Lessios et al. 1999) and the sea cucumber
Holothuria (Uthicke et al. 2005).

The present report concerns Leptasterias, a species-rich
(45 described species) genus of sea stars in the family Aste-
riidae, order Forcipulatida that is distributed throughout the
northern hemisphere in cold to temperate, predominantly
shallow-water environments. Members of the genus Lep-
tasterias are obligate lecithotrophic brooders (McEdward
and Miner 2001), in which females retain fertilized eggs
and larvae on the benthic surface, until the oVspring meta-
morphose into a crawl-away juvenile form. Among Leptas-
terias, the documented evolutionary consequences of
brooding (compared to related taxa with pelagic larvae)
include a reduction in gene Xow among local populations,
an increase in the importance of genetic drift (measured as
FST), a reduction in the amount of nucleotide diversity and
an increase in the rate of non-synonymous substitution in
protein-coding genes (Foltz et al. 1996a, 2004). An earlier

report (Hrincevich et al. 2000) of recent lineage splitting
events (0.04–2.3 Mya) in the genus Leptasterias involved
both intra- and inter-speciWc divergences, due to limited
taxonomic information. This earlier study also had other
potential limitations, including a rate calibration from tropi-
cal sea stars and no nuclear sequence data. Here, nuclear
and mitochondrial sequence data, calibrated from a trans-
arctic comparison of species in Leptasterias subgenera Lep-
tasterias and Nesasterias, are used to produce Bayesian
estimates of divergence times for four putative sister
species pairs in Leptasterias subgenus Hexasterias, all of
which are documented as having a brood-protecting mode
of reproduction. The estimated times of speciation (range
0.50–1.22 Mya) fall within the Pleistocene epoch, as does
the bulk of the 95% highest probability density interval.

Materials and methods

DNA extraction, PCR and sequencing

DNA was extracted from fresh, frozen or alcohol-preserved
sea star tube feet as in Foltz (2007) and from formalin-pre-
served tissues as in Foltz et al. (2007a). PCR reactions for
mitochondrial sequences were set up using a scaled down
version of the protocol in Hrincevich and Foltz (1996);
details of primers and reaction conditions for nuclear
sequences have been published elsewhere (Foltz et al.
2007b) or are in Electronic Supplementary Table S2. Cycle
sequencing was performed as in Foltz et al. (2007a, b).
Intra-individual nucleotide site heterozygosity and length
variation heterozygosity for nuclear sequences were
resolved as in Foltz (2007).

Taxon and gene selection

For phylogenetic reconstruction, data were obtained from
35 specimens of Leptasterias representing 13 nominal spe-
cies or cryptic species (Bickford et al. 2006). The taxo-
nomic status of the morphologically identiWed and/or
genetically identiWed cryptic species of Leptasterias
included in the analysis is discussed below. Four other for-
cipulate species (Evasterias retifera, Urasterias lincki,
Stephanasterias albula and a composite of Pisaster ochrac-
eus and P. brevispinus) were included as outgroups in the
phylogenetic reconstruction (Electronic Supplementary
Table S4). Evasterias was included in the analysis because
prior studies (Knott and Wray 2000; Foltz et al. 2007a) sug-
gested that this genus is the sister group to Leptasterias.
The remaining outgroups were chosen more opportunisti-
cally, based on the ability of PCR primers to amplify the
target regions and on the general rooting strategy of
Smith (1994). Although the Evasterias + Leptasterias clade
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is well supported (e.g., 100% bootstrap support from Foltz
et al. 2007a), the sister group to this clade is currently
unknown. The phylogenetic reconstruction was based on
two nuclear gene regions and two mitochondrial regions.
The nuclear regions were (1) intron 4 of the Elongation fac-
tor-1� subunit gene and (2) intron 5 and 7 combined for the
ATP synthase � subunit gene. The mitochondrial regions
were (1) a partial sequence for the cytochrome oxidase sub-
unit I gene and (2) an approximately 335-bp control region
with two upstream tRNA genes (Glu and Thr) and small
portions of the Xanking 12S and 16S rRNA genes. Further
details are in Electronic supplementary Table S2.

Phylogenetic and population genetic methods

The best Wt model from MrModelTest v. 2.2 (http://darwin.
uvigo.es/software/modeltest.html), obtained for each region
separately using the Akaike Information Criterion, is shown
in Electronic supplementary Table S2. The combined data
were then analyzed in MrBayes v. 3.1 (http://mrbayes.
csit.fsu.edu), using the overall Bayesian-bootstrap approach
of Foltz et al. (2007a) for the four regions treated separately.
Nucleotide diversities (�) with bootstrapped standard errors
were estimated using Tamura–Nei distances in MEGA v. 3.1
(http://www.megasoftware.net). The values were tested for
heterogeneity among genes and taxa using type III sums of
squares in PROC GLM in SAS v.9.1.3.

