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THE BIRDS OF BERMUDA.

INTRODUCTION.

It was with considerable diflfidence, notwithstanding the very flatter-

ing nature of tbe invitation sent to me, that I consented to appear a

a third time in print on the avi-fauna of the Bermudas, and I trust that

a knowledge of this fact may go far to excuse my presumption in rang-

ing myself among the learned professors and men of science who con-

tribute to this work, and also the numerous short-comings in my par-

ticular department. I was puzzled for a long time how to begin my
task, finally deciding to present, as a brief history of the Birds of the

Bermudas, my original notes j^ublished in the "Field" newspaper in

1875, and in the "Zoologist" in 1877, thoroughly revised and brought

u\) to date, with the addition of the synonymy and measurements of

each species taken from the highest American and European authorities.

I fear a long introduction will be considered out of i)lace in a work

like this, but, as it may possibly prove of interest to any naturalist con-

templating a visit to the islands, I have ventured to rewrite a large

portion of my original j)reface, as follows :

In March, 1874, when ordered to the Bermudas to complete my tour

of foreign service, I made diligent and most anxious inquiries about the

birds likely to be found there, and I must say the answers I got from

brother officers and others who were familiar with the islands were any-

thing but satisfactory in an ornithological point of view. I was informed

that birds were few and far between, with the exception of one or two

common resident species, and a casual flock of plovers or waders in the

autumn mouths. My ardor cooled to zero abruptly. I looked forward

to the red, blue, black, and white birds of my informants, and the un-

certain and erratic Plover, with a sigh of despair! Should I take a gun

at all, to lie idle in the damp corrosive climate to which I was bound?

However, on board the good ship Severn—a hired transi)ort, which

conveyed the company of Eoyal Engineers, to which I then belonged,

across the Atlantic—I found some officers of H. M. Fifty-third Regiment
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returning to Bermuda from leave in England, one of whom (Captain

Eooke) was a great sportsman, and had shot and collected some birds

during his previous residence in the " beautiful isle of the sea." His

account was decidedly reassuring. He spoke of twenty or more species,

and delighted my ears with the magic words—"Teal" and "Snipe." I

was thankful then that my trusty IG-bore was lying snug and safe in

my cabin, ready to add to the Bermuda lists when called upon.

We left Gibraltar on the 12th, but did not land in Bermuda till March

30, owing to a pleasant head-wind and somewhat limited powers of

locomotion. My note-book was started next day—our first on shore

—

and was religiously kept up from that time till June 3, 1875, when I left

again for English soil.

Situated in latitude 32° 15' north, and longitude 64° 51' west, 600

miles or more from the great North American continent, and exposed

to the full force of ever-varying gales, the long, narrow group of islands

known as the "Bermudas" offer a harbor of refuge to many a weary,

storm-beaten migrant on its passage north or south, and in consequence

we find a great many genera of the North American avifauna repre-

sented in the visiting list. On this subject my friend, Mr. J. Matthew

Jones, of the Middle Temple, editor of " The Naturalist in Bermuda"

(1859), remarks: "That the Bermudas afford an excellent position from

whence to observe the annual migration of many species of the feathered

tribes of America cannot be doubted. Equidistant, or nearly so, from

the shores of Nova Scotia, the United States, and the West Indian

archipelago, they present, as it were, a casual resting-place to many

birds while traversing the broad expanse of ocean which forms the

eastern limit of their great line of flight."

Some species, as the American Golden Plover, American Snipe, Sora

Kail, Night Hawk, Yellowshanks, &c., seldom fail to appear every au-

tumn, and may be set down as regular visitors, i^robably from the fact

that their line of migration is direct from the northeastern coasts of the

continent to the West Indies and tropical South America ; but, as will

presently be seen, the great bulk of the recorded species are irregular

or accidental visitors, whose migratory journeys are less ambitious, and

who are blown off' the mainland by unfavorable winds. That fresh

species will from time to time be added to the present list is more than

probable; in fact, it is possible that the whole migratorj- avi-fauna of

North America may eventually be recorded as Bermudiau. When such

iliminutive flyers as the Ruby-throated Humming-bird, Trochilus coin-
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bris, and the Blue Yellow-backed Warbler, Parula americana, can find

their way across GOO miles of water in safety, where is the line to be

drawn 'i

With the exception of a solitary example of the European Skylark,

Alauda arvensis, and two of the European Snipe, Gallinago media, the

whole of the birds recorded in the Bermuda list are included in that of

Xorth America, and no species has as yet been discovered peculiar to

the islands. This, if we accept the theory of the comparatively recent

''^^olian" formation of the group, is not to be wondered at. At one

time I actually had great hopes of establishing a real '^Indian species,

as I several times observed a small brown bird, remarkably shy and

mouse-like in its habits, among the dense rushes and scrub of the larger

swamps, and this I could not refer to any known Xorth American form.

I had a good view of one, too, close to me, one Sunday afternoon (of

course it was a Sunday, when 1 had no gun with me), and carefully took

stock of the little fellow; but as I never succeeded in procuring a speci-

men, I must perforce leave the question undecided, in the hope that

some one may be more fortunate in this respect than myself.

Rejecting doubtful occurrences, one hundred and eighty-one species

are known to have occurred in the Bermudas up to June 3, 1875. Since

then five more have been added, making a total of one hundred and

eighty-six species entitled to a place in the list of Bermudian birds.

During the fourteen months I resided there, no less than seventy-nine

species were recorded, sixty-eight of these by myself personally. I was

only able to obtain specimens of sixty-one of these, but that, of course,

far exceeded my original expectations. The winter of 1874-'75 was not

exactly a favorable one for a collector, few violent storms occurring at

critical times to drive the birds to the strange and unexpected shelter

in mid-ocean. I worked hard—as hard, that is to say, as my multi-

farions duties as an engineer officer would permit—but many things are

against the study of ornithology in the Bermudas. In the tirst place,

the peculiar elongated shape of the group of islands, and the long dis-

tances between the various swamps and "likely" places, to say nothing

of the indifferent character of the roads, render it no easy task to

"register" even a particular district in the course of an afternoon. The
climate, too, except when the wiiul is from the north in winter time, is

warm and damp, and much against a long struggle through the sage

bush and scrubby cedars which clothe the hills, or over the rough, steel-

pointed rocks of the shore. Then there is such an extent of cedar forest,
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dotted here and there with patches of highly-cultivated garden, that it is

hard to find birds, or, when found, to follow them up. Mosquitoes are

frightfully large and ferocious in summer and autumn, especially in and

around the ponds and swamps. Many a time have I lost a long-

expected shot by having to brush the little torments in dozens from my
nose and eyes. And as to believing a word the good-natured colored

people tell you about the extraordinary birds they see, it is simply

impossible.

But, iu spite of these drawbacks, I enjoyed my ornithological labors

vastly, and look back with pleasure not only to the successful stalk or

lucky snap-shot which occasionally rewarded my exertions, but also to

the numerous instructive hours I passed, field-glass in hand, in the deep-

est recesses of the swamps or on the open shore, watching the agile

Mniotilta varia and the comical Totamis solitarius, or listening to the

loud musical "chip" of Seiurus noveboracensis, and the harsh, grating

cry of the Phaetons.

In the following notes I have largely availed myself of those of Col-

onel Wedderburu (late Forty-second Highlanders) and Mr. Hurdis (for-

merly controller of customs in the islands), which have already been

given to the public in a little work, entitled " The Naturalist in Ber-

muda," to which I have before alluded; also of the collection of birds

formed, during the last twenty-five years, by Mr. Bartram, of Stocks

Point, near St. George's. I trust I may be held excused for the con-

stant references to these sources of information, both by the gentlemen

named and by the indulgent ornithological reader. Colonel Wedder-

buru and Mr. Hurdis compiled their valuable notes long before my time,

as may be inferred from the date of the book mentioned (1859) ; and

since their departure no one, except my friend Mr. J. M. Jones, apj)ears

to have kept any record of the bird-life of the islands— more's the pity.

With Mr. Bartram, now an elderly man, I struck np a great friendship,

and I spent many an afternoon poring over his birds. He has about

one hundred and twelve species, all collected and set up by himself, and

a carefully kept note-book relating to their capture. His collection is

the oidy one of any note iu the islands and contains numerous unique

examples of rare stragglers. An old soldier, settling at the expiration

of his service on the picturesque promontory of Stocks Point, where he

still resides, Mr. Bartram has added the study of natural science to that

of fanning; and, in addition to producing the best arrow-root in the

place, he has a turn at geology, conchology, ornithology, and several
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other "ologiesj" writes on scientific subjects to the local papers; and

smokes his pipe in his museum, monarch of all he surveys—a commen-

dable example to the British army.

These, however, are not the only assistants, past or present, that I

met with. My friend Colonel Bland, Koyal Engineers, an excellent orni-

thologist, though he was too much engrossed with the cares of the royal

engineer's office to accompany me in many of my excursions, helped me
much in my identifications, which his knowledge of Canadian forms

greatly aided; while Mr. J. M. Jones, besides placing his note-book at

my disposal, was always ready with a suggestion or kind word of en-

couragement. Lieutenant Denison, Eoyal Engineers, my companion in

many a bird-hunt in days gone by, arrived in Bermuda in January, 1875

—

too late, unfortunately, to take much part in my labors. On him has

devolved the task of checking and auditing my accounts, of remedying

numerous deficiencies, and of supplying much additional information

collected during his eighteen months' residence in Bermuda.

In conclusion I may add that my friend Mr. J. L. ITurdis has kindly

sent me his valuable MS. notes on birds made during his long sojourn

in the islands; that Mr. Bartram has written me most interesting and

graphic letters on recent ornithological occurrences ; and that our worthy

editor has never for a moment relaxed his energetic co-operation with

me in the work I have undertaken.

S. G.P
December, 1878.
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Oeder passeres.

Sub-order OSOINES.

Family TURDID^.

Sub-family TURDIN^.

Genus Turdus, Liuu.

1. Ttirdus migratorius, Linn. American Robin; Red-breasted Thrush.

Tardus migratorius, Linn., Forst., Vieil., Wils., Bp., Nutt., And., and of authors

generally.

Merula migratoria, Sw. & Rich.

Turdua canadensis, Briss.

Length, 9.75; wing, 5.43; tail, 4.75; tarsus, 1.75,

Mab.—Continent of North America and portions of Mexico. West

Indies rarely. Accidental in Europe. (Coues.)

By no means common, but occasionally arrives singly or ^u small

flocks, both on northward and soutliward migrations, especially the

former. Specimens were obtained in February and March, 1850, and

in March, 1855. One was sent to Mr'. J. M. Jones on November 24,

1871, when several others were seen. I saw one near Hungry Bay on

October 29, 1874. Mr. Bartram obtained one at Stocks Point about the

same time, and Lieutenant Denison, Royal Engineers, records one shot

in Devonshire Swamp on the 27th November, 1875 ; these last-named

occurrences establishing beyond doubt the autumnal appearance of

the species, which had not been recorded in former years. Like many

other migrants, the Robin would seem to modify its habits considerably

on tinding itself in a strange country, and to become shy and retiring

in disposition. The bird I saw took up its quarters in a thick mangrove

swamp, and remained there, or in some tall thick cedars hard by, for

several days. An intelligent colored boy in charge of cattle on an

adjoining meadow, who really does know how to describe a bird, saw it

frequently, and told me it was very wild and hard to get near. This is

very unlike the Robin I have met with in Canada and the United

States. It is a thousand pities that this fine bird cannot be persuaded
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to stay and breed in Bermuda, and to add its music to that of the com-

mon resident species. Colonel Wedderburn mentions (Xat. in B., p. 27)

that a portion of a small liock of unfortunates, which made their

appearance in February, 1850, was spared, with the hope that they

might be tempted to remain; but they all disappeared in a few weeks'

time, not leaving a single straggler.

2. Turdiis mustelinus, Gm. Wood Thrush.

Turdus mustelinus, Gm., Lath., Vieil., Bp., Nutt., Aud., and of modern authors.

Merula mustelina, Rich.

Turdus melodus, Wils., Turdus densus, Bp., Hylocichla mustelina, Bd.

Length, 8.10; wing, 4.25; tail, 3.05; tarsus, 1.2G.

Eab.—United States, east of Missouri Plains, south to Guatemala,

Cuba, Honduras, Bermuda. (B. B. and R.)

Only one appearance of this species is on record, viz, in the autumn

of 1849—a season also memorable in Bcruuula annals for an extraordi-

nary invasion of Swallows and Cuckoos, which took place throughout

the islands. Both Colonel Wedderburn and Mr. Hurdis obtained speci-

mens of this Thrush, but Mr. Bartrain was not so fortunate.

3. Turdus swainsoni, Cab. Olive-backed Thrush.

Turdus minor, Gm., Vieil., Bp.

Turdus solitarius, Wils. Merula wihoni' S\v. &. Pich.

Turdus olivaceus, Gir. Merula oUracta, Brewer.

Turdus swainsoni, Cab., and of modern authors.

Turdus minimus, Lafresnaye, Bryant, Lawr.

Length, 7; wing, 4.15; tail, 3.10; tarsus, 1.10.

Hab.—The whole of North America, excepting, x)erhaps, the south-

western United States, south to Central America, New Granada, Ecua-

dor, and Cuba. Greenland, Europe and Siberia (accidental). (Coues.)

This species also A^sited Bermuda in small numbers during the pro-

ductive autumn of 1849, when a lew were obtained. It has since occurred,

at long intervals, in the antumn. Mr. Bartram's collection contains three

specimens of various dates. On April 20, 1875, I shot a fine male in

Smith's ]\rarsh, the first recorded instance of its vernal a})pearance.

The stomach contained four or five white grubs, and some fragments of

marsh plants. One was brought to Lieutenant Denison, Roj'al Engi-

neers, on the 22d September, 1875, and another (a male) killed by a boy

with a stick in Devonshire Swamp, on the 19th February, 1876.
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Sub-family MIMING.

Genus Mimus, Boie.

4. Mimus carolinensis, (Linn.) Gray. Cat-bird.

Muscicapa carolinensis, Liun.

Tardus carolinensis, Liclit.

Orpheus carolinensis, Aud.

Mimus carolinensis, Gray, Bd., and of modern authors.

Galeoscoptes carolinensis, Cab., Bd., Snniich., Scl., Stev.

Felivox carolinensis, Bp.

Tardus felivox, Vieil., Bp.,Nutt., Aud.

Orpheusfelivox, Sw. & Rich., Aud.

Mimus felivox, Bp.

Tardus lividus, Wils.

Length, 8.85 ; wing, 3.65 ; tail, 4 ; tarsus, 1.5.

Sab.—United States, north to Eed Eiver and Saskatchewan ; west to

the Columbia, to Utah, Wyoming, aud Colorado; south to Panama,

Mexico, Cuba. Eesideut in Southern States (Coues).

Locally termed "Blackbird." Resident and abundant; its harsh,

mewing cry may be heard all the year round, relieved in spring by a

weak but commendable roundelay. After a shower of rain in May or

Juue the marshes appear literally alive with these sprightly birds, and

a most agreeable concert takes place amoug the males, prolonged till

dusk should the weather continue fine. Ou ordinary occasions durihj^

spriug time they sing a good deal, but rain seems to delight them be-

yond measure. They are at most times remarkably bold birds, aud fol-

low an intruder through the swamp or cedar grove, perching close to

him and scolding most unmusically; but when a pair have a nest they

are far more suspicious, and silently leave the neighborhood of their

home. The hen bird sits very close on her eggs, but when disturbed

darts rapidly away, returning as quickly and noiselessly when danger is

past. Niditication commences about the end of March and again at the

end of May, two broods being reared. The nest is a large clumsy struct-

ure, built of dry grasses, weeds, and twigs, lined with small rootlets.

It is very often ornamented externally with rags, bits of paper, skele-

ton leaves, «S:c., according to the quaint fancy of the architect. The

usual site is in a cedar branch or lemon tree, at from three to eight feet

from the ground ; but occasionally an ambitious pair will go a few feet

higher. Eggs deep blue, with a greenish tinge, .92 in. by .68 in., usually

four in number. Among the numerous nests I examined I found a con-

siderable proportion to contain one agg much shorter and rounder than



BIRDS OF BERMUDA. 17i^

the other three. In one case tliis egg was almost a perfect sphere.

There being but few grapes or wikl fruit grown in Bermuda to attract

these mischievous birds, they are not looked upon with the same dis-

favor as in the United States. Mr. Hurdis mentions two instances of

the occurrence of this species in mottled plumage, and I was told of

one being seen, while I was there, with a good deal of white about it.

Family SAXICOLID^.

Genus Saxicola, Bechst.

5. Saxicola cenanthe, Bechst. Wheatear.

MotacUla cenanthe, Linn.

Saxicola ananthe, Bechst. , and authors generally.

Saxicola ocnanthoicles, Vig., Cass.

Length, 6; wing, 3.45; tail, 2.50; tarsus, 1.05.

Hab.—An Old World species (Europe, North Africa, and Asia).

Abundant in Greenland. Found probably as an autumnal migrant in

Labrador, Canada, Nova Scotia, &g. Very occasional in the Eastern

States: Long Island. (B. B. & E.)

This bird, a waif and a stray from Europe, via Greenland, to the

American continent, has actually found its way to these remote islands.

One was shot by an officer of the garrison, near the light-house, on Oc-

tober 5, 184G; the tail, unfortunately, was the only portion preserved,

but this was sent to the late Mr. Yarrell, who confirmed its identity.

Another was seen frequently by Colonel Drummond and Colonel Wed-

derburn, near St. George's, in March, 1850, but baffled all their attempts

to obtain it. Whether these two examples came direct from Greenland,

or were blown off the American coast, is an inscrutable mystery. No

others have since been recorded.

Genus Sialia, Sw.

6. Sialia sialis (Linn.) Hald. Eastern Bluebird.

MotacUla sialis, Linn.

Si/lcia sialis. Lath., Vieil., Wils.

Saxicola sialis, Bp.

Ampelis sialis, Niitt.

Sialia sialis, Hakl. and modem authors.

Sialia tvilsoni, Sw., Aud.

Erythaca (Sialia) TVilsoni, Sw. & Rich.

Length, C.75; wing, 4.00; tail, 2.90.

Hab,—Eastern faunal area of temperate North America, north to 48°

;

west to Western Kansas (to Colorado, Holden) and Lower Missouri re-

gion; Bermuda, Cuba. (Coues.)
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The Bluebird is oue of the resident species, and is very common. It

is also migratory, arriving in small flocks after heavy gales in the winter

months. Colonel Wedderburn observed them in large flocks at Ireland

Island on January 5, 1848; and my friend Mr. J. M. Jones records

their appearance in smaller bauds in the Novembers of 1866 and 1871.

I have frequently noticed a sudden increase in the numbers of this spe-

cies in the winter, but the visitors ai)i)ear to leave again in the early

spring, taking with them doubtless some of their 'Mudian brethren, for

no perceptible accession of strength is apparent during the ensuing

summer, and, as will presently be seen in a quotation from Mr. Hurdis'

notes, so many occasionally take their departure as to cause a percep-

tible diminution in the numbers of the resident birds.

