
METAL CAMPAIGN TORCHES
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SIPHON VENTED TORCHES COLORED GLASS
CAP TORCH
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The campaign torches of the 1880's illustrated in figures 65 through 77 on page 40

were shown in the 1888 "Illustrated Campaign Handbook" of The Unexcelled Fire-

works Company.

CYLINDER REVERSIBLE TORCH Figure 65

No example found.

This cylinder reversible torch with brass burners

and Russia-iron frames had an oil capacity of 1 pint.

SINGLE-SWING CAMPAIGN TORCH Figure 66

No example found.

Another torch illustrated in the trade catalog is this

single-swing torch with brass or tin burners with an

oil capacity of 1 pint.

DOME REVERSIBLE TORCH Figure 67

No example found.

The dome reversible torch is belie\ed to be of the

1888 period and has an oil capacity of \K pints.

ANGLE-FRAME SWING TORCH Figure 68

No example found.

Known as an angle-frame, double-swing torch with

an improved oil drip and wire frame, this torch has

an oil capacity of \]i pints.

DOUBLE-SWING GLOBE TORCH Figure 69

No example found.

This conventional-type torch was advertised as a

double-swing globe torch with either a brass or a tin

burner. The oil capacity was 2 pints.

SINGLE-SWING BALL TORCH Figure 70

No example found.

This well-proportioned torch is known as the single-

swing ball torch and is shown as it appeared in the

1888 trade catalog.

SINGLE-SWING EGG TORCH Figure 71

No example found.

Because of its shape, this torch is generally referred

to as an "egg torch." It has an oil capacity of 2

pints and the supporting frame may be either of the

single- or double-swing design.
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SINGLE-SWING ACORN TORCH Figure 72

No example found.

From the general style of this torch, one would

compare it with that described in patent 304919,

dated September 9, 1884 (fig. 38). Known as the

"acorn torch," the supporting frame could he either

that of the single- or double-swinging device. The
oil capacity is 1% pints.

DOUBLE-SWING CAMPAIGN TORCH Figure 73

No example found.

This torch, known as a double-swing parabola

torch, had an oil capacity of 2 pints.

UPRIGHT SIPHON-VENTED TORCH Figure 74

No example found.

One of three siphon-vented torches sold during the

campaign of 1888, this was of the stationary type,

had no swinging device, and was known as the

upright siphon-vented torch. It had an oil capacity

of 1 '-2 pints.

Figure 75SINGLE-SWING, SIPHON-VENTED
TORCH
No example found.

This torch had an oil capacity of 1^2 pints.

UNIVERSAL SWING-TYPE, Figure 76

SIPHON-VENTED TORCH
No example found.

This type of siphon-vented torch was known as the

universal swing type. The patent application claimed

that the burner used on these torches prevented over-

flowing, explosion, and gave a clearer and brighter

light with less smoke and liettcr combustion.

NICKEL-FRAME CAP TORCH Figure 77

No example found.

Besides the cap torches of light tin already discussed,

small lanterns were also manufactured for use on

blocked caps. An example of such a lantern, with

colored glass panels and a nickel frame, is illustrated

in figure 77. The height of the lantern was 5 inches.
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Figure 78.

—

Upright can-

AND-SOCKET TORCH, ciica

1888. (Smithsonian photo

49926-B.)

Figure 79.

—

Beaver-hat torch, \i

(Smithsonian photo 49457.)

Figure 80.

—

Tin torch, 1888,

with campaign medal

attached. (Smithsonian
photo 49927.)

UPRIGHT CAN-AND-SOCKET TORCH Figure 78

US.YM 227739 (Becker Collection)

Known as a can-and-socket torch, this torch has an

oil capacity of 1 pint and has burners of either

brass or tin. The torch illustrated is attributed to

the campaign of 1888. It has a bowl which measures

4% inches high and is 3]i inches in diameter.