Estimation of divergence times

The various approaches to dating events in a molecular
phylogeny have been reviewed by Rutschmann (2006) and
Welch and Bromham (2005). Unlike some other computer
programs that require a Wxed topology and/or a point
estimate of one or more dated nodes, BEAST: Bayesian
evolutionary analysis sampling trees ver. 1.4.5 (http://
beast.bio.ed.ac.uk) allows for phylogenetic uncertainty as
well as uncertainty in the calibration data. The former
uncertainty is accommodated by estimating the phylogeny
along with the divergence time in a Bayesian MCMC
framework, and the latter uncertainty is accommodated by
putting a probabilistic prior on the date of the calibration
node (Drummond et al. 2006). Divergence times of nodes
separating four pairs of putative sister species in the sub-
genus Hexasterias were estimated with BEAST, using the
strict molecular clock model, the Yule speciation model and
the same nucleotide substitution models that were used in the
phylogenetic reconstruction (see Electronic supplementary
Table S2 for details). Leptasterias generally live in high-
energy rocky coastal environments at depths of less than
30 m (Fisher 1930), so fossil material is unavailable. In the
absence of fossil-derived dates, calibration of divergence
times was achieved by putting a prior probability distribu-

tion on the divergence time of a North Atlantic (Leptaste-
rias muelleri) and two North PaciWc (L. Wsheri and L.
stolacantha) representatives of Leptasterias. This analysis
assumes that L. Wsheri and L. stolacantha are more closely
related to each other than either is to L. muelleri. This
assumption is supported by the phylogenetic reconstruction
in Fig. 1, even though L. stolacantha nominally belongs to
a diVerent subgenus (Nesasterias) than either L. Wsheri or
L. muelleri. L. muelleri (and other North Atlantic represen-
tatives of the subgenus Leptasterias that were not sampled
in the present study) presumably represent trans-Arctic
migrants of ancestral PaciWc lineages after the opening of
the Bering Strait. We modeled this uncertainty by using a
normally-distributed prior on the divergence time of L.
muelleri versus L. Wsheri + L. stolacantha with a mean of
3.5 Mya and standard deviation of 0.25 Mya. A normally-
distributed prior is appropriate for biogeographic calibra-
tion dates, but generally inappropriate for fossil calibration
dates (Ho 2007). It is also generally assumed that the subse-
quent onset of Northern Hemisphere cooling has prevented
more recent gene Xow across the Arctic (Wares and Cunn-
ingham 2001, but see Addison and Hart (2005) for a
counter-example). The amount of uncorrected sequence
divergence between these two groups suggested that a nor-
mally-distributed prior on the mean rate of substitution of
approximately 0.010 § 0.004 substitutions/site/My for the
two mitochondrial genes and 0.004 § 0.002 substitutions/
site/My for the EF-1 � gene was appropriate. In each case,
the standard deviation was chosen to ensure that a range of
substitution rates including those close to (but not below) 0
were proposed in the MCMC sampling. Because the diver-
gence times from BEAST are TMRCAs (time to most
recent common ancestor) rather than actual speciation
times, we also calculated, where possible, divergence dates
for pairs of putative sister species using the coalescent-
based program IMa (http://lifesci.rutgers.edu/»heylab/
HeylabSoftware.htm#IM).

Results

The alignment used for phylogenetic reconstruction con-
sisted of 3,226 bp of concatenated mitochondrial and
nuclear sequence. Individual specimens were represented
in the analysis by 44.5–96.6% of this alignment; the
average coverage was 73% (see Electronic supplementary
Table S2). The analysis (Fig. 1) recovered nine clades
corresponding to traditional taxonomic categories with
bootstrap support >86%: genus Leptasterias, subgenus
Hexasterias, section Camtschatica of subgenus Hexaste-
rias, L. alaskensis, L. Wsheri, L. hexactis, L. leptodoma,
L. polaris and L. stolacantha. Two clades with 98–100%
bootstrap support conXicted with traditional taxonomy:
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L. aleutica + L. camtschatica and L. Wsheri + L. stolacantha.
There was also support (66–100%) for morphologically-
identiWed cryptic species within L. aequalis. The taxonomic
implications of the phylogeny are discussed below. The
topology in Fig. 1 was unchanged if the analysis was run
after excluding the 140-bp repeat sequence present in
introns 5 and 7 of the ATP synthase � subunit gene (see
Electronic supplementary Table S2 for details). The nucle-
otide diversity values (Table 1) excluded the four outgroup
taxa in Electronic supplementary Table S4, but included
additional sequence data from 39 individuals (Electronic
supplementary Table S5) that lacked sequence information
for two or three of the gene regions included in the phylo-
genetic reconstruction. Nucleotide diversity values (�) var-
ied widely but not signiWcantly (P > 5%) among genes and
taxa.