Mr. Bartram, an excellent authority, inclines to the belief that they do

not migrate, but merely collect into flocks for the winter, but with all due

deference to hiju I think the following account by Mr. Hurdis is suffi-

cient to prove their migratory habits in the islands. "Although this

beautiful j^nd familiar bird appears to be a permanent resident in the

Bermudas, vast flights of them sometimes arrive from the American

coast. This was particularly the case as observed by Colonel Wedder-

burn in the winter months of 1848. In December, 1849, I fell in with

a large flock of these birds in Paget Parish. There was an appearance

of wildness and vigor about them which convinced me they were

strangers. A small party of eight or ten birds of a different species

was observed in the midst of these Bluebirds, moving with the flock from

place to place. I contrived to get within range of the small party and

brought down one specimen, which proved to be a Cedar Waxwing
{A. cedroriim), in beautiful plumage, but wanting the waxen appendages

to the secondaries. It was, consequently, a young bird of that year.

Now the Cedar Waxwing is a rare visitant in the Bermudas and is never

known to breed there. These Cedar-birds, then, must have arrived

recently in these islands, and in all probability had traversed the ocean

in company with the flock of Bluebirds they were associating with.

"There is reason to believe that numbers of the native Bluebirds leave

the Bermudas with these large migratory flocks, thereby causing, as in

the summer of 1851, a comjiarative scarcity of that bird ; indeed, but

for this supposed movement, it would be difficult to account for the

annual increase of the native birds.

This is, to my mind, the most delightful of birds, and certainly the

flower of the limited flock of Bermuda residents j its brilliant i)lumage,
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vivacious manners, and pleasant warble render it an object of interest

to all ; while its confiding and fearless nature in the breeding season,

and the number of noxious insects it destroys, cause it to be strictly

protected throughout the islands. The male bird in spring, when the

sun's rays illumine his dazzling blue plumage, is iierfectly lovely ; he

flashes across the road like a ray of azure light, and seems actually to

blaze with intense color from among the sombre foliage of the cedars,

nis spouse is far more sober in lier attire ; but she too puts on nuptial

attire and looks uncommonly smart in April and May, when she acquires

an unusually vivid blue, and much suffusion of reddish brown about the

head. I accidentally shot one in this plumage one afternoon, thinking

it was a stranger, so much did it differ from the ordinary female. They

breed twice, and, I believe, in some cases thrice; I have seen fresh eggs

on April 4, and as late as June 19. Eggs four or five, delicate pale

blue, unspotted, .85 inch by .68 inch. Nest of grasses and bents, in all

manner of places. I have found them commonly in holes ni old (]uarries

or road-side cuttings ; also in crevices of walls ; in rocks, even when

some little distance from the shore ; in holes in trees ; on the branches

of trees ; in stove and water-pipes ; in calabashes, boxes, &c., hung up

for them in the verandas of houses ; in the folds of a canvas awning

outside the door of one of the officers' quarters at Prospect Camp ; and

in several other curious situations. The female sits close, and I have

caught her on the nest. The young are strikingly spotted until their

first molt. The males sing much in the early morning in spring, both

stationary and on the wing, and continue their song, though with

diminished ardor, till an hour or so before sunset. A warm, sunny day

in winter, however, is the time to hear them in perfection, when a favor-

ite cedar grove will resound with their combined melody, each songster

perched on the very topmost twig of a tall cedar. The song is merely

a short, but sweet, wild little stave, sounding to me not unlike that of

the Blue Thrush {Monticola eyaneus), as I used to hear it from the

heights, far away above my head, on the rock of Gibraltar. The call-

note is a soft twitter; but they have also a loud double note, "cher-

wee," reminding one forcibly of that of an jEgkditis. Attemi)ts are

made frequently to bring up young birds from the nest, but they rarely

succeed. A few live ones are to be seen in captivity, presumably adults

captured by birdlime or in traps ; but as a cage bird it is a failure. It

occasionally drives the Red Bird {Gardinalis virginianus) from its nest,

even after eggs have been laid, and uses it as a foundation for its own.



176 BIRDS OF BERMUDA,

This is somewhat extraordinary, when one considers the formidable bill

of the victim ; but the Blue Bird is a determined little fellow, and for-

tune favors the bold. A great number of " crawlers "—long scaly grubs,

with no end of legs—are destroj^ed by these useful birds, who will sit

patiently watching for them on a convenient twig, swooping down on

the first comer and bearing him off in triumph. They will also dart

into the air after passing insects much like a Flycatcher, returning

each time to their starting-point. They are very bold in pursuit of

prey when they have young to feed, but always visit their nest with

extreme caution should an observer be near.

Family PARID^.

Sub-family SITTING.

Genus Sitta, Linn.

7. Sitta canadensis, Linn. Eed-bellied Nuthatch.

Sitta canadensis, Linn., Gm., Lath., Bp., Nntt., And., Bd., and other modern
authors.

Sitta varia, Wils.

" Sitta stulta Fieill.", (Bp.)

Length, about 4J inches ; wing, 2f

.

Eah.—North America, at large in wooded regions, but rather north-

erly (to 66° or farther) ; south, however, to the Mexican border. (Coues.)

One specimen only has been taken in Bermuda; this is in Mr. Bart-

ram's collection, and was shot by himself near his house at Stocks Point.

Family CERTHIAD^.

Sub-family CERTHIIN^.

Genus Certhia, Linn.

8. Certhia familiaris, Linn. Brown Creeper.

Certhia familiaris, Linn, and of authors—Vieil., Wils., Aud., &c.

Certhia americana, Bp., Nutt., Bd., &c., and nearly all local writers of eastern

United States.

Certhia mexicana, Gloger and Reich., &c. (A variety.)

Length, 5.50; wing, 2.60; tail, 2.90.

^a&.—Europe, North America at large, Mexico (var.). (Coues.)

Certhia familiaris, Brown Creeper.—A male bird of this species was

shot by Bendall, an old soldier of the Fifty-third regiment, out of three

or four seen in Devonshire Swamp, on November 24, 187G.
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Family MOTACILLID^.

Sub-family ANTHINJE;

Genus Anthus, Bechst.

9. Anthus ludovicianus, (Gm.) Licht. American Pipit.

Alaudahidovkiana, Gm., Lath. i

Anthus ludoviciaiiu^, Licht., Bp., And., Giraud, and modem authors.

Alauda rubra, Gm.
Anthus rtbeus, Merr.

Alauda pennsylvanica, Briss.

Anthux. pinnsylvavicus, "Zander". (Naum.)

Alauda rufa, Wile.

Anthus sjnnoletta, Bp.,Nntt., And.

Anihas aquatlcus, Sw. & Rich., A\id.

Anthus pipicus, Aud.,Bp.

Anthus reiyihardtii, Holboll.

Anthus hypogoius, Bp.

Leugtli, 0.50; wing, 3.45; tail, 2.95.

Hdb.—Whole of North America ; Mexico ; Guatemala ; Bermuda

;

Greenland; accidental in Europe. (Coues.)

Anthus htdovicianns, 'Brown Lark; Pipit.—Colonel Wedderburn has

a specimen in his possession, shot by Mr. Fozard on November 26, 1848.

There are two others in Mr. Bartram's collection, shot by himself near

St. George's.

Family ALAUDID^.
Sub-family ALAUDIN^.

Genus Otocorys, Bp.

K). Otocorys alpestris, Bp. Shore Lark, Horned Lark.

Alauda alpestris. Forster. , Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils., Bp., Nutt., And., and of

eiirlier authors generally.

Eremophila alpestris, Boie.

Philervnios alptstris, Brehm.,Bp., Keys. &i. Bias.

Otocorys alpestris, B]>., Gray, Cab.

Alauda cornuta, Wils., Sw. «fe Rich.

Eremophila cornuta, Boie, Bd., and recent American authors.

Phihremos cornutus, Bp.

Otocorys cornuta, Cab.

Length, 7.75; wing, 4.50; tail, 3.25; bill above, .52. (Bd.)

Hah.—Everywhere on.the prairies and desert plains of North America;

Atlantic States in winter; Bermuda; Europe; Asia.

Obs.—Var. chrysohcma, from southwest Territories of North America

and southward to New Granada. Var. leucolcema resident on the dry

interior plains from Iowa and Minnesota westward.

Bull. Nat. Mus. No. 25 12
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Three examples are recorded by Colonel Wedderburn: two at St.

George's, October 25, 1849, and one at Spanish Point, February 27, 1850.

In Mr. Bartram's collection are three specimens. 1 shot a fine male on

the north shore, close to the old lunatic asylum, on January 29, 1875.

It fell into the sea, in the middle of a huge mass of gulf weed, through

which I had to swim some distance for it. Fortunately, I was not ob-

served, or I might have found myself an inmate of the adjacent build-

ing. Lieutenant Denison, Royal Engineers, obtained two specimens,

after my departure, in January, 1876.

Genus Alauda, Linn.

11. Alauda arvensis, Linn. European Skylark.

Alauda arvensis, Linn.

Alauda italica, Gm.
Alauda vulgaris, Leach.

Alauda montana, Brehm.

Alauda cantarella, Bp.

Alauda dulcivox, Hodge.

Alauda japonica, pekinensis, intermedia, Swinhoe.

Length, 7.25 ; wing, 4.50.

Eab.—Europe generally ; Asia; Madeira; Bermuda (accidental); Egypt

and N, Africa.

Mr. Hurdis shot the only exami^le of this well-known bird on June 12,

1850, It had no appearance of being an escaped cage bird, and I do

not see why a strong gale should not have driven it even to such a dis-

tance from its ordinary line of flight. Professor Newton, in hi.s fourth

edition of Yarrell's " British Birds," alludes to this specimen in describ-

ing the geographical distribution of the species, but seems inclined to

doubt its being a genuine wild bird. It is worthy of remark that this

unfortunate bird was described to Mr. Hurdis by a "coloured" lad as

being "less than a pigeon, and of a light-green colour about the neck";

also as making a "curious noise" in the air, and as not knowing ap-

parently "how to get down again," finally " tumbling down like a stone."

This is a fair sample of the information one may expect in Bermuda.
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Family SYLVICOLID^.

Subfamily SYLVICOLIN^.

Genus Mniotilta, Vieill.

12. Mniotilta varia, (Linn.) Vieil. Black and White Creeping Warbler.

Motacilla vaiia, Liuu.

Certhia varia, Vieil., Aud.

Mniotilta varia, Vieil., Bp.,*Ord., Aud., and of later writers.

iSylvia varia, Bp.

Sylvicola varia, Rich.

Certhia macidata, Wils.

Mniotilta borealis, Nutt.

M. raria var. longirostris, Bd.

Length, 5 inches; wing, 2.85; tail, 2.25.

Hab.—Eastern North America, north to fur countries in summer
j

south to Mexico, Central America, and West Indies ; west to Kansas

and Missouri as high as Fort Pierre (Hayden) ; Bermuda (Cones).

In October, 1841), one example of this neat little warbler was shot at

St. George's, and two or three more seen between that town and Ham-

ilton. One was obtained at Ireland Island on October 27, 1852. Mr.

J. M. Jones shot one in Devonshire Marsh in January, 1871. I found

them quite common in the autumn of 1874 and winter succeeding it,

and obtained several specimens, chiedy in the tall cedars of Devonshire

Swamp and around Hungry Bay. This bird was one of my especial

favorites, and I used to sit for hours watching its quick and graceful

motions, and its dexterity in capturing insects. Its mode of "register-

ing" branch after branch, commencing at the bottom and ending at the

outermost twigs, is very like that of the Titmice.

Mr. Bartrara informs me that he shot a specimen in good plumage on

the 4th May, 1878. This must have been a spring visitor on its north-

ward journey, I imagine.

Genus Parula, Bp.

13. Parula americana, (Linn.) Bp. Blue Yellow-backed Warbler.

Partis americanus, Linn.

Motacilla americana, Gni.

Si/lvia americana. Lath., Ord.

Sylvicola americana Ord. Woodh.
Parula americana, Bp., Gosse, Bd., Hayd., and late writers.

Ficedula ludoviciana, Brms.

Motacilla ludoviciana, Gra.

Motacilla eques, Boddaert.

Sylvia torquata, Vieil.

Sylvia pusilla, Wils.

Sylvicola pusilla, Sw.
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Length, 4.75; wing, 2.34; tail, 1.90.

Hob.—Eastern North America, south to Guatemala, north to Nova

Scotia, west to Missouri, Mexico, West Indies, Greenland (Coues).

This diminutive bird seems hardly fitted for a journey of 600 miles

across the ocean. Nevertheless, five examples are on record, viz, one

shot by Canon Tristram at Ireland Island, on April 21, 1849 ; one found

by Mr. Hurdis in 1853, in a collection of Bermuda skins sent to him for

examination ; two others seen by myself,- one being shot near Devon-

shire Swamp on October 19, 1874. My bird proved to be a male in

brilliant plumage; the other, probably a female, escaped. The two

were fluttering and creeping about at the extreme end of a large cedar

branch, like a veritable Parus. Mr. Bartram shot one near his house

on the 26th March, 1878.

Genus Protonotaria, Bd.

14. Protonotaria eitrcea, (Bodd.) Bd. Prothonotary Warbler.

Moiucilla citroca, Bodd.

Mniotilla cUroea, Gray.

Protonotaria citraia, Bd. and later authors.

Helminihophaga citraa. Cab.

MotacWa protonoiarius, Gm.
Sylvia protonotarius, Lath., Vieil., Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aad.

Vermwora protonotarius, Bp., Woodh., Hoy.

Helinaia protonoiarius, Aud.

Helmitherus protonoiarius, Bp.

Length, 5.40; wing, 2.90; tail, 2.25.

Hah.—South Atlantic and Gulf States to Maryland and Pennsylvania,

and even Maine, Ohio, Illinois, Kentucky, Kansas, Missouri, Cuba,

Panama (Coues).

1 had the pleasure of examining and identifying a specimen of this

handsome warbler, the only one yet obtained, in Mr. Bartram's collec-

tion. It was presented to him by Mr. Hyland, jr., of Saint George's,

who shot it, near that town, out of a small flock of the species, in the

autumn of 1874, and had just been preserved when I saw it.

Genus Dendroica, Gray.

15. JDendroica wstiva, (Gm.) Bd. Blue-eyed Yellow Warbler ; Summer

Warbler.

AlotaciUa centiva, Gm.
Sylvia (Esliva. Lath., Vieil., Aud., Nntt.

Sylvlcola estiva, Sw. & Rich., Aud., Woodh., Hoy.

Dendroica aisiiva, Bd., Coues and late writers.

Sylvia carolinensis. Lath.
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Sylvia flava, Vieil.

Sylvia citrineUa, Wils.

Sylvia childreni, Aud.

Sylvin rathbonia, Aud.

Length, 5.25; wing, 2.66; tail, 2.25.

Eab.—Whole of ISTorth America through Mexico and Central America

into South America; West Indies (represented by several insular forms

apparently not specifically distinct) (Coues).

Mr. Bartram has two specimens in his collection obtained by himself

at different dates. Lieutenant Denison, Royal Engineers, has also two,

both males, shot in Devonshire Swamp on the 23d November, 1875.

16. Deiidroica virens, (Gm.) Bd. Black-throated Green Warbler.

Motacilla virens, Gm.
Sylvia virens, Lath., Vieil., Wils., Bp. Nutt., Aud.

Sylvicola virens, Bp., Aud., Woodh., Reinh.

Jtktmanphus virens, Cab., Sci.

Mniotilta virens. Gray, Reiuh.

Dendroica virens, Bd. and later writers generally.

Length, 5.00; wing, 2.58; tail, 2.30.

Hab.—Eastern United States to Missouri; south to Guatemala; acci-

dental in Greenland and Europe.

Another novelty brought to light in examining Mr. Bartram's birds.

He has three examples, one in the obscure plumage of youth, the others

in the ''fall" or female plumage of the adult.

A recent letter from Mr. Bartram contains the following: "On the

7th of May (1878) I shot a black-throated green Warbler showing a tri-

angular jet-black patch under the chin and throat, length 4| inches,

wing 2i, tail 2."

17. Dendroica ccerulesceiis^ Bd. Black-throated Blue Warbler.

Motacilla ccerulescens, Gm.
Sylvia ccerulescens, Lath., Vieil.

Dendroica cwndescenn, Bd., Mayu., Coues.

Motacilla canadensis, Limi.

Sylvia canadensis. Lath., Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Sylvicola canadensis, Sw., Rich., Bp., Aud.

Mniotilta canadensis, Gray.

Dendroica canadensis, Bd., Scl., and other late authors.

Sylvia pusilla, Wils.

Sylvia leucoptera, Wils.

Sylvia sphagnosa, Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Length, 5.50; wing, 2.60; tail, 2.25.

Hab.—Eastern United States to the Missouri. West Indies. (Baird.)

Two specimens of this striking-looking Warbler are in the Bartram
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collection, shot by Mr. Bartram in a field of arrow-root on bis farm not

many years since. No others are recorded.

18. Dendroica coronata, (Linn.) Gray. Yellow-rump Warbler.

MotaciUa coronata, Lion.

Sylvia coronaia, Lath., Vieil., Wils., Nutt., Aud.

Stjlvicola coronata, Sw. & Rich., Aud.

Dendroica coronata, Gray, Bd., Coues, and late writers generally.

Mntottlta coronata. Gray, Reiiih.

Sylvia xanthopygia, Vieil.

Length, 5.65; wing, 3.00; tail, 2.50.

JTab.—North America, excepting southwest Territories ; in the North-

west, across the continent, thence south along the Pacific coast to Wash-

ington Territory, Colorado, Arctic coast, Greenland, Mexico, Central

America, West Indies. (Coues.)

Several examples are recorded in "The Naturalist iu Bermuda."

Three of these were shot on Somerset Island by Captain Tolcher, Fifty-

sixth Eegiment, out of a flock of more than a hundred birds. In the

Bartram collection are four specimens. It was the commonest species

I met with in November and December, 1874, in the course of my even-

ing rambles among the cedar groves of Devonshire parish. Here I

obtained a few specimens, and could have shot many more had I Avished.

They were rather shy, and flew rapidly from tree to tree, with a loud

"chip" of alarm, showing the brilliant yellow of the rump plainly.

Those I shot were all in winter plumage, the yellow crown concealed by

brown leathers.

10. Dendroica castanca, (Wils.) Bd. Bay-breasted Warbler.

Sylvia castanea, Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Sylvicola castanea, Rich., Bp., Aud., Hoy.

Mniotilta castanea, Gray.

Bhimanphus castaneus. Cab.

Dendroica castanea, Bd,, Sol. «& Salv., Lawr., Mayn., Coues.

Sylvia autumnalis, Wils., Nutt., Aud.

Length, 5.00; wing, 3.05; tail, 2.40.

Rab.—Eastern Provinces of North America to Hudson's Bay ; Guate-

mala, south to Isthmus of Darien. Not recorded from Mexico or West

Indies. (B. B. & R.)

A young bird in the Bartram collection is the sole representative of

the species. It is in obscure plnmage, but shows the buffy tint on the

sides of the body so characteristic of the species.
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20. Dendroica maculosa^ (Gm.) Bd. Black and Yellow Warbler.

Motacilla maculosa, Gm.
Si/hia maculosa, Lath., Vieil., And., Nutt.

Sylvicola maculosa, Sw. & Rich., Aud., Hoy.

Dendrocia maculosa, Bd., and later authors generally.

Sylvia magnolia, Wils.

Length, 5.00; wing, 2.50; tail, 2.25.

Hah.—Eastern Iforth America to Fort Simpson ; Eastern Mexico to

Guatemala and Panama; Bahamas; Cuba (very rare). (B. B. & R.)

Mr. Bartram writes to me: " On the 7th Maj^, 1878, 1 shot a Magnolia

Warbler. » * This is new to the Bermuda lists."