BEAVER-HAT TORCH, 1 888 Figure 79

USNM 227739 (Becker Collection)

Similar to the idea patented in 1872 suggesting the

Horace Greeley hat, this torch imitates the beaver hat

for the Harrison cainpaign of 1888. A slogan was

devised around this hat which went as follows:

"Grandfather's hat fits Ben. He wears it with

dignified grace. So rally around, we'll put Uncle

Ben right back in his Grandfather's place." The

torch had the burner in the top of the crown and a

swinging device, both of which are missing in the

photograph. The crown of the hat is 4 inches high

with the diameter of the hat being 4!4 inches. The

brim is by, inches front to back.

TIN TORCH, 1888 Figure SO

USNM 227739 (Becker Collection)

Obviously, some thoughtful parader fastened an

1888 Harrison medal to this torch. The torch Irowl

measures 4}^ inches, both in diameter and in height.

P'igure 8 1
.

—

Double-swing

C.V. torch, circa 1889,

as shown in .sales catalog.

Figure 82.

—

Supporting

frame for torch, 1896, as

shown in patent 26200,

issued October 20, 1896.

The burner is made of tin, and the torch is painted

red on the upper half of the bo\\l and blue on the

bottom.

DOUBLE-SWING C.V. TORCH, Figure 81

CIRCA. 1889

No example found.

.\d\ertised as the "C.\'. Double Swing Torch" with

a tin i)urner and an oil capacity of 1 !< pints, this torch

appears in a trade catalog of 1889.
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Figure 83.

—

Sheep campaign torch illustrated

on a souvenir photograph, 1896. Original

photograph is in the private collection of

Grace D. Williams, Akron, Ohio.

SUPPORTING FRAME FOR TORCH, Figure S2

1896

No example found.

The supporting frame illustrated in this figure was

patented in 1896 by Octavia Frasher of Pittsburgh,

Pennsylvania. The feature of this patent was that the

entire frame could be made of one single piece of wire

and could slide over the end of the carr\^ing pole.

SHEEP CAMPAIGN TORCH, 1 896 Figure 83

No example found.

This unusual torch was made to resemble a sheep

and suggested the wool issue of 1896. The size of

the torch was 6 by 9 inches and the burner was

located in the top of the sheep's head. Application

was made for a patent on this device, and a photo-

graph of it was distributed by Schmid photographers,

716 Broadway, Buffalo, New York. The original

photograph from which this illustration was made is

in the private collection of Mrs. Grace D. Williams

of Akron, Ohio.

COMBINED LANTERN Figure 84

.\ND TORCH, 1897

No example found.

This combined lantern and torch, similar to those

patented by Walter C. Beckwith in 1888, was patented

Figure 84.

—

Combined lantern and torch,

1897, as shown in patent 585756, Issued

July 6, 1897.

by Nelson M. Hinman and John F. Hertzler of Law-

rence, Kansas, in 1897.'^ The model was designed

so that it could be carried either by a handle or with

a pole support. Lanterns similar to these were used on

the McKinley front porch during the campaign of

1896, as illustrated in figure 87.

LANTERN, 1 894 Figure 85

USNM (Political History Collections)

This lightweight candle lantern was patented

November 27, 1894, and was manufactured by R.

Givens, Corpus Christi, Texas. A wire bar is forced

down onto the top of the glass chimney by two springs.

The lantern is very simply constructed and may have

" .^s originally submitted, the patent request was rejected on

many grounds. In the first place, it interfered with earlier

lanterns patented by Seys (patent 532400 issued January 8.

1895, and patent 544833 issued .August 20, 1895), by Jarmin

(patent 530049 issued November 27, 1894), and Beidler

(patent 195744 issued October 2, 1877). Also, the patent offi-

cials could see no relation between the torch as such and the

lantern and, therefore, objected to the designation "combined

torch and lantern." Beidler's invention had proven that there

was no invention in making the spring coils integral with the

side arms or arranging them above the globe. Seys' invention

had proven that there was nothing new in hanging the lantern

in a common torch handle. This was also shown by a patent

granted to Seavey and Lauback (patent 365706 issued June

28, 1887)
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Figures 85 & 86.

—

Lantern, 1894,

on left (Smithsonian photo P-

63334). On right, combined

torch and cane, 1896 (USNM
227739; Smithsonian photo P-

6479)-

^l^^^l^^^5&ill^2^««^ T*