Divergence times were estimated in BEAST for four
pairs of putative sister taxa in the subgenus Hexasterias
(Table 2) and for the trans-arctic comparison of L. muelleri
(Atlantic) with L. Wsheri and L. stolacantha (PaciWc). Three
Hexasterias taxa that each lacked an identiWed sister taxon
along the PaciWc coast of North America (L. alaskensis,
L. leptodoma and L. polaris) and one unidentiWed species
(Leptasterias sp. in Fig. 1) were excluded from the
analysis. Also excluded from this analysis were the ATP
synthase � subunit intron sequences, because of the unusual

evolutionary behavior of the 140 bp repeat sequence (see
Electronic supplementary Table S2). To validate the use of
the strict molecular clock model in BEAST, log-likelihood
values for phylogenies estimated with and without a
molecular clock assumption were compared in PAUP*
(Huelsenbeck and Crandall 1997), using best-Wt models
of substitution. For each of the three included gene
regions, the log-likelihood test statistic was not signiWcant
(P > 0.05, see Electronic supplementary Table S2 for
details). The estimated divergence times of sister taxa for
the control region and Xanking sequences ranged from 0.5
to 1.2 Mya (Fig. 2), and the highest posterior density
(HPD) upper bounds were 1.9 Mya or less. For this region,
the L. aequalis clade was dated at 1.9 Mya. The divergence
times of sister taxa that were estimated from the COI gene
fragment ranged from 0.5 to 1.0 Mya (Fig. 3). The 95%
HPD intervals for these nodes were all less than 1.8 Mya.
For COI, L. aequalis A and L. aequalis D were not jointly
monophyletic. Although BEAST can calculate the diver-
gence time of a non-monophyletic assemblage, the result-
ing value would not have the same meaning as for
monophyletic assemblages. The L. aequalis clade was
dated at 1.7 Mya. For the COI data, the only node that was
older than 1.8 Mya was the divergence between L. aequalis
and L. hexactis. Finally, for EF-1 �, missing data for
L. camtschatica meant that the divergence time of this

Fig. 1 Bootstrap consensus tree 
(100 replicates) from a gene-par-
titioned analysis in MrBayes v. 
3.1.1 of two mtDNA genes and 
three introns of two nuclear 
genes. Bootstrap support values 
as percentages are shown for all 
nodes. The scale bar shows the 
expected number of substitu-
tions per nucleotide site. Letters 
A, B, C, D, G and K in species 
names refer to putative sister 
species listed in Table 2
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species and L. aleutica could not be estimated. Also, L. aequ-
alis B and L. aequalis K were not jointly monophyletic for
this gene, nor were L. aequalis A and L. aequalis D. As a
result, for these four taxa only the divergence time of the L.
aequalis complex could be dated, at 2.3 Mya. The only pair
of putative sister taxa for which a divergence time could be
estimated from the EF-1 � gene fragment was L. hexactis C
and L. hexactis G, at 1.3 Mya. Other estimated dates for

this gene (Fig. 4) were also uniformly larger than the
corresponding dates for the two mitochondrial genes.

An alternative method of obtaining species divergence
times that were corrected for ancestral polymorphism was
provided by the program IMa (see Electronic supplemen-
tary Table S3 for details). This program provides a multilocus
coalescent-based Bayesian analysis of isolation and migra-
tion between two species that are thought to have diverged

Table 1 Number of individuals 
examined (N) and nucleotide 
diversities (�, as percentage, 
with standard error) for three 
gene regions in sea stars of the 
genus Leptasterias

Taxa Control region +
Xanking sequences

Cytochrome 
oxidase I

Elongation factor-1� 
subunit, intron 4

N � § SE N � § SE N � § SE

L. aequalis A 9 0.17 § 0.08 3 0.12 § 0.11 4 0 § 0

L. aequalis B 8 0.54 § 0.17 8 0.44 § 0.16 6 0.18 § 0.13

L. aequalis D 4 0.46 § 0.20 2 0.53 § 0.30 1 –

L. aequalis K 6 1.37 § 0.33 5 0.57 § 0.21 2 1.42 § 0.54

L. hexactis G 4 0.09 § 0.08 3 0 § 0 4 0 § 0

L. hexactis C 5 0 § 0 2 0 § 0 3 0.80 § 0.39

L. aleutica 3 0.62 § 0.26 3 0.35 § 0.20 0 –

L. camtschatica 4 1.15 § 0.33 4 0.47 § 0.20 2 0.39 § 0.28

L. leptodoma 5 0.23 § 0.13 3 0.94 § 0.33 5 0.83 § 0.26

L. alaskensis 2 0 § 0 3 0.65 § 0.30 2 2.64 § 0.73

L. stolacantha 2 0 § 0 2 0.19 § 0.18 2 0.20 § 0.19
L. Wsheri 3 0.37 § 0.21 3 0.90 § 0.59 3 0 § 0

L. polaris 2 0.98 § 0.42 1 – 3 0.65 § 0.28

L. muelleri 2 0 § 0 2 0 § 0 1 –

Table 2 Summary of genetic and morphological diVerences between four pairs of putative sister species of Leptasterias whose divergence times
are estimated in Figs. 2, 3, and 4