21. Dendroica discolor, (Vieil.) Bd. Prairie Warbler.

Sylvia discolor, Vieil., Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Sylvicola discolor, Jard. Rich., Bp., Aud., Gosse.

Mniotilta discolor, Gray.

Dendroica discolor, Bd. aud later authors.

Sylria minuia, Wils.

Lengtli, 4.8G; wing, 2.25; tail, 2.10.

^ah.—Eastern United States as far north as Massachusetts, west to

Kansas; breeds throughout its range; winters in Florida and abun-

dantly in most of the West Indian islands. Not recorded from Mexico

or Central America. (Coues.)

Only one, obtained by Colonel Wedderburn at the dockyard, Ireland

Island, on the 3d October, 1848.

22. Dendroica palmarum, (Gm.) Bd. Yellow Eed-poll Warbler.

Motacilla palmarum, Gm.
Sylvia palmarum. Lath., Vieil., Bp.

Dendroica palmarum, Bd. aud later authors.

Sylvia petechia, Wils., Nutt., Aud.

Sylvicola petechia, Sw. &- Rich., And., Hoy.
Sylvicola ruficapilla, Bp.

Length, 5.00; wing, 2.42; tail, 2.25.

Rah.—Eastern Province of North America to Fort Simpson and Hud-

son's Bay; Bahamas, Jamaica, Cuba, and Saint Domingo, in winter.

Not noted from Mexico or Central America. (B. B. «& R.)

Two shot by Colonel Wedderburn in Pembroke Marsh, on December

17, 1847, and December 3, 1848, respectively. Mr. Bartram has two

other specimens, obtained by himself.

23. Dendroica pinus, (Wils.) Bd. Pine-creeping Warbler.

Sylvia pinus, Wils,, Nutt., Aud,
Sylvicola pinus, Jard., Rich. & Bp., Aud., Woodh.
Iihimainphus pinus, Bp.

Dendroica pinus, Bd. aud later authors.

Sylvia vigorsii, Aud.
Virco vigorsii, Nutt,
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Length, 5.50; wing, 3.00; tail, 2.40.

Hab.—Eastern United States to the Lower Missouri, north to Canada

and New Brunswick, but not to Labrador. Not recorded in West Indies,

except Bahamas. Bermuda. (Coues.)

Has occurred in considerable numbers. A good many occurred ou

September 27, 1849, departing again in a few days. Several were cap-

tured outside the lantern of the light-house in the dark and rainy night

of the 5th September, 1850. On October 15, 1850, Colonel Drummond

obtained specimens from a large flock, which he observed coming in

from the sea and settling on some trees within the keep at Ireland

Island. Mr. Bartram has two specimens, one of which (a male in spring

plumage) was shot near his house and brought to him while I was pay-

ing him a visit on March 16, 1875. The species would seem, therefore,

to visit the islands on both migrations.

Under date 4th February, 1878, Mr. Bartram writes to me :
" Oue dark

stormy night last October, a Pine-creeping Warbler flew into the mu-

eeum; it is now alive and well, and eats bread and milk."

Sub-family GEOTHLYPIN^E.

Genus Seiurus, Sw.

24. Seiurus aurocapillus (Linn.), Sw. Golden-crowned Thrush.

Motacilla aitrocapilla, Linn., Gni.

Turdus aurocapillus, Lath., Wils., Nutt., And.

Sylvia aurocapiUa, Bp.

Seiurus anrompillus, Sw. &. Rich., Aud., Bd., and later authors.

Accentor aurocapillus, Rich.

Enicoeichla aurocapiUa, Gray.

Henicocichla aurocapiUa, Cah. Gundl., ScL

Turdus coronatus, Vieil.

Length, 6.00; wing, 3.00; tail, 2.40.

Hah.—Eastern Province of North America ; west to Platte and Yel-

lowstone, thence to Alaska; winters sparingly in Florida and along the

Gulf coast; Mazatlan, West Indies; Mexico; Central America (Coues).

1 shot the first recorded specimen on the edge of Devonshire Swamp,

on the 19th October, 1874. This brought to light another, shot in

the autumn of 1873, aud set up in a case with Blue and Bed Birds by

Gibbs, an old soldier of the Fifty-third Kegiment, and an excellent tax-

idermist, in the service of Lieutenant Johnston, Royal Engineers. I

afterwards identified two others, killed a few years ago, in Mr. Bartram's

possession. The species was numerous in the autumn of 1874, in and

rear Dev^onshire Swamp, and I procured specimens on the 24th October
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and on the 12tli audi <)th Deceiuber, thus establishing it as areal'Mudian.

I wonder it had hitherto escaped notice; its loud "peche, peche" is

very striking, and drew iny attention at once to the presence of some-

thing new. It was very shy.

25. Seiurus novehoracensis, (Gni.) ISTutt. Small-billed "Water Thrush.

MotaciUa novehoracensis, Giii.

Sylvia novehoracensis, Lath., Vieil., Bp.

Turdiis (Seiurus) norehorncensis, Nutt.

Seiurus novehoracensis, Bp., Aud. , B(l.,and. later authors.

Henicocichla novehoracensis, Cah., Scl., Gundl., Scl. & Salv.

Enicocichla norehorncevsis. Gray.

Turdus aquaticus, Wils., And.

Seiurus aquaticus, Sw. &, Rich.

Sylvia anthoides, Vioil.

Seiurus tenuirostris, Sw., Gamb.
Seiurus gossii, Bp.

Length, G.l.l ; wing, 3.12 5 tail, 2,40 ; bill from rectus, .64.

Hah.—Eastern North America, straggling westward along United

States boundary to Montana and Washington Territory; Alaska; Ari-

zona : Mexico ; West Indies; Central America; Northern South America

(Cones).

One of the commonest but most interesting of autumnal visitors.

It appears regularly early in October and a few remain all the winter.

Throughout October and November there is hardly a mangrove swamp,

great or small, whence its sharp but musical "chip" may not be heard

at any time during the day. Early in the morning, especially when an

ebbing tide has left bare the quaint tangled roots of the mangroves and

their muddy surroundings, it is comparatively easy to approach this wary

little bird, but later in the day it requires great caution, and a certain

amount of activity, to procure a specimen. To persons out of training,

requiring strong exercise, I can confidently recommend a protracted

^' stalk" after Seiurus among the mangrove roots, such as I undertook

myself before becoming better acquainted with the habits of the species.

These birds wag the tail like a MotaciUa, as they feed on the edges of

the tidal pools, and Hit from root to root, uttering at times their loud

monotonous cry. While waiting for ducks at daylight in the larger

8wam]is, I have seen them within a few yards of me, in happy ignorance

of my presence. Colonel Wedderburn says (Nat. in B., p. 27), " Sev^eral

tinies, at Kiddle's Bay, I have noticed seemingly a larger species of this

bird, but never succeeded in killing any of them." This was perhaps

the larger-billed variety (or species), 8. ludovicianus. I did not meet

with any specimens myself.
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Genus Geothlypis, Cab.

26. Geothlypis trichas, (Linn.) Cab. Maryland yellow-throat.

Turdus trichas, Liun.,Gm.

Si/lvia trichas, Latb., Vieil., Nntt. , Ord, D'Orbig.

GeothJfipis IrlcJias, Cab., Bd., and later authors.

Ficedula t'ichas ^' marilandica, Briss.

Sylvia marilandica, Wils., Bp.

Trichas marilandica, Bp., Ord, Woodh., Hoy.

Trichas personatus, S w.

Sylvia roscoe, Aud.

Trichas roscoe, Nutt.

Length, 4.40; wing, 2.15; tail, 2.30.

Hah.—North America, from Atlantic to Pacific ; Bahamas ; Cuba

;

Jamaica (B. B, & E.).

By no means a frequent visitor, only two specimens being known.

The first was shot by Mr. Hurclis in a bushy swamp near the sluice-

gates on the 18th October, 1853; the second is in Mr. Bartram's museum,

obtained near Stocks Point.

Sub-family SET0PHAGINJ5.

Genus Myiodioctes, Aud.

27. Myiodioctes mitratus, (Gm.) Aud. Hooded Fly-catching Warbler.

Motacilla mitraia, Gui.

Sylvia mitrata, Latb. , Vieil. , Bp. , Nutt. , Aud.

Sylvania mitrata, Nutt., Woodb.
Setophaga mitrata, Jard., Gray.

Wilsonia mitrata, Bp., All., Allen.

Myiodioctes mitatus, Aud., Bp., Sclater, Bd., aud modern authors.

Syloicola uvitraia, Maxim.
Myioctonas mitratus. Cab.

Mnseicapa tucitllata, Wils.

Aluscicapa selbyi, Aud., Nutt.

Length, 5.00; wing, 2.75; tail, 2.55.

Hah.—Eastern Province of United States, rather southern; Bermuda;

Cuba; Jamaica; Eastern Mexico; Honduras; and Guatemala to Pan-

ama K. K.; Orizaba; Yucatan (B. B. & R.).

A male shot at Ireland Island by Mr. Abbott, Twentieth Regiment,

on March 30, 1847. A female was seen but not obtained.

Genus Setophaga, Sw.

28. Setophaga ruticilla, (Linn.) Sw. American Redstart.

Mascicapa ruticilla, Liun., Gra., Vieil., Wils., Aud. .

Setojihaaa ruticilla, Sw., Sw. & Rich., aud modern authors.

Sylrania ruticilla, Nutt.

Motadlla Jlavicanda, Gm.

Length, 5.25; wing, 2.50; tail, 2.45.
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Eah.—Chiefly Eastern North America, north to Fort Simpson, west

to Utah, south through Mexico and Central America to Ecuador ; West
Indies (Coues).

Two in Mr. Bartram's jjossession, «hot by him near his house some

few years since. No others are on record.

Family TANAGRID^.

Sub-family TANAGRIN^.

Genus Pyranga, Vieil.

29. Pyranga rubra (Linn.) Vieil. Scarlet Tanager.

Tanagra rubra, Linn., Gm., Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Pyrangarubra, Vieil., Sw. &Rich., Jard., Bp., And., Gir., and modem authors.

Phomisoma rubra, Sw.

Phoenicosoma rubra, Cab.

Pyranga erythromelas, Vieil. *

Length, 7.40 ; wing, 4.00 ; tail, 3.00.

Hab.—Eastern Province of North America, north to Winnepig. 1 n

winter, south to Ecuador, Bogota, Cuba, Jamaica, Costa Eica, Vera

Cruz. (B. B. & R.)

This handsome bird has visited the Bermudas on its vernal migration

on several occasions. Two or three examples were obtained in April,

1850; four were seen, and one shot, in May, 1851. Mr. Bartram has

several specimens, male and female, and obtained a splendid male near

his house early in May, 1875. One was seen aud nearly captured after

an exciting hunt by Lieutenant Deuison, R. E., at Somerset, on April

25, 1875. Mr. J. M. Jones informs me that a male was shot on the edge

of the lagoon at Ireland Island on May G, 1869; also that another ire-

quented a garden in Smith's Parish for several days at the beginning

of May, 1875. The female is such an obscure-looking bird that she

doubtless often escapes the notice invariably accorded to her brilliant

partner. There is no recorded instance of the occurrence of this species

on its south ward journey. Captain Rooke, Fifty-third Regiment, aud

I saw what we took to be a female Scarlet Tanager on October 17, 1874,

near Basden's Pond, but we could not get a shot to confirm our suspi-

cion.

30. Pyranga cestiva, (Gm.) Vieil. Summer Red-bird.

MuHcicapa rubra, Liun.

Tanagra wstiva, Gm., Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud,

Pyranga wstiva, Vieil., Bp., Lins., Woodh., Scl., and of late writers.

Length, 7.20; wing, 3.75; tail, 3.00.
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Sah.—Eastern Province United States, north to about 40°, west to

borders of the plains. In winter, south through the whole of Middle

America (except the Pacific coast) as far as Ecuador and Peru, Cuba,

Jamaica. (B. B. & R.)

The same remarks apply to this species, with reference to its visits

to the islands, as to the preceding, it appears to have been especially

numerous in April, 1850, when a female was shot on the 9th ; a beau-

tiful male, by Colonel Wedderburu, at Peniston's Pond, on the 19th ; two

by the same gentleman, at Harris's Bay, on the 20th ; and several others.

Mr. Bartram has a male and two females, one of the latter killed a year

or two since. On the 29th of April, 1875, 1 shot a fine female in Smith's

Marsh; it was in wonderful condition, the body being literally coated

with layers of orange-colored fat. The stomach was full of the remains

of the Bermuda wasp—a most unpalatable-looking morsel. Wilson al

ludes to the insectiverous habits of this species.

Family HIRUNDINID^.

Sub-family HIRUNDIKIN^.

Genus Hirundo, Linn.

31. Hirundo horreoruni, Barton. Barn Swallow.

Hirundo rufa, Vieil., Bp., Nutt., Woodb., Cass., Cab., Brewer.

Hirundo horreorum, Bartou, Bd., and of late writers.

Hirundo amcricana, Wils., Sw. «& Ricb.,Lemb.

Hirundo rustica, Ord., Gir., Jones

Length, 6.90 ; wing, 5.00 ; tail, 4.50.

Hah.—North and Middle America, north to Alaska ; Greenland ; West

Indies. (Cones.)

I shall take the liberty of quoting from the "Naturalist in Bermuda,"

to illustrate the uncertain appearance of the swallow tribe in the islands.

Mr. Hurdis says (p. 68): "I can with safety affirm that from October,

1840, to September 12, 1846, not a swallow of any description came

under my observation, though I believe they were sufficiently common

in the September of the former year."" Colonel Wedderburn says of this

species (p. 34) : "Rarely seen in April and May, but sometimes nuuier-

ous in August and September. I have seen it as early as August 1, in

the year 1848, at Hamilton, and they were numerous on that day at

Hungry Bay and Riddle's Bay. This species was very numerous iu the

great flight of swallows in September, 1849." A few swallows, probably

of this species, appeared in August, 1874, but I was away at the time.
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From April 30 to May 11, 1875, there were not a few visitors, and sev-

eral specimens were obtained. Five of these birds frequented the grassy

slopes in the vicinity of Warwick Camp, while I was going through the

annual course of musketry there with my company. They disappeared

on May 11, without my having been able to procure a specimen.

32. Hirundo hicolor, Vieil. White-bellied iSwallow.

Hirundo bicolor, Vieil., B])., And., Nutt., Gir., and most writers.

ChfUdon bicolor, Less., Bp.

Tachychicta bicolor, Cab., Gundl., Sumich., Allen, Coues.

Her86 bicolor, Bp.

Petrochelidon bicolor, Sol., Scl. & Salv.

Hirundo viridia, Wils.

Length, 6.25; wing, 5.00; tail, 2A)5.

Hub.—Whole United States, and north to Slave Lake, south to Guat-

emala; Lermuda; Cuba, common in winter ; breeds on table-lands of

Mexico ; accidental in England.

This Swallow visited the Bermudas in the great flight of September,

1846, when it appeared in considerable numbers. Lieutenant Denison

obtained one, shot at St. George's in September, 1875.

Genus Cotyle, Boie.

33. Cotyle riparia, (Linn.) Boie. Bank Swallow.

Hirundo riparia, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., And.,

Gir., and of earlier authors generally.

Cotyle riparia, Boie, Bp., Woodh., Cass., Cab., and of nearly all late writers.

Hirundo cinerea, Vieil.

Length, 4.75; wing, 4.00; tail, 2.00.

Hub.—Europe; the whole of North America; Bermuda; Cuba; Ja-

maica; winters from the southern coast southward; not common on the

Pacific side; Brazil. (Coues.)

Identical with the European bird. Two specimens were shot by Cap-

tain Lye, in September, 1846 ; and a few seen near Hamilton on August

8, 1847.

Genus Progne, Boie.

34. Progne purpurea, (Linn.) Boie. Purple Martin.

Hirundo subis, Linn.

Prognc unbis, Bd., Coues, Suniich., Steph.

Hirundo purpurea, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wila, Bp., And., Nutt., Gir.

Progncpurpurea, Boie, Bp., Woodh., and later writers.

Hirundo riolacea, Gm.
Hirundo ccerulca, Vieil.

Hirundo verfticolor, Vieil.

Hirundo ludovidana, Ciir.

Length 7.50; wing, 6.00; tail, 3.40.
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Ilab.—United States and British Provinces, north to Canada and

the Saskatchewan; Mexico; Cuba(?); accidental in Great Britain.

(Cones.)

This fine bird, a straggler to the British lists, has only appeared on one

occasion, during the "entrada" of September, 1849, when it was nu-

merous.

Family AMPELID^.
Sub-family AMPELIN^.

Genus Ampelis, Linn.

35. Ampelis cedrorum, Vieil. Cedar-bird.

Ampelis garrulus, var (3, Linn.

BomhycilJa cedrorum, Vieil, Cab.

Ampelis cedrorum, Scl., Bd., and late writers.

BombyvUla carolinensis, Briss., Bp., Aud., Nutt., Gir.

Ampelis carolinensis, Gosse, Bp.

Ampelis americana, Wils.

Bomhycilla americana, Sw. «fc Rich.

Length, 7.25; wing, 4.05; tail, 2.60.

Hab.—North America generally, up to 54P north ; Mexico and Cen-

tral America; Bermuda; Jamaica; Cuba. (Coues.)

Occurs rarely, both on its autumnal and vernal flights. Three were

shot out of a flock of about thirty, near Hungry Bay, on October 10,

1847; four on December 17 following, one of which had a few of the

brilliant wax-like tips to the secondaries ; two out of a flock of twelve

in December, 1849; one seen on January 5, 1850; one shot on the 6th

and another on the 10th April, 1850; one on December 2, 1851. In

addition to these Mr. Bartram has three specimens, obtained at differ-

ent dates. I did not myself meet with the species, or hear of its oc-

currence, during my stay. Two were shot out of a flock of five on the

11th, and a third on the 22d September, 1875, in Devonshire Swamp,

by Lieutenant Festing, Twentieth Eegiment. A male bird of this

species was obtained near Prospect, on November 24, 1875.

Family VIREONID^.

Sub-family VIREONIN^.

Genus Vireo, Vieil.

36. Vireo noveboracensis, (Gm.) Bp. White-eyed Vireo.

Muscicapa novehoracensis, Gtn.

Fi7-eo noveboracensis, Bp., Nutt., And., Gir., Cass., and later writers.

Vireo musicus, Vieil.

Muscicapa cantatrix, Wils.

Length, 4.90; wing, 2.40; tail, 2.20.
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Hob.—United States west to base of Eocky Mouutains; south to

Guatemala; Very rare in Cuba. Abundant and resident in the Ber-

mudas. (B. B. & R.)

The smallest and one of the commonest resident Bermuda birds,

familiar to all through its sprightly ways, loud song, and astounding

impudence. It is termed locally, "chick-of-the-village," or, " chick-

choo-willie," from its note. This is, however, very variable, and hardly

any two birds give it the same rendering. One has a prefatory " chick,"

in addition; another tacks the extra "chick" on at the end of his ver-

sion; while others cut it short, or jumble it all up together at random.