a Note on taxonomy: L. aequalis K consists of PCR-RFLP haplotypes K/L/V; L. aequalis B consists of PCR-RFLP haplotypes B/X; L. aequalis
D consists of PCR-RFLP haplotype D; L. aleutica and L. camtschatica are from Flowers and Foltz (2001); L. aequalis A and L. hexactis C are
from Foltz and Flowers (2007); and L. hexactis G is from Foltz et al. (1996a)
b Genetic diVerences other than those depicted in Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4
c See Fig. S1 in the Electronic supplement for sources of distributional data
d L. aequalis D also has relatively fewer major and minor adambulacral pedicellariae than does L. aequalis A (Foltz et al. 1996b)

Putative sister speciesa Genetic diVerencesb Morphological diVerences Rangesc

L. aleutica versus 
L. camtschatica

Flowers and Foltz (2001), 
AMOVA P < 0.001

Morphologically distinct when 
sympatric at Kanaga Is., AK 
(Fig. 3 in Flowers and Foltz 2001)

aleutica: Kanaga Is. to 
Unalaska Is., AK

camtschatica: Attu Is. to 
Unalaska Is., AK + Pribilofs Is.

L. hexactis G versus 
L. hexactis C

Allozymic diVerences 
per Foltz et al. (1996a)

No. of actinal spines per ray 
(Flowers and Foltz 2001)

hexactis G: Cordova, AK to 
Balance Rock, BC

hexactis C: Port Renfrew, BC to 
Sekiu, WA

L. aequalis B versus 
L. aequalis K

No data No. of actinal spines per ray 
(Flowers and Foltz 2001)

aequalis B: Balance Rock, BC to 
Puget Sound, WA

aequalis K: Patricks Pt., CA to 
San Simeon, CA

L. aequalis A versus 
L. aequalis D

No data Morphologically distinct when 
sympatric at Sekiu, WA 
(Fig. 4 in Foltz et al. 1996b)d

aequalis A: Port Renfrew, BC to 
Doran Rocks, CA

aequalis D: Sekiu, WA to 
San Simeon, CA
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from a common ancestral species in the recent past.
Because of missing data, the analysis could not be per-
formed on the COI sequence data or for the L. aleutica/
L. camtschatica comparison. Also, the posterior density curve

of the divergence time estimate (t) was Xat for the L. hexactis
C/L. hexactis G comparison, possibly because the low
within-species nucleotide diversity values (see Table 1)
prevented the accurate estimation of eVective population

Fig. 2 Consensus tree from BEAST for the putative mitochondrial
control region and Xanking regions for four pairs of sister taxa (shown
in bold font) in the subgenus Hexasterias, with members of the subge-
nus Leptasterias included for the purpose of calibration. For the cali-
bration node (marked with an asterisk), the posterior distribution is
necessarily the same as the prior distribution. Sequences are numbered
as in Electronic supplementary Tables S4 and S5. Estimates of diver-

gence times in million years are shown for 13 clades [with 95% highest
posterior density (HPD) intervals in parentheses]. L. aleutica and
L. camtschatica do not form reciprocally-monophyletic clades in this
analysis. The scale bar shows the expected number of substitutions per
nucleotide site. Alignment lengths are shown in Electronic supplemen-
tary Table S2; other details as in Fig. 1

Fig. 3 Consensus tree from 
BEAST for the cytochrome oxi-
dase subunit I gene, with diver-
gence times shown for 12 clades. 
Other details as in Fig. 2
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sizes (Ne) for this pair of species. For the remaining two
pairs of putative sister species, the estimated divergence
time from IMa for L. aequalis A/L. aequalis D was 0.6 Mya
(95% range 0.1–1.2 Mya) and the corresponding value for
L. aequalis B/L. aequalis K was 0.7 Mya (95% range 0.2–
1.6 Mya).

Discussion

We hypothesized, based on earlier studies with smaller
numbers of taxa (Hrincevich et al. 2000; Foltz et al. 2007a),
that traditional taxonomic categories within the genus Lep-
tasterias, including the subgenera and sections depicted in
Fig. 1, would be reciprocally monophyletic. This hypothe-
sis was rejected for the subgenus Leptasterias, because the
clustering of L. stolacantha with two species in the subge-
nus Leptasterias (L. muelleri and L. Wsheri) suggested that
the monotypic subgenus Nesasterias should be dissolved
and L. stolacantha re-assigned to the subgenus Leptaste-
rias. Other phylogenetic relationships in Fig. 1 agreed with
past studies, such as (1) the position of Evasterias as the
sister taxon to Leptasterias, previously noted by Knott and
Wray (2000) and Foltz et al. (2007a), (2) the monophyly of
the genus Leptasterias and of the subgenus Hexasterias
(Foltz et al. 2007a) and (3) the monophyly of the Camtsch-
atica section (Hrincevich et al. 2000). Concordant mito-
chondrial and nuclear gene trees (details not shown) for two
nominal species, L. leptodoma and L. alaskensis, provided

additional support for their status as species with no
demonstrable taxonomic heterogeneity (Flowers and Foltz
2001).

The tangled taxonomic history of sea stars in the pre-
dominantly North PaciWc subgenus Hexasterias (six-rayed
forms) has been extensively discussed by Flowers and Foltz
(2001) and is brieXy reviewed in the Electronic Supplement
and in Table 2. Two sympatrically distributed pairs of puta-
tive sister species (L. aleutica/L. camtschatica and L. aequ-
alis A/L. aequalis D) show genetic and morphological
diVerences beyond those depicted in Figs. 1, 2, 3 and 4 and
likely correspond to conventional species. Two other parap-
atrically distributed pairs of sister species with less certain
taxonomic status (L. hexactis C/L. hexactis G and L. aequ-
alis B/L. aequalis K) might be phylogroups (in the sense of
Avise 2000) rather than sister species. However, conclu-
sions about the Pleistocene dating of lineage splits and spe-
ciation events in the subgenus Hexasterias are largely
unaVected by this taxonomic uncertainty. In particular, esti-
mated divergence times of lineages within the nominal spe-
cies L. aequalis, which includes at least two biological
species (L. aequalis A and L. aequalis B) are 1.9 Mya for
the putative control region and Xanking sequences, and
1.7 Mya for the COI gene (Figs. 2, 3).

As noted above, the divergence times estimated in
Figs. 2, 3 and 4 are TMRCAs rather than estimates of
actual species divergence dates. As a result, the time esti-
mates inevitably include an unknown but potentially long
period of time when the extant alleles were polymorphic in

Fig. 4 Consensus tree from 
BEAST for the Elongation fac-
tor-1� subunit gene, with diver-
gence times shown for four 
clades. Other details as in Fig. 2
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the ancestral species. This ancestral polymorphism is typi-
cally accounted for by either calculating the “net” between-
species divergence (e.g., Avise et al. 1998) or using the
internal branch length separating sister taxa (e.g., Wares
and Cunningham 2001). Both of these methods assume that
present-day diversities within sister taxa provide good esti-
mates of the amount of diversity and duration of the period
of ancestral polymorphism in the immediate ancestor of the
taxa concerned. In the present study, the approach of Avise
(2000) is used, in which the TMRCA for a pair of sister
taxa provides an upper (older) bound estimate of the diver-
gence time and the within-species TMRCAs provide a
lower (younger) bound estimate of divergence time. Sub-
tracting the average within-species TMRCA from the
between-species TMRCA is another way of correcting for
ancestral polymorphism, but this method involves the same
assumption as those described above. For some compari-
sons (e.g., L. aequalis B/L. aequalis K), the corrected diver-
gence times are dramatically reduced (from 1.2 to 0.4 Mya
for the control region and from 1.0 to 0.4 Mya for COI).
These corrected estimates are similar to the IMa estimate of
0.7 Mya. Other comparisons (L. hexactis C/L. hexactis G)
involve taxa with relatively little intraspeciWc divergence
and are largely unaVected by the correction (from 0.5 to
0.3 Mya for the control region and from 0.5 to 0.4 Mya for
COI). Corrected values could not be calculated for the
remaining comparisons in Figs. 2, 3 and 4, except that the
estimated divergence date for L. aequalis A/L. aequalis D
for the control region changed from 1.2 to 0.8 Mya, which
is similar to the IMa estimate of 0.6 Mya.

The mitochondrial substitution rates estimated by
BEAST (0.011 per My for the control region and 0.009 per
My for COI) are lower than values estimated for the COI
gene in tropical geminate species pairs in sea stars
(0.025 per My: Hart et al. 1997) and sea urchins (0.018 per
My: Lessios et al. 2001). The assumptions involved in cali-
brating substitution rates from comparisons of geminate
species pairs were discussed by Lessios (1998) and Lessios
et al. (2001), who noted that two tropical geminate species
pairs in the sea urchin genera Diadema and Meoma gave
nominal rate calibrations that were only 30–40% as fast as
for species pairs in six other sea urchin genera. Given the
variation seen among tropical echinoderms in divergence
values for geminate species pairs, meaningful comparison
to data for polar and subpolar species will require more
data. Although substitution rates have sometimes (e.g.,
Crame 1997) been suggested to be positively correlated
with temperature, there is little direct evidence to support
this hypothesis (Held 2001).

Opening of the Bering Strait has been conventionally
dated to 3.5 Mya (e.g., Vermeij 1991) with new fossils
extending the opening date to 5.3 Mya (Marincovich and
Gladenkov 1999; Gladenkov et al. 2002; Marincovich et al.