One particular variety Is " ginger-beer-quick," a call very much adapted

to the climate of Bermuda. In short, there is no end to the variations;

and a stranger might well imagine, as I did myself at first, that there

was more than one species present. It was some little time before I

settled the matter to my own satisfaction by careful observation of every

"chick" I heard singing, as I expected to meet with V. gilvus or V.

belli among the numerous musicians. The color of the iris increased

my difliculty, as I found it to be brownish, brownish-gray, or gray

—

rarely white, as stated by authors. I presume it is only fully adult

birds that show the real white iris
;
young birds have it decidedly

brownish, and I have seen a female sitting on eggs with an undeniable

brownish-gray "cast " in her bright little eye. It would be a waste of

time and valuable space to describe the pretty pensile nest of this

species, so familiar to all ornithologists. I have found it usually from

three to twelve feet above the ground, in cedars, mangroves, Bermuda

"holly," pomegranate, and lemon trees, but most commonly in cedars.

I never met with more than three eggs or young in one nest in the

islands; authors assign four or five to the genus. The eggs average .71

inch by .52 inch, white, with a few dark-brown or black dots ; some are

entirely white. The young at first have the yellow of the wing bars

and forehead very pale and dingy. This is a sad little torment to the

collector. It comes hissing and scolding within a foot of one's head,

puffing itself out with malignant fury. I have touched one with my
gun in the thick bushes before it would budge an inch. And when one

is on the qui vive for rarities among the big cedars, the little wretches

will come from all parts to irritate and deceive one, playing all sorts of

antics on the topmost branches, apparently imitating the movements of a

Dendrocca or other Sylvicolidfe, in order to induce one to w^aste a charge

on them. Several times they succeeded with me; and on one occasion,
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tlie bird having lodged at the top of a very ugly-looking tree, I tore my
hands and clothes to pieces in my anxiety to secure the supposed

prize. But in spite of this I have a great regard for the cheerful, rest-

less little fellows, whose presence does so much to relieve the monotony

of the everlasting cedars. They are very dexterous In catching insects

among the foliage, their manner of feeding seeming to be intermediate

between that of a Flycatcher and a Warbler. You can hear the "snip"

of their mandibles as they secure their prey for a considerable distance.

I have seen one catching flies off the back of a cow, jumping vigorously

at them from the ground, and " snipping " them olfneatly as they buzzed

round the recumbent animal. Mr. Hurdis says (Nat. in B., p. 71) :
" In

September it delights to feed on the small white berries of the sweet-

sceuted Tournefortia, and it is also fond of the small fiery capsicum,

known by the name of ' bird-pepper,' the pods of which it plucks and

swallows entire." It is on record that the newly-fledged young of this

species have been found entangled in the meshes of the web of the

" silk " spider Epeira clavipes. These webs are of great size and

strength, extending for many feet between adjoining cedars, and the

number of them among the woods in summer and autumn is almost in-

credible. In all my rambles, however, I never met with an instance of

poor little Vireo having walked into JEpeira's parlor.

Genus VIREOSYLVIA, Bonap.

37. Vireosylvia olivacea, (Linn.), Bp. Red-eyed Vireo.

Mmcicapa olivacea, Linn., Wila.

Laniu8 oUvaceus, Liclit.

Vireo oUvaceus, Vieil., Bp., Sw., Aud., Bd.

Virtosylvia olivacea, Bp., Eeinh., Scl., and late writers.

Vireo rirtscens, Vieil., Gr.ay.

Virm bogotensis, Bryant, Lawr.

Length, G.33; wing, S , 3.33 ; tail, 2.50.

Uab.—Whole of Eastern North America, west to base of Rocky

..fountains, south to Panama aud Bogota; very rare in Cuba, only

West Indian locality ; accidental in England ; Trinidad. (B. B. «& R.)

The first recorded specimen was brought to me in the flesh on the

14th October, 1874. It had just been captured in the officers' quarters

at Pro3i»ect Camp. In March, 1875, 1 identified three specimens in Mr.

Bartram's collection, shot by himself at difierent times near Stocks

Point. Mr. Bartram informs me that he shot one on the 13th October,

1878.
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Family LANIID^.

Sub-family LAIiTIIN^.

Genus Collurio, Bd.

38. Collurio horealis, (Vieil.) Bd. Great Northern Shrike.

Lanius lorealis, Vieil., Sw. & Rich., Aud., Gir., Cass., &c.

Lanius excubitor, Forst., Wils., And.

Colhjrio borealis, Bd., Cooper & Snck., Coues & Prent., Hayd., Dall & Bann.
Collurio borealis, Bd., Coues, Cooper, &c.

Lanius sepfentrionalw, sp., Cass., Murray.

Collyrio chemungensis, Gregg.

Length, 9.85; wing, 4.50; tail, 4.80.

Hab.—North America, in winter south to about 35°; Alleghanies,

breeding ; Bermuda. (Coues.)

Not a great many have occurred, though it would appear to visit the

islands on both migrations. One was shot by Dr. Cole, Twentieth

Regiment, on October 31, 1846; one by Mr. Hurdis, January 23, 1847;

another by Colonel Wedderburn, near Harris Bay, March 12, 1850; and

a fourth by Mr. J. M. Jones, on the "Model" farm. Smith's parish, in

January, 1872. Besides these, there are three specimens in Mr. Bar-

tram's collection. Most of these above-mentioned examples were in

immature j)lumage. One in Lieutenant Denison's collection was shot

near the garrison instructor's house, at Prospect, on the 1st January,

187G.

It is strange that the other North American species, G. ludovicianuSy

of more southerly distribution on the continent than C. borealis, should

not have been observed in Bermuda.

Family FRINGILLID^.

Sub-family COCCOTHRAUSTIN^.

Genus LoxiA, Linn.

39. Loxia curvirostra var. americana, (Wils.) Coues. American Eed
Crossbill.

Loxia curvirostra, Forster, Bp., Nut.t., And., Gir., Trippe.

Loxia curvirostra var. americava, (-ones, B. B. aud R.

Curvirostra americana, Wils., Bd., Coop. &. Suck., and most later U. S. author-
ities.

Loxia americana, Bp., Newb., Lawr., Finsch.

Length, 6.00; wing, 3.30; tail, 2.25.

Bull. Nat. Mus. No. 25 13
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Hob.—Kortli America generally, coming southward in winter. Resi-

dent in the Alleghany and Eocky Mountains. (B. B. & E.)

Of this species Colonel Wedderburn says :
"A specimen of this bird

was captured in the dockyard at Ireland Island, January 20, 1850, and got

quite tame, and lived for several days in my room ; but i:)oisoned itself

by eating part of a composite candle, which it had cut nearly in half

with its strong bill during the night. I shot three specimens near Mr.

Swing's house, April 5, 1850, and saw a small flock on several occasions

near Pitt's Bay, but they were so shy I could not get near them. They

disappeared early in May." Mr. Bartram has several specimens. On
November 17, 1874, three were observed on some cedar trees at Pros-

pect Camp. Two males were shot among some sage bushes, near the

shore at Warwick, by Gibbs, on the 25th of that month ; and another

male was obtained at Prospect about the same time. These may have

been the trio originally seen. The stomachs of the two Warwick birds,

on examination by myself, proved to be crammed with small green

caterpillars, and contained no trace of seeds. The insectivorous na-

ture of the Crossbill is not mentioned byWilson ; it is alluded to by Dr.

Saxby in the "Birds of Shetland." This species must visit Bermuda

both going and returning.

40. Loxia leucoptera, Gm. White-winged Crossbill.

Loxia leucoptera, Gra., Bp., Sw. & Eicli., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Gould, Lawr.,

Finsch, B. B. «fe R.

Currirostra leucoptera, Wils., Bd., and many U. S. authors.

Loxia falcirostra, Lath.

Crucirostra leucoptera, Brehme.

Length, G.25; wing, 3.50; tail, 2.60.

Hah.—Northern parts of North America generally ; Greenland ; Eng-

land (accidental). (B. B. & E.)

A less frequent visitor than the preceding, on its northward journey

only. A flue male was killed on May 11, 1852, by a boy who had an-

other in his possession ; date unknown. An officer of tlie Fifty-sixth

Eegiment shot one, a female, at Somerset, in March, 1852. Mr. Bar-

tram lias obtained a pair, male and female. This bird has occurred

several times in Great Britain, and it is somewhat remarkable that the

l^receding species, C americana^ has not yet paid us a visit. I expect

it will find its way across the Atlantic some day, and share the fate of

every unfortunate straggler to our inhospitable shores.
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Genus ^giothus, Cab.

41. ^giothus linaria^ (Linn.) Cab. Ked-poll Linnet.

Fringilla linaria, Liau., Gin., Wils., Temm., Bp., Nutt., And.
Passer linaria, Pall.

Linota linaria, Bp., Holb.

JEgiothus Unarius, Cab., Bd., Coues, and late writers.

Linaria minor, Sw. & Rich., And., Gir., Trippe.

Fringilla borealis, Vieil.

^giothus fuscescens, Coues, Elliot.

Length, 5.50 ; wing, 3.10 ; tail, 2.70.

Hab.—The typical form in North America from Atlantic to Pacific,

ranging irregularly southward in flocks in winter to the Middle States

(sometimes a little beyond), and corresponding latitudes in the West.

No late record of breeding in the United States. (Coues.)

Only recorded previously in 1847 and 1850. Two were obtained, Feb-

ruary 8 and October 11, in the former year. In March, 1850, flocks of

this bird appeared in the neighborhood of St. George's, and several

specimens were obtained there and elsewhere throughout the islands.

A goodly number visited the islands in small flocks in January, 1875

;

these were very tame at first, but soon became shy. Specimens were

obtained during the month at all parts of the islands.

Genus Chrysomitris, Boie.

42. Chrysomitris pimis, (Wils.) Bp. Pine Linnet.

Fringilla pinuSj'WU.a. , Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Linaria pinus, Aud., Gir.

Chrysomiiris pinus, Bp., Bd., Coop. & Luck., and later writers.

Chrysomitris macroptera, Dubus., Bp.

Length, 4.75; wing, 3.00; tail, 2.20.

Hah.—North America from Atlantic to Pacific ; Yera Cruz, plateau

and alpine region. (B. B. & R.)

Two specimens in Mr. Bartram's collection are the only ones on record.

They were obtained near Stocks Point.

Genus Plectrophanes, Meyer.

43. Plectrophanes nivalis, (Linn.) Meyer. Snow Bunting.

Emheriza nivalis, Linn., Forster, Gm., Lath., Wils., Bp., Nutt., And.
Emheriza (Plectrophanes) vivalis, Bp., Sw. & Rich.

Plectrophanes nivalis, Meyer, and authors generally.

Emberiza montana, Gm., Lath.

Emheriza mustelina, Gm.
Emberiza glacialis. Lath.

Length, G.75 ; wing, 4.35 ; tail, 3.05.
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Hob.—Arctic America and Greenland, and corresponding latitudes in

the Old World ; irregularly southward in winter in the United States

to about 35^^ in roving flocks. (Cones.)

This is a pretty constant visitor, seldom failing to make its appear-

ance, in large or small numbers, in December or January. They were

particularly numerous in 1850. I am credibly informed that of late years

they have been seen in considerable numbers feeding on the parade

ground and round about the stables, like sparrows, at Prosi^ect Camp.

One was seen there in December, 1874. Three, of which I procured one,

frequented the Walsingham end of the Causeway in January, 1875.

Others were seen at St. George's and elsewhere about the same time.

This bird has not appeared in spring.

Genus Passer, Briss.

44. Passer domesticus, Deg. & Gerbe. European House Sparrow.

FringiUa domestica, Linn.

Pyrgita domestica, Cuv.

Passer domesticus, Deg. & Gerbe, and European authors generally.

Length, 6.00 ; wing, 2.85 ; tail, 2.50.

Hab.—Europe ; Asia ; North Africa ; Madeira.

Some few years ago a number of these birds were imported from New
York (where they are now numerous), and turned out at St. George's

;

but many of them subsequently disappeared, probably victims to the

cats which swarm in all i^arts of the islands. The remainder, however,

appear to be flourishing, and in the spring of 1875 there were several

nests in the new barracks above the town. A second importation, from

New York also, took place in September, 1874, about fifty birds being

liberated in the viciuity of Hamilton. These soon scattered in all di-

rections, but about a dozen took up their quarters in the garden of the

court-house at Hamilton, and could be seen there daily during the win-

ter following. I have no doubt they will increase and multiply after

their manner, and in time become as much a nuisance as they are now

a curiosity. I certainly question the propriety of introducing these

quarrelsome birds (for the sake of the war they wage on the insect tribe

during the breeding season only) into the aristocratic society of the Blue

and lied Birds, which they will infallibly drive, in course of time, out

of tlie town gardens and inclosures altogether.

Note.—I may here mention that I observed a single specimen of the

European Goldfinch, Garduelis elegans, near Harrington Sound, in April,

1875; it was very wild, and I could not get near it, but I imagine it
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must have been an escaped prisoner. This species is reported to have

occurred in Massachusetts (Allen, Am. Nat. iii., p. 635), but the same

explanation doubtless applies.

Sub-family SPIZELLIN^.

Genus Passerculus, Bp.

45. Passerculus savanna, (Wils.) Bj). Savanna Sparrow.

Fringilla savanna, Wils., Nutt., Aud.

Linaria savanna, Rich.

Emhtriza savanna, And., Gir.

Passerculus savanna, Bp., Cab., Bd., and later writers generally.

Ammodromus savanna, Gray.

Passerculus alaudinus, Bp., Bd., Heerm., Coues, Dress., Elliot, &o.
Zonoirichia alaudina, Fiiisch.

Length, 5.50; wing, 2.70; tail, 2.10.

Hab.—Eastern North America to the Missouri plains, and northwest

to Alaska; Cuba (winter). (B. B. & R.) Mexico. (Coues.)

Only two on record. Colonel Wedderburn killed one in Pembroke

Marsh, April 11, 1850; I shot one at Shelly Bay Marsh on January 29,

1875.

Genus Pooc-^tes, Bd.

46. Pooccetes gramineus, (Gm.) Bd. Bay-winged Bunting.

FringiUa gramhiea, Gm., Bp., Aud., Nutt.

Emheriza ffvaminea, Wils., Aud., Maxim., Trippe.

Zonoirichla (jraminea, Bp., Newb., Heerm.
Poocates gramineus, Bd., Hayd., B. B. & R.

Pooecetes gramineus, Coues, and later authors generally.

Length, G.25; wing, 3.10; tail, 2.50.

Hab.—United States, from Atlantic to Pacific, north to the Saskatch-

ewan at least ; winters in countless multitudes in the Southern States.

(Coues.)

One shot by Captain JM'Leod at St. George's, October 25, 1849. Lieu-

tenant Denison fell in with a small party of these birds, and shot one of

them at Whale Bay on the 9th of September, 1876.

Genus Coturniculus, Bp.

47. Coturniculus henslowi, (Aud.) Bp. Henslow's Bunting.

Emheriza hcnsloici. And., Gir.

Fringilla henslowi, Nutt.

Cofurniculus henslowi, Bp., Bd., aud late U. S. authors.

Ammodromus henslowi, Gray.

Length, 5.25; wing, 2.15; tail, 2.15.

Hab.—Eastern United States as far north as Massachusetts; west-

ward to the Loup Fork of Platte. (B. B. & R.)
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" Mr. Hurdis shot one specimen out of a small flock of these birds in

Pembroke Marsh, on December 2, 1850. They had frequented the

dense reeds and rushes for a fortnight previously." (Nat. in B., p. 30.)

Genus Melospiza, Bd.

48. Melospiza palustris, (Wils.) Bd. Swamp Sparrow.

Fringilla georgiana, (Lath., ?), Nutt.

Fringilla palustris, Wile., Bp., Aud.

Fringilla (Spiza) palustris, Bp.

Passerculus palustris, Bp.

Ammodrovms palustris, Aud., Gir., Putn., Trippe,

Melospiza palustris, Bd., and later authors.

Melospiza palustris, Bd., Allen.

Length, 5.75; wing, 2.40; tail,

Sab.—Eastern North America, from the Atlantic to the Missouri;

north to Fort Simpson. (B. B. & R.)

A solitary example was obtained in Pembroke Marsh on December 3,

1849. I saw a bird in the Shelley Bay marshes in January, 1875, which

I am almost certain belonged to this species, but I could not get a shot.

Genus Junco, Wagler.

49. Junco hyemalis, (Linn.) Sclater. Eastern Snow-bird.

Fringilla hyemalis, Linn., Bp., Lw. & Rich., Aud., Maxim.

Emberiza hyemalis, Linn., Lath.

Struthus hyemalis, Bp., Woodh.

Niphcea hyemalis, Aud., Gir., Putn., Trippe.

Junco hyemalis, ScL, Bd., and later writers.

Fringilla hudsonia, Forster, Gm., Wils.

Fringilla nivalis, Wils., Nutt.

Length, 6.25 ; wing, about 3.00.

Hab.—Eastern United States to the Missouri, and as far west as

Black Hills ; stragglers at Fort Whipple, Arizona, and mountains of

Colorado. (B. B. & E.)

Two in the collection of Mr. Bartram were shot by him at Stocks

Point.
Sub-family PASSERELLIN.E.

Genus Passerella, Sw.

60. Fasserella iliaca, (Merr.) Sw. Fox Sparrow.

Fringilla iliaca, Merr., Gm., Bp., Nutt., Aud., Putn., Trippe.

Fringilla (Zonotrichia) iliaca, Sw. & Rich.

Passei-ella iliaca, Sw., Bp., Bd., and late writers.

Fi'ingilla rufa, Wils., Licht.

Fringilla fcrruginca, Wils.

Passerella ohscura, Vcrr.

Length, 7.50; wing, 3.50; tail, 2.90.
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Hah.—Eastern province of North America, nortli 68° and Yukon
;

breeds from British Provinces northward ; winters in Middle States

sparingly, in the Southern States very abundantly; Western United

States only to the edge of the central plains ; accidental in California.

(Coues.)

Only one yet obtained; shot by Mr. Bartram in a bush near his

house a few years since.

Subfamily SPIZIN^.

,

Genus Goniaphea, Bowditch.

61. Ooniaphea liidoviciana, (Linn ) Bowd. Rose-breasted Grosbeak.

Loxia ludoi'iciana, Liuu., Wils.

Fringilla ludoviciana, Bp. , Nutt., Aud.

Guiraca ludoviciana, S\v., Bp., Bd., and late writers.

Coecothraustes {Guiraca) ludoviciana, Sw. & Rich.

Goniaphea ludoviciana, Bowd., Allen, Coues.

Coccohorus ludovicianus, Aud., Putn., Gir., Maxim., Trippe.

Hedymeles ludovicianus. Cab., Sclater., Lawr., Allen, B. B. & R.

Coecothraustes ruhricollis, Vieil.

Loxia rosea, Wils.

Loxia obscura, Gm., Lath.

Frinfjilla punicca, Gm., Lath.

Lengtb, 8.50; wing, 4.15.

Hah.—Eastern Province of North America, north to Labrador and the

Saskatchewan; breeds from the Middle States northward ; winters in

Mexico and Central America ; south to Ecuador ; Cuba. (Coues.)

A female bird of this species was shot by Colonel Drummond on the

9th October, 1849, near St. George's, and a fine male by Mr. Hurdis on

the 15th April, 1850. Mr. Bartram has four specimens, one of which is^

a male in immature plumage. A female was caught by a cat in the

town of Hamilton on the ICth October, 1874. This species appears to

visit Bermuda twice.

Genus Cyanospiza, Bd.

62. Cyanospiza cyanea, ^Linn.) Bd. Indigo Bird.

Tanagra cyanea, Linn,

Emberiza cyanea, Gm.
Fringilla cyanea, Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Passerina cyanea, "Vioil.," Gray.