2002). The 3.5 Mya date was chosen as a more conserva-
tive calibration point, based on the relatively unambiguous
PaciWc to Arctic–Atlantic exchange, as observed from fos-
sils (e.g., Vermeij 1991). The older 5.3 Mya date supports
an earlier opening of the Bering Strait, but suggests Arctic
to PaciWc faunal interchange, with relatively little evidence
for the PaciWc to Arctic exchange observed in Leptasterias.
Using a 5.0 Mya calibration point with a standard deviation
of 0.25 to estimate divergence times in BEAST produced
means that were about 40% greater than those in Figs. 2, 3
and 4. The older date for the opening of the Bering Strait
still gave mean divergence times for pairs of sister taxa that
were less than 1.8 Mya, but the 95% HPD intervals
included dates as old as 2.7 Mya (or 3.7 Mya for EF-1 �).
This late Pliocene date coincides approximately with the
onset of Northern Hemisphere glaciation (Ravelo et al.
2004), and supports the suggestion that hydrographic and
climatic changes associated with glacial cycles over the
past 2.7 My have had important eVects on the genetic struc-
ture of Leptasterias populations.

The failure of any putative pair of sister taxa to show
reciprocal monophyly for the EF-1 � intron 4 sequences
(Fig. 4), as well as the larger divergence time estimates for
this gene when compared to the mitochondrial sequences, are
both consistent with the expected longer coalescence times
for nuclear sequences versus mitochondrial sequences. How-
ever, the magnitude of the diVerence in speed of coalescence
depends in part on population structure and possible Xuctua-
tions in population size, as well as on possible diVerences
between the nuclear and mitochondrial genomes in mutation
rates or natural selection (Hudson and Turelli 2003; Ray
et al. 2003). For the present data, the 95% HPD intervals for
the dates of particular nodes overlapped extensively among
genes, reXecting the inherent stochasticity of the coalescent
process. As a result, the observed among-gene heterogeneity
in divergence time estimates is not statistically signiWcant,
and demonstrating a genomic eVect (nucleus vs. mitochon-
drion) on divergence times of sister taxa would require a
larger sample of genes from the nuclear genome.

The evidence for genetic signatures of glaciation-related
diversiWcation in Leptasterias, apart from recent speciation
events, is somewhat equivocal. The � values in Table 1 for
the cytochrome oxidase subunit I gene were signiWcantly
smaller (P < 0.05 by one-way ANOVA in PROC GLM in
SAS after arcsine transformation) than the data for the
mostly tropical and temperate echinoderm species with
planktotrophic larvae that were reviewed by Foltz et al.
(2004), and the mean � value from Table 1 (0.37%) was
slightly smaller than that previously calculated for Leptas-
terias from a smaller number of sequences and species
(0.41%). Three species (L. aequalis A, L. hexactis G and L.
stolacantha) showed little or no polymorphism for any of
the three surveyed regions, suggestive of severe bottlenecks.
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L. hexactis G also has reduced allozyme heterozygosity
compared to other Leptasterias species (Foltz et al. 1996a),
which is consistent with the suggestion that some force has
reduced the genetic diversity throughout the nuclear and
mitochondrial genomes in this taxon.

Leptasterias is somewhat atypical of Arctic and sub-
Arctic sea stars, being one of the few genera (along with
Henricia and Pteraster) that have both a high latitudinal
distribution and a documented obligate brood-protecting
mode of reproduction (McEdward and Miner 2001). How-
ever, numerous major clades of Antarctic marine inverte-
brates are composed largely or exclusively of brooding
lineages, many of which are species-rich and all of which
are potentially impacted by southern hemispheric glacial
cycles (Pearse and Lockhart 2004). Detailed molecular pop-
ulation genetic analysis of these lineages may well uncover
many more examples of Pleistocene-dated speciation
events.

Acknowledgments Drs. S.W. Herke, J. Xing, M. Konkel and M.A.
Batzer provided technical advice concerning the PCR and cloning
reactions. Dr. R. Van Syoc arranged the loan of tissue pieces from the
California Academy of Sciences Collection. Drs. J.M. Flowers, A.W.
Hrincevich, M. Katoh, J.S. Pearse, V. Pearse, S.K. Sarver and W.B.
Stickle, Jr. collected some of the specimens. Drs. Hrincevich and
Axayacatl Rocha provided some of the mitochondrial sequences.
M. Heier, C. James and I. Nguyen assisted in the laboratory. Drs. J.M.
Flowers, B. Carstens and C.C. Austin provided helpful discussion and
comments. Funding was provided in part by NSF grant OPP-9707806
to D.W.F.