Spiza cyanea, Bp., Aud., Git., Woodh., Putn., Scl., RusB.

Cyanospiza cyanea, Bd., Scl. & Salv., Scl., and late author

Cyanoloxia cyanea, Bp.

Length, 5.75 ; wing, nearly 3.00.

Hab.—Eastern United States to the Missouri ; south to Guatemala
j

Oaxaca; Cordova; Guatemala; Cuba; Costa Rica; Vera Cruz (B.B.»&R.).
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I had tlie j)leasure of introducing this species into the Bermuda

lists, the first specimen being a female shot near Devonshire Church, on

January 14, 1875. In March following I examined an immature male,

shot by Mr. Bartram on the 1st of that month, and also unearthed two

dingy female specimens in his collection, killed some years i^reviously.

I obtained a female in Devonshire Marsh on the 8th, a young male on

the 11th, and another on the 22d of March, and one or two others were

subsequently procured in the same locality. There appeared to have

been a regular "entrada" of them, and it was remarkable how pertina-

ciously they stuck to certain cedar groves round about Devonshire

Church. I saw many others, and watched the changes of plumage

of the male birds with great interest. By the end of April they had

acquired the rich blue livery of the adult, and rivalled the Blue Bird

in brilliancy of coloring. Lieutenant Tallents, of the Twentieth Kegi-

ment, shot a splendid specimen on April 29. This was the last we saw,

and I imagine they all departed shortly afterwards, though we fondly

hoped they might stay to breed. I found them easily approached at

first, but when once disturbed they flew very rapidly away in the thick

cedars. Their call-note was a loud, harsh "chee" or " tzee."

Genus Cardinalis, Bp.

63. Cardinalis virginianus, (Briss.) Bp. Eed-bird; Cardinal Grosbeak.

Coccothraustes virginianus, Briss.

Cardinalis virginianus, Bp., Woodh., Btl., Maxim., aud late authors.

Loxia cardinalis, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils.

Coccothraustes cardinalis, Vieil.

Fringilla cardinalis, Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Pityliis cardinalis, And., Gir., Hoy.

Length, 8.50; wing, 4.00; tail, 4.50.

Hab.—More southern portions of the United States to the Missouri.

Probably along the valley of Eio Grande to the Eocky Mountains.

(B. B. & E.)

The well-known Eed Bird of Bermuda is an abundant resident

throughout the islands, everywhere conspicuous by its brilliant plumage

and loud but not unmusical song. This bird is a general favorite with

all classes, and in great esteem as a cage-bird. Formerly considerable

numbers were caught by the "colored" boys in the neat trap depicted

in "The Naturalist in Bermuda"—an introduction, as I am informed,

by Mr. J. M. Jones, from Somersetshire, and not a 'Mudian invention.

Fortunately, however, there are now stringent local laws for the protection

of the resident birds, and these traps are seldom seen. I have tried in
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vain to bring up the young from the nest. Th.e Red Bird breeds twice

a year in Bermuda. Fresh eggs have been found as early as llie 1st

April, and I find in my notes that I saw young birds Just able to lly on

the lOtli ; but these are exceptional cases. As a rule, the two clutches

of eggs are deposited about April 10 and May 30, respectively. The

eggs are three to five in number, averaging 1.00 inch x .7*3 inch. They

vary much in size and markings, but are usually greenish white, irregn-

larly marked with few purplish and many amber blotches. The nest

is bulky, built of twigs and roots, lined with dry grasses. This lining

alone serves to distinguish some of the nests from those of the Cat

Bird, which they much resemble 5 they are usually at a greater eleva-

tion, however, and are never ornamented with rags or paper. Tlie

parent birds are extremely solicitous in bringing up their oifspring, and

attend them assiduously long after they are able to fly, betraying their

anxiety by much " tick-tick-"ing, flirting of tails, and raising of crests.

To see a fine old jiaterfamilias in all the glory of his rich vermilion

garments, tail and crest in air, now on a post, now on an oleander or

cedar bough, all the while uttering his sharp ''tick" of alarm, while

the more sober-colored mother is ministering to the appetites of the

children, is a great treat, and will ever be associated in my memory

with the hot sun, the white houses, dark cedars, and fragrant sage-

bushes of Bermuda. The young resemble the female, being ashy-

brown, i)aler below, with evident traces of the red on the crest, wings,

tail, and under parts. I have mentioned the " tick," or call-note of this

species. The song is exceedingly variable, consisting of a series of

musical whistles. There is also a strange " whir-r-r-r," like a large

bird suddenly rising on the wing, which is very peculiar. A most

remarkable fact is that the notes are changed according to season.

Mr. J. M. Jones called my attention to this too late, unfortunately, for

me to make any lengthened study of the changes ; but I heard sufficient

to satisfy myself of their occurrence. Thus, in December and January

nearly every songster I listened to was "way-too-"ing at the top of his

voice, and I occasionally heard the i)eculiar "whir-r-r-r." Later on

^'way-too" became less frequent, being replaced by the monotonous

"tew, tew," and other notes. A more careful and lengthened series of

observations would be of considerable interest. In spring the Red

Bird commences to sing at daybreak, considerably before the Blue

Bird. A wounded Red Bird cau give the unwary collector a most

painful nip with his strong beak. In spite, however, of his strength,
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he allows himself to be driven ignominiously from his nest by the

smaller Blue Bird, as already mentioned. The skin of this species is

remarkably delicate, almost resembling tissue-paper. The rich vermilion

plumage soon fades when exposed to light.

In proof of the migratory nature of this species Mr. Bartram writes

to me, on the 27th of April, 1878, as follows: "Captain Tupper, of the

barque Continental, belonging to the State of Maine, put in here in

distress on a voyage from Brunswick, Ga., on or about the 12th of this

month. He tells me that one of our Eed Birds came on board his ship

and was caught 350 miles to the westward of Bermuda; the wind had

been eastward for some days; they also caught a Sandpiper the same

day, and they were both confined together in a basket ; but, as they

could not live together without fighting, they were turned adrift and

allowed to go their way."

Family ICTERIDiE.

Sub-family AGELAIN^.

Genus Dolichonyx, Sw.

64. Dolichonyx oryzivorus, (Linn.) Sw. Bobolink ; Rice-bird.

Eraberiza oryzivora, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wila.

Paaserina oryzivora, Vieil.

Dolichonyx oryzivorus, Sw., Bp., And., Gould, Gir., and late authors.

Icterus agripcnnis, Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Dolichonyx agripennis, Rich.

Length, 7.70 ; wing, 3.83 ; tail, 3.15.

Hal).—Eastern North America, north to Saskatchewan, west to Rocky

Mountains and somewhat beyond ; Utah, Nevada, Wyoming ; south to

Bolivia, La Plata, &c., Galapagos, West Indies, Central and South

America. (Coues.)

Mr. Hurdis says of this bird : " The Rice Bird is not known to visit

the Bermudas on its vernal flight, although in September and October

it seldom fails of being found there, generally in small flocks, and on

one occasion in considerable numbers. They frequent the marsbes^

where the ripe panicles of seed from the reeds and sedge offer an ami)le

abundance of their favorite food." Aud Colonel Wedderburn remarks

:

"During some years this bird is not uncommon, but always found in

winter plumage. They are so extremely fat that it is almost impossible

to preserve them." I have little to add to the above notes, except that

one of Mr. Bartram's specimens is a male in imperfect summer plumage.
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I never met with the species myself, but they were familiar to many of

my friends. They did not visit the Bermudas in the autumn of 1874^

but were numerous in September, 1875.

Genus Molothrus, Sw.

55. Molothrus pecoris, (Gm.) Sw. Cow-bird; Cow Blackbird.

Fringilla pecoris, Gm., Lath., Licht., Sabine.

Emberiza pecoris, Wils.

Passerina peooris, Vieil.

Icterus pecoris, Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Molothrus pecoris, Sw. & Rich., Bp., Aud., Gir., Bd., Trippe, and of writers gen-

erally.

Molobrus pecoris, Sundevall.

Molothrus ates. Gray,

Fringilla ambigua, 'Nntt,

Length, 8.00; wing, 4.42; tail, 3.40.

Hab.—Throughout temperate North America, north to 68° ; winters

in great numbers in the Southern States. (Coues.)

In Mr. Bartram's collection there is one example of this singular bird,

which takes the place of our European Cuckoo in North America, build-

ing no nest, but depositing its eggs by stealth in the nests of Warblers,

Vireos, Sparrows, &c. This solitary specimen is a male. It was shot

at Stocks Point by Mr. Bartram.

Sub-family ICTERIN^.

Genus Icterus, Auct.

66. Icterus haltimore, (Linn.) Daud. Baltimore Oriole; Golden Eobin»

Oriolus baltiviore, Linn., Gm., Wils.

Icterus baltiviore, Daud., Bp., Nutt., Aud., Bp., and of late writers generally.

Yphantes haltimore, Vieil., Bp., Woodh.
Hyphantes haltimore, Cab., Lawr.

Icterus haltimorensis, Bp., Scl. & Salv., Coues, Trippe.

Length, 7.50 ; wing, 3.75.

Hah.—United States east of Eocky Mountains, north regularly to

British Provinces; passes to Mexico aud Central America; Cuba (Coues).

" Caj)tain Tolcher, Fifty-sixth Eegiment, shot one of these birds early

in October, 1854, at Somerset. Mr. Hurdis found it amongst his collec-

tion of skins on the 20th of the same month, when Captain Tolcher as-

sured him that Mr. Harford, of his regiment, had killed another speci-

men about the same time, which, from being very much mutilated, he

had unfortunately thrown away." (Nat. in B., p. 27.) A third example,

a male in splendid plumage, is in my own collection. I shot it near

Hungry Bay on April 28, 1875. The bill and feet of this bird were

bright livid blue.
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Family CORVID^.

Sub-family CORVINE.

Genus Corvus, Linn.

57. Corvus americanus, Aud. American common Crow.
Corvus corone, Wils., Bp., Sw. & Eicli., Nutt.

Corvus americanus, Aud., Bp., Nutt., Maxim., Gir., and of authors generally.

Length, 19.00 to 20.00; wing, 13.00 to 13.50; tail, about 8.00.

Hah.—Temperate North America, excepting, probably, most of the

high central plains and the Southern Eocky Mountains, where the

Eaven abounds (Coues). Bermuda (resident).

The early history of this bird, so far as the Bermudas are concerned,

is somewhat obscure. In Smith's " History of Virginia" (to which colony

Bermuda at one time belonged), date 1623, Crows are mentioned as

being numerous in the islands. Colonel Wedderburn says, however

(Nat. in B., p. 33) : "A few of these birds are generally to be seen be-

tween the light-house and Hamilton. I have never found their nests,

but they are known to have bred, as a few young Crows were observed

near Warwick Church during the first week of April, 1849. It is sup-

posed that they were introduced from Nova Scotia some few years

:ago." Mr. Hurdis did not, apparently, find the species numerous, for

he says (Nat. in B., p. 66) : "In August, 1854, eleven of these Crows were

observed associating together at Gibbs Hill by the late Colonel Oakley,

Fifty-sixth Eegiment. This was double the number which had hitherto

frequented those i)arts, and arose, doubtless, from the young of that

season." It is somewhat difficult to reconcile the above evidence. Can

the species, once numerous, have become extinct, and have then been

introduced again ? This is possible, but I am inclined to the belief that

there have been Crows, more or less, in Bermuda since 1623, their wary

nature and their partiality for the dense cedar groves causing them to

have been but little noticed. However it may be, they are numerous

now ; so much so that a price has been set on their devoted heads by a

recent enactment—half-a-crown a bird, and sixpence an egg. That this

is a wise and necessary measure is universally conceded, as they do

much damage in the breeding season by destroying young poultry, and

the eggs and young of the other resident birds. As is well known, this

species is gregarious, except during the actual time of breeding. As

soon as the young are well able to fly the scattered families consort
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together. I have seen as many as sixteen in one flock in Jnne. Three

or four are commonly seen together in winter, when they frequent the

rocky shores in search of shell-fish, &c. At the approach of the breed-

ing season they separate into pairs, and select the most retired cedar

groves for their nesting places, the same couple resorting to a particular

spot for many years if undisturbed. The nest is a bulky structure of

sticks and cedar bark, warmly lined with the latter material and with

goats' hair; it is usually in a wide fork, against the trunk, and never

very high up. Eggs, usually four, exactly like those of our European

Crows. I have found as many as half a dozen nests, in various stages

of dilapidation, in the same clump of trees—the work, doubtless, of the

same pair. They seem invariably to build a fresh one every year. Only

one brood appears to be raised, leaving the nest about the end of May.

The earliest nest I heard of was one containing four fresh eggs on April

3, 1875. Lieutenant Denisou and I found five young birds in one nest,

two of which were somewhat less advanced in feathering than the re-

mainder; and, as we were mobbed all the time we were at the nest by

four old Crows, we came to the conclusion that the nest must be com-

mon to both pairs; rather an odd thing when one considers the solitary

breeding habits of the species. Mr. Bartram has a specimen measuring

21J inches in length, which we at first thought must be a Eaven, C.

corax, particularly as it did not mix with the other crows, and was shot

on a small island it frequented ; but subsequent examination inclined

me to believe that it was only an unusually large bird, perhaps a little

stretched in stufi&ug. Ordinary specimens measure 18 to 20 inches.

Suborder CLAMATORES.

Family TYRANNIDiE.

Sub-family TYRANNIX^.

Genus Tyrannus, Cuv.

68. Tyrannus carolitiensis, (Gm.) Temm. King-bird; Bee-Martin.

Lanius tyrannus, Linn., Gm., Latli.

Lanius tyrannus, var. carolinensis et hidovicianus, Gm., Lath.

Tyrannus carolinensis, Temm., Cab., Bel., and later writers.

Muscicapa rex, Bart.

Muscicapa tyrannus, Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Tyrannus pipiri, Vieil., Cab., Scl., Gundl., Cones, Sol. & Salv.

Tyrannus intrepidus, Vieil., Sw., Sw. «feRich., Bp., Woodh., Scl.

Muscicapa animosa, Licht.

Tyrannus Icucoyasler, Stephens,

c Tyrannus vieillotii, ^vf.
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Lengtli, 8.50; wing, 4.65: tail, 3.70.

Hah.—North America at large, north to 57° or farther, west to Eocky

Mountains, beyond which only observed in Washington and Oregon

Territories and British Columbia ; winters on extreme southern border,

and thence into Mexico, Central and South America to Peru ; Cuba.

(Coues.)

Recorded as very numerous in all the swamps in 1850, but not men-

tioned as occurring at other time.s, though Mr. Bartram has one or two

specimens of a later date. It would appear to be only a spring visitant.

A considerable number appeared in April, 1875, a small band of these

attaching themselves to the Devonshire and Hungry Bay district,

where several specimens, male and female, were obtained. These were

all immature, or rather in winter plumage, with the flame-colored head-

patch concealed by black tips to the feathers. Lieutenant Denison ob-

served several at Hungry Bay on the 22d September, 1875, but was

unfortunately unable to procure a specimen and thus establish the fact

of the species visiting Bermuda on its southward journey.

-59. Tyrannus dominicensis, Eich. Grey King-bird.

Tyrannus dominicensis, Briss., Ricli.,.Bd,

Lanius tyrannus, var. /? dominicenais, Gm.
Mtiscicapa dominicsnsis, And.

Melittarchns dominice7isis, Cab.

Tyrannus griseus, Vieil., Sw., Bp., Scl.

Tyrannus matutinus, Vieil.

Length, 8.00; wing, 4.65; tail, 4.00.

Hah.—South Carolina coast, accidental ; Florida Keys and West In-

dies ; Nicaragua ; Few Granada; Cuba; Jamaica. (B. B. & E.)

Only three specimens are on record, viz., one obtained by Colonel

Wedderburn in Mr. Hurdis's gardenon March 30, 1850, and two others on

St. David's Island on April 15, 1850.

Genus Contopus, Cab.

<60. Contopus borealis, (Sw.) Bd. Olive-sided Flycatcher.

Tyrannus borealis, Sw.

AlyioMus horealia, Gray.

Contopus borealis, Bd., and later authors.

Sayornis borealis. Wheat.
Pyrocephalus (Contopus) borealis. Gray.

Muscicapainornata, Coop. »&Nutt., Nutt.

Muscicapa cooperi, Nntt. And.,Putn.

Tyrannus cooppri, Bp., Nutt., Reinch.

Tyrannula cooperi, Bp.

Contopus cooperi. Cab.

Contopus mesoleucus, Scl., Sumih.
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Length, 7.50; wing, 4.33; tail, 3.30.

Rah.—Entire temperate North America ; Mexico ; Greenland ; rare in

Middle and Southern Atlantic States; South to Central America.

{Coues.)

Mr. Bartramhas one, shot by himself on his farm not many years since.

61. Contopus virens, (Liun.) Cab. Wood Pe-wee.

Muscicapa virens, Linn., Gm., Lath., Licbt., Bp., Nutt, And.
Tyrannula virens, Bp., Woodh.
Mi/iobius virens, Gruy.

Tyrannus virens, Nutt.

Myiarehiis virens. Cab., Scl.

Contopus virens, Cab., Scl., Scl. & Salv., Bd., and modern authors.

Pyrocephalus {Contopus) virens, Gray.

Muscieapa gnerula, Vieil.

Museicapa rapax, Wils.

Length, 6.15; wing, 3.50; tail, 3.05.

Hah.—Eastern North America to the borders of the high central

plains. Guatemala (!), Mexico, Costa Eica, Texas, Vera Cruz. (B. B.

&R.)

A single example was obtained by Mr. Hurdis on April 30, 1852.

Genus Empidonax, Cab.

62. Empidonax trailliij (Aud.) Bd. Traill's Flycatcher.

Muscicapa traillii, And.

Tyrannula trailli, Rich., Bp., Woodh.
Tyrannus traillii, Nutt.

Myiobius trailUi, Gray.

Empidonax traillii, Bd., Cab., Scl., and lato •writers.

Empidonax pusillus, var. Iraillii, B. B.& R.

Length, nearly G.OO ; wing, 2.90 ; tail, 2.60.

Hah.—Eastern United States and British Provinces, west to the cen-

tral plains, whence to the Pacific replaced by var. pusillus ; south to

New Granada. (Coues.)

One specimen is in Mr. Bartram's collection, shot at Stocks Point.
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Order PJCARI^.

Sub-order CYPSELL

Family CAPRIMULGID^.

Sub-family CAPRIMULGIN^.

Genus Chordeiles, Sw.

63. Ghordeiles virginianus, (Gni.) Bp. Night-Hawk.

Caprimulgus virginianus, Briss. (iu part), Gui. Lath., Bp., And., Nutt.

CaprimuJgus {Ghordeiles) virgimanus, Sw. & Rich,

Ghordeiles virginianus, Bp., And., Gir., Woodh., Cass., Brewer, Newb., Scl.,

Salv., Cones.

Caprivudgus popetue, Vieil., Bp.

Ghordeiles popetue Bd., Heerm., Coop. & Suck,, Lawr., Hayd,, Allen, Coop,,

Aiken,

Gaprimulgus americanus, Wils.

Length, 9.50 ; wing, 8.20.

j]^cih.—Entire temperate North and Middle America, north to Hudson's

Bay Cuba and Jamaica, migratory ; Bahamas; south to Brazil. (Cones.)

I cannot do better than quote from " The Naturalist in Bermuda '^

the following :
" These curious birds are sometimes very common in

April, and also in September and October, on their migration north and

south. The marsh below Government House was their great resort,

when, just as it was getting dusk, they would appear one by one, and

soon be skimming about in all directions, uttering every now and then

a sharp whirring sort of cry. They double and rush about in a most

wonderful manner, frequently depressing first one side, then the other.

Although flying close together, they seem to try and keep apart, each

having seemingly its own hunting ground " (Wedderburn). " When this

bird visits the islands of Bermuda from the north, it invariably appears

between the 20th of September and the 11th of October, and on its

vernal flight from the south, arrives with wonderful precision between

the 23d and 30th of April" (Hurdis). Individuals of this species were

observed by ofQcers of Prospect Garrison on February 20 and 28, 1875.

It would almost seem probable that these wintered in Bernuida ; but

the question requires further investigation. They are occasionally

picked up dead or in a dying condition. One was found dead in the

streets of St. George's on the 26th April, 1875, and a live one was

brought to me the same day. The stomachs of several I examined
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in October, 1874, contained numbers of the highly-perfumed " green

bug," Rhaphigaster prasinufi^ so obnoxious to delicate olfactory nerves.

For this good service alone the poor birds should be religiously pro-

tected during their short visits.

Family CYPSELIDiE.

Sub-family CH^TURIN^.

Genus Ch^tura, Steph.

64. Chcetura pelagica, (Linn.) Bd. Chimney Swift.

Hirundo pelagica, Linu.

Chcetura pelagica, B. B. & R.

Hirundo peJasgia, Linn., Vieil., Wils.

Cypsehis pelasgius, Bp., Nutt., And., De Kay, Maxim.
Chcetura pelasgia, Stepli., Bp., Aud., Bd., and authors generally.

Acanthylis pelasgia, Temm., Woodh., Brewer.

Length, 5.25; wing, 5.10; tail, 2.15.

^rtft.—Eastern United States and British Provinces. (Coues.)

One was shot on the 13tli September, 1849. On the 24th of that

month Mr. Hurdis noticed several, left behind after the great flight of

the Swallow tribe, already alluded to, had taken its departure. Mr.

Bartram obtained one in September, 1874, during my residence in the

islands, but I did not meet with the species myself.

Family TROCHILID^.

Genus Trochilus, Linn.

65. Trochilus colubris, Linn. Ruby-throated Humming-bird.

Trochilus colubris, Linn., Lath., Vieil., Wils., Jard., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Natt.,

Aud. Gir., and later authors.

Mellisuga colubris, Steph., Gray, Woodh.
Cgnanihus colubris, Jard.

Trochilus aureigaster, Lawr.

Length, 3.25 ; wing, 1.60 ; tail, 1.25.

Hab.—North America, east of Rocky Mountains, north to 57° at least,

south to Brazil ; Cuba ; winters in Florida (8). (Coues.)

I found the history of this bird's occurrence in Bermuda iu a very un-

satisfactory state. Colonel Wedderburn writes : " There is a tradition

that the Humming Bird visited the islands of Bermuda iu considerable

numbers about thirty years ago ; but of late years they have not l>een

noticed till the 2Gth April, 1852, when Mr. Hurdis wrote to me, saying

that Mr. John Darrell (son of the attorney-general, now chiefjustice, of

those islands) had seen a Humming Bird under the windows of his father's

Bull. Nat. Mus. No. 25 14
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house, where it was busily employed eutering the large white bell-

shaped flowers of the giant Stramonium, its tail only at times being

visible. Another was seen about the same time, and within about 2

miles of the same place, by a Miss Watson, in her brother's garden."

Referring to the above, Mr. Hurdis says :
" My endeavors to ascertain

the truth of the tradition alluded to by Colonel Wedderburn ended in

disappointment. The bird seen by Mr. Darrell was described to me as

greenish in color, with the tail—the only part visible at times—tipped

with white. I need not observe that this characteristic appertains to the

female." 1 was, therefore, much j)leased to establish its occurrence be-

yond a doubt, when going through Mr. Bartram's collection with him.

He has a genuine female specimen, shot with powdered rice by himself

close to his house, his attention having been called to the diminutive

stranger by one of his laborers, who thought it was a large moth. Two

others were seen at the same time, but not obtained. How these little

birds got to Bermuda is a marvel. They have powerful wings for

their size, calculated to keep u]) that humming vibratory motion neces-

sary for their mode of feeding ; but one would think that such a long

flight across the sea would induce weariness in so small a frame, and

leave them at the mercy of the winds and waves.

Family ALCEDINID^.

Genus Ceryle, Boie.

66. Ceryle alcyon, (Linn.) Boie. Belted Kingfisher.

Alcedo alcyon, Liuu., Gm., Lath., Vieil., WiLs., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Aiid.,Nutt.,

Gil'., Maxim., Trippe.

Ceryle alcyon, Boie., Bp., Gray, aud authors generally.

Ispida alcyon, Sw.

Megaceryh alcyon, Reich.

Chlorosceryle alcyon, Sol.

Alcedo ludoviciana, Gm.

Length of adult, 12.75 ; wing, 6.00.

Hab.—Over the waters of all jSorth and INIiddle America and many of

the West Indian Islands ; resident or imj)erfectly migratory, being in

the north forced away by the freezing of the waters; accidental in Ire-

land. (Coues.)

"These birds arrive regularly about the middle of September, aud are

to be found in all the mangrove swamps, creeks, and ponds in the islands.

Many remain during the winter, but they all disappear about the middle

of April" (Nat. in B., p. 33). I have seen these birds as late as the 26th
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April, and at oue time thought they must occasionally remain to breed;

but after much careful watching, in which I was assisted by my friends^

I came to the conclusion that they all depart, sooner or later, to breed

on the Xorth American continent. Hungry Bay is a favorite resort of

these fine birds. I have seen six or seven there together, chasing one

another, darting at the little fisli in the pools, and uttering their harsh,

rattling cry. They affect the same hunting grounds, especially those

birds that remain for the winter, and day after day, as one drives past

the creeks and sheltered bays, one sees the same solemn-looking indi-

vidual on the accustomed rock or cedar-borgh, one eye on the fish in

the water below, the other on the passers by.

Sub-order CUCULI.

Family CUCULID^.
Sub-family Coccygin^.

Genus Coccyzus, Bp.

67. Coccyzus erythraphthahnns, (Wils.) Bp. Black-billed Cuckoo.

Cucithis erythrophthalmus, Wils., Steph,, Hart.

Coccyzus erythroplitlialmus, Bp., Aud., Gir., Gray, and later writers.

Piaya erythrophthalma, Less.

Erythroplirys erythrophthalmus, Bp.

Coccygua eryihropthahnus. Cab., Bd., Hayd., Lawr., B. B. & E.
Coccyzus dominicus, Xutt.

Length, about 12.00; wing, 5.00 ; tail, 6.50.

Hab.—North America to Eocky Mountains; north to Labrador; south

through Mexico and Central America to the Yalley of the Amazon ?

Cuba, rarely ; no other Antillean record; said to winter in Florida;

accidental in Europe. (Cones.)

The first example recorded was shot by Gibbs early in October, 1874,

at the same time as a number of the succeeding species, C. americanus.,

from which its smaller bill, less white on the tips of the tail-feathers,

and red ring round the eye, at once distinguish it. Mr. Bartram also

obtained a specimen that autumn, and I found two others in his collec-

tion, labeled C. americanus. I saw one near Devonshire Bay on the

19th April, 1875, and oue (probably the same) was brought to me on

the 30th of that month from Hungry Bay. Lieutenant Hopegood, of

the Ninety-seventh Regiment, shot one of a pair in a potato-field near

De\oushire Bay on the 8th May, 1875. I imagine this species has

occurred more frequently than the records tend to show, not having

been distingniished from its larger-billed congener.
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68. Coccyzus americcmus, (Liuu.) Bp. Yellow-billed Cuckoo.

Cuculus dojninicensis, Briss. Cuculue dominicua, Linn., Lath., Gm.
Coccygus doininicus, Bd.

Piaya dominica, Gray.

Cuculus carolinensis , Briss., Wils.

Erytliroplirya carolinensis, Sw.

Cuculus americanus, Linn., Gm., Lath., Steph., Hart.

Coccyzus americanus, Bp., Nutt., Aud., and later authors.

Piaya americana, Less.

Erytlirophrys americanus, Bji.

Coccygus americanus, Cab., Bd., Hayd., Coop., Allen, Trippe, B. B. & R.

Coccyzus pyrrhopterus, Vieil.

Cuculus cinerosus, Temm.
Coccyzus hairdii, Scl., Gray.

Length, 12.00 ; wiug, 5.95 ; tail, 635.

Hah.—Ea.stern United States, to the Missouri lilains, California and

Nevada, Jamaica, Porto Rico, Costa Rica, Lower Eio Grande. Acci-

dental in Europe, (B. B. & R., Coues.)

A few specimens only are recorded previous to the 9th October, 1849,

Tvhen an extraordinary invasion took place. Thousands of these birds

suddenly appeared in all parts of the islands, most of them departing

as suddenly the next day. A few were seen in April, 1852. They were

numerous from the 12th to the 15th of October, 1874, and a few remained

behind for some time. I shot one near Devonshire Bay, in a potato-

field, on the 7th ifovember; its stomach (like that of other specimens

examined) was full of green caterpillars collected from the leaves of the

potatoes. I was very angry with myself for having killed the poor bird

when doing such good service.

Sub-order PICI.

Family PKJID^..

Sub-family TICIN^.

Genus Sphyrapicus, Baird.

69. Sphyrapicus varius, (Linn.) Bd. Yellow-bellied Woodpecker.

Picus varius, Linn., Gm., Lath., Vieil., Wils., Bp., Wagl., Nutt., Lees., Aud.,

Gray, Reich., Maxim., Scl., Reiuh., Sund.

Picus (Dendrocopus) varius, Sw. & Rich.

Pilumnus varius, Bp.

Sj)hyrapicus varius, Bd., Malh., Coues, and most late writers.

Sphyropicus vay-ius, Scl. & Sal v., Scl., B. B. «fe R.

Picus (Sphryrapicus) varius. Gray.

Picus atrothorax. Less.

Length, 8.25 ; wing, 4.75 ; tail, 3.30.

Eal).—The typical form in Eastern North America, north, to 61° at

least south to Guatemala, Mexico, Cuba, Bahamas, Greenland. (Coues.)
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Of this species Colonel Wedderburn says : "In general not very com-

mon. I first saw it in December, 1847 again in November, 1848; and

in April 18o0, a great many suddenly appeared, several of which I shot.

Many of the palmetto trees are bored by this bird. It breeds in Mr.

Ballinghall's garden every year, and I should think that a few also breed

in holes in the large trees at Brackish Pond, and in some of the other

large swamps." Three examples occurred during my stay, but I could

not ascertain whether they bred or not in 1875. I don't think they did

so in Brackish Pond, where I kept a careful watch for them. Mr. Bar-

tram has about a dozen specimens, scarcely two of which are alike, so

variable is the plumage of the species. They are all in immature dress,

with the crimson patches more or less replaced by mottled gray, but all

possess the characteristic "yellowness" which distinguishes the bird

from nearly all the other American Picidce.

Genus Colaptes, Sw.

70. Colaptes auratus, (Limi.) Bw. Golden-winged Woodpecker; Flicker.

Cticidus an rat us, Liun.

Picus anratus. Linu, Forst., Vieil., Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Colaptes anratus, Sw., Sw. & Rich., Bp., Bd., aud most authorB.

Geopicus auratus, Malli.

Length, 12.50 ; wing COO.

Hah.—Eastern North America to the slopes and foot-hills of the

Eocky Mountains, where in many localities it becomes mixed with C.

mexicanus; Alaska ; Greenland. Accidental in Europe. (Coues.)

The only specimens ever obtained were shot by officers of the Sixty-

first Kegiment in Devonshire Marsh, as my friend Mr. J. M. Jones

informed me. One or two were shot in 1871, 1 think, but no others are

on record.

Order RAPTORES.

Family STRIGID^.

Sub-family STRIGIN^.

Genus Otus, Cuv.

71. Otus vulgaris var. wilsoniaiitis, (Less.) Allen. American Long-eared

Owl.

Otus amcricanus, sp., Kaup., Maxiin, Allen.

Strix peregrinaior, Bartr..

Asio pcreyrinaior, Strickland.

Strix otus, Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud. Peal.

Sirix (Asio) otus, Sw. & Rich.
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Otus ivilsonianus, Less., Cass., Brew., Bd., Cooper, Cones, Hayd.
Otus vulgaris, Jard., And., Gir.

Otus vulgarus americanus, Schl.

Otus vidgaj-is var. ivilsonianus, Allen, Cones, B. B, «fe R.

Female: Length, about 15.00; wing, 11 to Hi; tail, 6.

Male, rather smaller.

Hah.—Whole of the temperate North America? (B. B. & R.)

This near ally of our European 0. vulgaris has occurred frequently,

but irregularly, during the winter months, generally on the highest part

of the islands, near the light-house. One in Mr. Bartram's collection

was caught alive at Mount Langton a few years ago. This bird did not,

to my knowledge, visit Bermuda during the year 1874-'75.

Genus Brachyotus, Gould.

72. Brachyotus palustris, (Bechst.) Gould. Short-eared Owl.

Strix brachyotus, Gm., Lath., Dand., Bechst., Shaw, Temm., Mey., Vieil., Roux,

Brewer, Yarr., Penn., Morris, Wils., Bp.,N'ntt., And.

Otus brachyotus, And., Jard., Gir., Cass., Reinh., Allen, Boie, Steph., Nanm.,

Eyt., Schl., Gray, Cuv., Less., Sw., Bp., Selby, Mont., Eanp.

Asio brachyotus, Macgil., Strickl.

Ulula brachyotus, Macgil.

Strix accipitrina. Pall., Gm., Dand.

Asio itlula. Less.

Otus ulula, Cnv.

Strix palustris, Bechst., Lath., Shaw, Mey.

Otus palusfris, DeKay, Gonld, Brehm.

BraGhyotus palustris, Bp., Cones, Gould.

Strix brachyura, Nilss.

Strix caspia, Shaw.

Brachyotus galapagoensis, Gonld.

Otus galapagoensis, Darw., Bp., Gray.

Asio galapagoensis, Strickl.

Female: Length, about 15 inches; wing, 12; tail, 6.

Male rather smaller.

Hah.—Europe, Asia, Greenland, America, West Indies. (Cones.)

Not so frequent a visitor as the preceding; but, like it, appearing in

the autumn and winter months, and usually seen on the south side,

near the light-house. The attraction presented by that part of the

islands would appear to consist of a plentiful supply of mice, which

inhabit the sandy scrub-covered hills near the shore. Mr. Bartram has

two specimens of this Owl, and I obtained two myself during my stay

—

one at the Sand Hills, and another in Warwick Swamp.
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Sub-family SYRNI:N'^.

Genus Syrnium, Sav.

73. Syrnium nebiilosum, (Forst.) (Boie). Barred Owl.

Strix nebtdosa, Forst., Gin., Lath.. Daud., Vieil., Wils., Jarrl., Bp., Sw. <feRich.,

Nntt., Aiul., DeKay.

Syniium nebiilosum, Boie, Gray, Gonid, And., Cass., and later United States

authors.

TJlula nebulom, Steph., Cuv., Less., Bp., Schl.

Strix chichictii, Gm.
Strix variua, Bart.

Strix fernandica, Shaw.

Length, about 20.00; wing, 13.00 to 14.00; tail, 9.00.

Sexes nearly of the same size.

Sab.—!N^orth America, east of the Rocky Mountains, chiefly Fnited

States. (Cones.)

Mr. Hurdis observed one of these birds on the 2d April, 1851.

Genus Nyctale, Brehm.

74. Nyctale acadica (Gm.) Bp. Saw-whet Owl.

Strix acadica, Gm., Daud., Vieil., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Jard., Nutt., And., DeKay.

Nyciale acadica. Bp., Gray, Kaup, Strickl., Cass., Brewer, Scl., and later

authors.

Xyctala acadica, Gray.

Scotophilns acadicus, Sw.

yoctua acadica, Rich.

Fhila acadica, Aud., Putn., Schl.

Strix acadiensis. Lath., Shaw.

Strix albifrons, Shaw., Lath.

Bitbo albij'rous, Vieil.

Scops aJbifrons, Steph.

Xyctala albifrons, Cass., Cones, Coop., Verr.

Nyctata albifrons, Gray.

Strix phalaenoides, Daud., Lath., Vieil., Shaw.

Athene rcilsoni, Boie.

Total length, 7^ to 8 inches; wing, 5^; tail, 2f to 3.

Sexes nearly the same size.

ffab.—Temperate Xorth America from Atlantic to Pacific, chiefly,

however, northern United States and adjoining British territory rang-

ing southward in woody, mountainous regions into Mexico. Oaxaca.

(Cones.)

A rare straggler. Colonel Wedderburn's notes contain all the infor-

mation we possess. He says (Nat. in B. p. 25) :
" Only one specimen,

found on the 12th January, 1849, sitting inside the muzzle of one of the

guns at Ireland Island by an artilleryman. It is to be hoped that the
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said gunner has more nerve when working a gun than he displayed on

finding the little bird, being afraid to catch it, as, he said, 'it glow'red

at him.' It was caught by a man of the Forty-second, and lived in my

room for several days, getting quite tame. At night it always became

restless, and finally killed itself against the wires of the cage. Mr. Harry

Tucker saw another some short time afterwards, in a cave on the south

shore."

Sub-family NYCTEININ^.

Genus Nyctea, Steph.

75. Nyctea scandiaca., (Linn.) Newton. Snowy Owl.

Strix scandiaca, Linu.

Nyctea scandiaca, Newt., Dress.

Nyctea scandiaca, xav arctica, Ridg., B. B. & R.

Strix nyctea, Linn., Briss., Briinn., Foret., Gra., Lath., Daud., Vieil., Pall.,

Wile., Bp., Temm., Xutt., And., &c.

Noctiia nyctea, Cnv., Boie., Less., Brehm., Sclil.

Surnia nyctea, Selby, Gould, Jard., Keys. & Bias., And., Gir., Putn., Kaup.

Syrnia nyctea, Macgil., Jard., Watt.

Strix nirea. Thumb., Daud.

Nociua nivea, Brehm.

Nyctea nivea. Gray, Bp., Cass., Brewer, Bd., and many later authors.

Strix hubo, var. albus, Daud.

Strix Candida, Lath.

Nyctia Candida, Sw.

Strix erminea, Shaw.

Total length, 24 to 27 inches; wing, 16 to 17 ;
tail, 10.

J5a5.—Northern regions of both continents, migrating southward in

winter. Kesident in Canada, Bermuda, South Carolina, Kentucky.

(Baird.)

Colonel Wedderburn observes (Nat. in B., p. 25) : Lieutenant Fayrer,

royal navy, shot two specimens at Boss's Cove in the autumn of 1843.

Another, a fine female specimen, was shot by a person named Llewellyn,

at Ireland Island, on the 29th November, 1853. This bird was only

wounded, and when examined by Mr. Hurdis, on the 13th December

following, appeared lively and well. When being fed, it frequently

erected a little tuft of feathers on each side of the head, so as to resem-

ble small horns. Two frequented the islands in the autumn of 1875

;

one of these was shot by Lieutenant Tallents, Twentieth Regiment, the

other escaped, though it remained two months or more.
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Genus Surnia, Dum^ril.