References

Addison JA, Hart MW (2005) Colonization, dispersal, and hybridiza-
tion inXuence phylogeography of North Atlantic sea urchins
(Strongylocentrotus droebachiensis). Evolution 59:532–543

Avise JC (2000) Phylogeography: the history and formation of species.
Harvard University Press, Cambridge

Avise JC, Walker D, Johns GC (1998) Speciation durations and Pleis-
tocene eVects on vertebrate phylogeography. Proc R Soc Lond B
265:1707-1712

Bernatchez L, Wilson CC (1998) Comparative phylogeography of
Nearctic and Palearctic Wshes. Mol Ecol 7:431-452

Bickford D, Lohman DJ, Sodhi NS, Ng PKL, Meier R, Winker K,
Ingram KK, Das I (2006) Cryptic species as a window on diversity
and conservation. Trends Ecol Evol 22:148–155

Crame JA (1997) An evolutionary framework for the polar regions.
J Biogeogr 24:1–9

Dawson MN (2001) Phylogeography in coastal marine animals: a solu-
tion from California? J Biogeogr 28:723–736

Dawson MN, Hamner WM (2008) A biophysical perspective on dis-
persal and the geography of evolution in marine and terrestrial
systems. J R Soc Interface 5:135–150

Drummond AJ, Ho SYW, Phillips MJ, Rambaut A (2006) Relaxed
phylogenetics and dating with conWdence. PLoS Biol 4:e88.
doi:10.1371/journal.pbio.0040088

Fisher WK (1930) Asteroidea of the North PaciWc and adjacent waters,
Pt. 3: forcipulata (Concluded). Bull US Nat Mus 76:1–356, plates
1–93

Flowers JM, Foltz DW (2001) Reconciling molecular systematics and
traditional taxonomy in a species-rich clade of sea stars (Leptas-
terias subgenus Hexasterias). Mar Biol 139:475-483

Foltz DW (2007) An ancient repeat sequence in the ATP synthase �
subunit gene of forcipulate sea stars. J Mol Evol 65:564–573

Foltz DW, Flowers JM (2007) Small-scale morphological diVerentia-
tion in three brooding sea star species with limited dispersal. In:
Proceedings of the 12th international Echinoderm conference,
Balkema, Rotterdam (in review)

Foltz DW, Hrincevich AW, Rocha-Olivares A (2004) Apparent selec-
tion intensity for the cytochrome oxidase subunit I gene varies
with mode of reproduction in echinoderms. Genetica 122:115-
125

Foltz DW, Stickle WB, Campagnaro EL, Himel AE (1996a) Mito-
chondrial DNA polymorphisms reveal additional genetic hetero-
geneity within the Leptasterias hexactis (Echinodermata:
Asteroidea) species complex. Mar Biol 125:569-578

Foltz DW, Breaux JP, Campagnaro EL, Herke SW, Himel AE, Hrince-
vich AW, Tamplin JW, Stickle WB (1996b) Limited morpholog-
ical diVerences between genetically identiWed cryptic species
within the Leptasterias species complex (Echinodermata: Aster-
oidea). Can J Zool 74:1275-1283

Foltz DW, Bolton MT, Kelley SP, Kelley BD, Nguyen AT (2007a)
Combined mitochondrial and nuclear sequences support the mono-
phyly of forcipulatacean sea stars. Mol Phyl Evol 43:627-634

Foltz DW, Nguyen AT, Nguyen I, Kiger JR (2007b) Primers for the
ampliWcation of nuclear introns in sea stars of the family Asterii-
dae. Mol Ecol Notes 7:874–876

Gladenkov AY, Olenik AE, Marincovich L Jr, Barinov KB (2002) A
reWned age for the earliest opening of the Bering Strait. Palaeogeo
Palaeoclimat Palaeoecol 183:321–328

Hart MW, Byrne M, Smith MJ (1997) Molecular phylogenetic analysis
of life-history evolution in asterinid starWsh. Evolution 51:1848–
1861

Held C (2001) No evidence for slow-down of molecular substitution
rates at subzero temperatures in Antarctic serolid isopods (Crus-
tacea, Isopoda, Serolidae). Polar Biol 24:497–501

Hewitt GM (2004) Genetic consequences of climatic oscillations in the
Quaternary. Philos Trans R Soc Lond B 359:183–195

Hickerson MJ, Cunningham CW (2005) Contrasting quaternary histo-
ries in an ecologically divergent sister pair of low-dispersing
intertidal Wsh (Xiphister) revealed by multilocus DNA analysis.
Evolution 59:344–360

Ho SYW (2007) Calibrating molecular estimates of substitution rates
and divergence times in birds. J Avian Biol 38:409–414

Hrincevich AW, Foltz DW (1996) Mitochondrial DNA sequence var-
iation in a sea star (Leptasterias spp.) species complex. Mol Phyl
Evol 6:408-415

Hrincevich AW, Rocha-Olivares A, Foltz DW (2000) Phylogenetic
analysis of molecular lineages in a species-rich subgenus of sea
stars (Leptasterias subgenus Hexasterias). Am Zool 40:365-374

Hudson RR, Turelli M (2003) Stochasticity overrules the “three-times
rule”: Genetic drift, genetic draft, and coalescence times for
nuclear loci versus mitochondrial DNA. Evolution 57:182–190

Huelsenbeck JP, Crandall KA (1997) Phylogeny estimation and
hypothesis testing using maximum likelihood. Annu Rev Ecol
Syst 28:437-466

Jacobs DK, Haney TA, Louie KD (2004) Genes, diversity, and geo-
logic process on the PaciWc coast. Annu Rev Earth Planet Sci
32:601-652

Knott KE, Wray GA (2000) Controversy and consensus in asteroid
systematics: new insights to ordinal and familial relationships.
Am Zool 40:382-392

Knowles LL (2000) Tests of Pleistocene speciation in montane grass-
hoppers (genus Melanoplus) from the sky islands of western
North America. Evolution 54:1337–1348
123

http://dx.doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.0040088


602 Mar Biol (2008) 154:593–602
Lessios HA (1998) The Wrst stage of speciation as seen in organisms
separated by the Isthmus of Panama. In: Howard DJ, Berlocher
SH (eds) Endless forms: species and speciation, Oxford University
Press, New York, pp 186–201

Lessios HA, Kessing BD, Pearse JS (2001) Population structure and
speciation in tropical seas: Global phylogeography of the sea
urchin Diadema. Evolution 55:955–975

Lessios HA, Kessing BD, Robertson DR, Paulay G (1999) Phylogeog-
raphy of the pantropical sea urchin Eucidaris in relation to land
barriers and ocean currents. Evolution 53:806–817

Lovette IJ (2005) Glacial cycles and the tempo of avian speciation.
Trends Ecol Evol 20:57-59

McCartney MA, Keller G, Lessios HA (2000) Dispersal barriers in
tropical oceans and speciation in Atlantic and eastern PaciWc sea
urchins of the genus Echinometra. Mol Ecol 9:1391–1400

Marincovich L, Gladenkov AY (1999) Evidence for an early opening
of the Bering Strait. Nature 397:149–151

Marincovich L, Barinov KB, Olenik AE (2002) The Astarte (Bivalvia:
Astartidae) that document the earliest opening of the Bering
Strait. J Paleontol 76:239–245

Marko PB (2004) ‘What’s larvae got to do with it?’ Disparate patterns
of post-glacial population structure in two benthic marine gastro-
pods with identical dispersal potential. Mol Ecol 13:597-611

Marko PB, Palmer AR, Vermeij GJ (2003) Resurrection of Nucella
ostrina (Gould, 1852), lectotype designation for N. emarginata
(Deshayes, 1839), and molecular genetic evidence of Pleistocene
speciation. Veliger 46:77-85

McEdward LR, Miner BG (2001) Larval and life-cycle patterns in
echinoderms. Can J Zool 79:1125–1170

Pearse JS, Lockhart SJ (2004) Reproduction in cold water: paradigm
changes in the 20th century and a role for cidaroid sea urchins.
Deep Sea Res II 51:1533–1549

Ravelo AC, Andreasen DH, Lyle M, Olivarez-Lyle A, Wara MW
(2004) Regional climate shifts caused by gradual global cooling
in the Pliocene epoch. Nature 429:263–267

Ray N, Currat M, ExcoYer L (2003) Intra-deme molecular diversity in
spatially expanding populations. Mol Biol Evol 20:76-86

Rutschmann F (2006) Molecular dating of phylogenetic trees: a brief
review of current methods that estimate divergence times. Divers
Distribut 12:35–48

Smith AB (1994) Rooting molecular trees: problems and strategies.
Biol J Linn Soc 51:279–292

Uthicke S, Purcell S, Blockmans B (2005) Natural hybridization does
not dissolve species boundaries in commercially important sea
cucumbers. Biol J Linn Soc 85:261–270

Vermeij GJ (1991) Anatomy of an invasion: the trans-Arctic inter-
change. Paleobiology 17:281–307

Wares JP, Cunningham CW (2001) Phylogeography and historical
ecology of the North Atlantic intertidal. Evolution 55:2455-2469

Wares JP, Cunningham CW (2005) DiversiWcation before the most re-
cent glaciation in Balanus glandula. Biol Bull (Woods Hole)
208:60-68

Welch JJ, Bromham L (2005) Molecular dating when rates vary.
Trends Ecol Evol 20:320–327
123


	Pleistocene speciation of sister taxa in a North PaciWc clade of brooding sea stars (Leptasterias)
	Abstract
	Introduction
	Materials and methods
	DNA extraction, PCR and sequencing
	Taxon and gene selection
	Phylogenetic and population genetic methods
	Estimation of divergence times

	Results
	Discussion
	References




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org?)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU <>
    /DEU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [5952.756 8418.897]
>> setpagedevice