76. Surnia iihda, var. hudsonia, (Gm.) Coues. American Hawk Owl.

Strix freti hudaouis, Briss.

Strix hudsonia, Gm., Wils, Shaw, Vieil.

Surnia hudsonia, James.

Surnia uhda var. hudsoiiia, Coues.

Strix canadensis, Briss., Shaw.

Strix funerea, Sw. & Rich., And., Bp., Brewer, Peab.

Surnia uhila, Cass., Gray, Lord, Kaup, Dall & Baiin., Mayn.

Female: Length, 16 to 17 inches; wing, 9; tail, 7.

Male: Eather smaller.

Hah.—Arctic America, south in winter into Northern United States.

Wisconsin, Massachusetts, Dakota, and Montana. (B. B. «& R.)

A single specimen was " seen by Col. Drummond, at St. George's, quite

close to him, on a Sunday afternoon, otherwise it would have been shot"

(Nat. in B., p. 55).

Family FALCONID^.

Sub-family MILVIN^.

Genus Circus, Lac^pMe.

77. Circus cyaneus, var. hudsomus, (Linn.) Schl. Marsh Hawk; Amer*

ican Harrier.

Fclco hudsonius, Liun., Gm., Lath., Daud.

Circus hudsonius, Vieil, Cass., Heerm., Strickl., Coues, Blakist.

Circus cyaneus hudsonius, Schl.

Circus cyaneus, var. hudsonius, Coues, Gray.

Striijiteps hudsonius, Bp.

Falco spadiceus, Gm., Forst.

Falco uliginosus, Gm., Lath., Daud., Wils., Sab.

Circus uliginosus, Keil., DeKay, Max.
Strigiceps uliginosus, Bp. Kaup.

lalco cyaneus, Aud., Bp.

Circus cyaneus, Bp., Jard., Sw. & Rich., Aud., Brewer, Nutt., Gir., Qray.

Female: Length, 19 to 21; wing, 15i; tail, 10.

Male: Length, 16 to 18; wing, 14^; tail, 8.J to 9.

Hah.—Entire continent of North America; south to Panama, Cuba,

Bahamas. (B. B. & R.)

This species is occasionally seen in Bermuda in the autumn. One

was shot by Mr. Pooley, Twentieth Regiment, in 1845, and one by Mr.

Hurdis in December, 1851. Mr. Bartram has a male and two female

specimens. As might have been expected, he was somewhat unwilling

to believe that they were of the same species. A female was picked up

dead in Warwick Parish in November, 1874, by a "colored" boy, who

showed it to me too late for preservation, unfortunately.
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Subfamily ACCIPITRIN^.

Genus Accipiter, Briss.

78. Accipiter fuscus^ (Gm.) Gray. Sharp-shinned Hawk.
Falco fuscus, Gm., Lath., Daud., Bp., Nutt.,Au(l., Brewer.

Accipiter fuscus, Bp., Cass., Bd., Scl., and most late authors.

Asiur fuscus, Aud., DeKay, Gir.

Kisus fuscus, Kaup., Finsch., B. B. «fe R.

Falco dubiua, Gm., Lath., Daud.
Accipiter striaius, Vieil.

Falco relax, "Wils., Bp.

Accipiter relax, Vig., Steph.

Falco peimsyliHinicus, Wils.

Nisus pennsylvanicus, Cuv.

Accipiter pennsylraniens, Vig., Steph., Sw. «& Rich., Jard., Sw.
Sparvius lineatus, Vieil.

Accipiter ardosiacus, Vieil.

Female: Length, 12 to 14; wing, 7^ to 8; tail, 6^ to 7.

Male: Length, 10 to 11; wing, 6 to 6J; tail, 5 to 5J.

Eah.—The whole of North America; south to Panama. Bahamas.

(B. B. & R.)

Colonel Wedderburn has a specimen in his collection, shot near Pen-

niston's Pond on the 23d February,* 1853, and Mr. Bartram has another,

shot by himself near Stock's Point.

Genus ASTUR, Lacdp^de.

79. Astur atricapillus, (Wils.) Jard. American Goshawk.

Falco atricapillus, Wils., Wag , Nutt.

Hierafalco atricapillus, Cuv.

Sparvius atricapillus, Vieil.

Astur atricapillus, Jard. & Selby, Bp., Kaup., Cass., and late authors.

Falco palumiarius, Bp., Aud.

Accipiter palumharius, Sw. &. Rich.

Astur palumbarius, Aud., Gir.

Astur palumharius, var. atricapillus, Ridg., B. B. <& R.

Falco regalis, Temm.
Dcedalian pictum, Less.

Female: Length, 22 to 24; wing, about 14; tail, 10^ to 11.

Male: Length about 20; wing, 12i; tail, 9^.

Hah.—North America, chiefly in the northwestern portions. (Baird.)

I examined two specimens in Mr. Bartram's collection, the only ones

that have occurred. One is a fine adult, shot on Somerset Island some

twelve years since; the other is in immature plumage, with the close

barring of the under parts only just commencing to appear on the thighs.
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Sub-family FALCONII^^.

Genus Falco, Liuu.

80. Falco communis^ Gm. Peregrine Falcon; Duck-Hawk.

Falcn communis, Gm., Lath., Daud., Savi., Wils., Less., Schl., Bp.

Falco peregi-inus, Ord., Sab., Rich., Bp., James, Woodh., Gir., Gray.

Falco orientalis, Gm.,Lath., Daud.

Falco melanogeinjs, Gould, Gray, Bp., Kaup, Strickl.

Falco anatum, Bp., Gosse, Cass., Brewer, Bd., Cab., Newt., Allen, Coues, Dall

& Bann. Coop., and most late American writers.

Falco nigriceps, Cass., Strickl., Coop. &, Suck., Gray, Coop.

Length, 18 to 20 inches ; wing, 14 to 15 ; tail, 7 to 8.

Hab,—yearly cosmopolitan, var. communis from most parts of the

Old World, var. melanogenys from Australia and Java, var. anatum gen-

erally distributed in America. (Coues.)

This bird, which Bonaparte separated from the European '•'• communis''''

or ^'peregrinns,''^ under the name ^^anatum,^^ has now been restored, on

the authority of Schlegel and other distinguished ornithologists, to its

original position. It is a rare visitor to Bermuda. One was killed in

1846 by Dr. Cole, Twentieth Regiment. Another was wounded and

taken alive by a colored man on the 1st February, 1850, and presented

to Mr. Hurdis, who kept it for several months. A third was also cap-

tured, after a revolving gale, at the dockyard. I never saw this grand

bird alive while I was quartered in the islands, but I examined a speci-

men in Mr. Bartram's collection, and another, in the flesh, shot by Lieu-

tenant Tallents, Twentieth Regiment, at Penniston's Pond, on the 10th

October, 1874. Mr. Bartram informs me that a pair were shot by a man
named Hollis in October, 1875; the male was killed, but the female,

being only winged, was kept alive by Mr. Bartram till the end of March,

1877.

81. Falco columharins, Linn. Pigeon Hawk.
Falco columbarUis, Linn., Forst., Gm., Lath., Daud., Cuv., Wils., Jard., Brewer

Bp.,Nutt., Less., Sw. & Rich., Sw., And., Gir., Coop. & Suck., Coop., Ridg.,

Allen, Coues.

Falco (Hiipotriorchis) columbarius, of many authors, Cass.

Tinnunculns columharius, Vieil.

Xisiis columharius, Cuv.

Astur columharius, Boie.

nypotriorclus columbarius, Gray, Bp., Woodh., Cass., Brewer, Heerm., Drees.,

Coues, Dall »S: liaun., Lawr.

JEsalon columbarius, Kaup, Gray.

Falco (J^salon) liihofalco, var. columbarius, Ridg., B. B. & R.

Falco intermixtus, Daud., Lath.

Falco temerarius, Aud., Nutt.
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Length: Female, 12 to 14; male, 10 to 11 inches. Wing: female, 8 to

9 ; male, 7^ to S. Tail : female. 5 to oi ; male, 5.

fi«5.— TernIterate Xorth America, Mexico, Central America, North-

ern South America. Cuba. Jamaica, Bermuda, Ecuador, Venezuela.

A frequent visitor, always in the autumn and winter mouths. Hardly

a year passes without a few stragglers appearing. I saw one flying

over Devonshire Swamp on the 2d November, and obtained a beautiful

male from the same place on the 3d December, 1874.

Sub-genus TIX^^UNCULUS, Yieil.

82. Falco sparverkis, Linn. American Sparrow-Hawk.

Falco sparvvrius. Liun, Gin., Lath., Daud., Wils., Cut., Jard., Brewer, Bp.,

Sw. & Eicli., Xntt., Aud., Yieil., and late authors.

FaJco (Thuiuncidus) sparverius, of some authors, Eidg., B. B. &R.
TinnymcitJvs sparverius, Yieil, Gray, Bp., Cass, Cones, and many authors.

Cerchneis sjmrveriiis, Boie, Bp.

PacUonis eparverius. Kaup.

Length, 11 to 12; wing, 7 to 7^; tail, 5 to 5J.

Hah.—The whole of North America and southward (Coues),

Only one recorded, shot near the Sluice Ponds on the 9th December,

1853, while in the act of pouncing on some chickens (Nat. in B., p. 24).

Sub-family BUTEONIN^.

Genus Buteo, Cuv.

83. Buteo borealis, (Gm.) Vieil. Eastern Eed-tailed Buzzard; Hen-
Hawk.
Falco iorealis, Gm., Lath., Daud., "\Vils., Sabine, Bp., Wagl., Nutt., Aud.

Buteo horealis, Yieil, Sw. & Rich., Yig., Less., Jard., Brewer, Bp., Aud., Gosse,

Cass., and late authors.

Astur borealis, Cuv., Sw.

PoRcilopternis borealis, Kaup.

Buteo (Craxirex) horealis, Gray.

Falco lererianus, Gm., Lath, Daud., Shaw, Wils.

Falco jarnaicensis, Gm.
Buteo ferrugineicaudus, Yieil, Cuv.

Accipiter ruficandus, Yieil.

Buteo fulvKs, Yieil.

Buteo americanus, Yieil.

Female : Length, 22 to 24; wing, 15 to 16; tail, 8^. Male : Length,

19 to 21; wing, 14; tail, 7^ to 8.

Rab.—Whole of North America, Mexico, Cuba, Jamaica (Coues).

Mr. Barti'am has one specimen, an adult, with fine chestnut tail, shot

at Baylis's Bay, about twelve years ago, by a man named Hollis, who

is still residing in the islands, the same who shot the two Peregrine
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Falcons alluded to iu the notes on that species. About the same time

a nest of this buzzard containing young is said to have been found in the

cliff's of Harrington Sound, but what became of this nest and its occu-

pants history saith not. I see no reason to doubt the story, especially

as it is corroborated by an authentic specimen of the bird ; but I unfor-

tunately did not see the man HoUis, as I meant to have done. Large

liawks are mentioned as common in Bermuda by the old historians,

and this species may have once been resident and numerous. The high

clifls on the north side of Harrington Sound offer great attractions to

raptorial birds, iu default of large timber, for nesting, and this species is

known to breed in Jamaica (Gosse, B. of Jamaica, p. 14).

Genus Akchibuteo, Brehm.

84. Archibuteo lagojms, var. sancti-joliannis, (Gm.) Eidg. American

Rough-legged Buzzard.

Faico Sancti-Johannis, Peuu., Gm., Lath., Daud., Shaw, Bp., And.. Gir.

Bides Sancti-Johannis, Jard., Nutt., De Kay.

Butadtes Sancti-Johannis, Cuv., Bp.

Archibuteo Sancti-Johannis, Gray, Bp., Cass., Kaup., Strickl., Brewer.
Falco sjjadiceus, Gm., Latti, Daud.

Butes spacliceus, Vieil.

Falco lar/opus, Wils., Brewer, Bp., Aud.

Buteo lagopus. Rich., Aud., Jard., Nutt.

Archibuteo lagopus, Cass., Brewer, Coop. «fc Luck., Coues.

Falco niger, Wils., Lath.

Buteo niger, Steph., Vig., Cuv.

Buteo ater, Vieil.

Female : Length, 22 to 24 ; wing, 17 to 17J ; tail, 9.

Male : Length, 20 to 22 ; wing, 16 to IG^; tail, 8 to ^.

Rab.—Typical lagoinis, European. Yar. Sancti-Johannis, in North

America at large, rather northerly; the melanoticcoudition chiefly ob-

served in the Middle Atlantic States, New England, and northward

(Coues).

A dingy old specimen in Mr. Bartram's possession, covered with dust

aud cobwebs, and with all the quills and tail-feathers nibbled off short

by rats, appears to belong here. Its measurements and fully-feathered

tarsi are, I think, unmistakable. The bird was originally dubbed an

" Eagle." It was shot near Prospect Camp by a medical gentleman,

who gave it to Mr. Bartram.
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Sub-family AQUILINE.

Genus Pandion, Savigny.

85. Pandion kalia'etus, (Linn.) Cuv. Osprey.

Aquila haU(etus, Briss., Mey., Jen.

Falco haliaeius, Linn.. Gm., Lath., Daud., Shaw, Temm., Wils., Bp., Nutt.,

Aud., Gir., Naum.
Accipiter halicetus, Pall.

Pandion halicetus, Cuv., Less., Steph., Sw., Kaup, Eyton, Bp., Keys & Bias.,

Schl., Gray, Strickl., Cones, aud of authors.

Falco arundinaceus, cayanensis, carolinensis, Gm., Daud.
Pandion carolinensis, Bp., De Kay, Strickl., Cass., Brewer, Heerm., Coop. &

Suck., Lord, Cones, Dall & Baun., Coop., and most late U. S. authors.

Pandion haliwtus, var. carolinensis, Ridg., B. B. & R.

Pandion fluvialis, Savi., Less., Vieil., Degl., Rous, Baill., Puch.

Pandion americanus, Vieil., Sw., Vig.

Pandion indicus, Hodges.

Pandion leucoceplialus, Gould, Gray, Bp., Strickl.

Pandion halicetus, var. leucocephalus, Ridg., B. B. 6c R.

Female : Length about 25 inches ; wing, 21 ; tail, lOJ.

Male rather smaller.

Hah.—Cosmopolitan. American and Australian, respectively, under

the names of P. carolinensis and P. leucocephalus, have been currently

regarded as distinct races or species (Coues).

The movements of this cosmopolitan species in Bermuda are some-

what mysterious. In 1874 I saw the first on April 22 ; in 1875, one was

observed on the 17th of that month. During May they are often to be

seen, especially about the Great Sound, along the south shore, and at

Peuiston's Pond, but whether these are old or young birds I cannot say,

as I religiously abstained from shooting one. During the summer

months I lost sight of them, though I believe they were occasionally

observed, but in autumn I met with one or two specimens. On May 2,

1875, I watched for some time two of these fine birds circling over

Devonshire Swamp. This gave rise to the question, " Do they breed

here! " I took eggs in Southern Spain, slightly incubated, on March 29;

and there being but little difference of latitude between the two places,

it would be only natural to suppose that if they were going to nest in

Bermuda they would have arrived earlier. Probably, therefore, they

are young birds from early nests on the mainland. They are said by

Newton to be found on the island of St. Croix at all times except dur-

ing the breeding season, and the same remark doubtless applies to

Bermuda. I could hear nothing of nests in former years. I must

leave the question to be solved by future visitors to the islands.
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Genus Haliaetus, Savigny.

86. Haliaetus leucocephalus, (Linn.) Sav. White-headed Eagle; Bald

Eagle.

AquiJa Jeucocejyhalus, Briss., Vieil., Pall., Sw.

Falco leucocephahis, Liuu., Gm., Lath., Shaw, Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud., Brewer.

Haliaetus Icucocejihalus, Savig., Cuv., Less., Steph., Bp., Aud., Gir., Gray,

Cass., Brewer, aud of authors geuerally.

AquiJa {haliaetus) leucocephahis, Sw. & Rich,

Falco pijoargus, Daud.

Falco ossifragus, Wils.

Falco washingtonii, Aud., Nutt., Brewer, James.

Haliaetus ivashingtonii, Bp., Aud., Cass.

Female : Length, 35 to 40 ; wing, 23 to 25 ; tail, 14 to 15.

Male : Length, 30 to 34 ; wing, 20 to 22 ; tail, 13 to 14.

Hah.—The whole of Xorth America; Greenland (Coues),

This fine bird was seen by Mr. Hurdis, in Hamilton Harbor, on the

8th June, 1853, and an undoubted adult example was frequently ob-

served in Pembroke Marsh aud other places between the 2d aud 11th

March, 1854. Mr. Bartram informs me that he came upon one perched

on an old turret of the Castle, at the entrance of Castle Harbor, on the

1st May, 1877. He at first thought it was an osprey, but soon noticed

the white head and neck of the Eagle. He had no gun with him at the

time. Again, on the 10th October, 1878, he was told of a strange bird

on a tree near his house, and on i^roceeding to the spot " it flew past

me quite low, and slow, not more than twenty or thirty yards from me,

and I was so much occupied in taking stock of it that I never once

thought of pulling the trigger until it was out of reach. Its head aud

neck were clear white ; all the other parts dark-brown." In a subse-

quent paragraph of his letter he adds : "I have just (14th October,

1878) got word that one of my gunners was after the Eagle on Long-

bird Island this afternoon, but a carriage came along aud scared it

away. 1 hope that some of us will get a chance yet." As I have not

since heard from Mr. Bartram, I am unable to state anything definite

regarding the capture of the bold stranger, and the White-headed

Eagle must still be included in the Bermuda lists as " seen but not

obtained." Nevertheless, the evidence is so very strong aud clear that

1 have not hesitated to give a place to the species in this work.

Mr. Bartram writes, under date 9th December, 1878, that this fortu-

nate bird made good his escape after all. (S. G. R.)
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Family CATHARTIDiE.

Genus Cathartes, III.

87. Cathartes aura, (Linn.) 111. Turkey-buzzard.

Vultur aura, Linn., Gm., Lath., Bartr., Vieil., Wils., Licht., And., Darwin,
Wagl.

Cathartes aura, 111., Cut., Vig., Less., Bp., Jard., Sw. «fe Rich., Nutt., Sw.,

Aud., d'Orhig., and authors generally.

Catharista aura, Viel., Gray.

Percnopterua aura, Steph.

Bhinogryphus aura, Ridg., B. B. & R.

Vtiltur aura fj, Lath.

Vultur iota, Molina, Gm., Daud.
Cathartes iota, Auct.

Length, 30 ; wing, 23 ; tail, 12.

Hab.—All of North America, except the Arctic Eegions (Baird).

A male of this ill-favored species appeared during the yellow-fever

epidemic of 1853. Was its coming accidental, or did some marvelous

instinct lead it there °? It was shot in the latter part of November, aud

subsequently examined by Mr. Hurdis.

Order COLUMBil.

Family COLUMBID^.

Sub-family COLUMBINE.

Genus Ectopistes, Sw.

88. Ectopistes migratoria, (Linn.) Sw. Passenger Pigeon.

Coluniba canadensis, Linn., Gm.
Colurnba migratoria, Linn., Gm., Forst., Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Ectopistes migratoria, Sw., Bp., Reich., Aud., aud late writers.

Peristera migratoria, Schl.

Length, 17; wing, 8.50; tail, 8.40.

Eah.—The greater part of North America, but scarcely west of Eocky

Mountains; Cuba; accidental in Europe (Cones).

Colonel Wedderburn records that one was seen by Dr. Cole; but no

date is given. Mr. Bartram shot one as he lay on a sofa in his mu-

seum with "broken-bone" fever, on October 24, 1863; it was sitting on

a tree close to his house. My friend IMr. J. M. Jones was informed by

Mr. J. H. Trott that, previous to 1831, small parties of these birds were

resident in the islands, breeding in the caves at Walsingham, and along
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the south shore; but 1 am inclined to think, with all deference to the

authority given, that these must have been escaped "Blue Eocks"froin

dove-cotes in the islands.

Subfamily ZENAIDI:N"^.

Genus Zenaidura, Bp.

89. Zenaidura carolinensis, (Linn.) Bp. Carolina Dove.

Columba carolinetisia, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Ectopistes carolinensis, Rich., Bp., Aud., Heerm.

Zenaidura carolincnsifi, Bp., Bd., Scl., Coop. & Luck., Hayd., Coues, Dress.,

Allen, Lawr., Coop.

Perissura carolinensis, Cah.

Peristera carolinensis, Schl.

Columba martjinata, Liuu., Gm., Wag.
Ectopistes marginata, Gray.

Zenaidura margincUus, Bp.

Length, 12.85; wing, 5.75; tail, 6.70.

. Hab.—United States, from Atlantic to Pacific ; Canada West; Cuba;

south to Panama (Coues).

Specimens are recorded in The Naturalist in Bermuda. One was shot

b^' Captain Harvey on March 20, 1850, and another was taken alive

at Spanish Point on October 30, 1854 . I saw one at the Sand Hills on

November 5, 1874. A small flock frequented the fields near Whale Bay

all through the winter of 1874-'5, and specimens were obtained, one by

Lieutenant Hussey, Royal Engineer, on February 11, 1875. I hear from

Lieutenant Denison that two were seen as late as June 20, 1875. Can

they have remained to breed ! These pretty birds are fond of associat-

ing with the next species, feeding with them on the newly-turned fields,

conspicuous, when the flock is disturbed, by their larger size and

long tails. Their flight is very strong and rapid.

Genus Cham^pelia, Sw.

90. Chamoepelia passerma, (Linn.) Sw. Ground Dove.

Columba passcriua, Liun., Lath., Wils., Wag., Aud., Lund.

Columba (Goura) passerina, Bp., Nutt.

Chamoepelia passerina, Sw.

Chamoepelia passerina, Bp., Gosae, Bd., Scl., Cab., Lawr., Coop,

Chamoepelia granatina, Bp.

Chamcepelia albivita, Bp.

Length, 6.30; wing, 3.50; tail, 2.80.

ITab.—South Atlantic and Gulf coasts ; accidental near Washington

;

Lower California, West Intlies, New Granada, Venezuela, Bermuda

(Baird).

Bull. Nat. Mus. No. 25 15
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Eesident and abundant. It nests twice, layiog two white eggs, -85

inch by .G4 inch, in a small, flimsy construction of t\figs and cedar

bark, generalh^ ijlaced on the bushy horizontal bough of a cedar tree,

from eight feet to twenty feet above the ground. The earliest eggs I

saw were on April 4, the latest on June 27; but there are instances of

its breeding even in the winter mouths. When disturbed from its nest

it falls like a stone to the ground, where it commences to flutter about,

as if in the agonies of death, to deceive the intruder. Should the lat-

ter be taken in by the good acting of the poor little bird, and attempt

to seize her, she shuffles away along the groundjust out of reach, farther

and farther from her nest, and when she thinks her home is safe, away

she dashes into the trees with a joyful " whir-r-r-r" of relief. My terrier

used to be completely " sold" in this way, and had many an exciting but

fruitless chase after the little doves. The " colored " people have an

absurd superstition about this bird, and say that when it utters its

"coo-oop" (this is an extraordinarily loud and sonorous call for so small

a bird, and can be heard a long distance), it is scratching up the ground

for somebody's grave! The habits and mode of feeding of the species

are too well known to need description. The male is larger, and has

the sides of the neck and the under parts of a much warmer puri)lish

red than the female.

Order GALLIN^l.

Family PERDICIDiE.

Sub-family ORTYGIN^.

Genus Ortyx, Steph.

91. Ortyx virginianus, (Linu.) Bit. Virginian Partridge or Quail.

Tctrao virginianus, Linn., Gm.
Ferdix virginiana, Lath., Wils., Bp., And.

Ortyx virginianus, Jard., Bp., And., Gould, Bd., and late authors.

Tetrao marilandicus, Linn., Gm.
Perdix marilandica, Lath.

Perdix horealis, Vieil.

Ortyx horcalis, Steph., Jard., & Selby.

Ortyx castaneus, Gould.

Length, 10.00; wing, 4.70; tail, 2.85.

Rah.—Eastern United States to the high central plains (Baird).

This bird (known to English sportsmen as a comparatively recent

introduction, under the name of Virginian " Colin") is the gamebird of

Bermuda; but whether it originally found its way there from the Amer-
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ican continent without the agency of man is doubtful. It is not men-

tioned by the old historians. It is certain, however, that, though common

some few years previous to 1840, it became extinct in the islands from

that year till 1858 or 1859, when, thanks to the enterprise of Mr. Kich-

ard Darrell, an importation took place from the United States. Several

pairs were turned out, and these, increasing rapidly, soon spread over

the islands to such an extent that the species may now once more be con-

sidered common. The manners and customs of this handsome bird are

too well known for me to venture on details. From my notes, however,

I extract the following, which may prove of interest: It is extremely

prolitic. jMr. Samuel Ilarvey told me of a nest near his garden contain-

ing eighteen eggs, every one of which hatched off; there are seldom

less than twelve eggs in a nest; they sit in the cedar trees on wet days,

and <luring the mid-day heat, roosting there at night. When once Hushed

they are very hard to put up a second time, even with good dogs, being

able, according to popular superstition, to conceal their scent at will;

they run rapidly, and squat closely in the thick sage-bush, the strong

smell of which is calculated to puzzle a dog. Their call note is triple,

"hoo-woo-wooit," the "hoo" indistinct and audible for a short distance

only. I don't think "Bob White," the familiar American name, fairly

represents the call; it is too sharj) and well defined. These birds are

fond of the ripe berries of the sage and cedar; the latter give the flesh

a decidedly unpleasant aromatic flavor. They also eat the sweet potatoes

in small i)ieces. Great numbers of the young are destroj'ed by the

swarm of cats which infest the islands. An old " colored" lady once

accosted a gallant officer of the Fifty-third Regiment, who was beating

some likely ground near her cottage, and asked him what he was look-

ing I'or. "Partridges!" cried she, with a sneer on her sable features,

"7 don't want a gun to get them. Why ! my cat brings me in one every

morning ! " Cats, however, are not the only foes to be dreaded. The " col-

ored " sportsmen take the eggs and eat them, while a white "sports-

man" resident on the islands was once overheard to say, "It's all very

well for the officers ; they get lots of practice—can shoot Partridges at

any time—but the only time I can get them is when thoy have nests,

and I can kill the old birds." No wonder the poor birds are kept down,

and increase with lamentable slowness. If it were not that they are so

hard to put up and shoot in a workmanlike manner (two brace being

quite a "bag" in one day), their extermination would be a matter of a

few years only.
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Order GRALLATORES.

Sub-order LIMICOL^.

Family CHARADRIID^.

Sub-family CHAEADKIIN^.

Genus Squatakola, Cuv.

92. Squatarola helvetica, (Linn.) Brehm. Black-bellied Plover j Gray

Plover.

Tringa helvetica, Linn., Forst.

Squatarola helvetica, Brehm., Bp., Gray, and of most late authors.

Vanellus helreticus, Vieil.

Charadrius helveticus, Licht., Bji., Nutt., And.

Tringa varia, Liun.

Charadrius varius, Finsch & Hartl.

Pluvialis varius, Schl., Degl. & Gerbe.

Tringa squatarola, Linn.

Charadrius squatarola, Naura.

Vanellus squatarola, Schl.

Vanellus melanogaster, Bech., Temm., Sab., Rich., Sw. & Rich.

Squatarola australis, Bp.

Length, 11.50; wing, 7.50; tail, 3.00.

Hob.—Nearly cosmopolitan.

Unlike the next species, this is by no means a frequent visitor to the

Bermudas. One was killed and another seen by Colonel Wedderburn at

Mangrove Bay in September, 1848. I shot one on the beach below the

Sand-hills on the 5th, and another near Warwick Camp on the 13th No-

vember, 1874. Both these birds were alone.

Genus Charadrius, Linn.

93. Charadrius fulvus, var. virginicus, (Bovk.) Cones. American Golden

Plover.

Charadrius dominicus, Miiller, Cass.

Charadrius pluvialis, Wils., Sab., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud.

Charadrius pluvialis, var. virginieus, Ridg.

Charadrius virginieus, Bork., Licht., Bd., Coop. «fcLuck., Hayd., Drees., Reinh.,

Stev., Snow, Trippe, and of nearly all late local lists.

Pluvialis virginieus, Bp.

Charadrius marmoratus, Wag., Aud., Putn.

Pluvialis fulvus americanus, Schl.

Charadrius fulvus, var. virginieus, Coues.

Length, 9.50 ; wing, 7.00 ; tail, 2.50.

Rah.—All of Korth America j Greenland; accidental in Europe.

(Coues.)
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Dr. Coues is of opiniou that tlie American bird cauuot be specifically

separated from the Asiatic G.fulvus (an nudonbted specimen of which

has been recently obtained in the Prybilov Islands). It can always be

distinguished from our European C. pluvialis by its gray axillaries. An
excellent account of the aj^pearances of this species in Bermuda is given

by Mr.Hurdis (Nat. in 13., pp. 71-77), who goes carefully and thoroughly

into the question of its wonderful migrations. Colonel Wedderburn

says (p. 30): "During some years large flocks of these birds pass over

the islands in the months of September and October; but, unless in

stormy weather, they do not alight in any great numbers. I have seen

it as early as the 21st August, 1847, at Ireland Island ; again, on the

25th July, 1848, at Hamilton. The latter was a single bird sitting on

the road close to the house in which I lived, but by the time I got out

it was gone. On the 9th March, 1852, one was shot in beautiful plum-

age, on the north shore ; and this is the only instance of its appearing

in spring." Numbers appeared in September, 1874, frequenting the

grassy slopes of the north shore—their favorite haunt—and even the

parade grounds, during the continuance of a three days' revolving gale.

Manj^ were shot, all in the mottled dress which procured for the species

the specific name " marmoratus.^^ Small flocks continued to arrive at

intervals during the autumn, remaining only a few days in each case.

1 obtained specimens on the 14th and 23d November in complete winter

dress. The arrival of the Golden Plover in August or September is the

beginning of the shooting season in Bermuda, and is eagerly looked for

bj' the British oflicer, who forgets all the heat and discomfort of the

summer in the ])leasure of once again handling his gun and cartridges.

And a nicely-cooked Golden Plover for breakfast is by no means to be

despised, as those who have been trifling with tough fowls and doubt-

ful eggs for months can well testify. The note of this species differs

from that of C. pluvialis; it sounds like " wee-o-wee," sharply but clearly

l)ronounced.
Genus -^gialitis, Boie.

94. JEgialitis vociferus, (Linn.) Bp, Kildeer Plover.

Charadrius rociferus, Liuu., Gm., Lath., Wils., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., And.

Scbl., and of earlier authors goucrally.

JEgialitis rociferus, Bp., Cab., Scl., Coop. & Suck., Dress., Lawr., and of most
later writers.

Oxyechus rociferus, Reich.

Charadrius ioi-quatus, Linn.

Cha radri iis ja inaicensis, Gin

.

Length, about 9.50; wing, 6.50; tail, 3.50.
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Rah.— All of temperate North America; West Indies; Central and

South America in winter ; accidental in Europe. (Coues.)

The latest of the southward migrants, but regular in its visits. First

seen about the middle of November, in small flocks, which remain till

February, attaching themselv^es principally to the grassy bottoms and

moist places on the south side. Persons living on this side hear their

sweet wild note all night. A few remain till March or even later.

95. ^gialitis semipalmatuSj (By>.) Cab. Semipalmated or Eing Plover.

Tringa hiaticula, Wils.

Charadrius hiaticula, Ord., Sab., Rich.

Charadrlus {Jlgialitis) hiaticula var, semipalmatus, Ridg.

Charadrius semipalmatus, Bp., Kaup., Wagl., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud., Schl.,

Gray.

^gialitis semipalmatus, Bp., Cab., Bd., Coop. & Suck., Coues, Dress., Dall &.

Bann., Mayn., Allen.

^gialeus semipalmatus, Reich., Allen.

Length, about 7.00; wing, 4.75; tail, 2.25.

Eah.—Continent of North America, breeding chiefly in higher lati-

tudes, wintering from our southern border to Brazil. (Coues.)

Arrives in small numbers early in August, with the annual invading

army of Stints and Sandpipers, remaining till October, and frequenting

the sandy bays on the south shore, also the muddy edges of Peniston's

Pond.

96. ^^gialitis melodus, (Ord.) Bp. Piping Plover.

Charadrius hiaticula, Var., Wils.

Chradrius melodus, Ord., Bp., Nutt., Aud., Schl., Gray, Fiusch.

Charadrius {^gialitis) melodus, Ridg.

Mgialitis melodus, Bp., Cab., Bd., Bryant, Scl., and late authors.

JEgialeus melodus, Allen.

Charadrius okeni, Wagl.

Length, about 7.00; wing, 4^; tail, 2.

Hab.—Eastern coast of North America, Cuba, Bahama, Jamaica.

(Coues.)

Eare. Colonel Wedderburn shot one at Mangrove Bay in September,

1848, and two were seen on a rocky island in Hamilton Harbor in Sep-

tember, 1850. Mr. Bartram has one specimen. Not observed in 1874.

Family H^MATOPODID^.
Genus Strepsilas, 111.

97. Strepsilas interpres, (Linn.) 111. Turnstone.

Tnngainierprea, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils.

Strepsilas interpres, 111., Leach, Steph., Bp., Sw, & Rich., Nutt., Eyt., Keys.

& Bias., Schl., And., and authors generally.
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Cinclus interpres, Gray.

Tringa morinella, Linn., Gm.
Strepsilas collaris, Temm., Brehm., Sab., Rich.

Charadriua cinclus, Pall.

Length, 9; wing, 6 ; tail, 2^.

Hab.—Sea-coast of nearly all countries, less frequent in the interior.

(Cones.)

This cosmopolitan species is a frequent visitor. It has been shot as

€arly as the 3d August. I obtained two on the 23d December, 1874,

but it probably remains all the winter.

Family RECURVIROSTRID^.

Genus Himantopus, Briss.

^8. Himantopus nigricolUs, Vieil. Black-necked Stilt.

Charadriu8 mexicanns, Miiller, Cass.

Himantopus mezicanus, Ord., Max., Wagl., Bp.

Charadrius himantopus, Lath.

Eecurvirostra himantopus, Wils.

Himantopus nifiricoUis, Vieil., Bp., Nutt., And., and most authors.

HypsV'ates nigricoUis, Cab.

Length, 14; wing, 8^ to 9; tail, 3.

Hab.—From United States generally, Mexico, part of West Indies,

Central America, and South America to Peru and Brazil. (Coues.)

The American representative of our H. melanopterus. Only one has

occurred, shot at Warwick Pond on the 3d June, 1853, by Mr. Hinson,

and sent to Mr. Hurdis.

Family PHALAROPODID^.

Genus LOBIPES, Cuv.

99. Lobipes hijperboreus, (Linn.) Cuv. Northern Phalarope.

Tringa hyperborea, Linn., Briinn., Fabr., Gm.
Phalaropus hyperhoreus, Lath., Temm., Sab., Bp., Nutt., And., Bd., Salv.,

Coop. «fc Snck., Lawr., Allen, Schl.

LoMpcs hyperhoreus, Cuv., Steph., Brehm, Jen., Eyt., Bp., And., Gir., Cones,

Dall. & Bann., Ridg.

Tringa lobata, Linn.

Tringa fasca, Gm.,

Phalaropus fuseus, Lath.

Phalaropus ruficolUs, Pall.

Phalaropus cinerascens. Pall.

Phalaropus cinereus, Mey. & Wolf., Keys. & Bias., Schl., Finsch.

Length, about 7 ; wing, 4^ ; tail, 2J.

jjab.—Northern hemisphere, penetrating to very high latitudes to

"breed; migratory sometimes into the tropics in winter. (Coues.)
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One found dead, floating in Eiddle's Bay, March 21, 1848, sent to

Eev. H. B. Tristram. A female, partly in ruddy jjlumage, killed with

a stick in Hamilton Harbor on the following day, and a third example

captured on the edge of Devonshire Swamp by Mr. Hurdis on the 8th

March, 1852. "It is remarkable that all the specimens were obtained

without the aid of a gun" (Hurdis).

Family SCOLOPACID^.

Sub-family Scolopacin^.

Genus Philohela, G. R. Gray.

100. FJiiloliela minor, (Gm.) Gray. American Woodcock.

Scolopax minor, Gm., Lath., Wils., Bp., Aud.

Busticola minor, Vieil., Bp.

Busticola (Microptera) minor, Nutt.

Philohela minor, Gray, Bd., and of most late authors.

Microptera americana, Aud., Gir.

Length, about 11 ; wing, 5^ ; tail, 2J.

Eah.—Eastern United States and British Provinces, north to Nova

Scotia and Canada, northwest to Fort Eice, Dakota -, west to Kansas

and Nebraska. (Coues.)

"A single specimen was shot near Hamilton in October, 1842, and one

was supposed to have been seen at Hungry Bay a few years afterwards

by Mr. Fozard" (Nat. in B., p. 42).

Genus Gallinago, Leach.

101. Oallinago loilsonii, (Temm.) Bp. American or Wilson's Snipe.

Scolopax gallinago, Wils.

Scolopax wilsonii, Temm., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Trippe, and

of many earlier authors.

Gallinago wilsonii, Bp., Scl., Bd., Salv., and later authors.

Gallinago gallinaria var. wiUoni, Ridg.

Gallinago hrehmii, Bp.

Scolopax delicatula, Ord.

Scolopax drnmmonilii, Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud.

Gallinago drummondii, Bp.

Scolopax doHglasii, Sw. & Rich., Nutt.

Length, about 10J ; wing, 5 ; tail, 2^.

Hab.-^The whole of North America, southward to South America

;

Mexico; West Indies. (Coues) Bermuda.

Usually makes its first appearance at the beginning of October, a

straggler or two remaining till January, and occurs also in March,

April, and May in limited numbers on its northward journey. It has

been seen as early as the 13th September (Hurdis). It seems rather a
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farce to talk of the snipe-shooting in Bermuda ; but occasionally large

flights come in, and really fair bags are made, such as six or uine couple

a-day to two guns. Pembroke Marsh is the great place for them, and a

few usually take up their quarters iu Devonshire Swamp. They are

very good eating at first, but soon become rank from feeding in the

brackish mud. They lie closer than our European snipe, and a dog is a

sine qua nan in the thick scrub-grown marshes. Their note is very sim-

ilar, but they differ somewhat in plumage, especially iu having sixteen

tail-feathers instead of fourteen like our bird.

102. GalUnago media, Leach. European Snipe j Common Snipe.

Scolopax gaUlnago, Liuu., Gm., Biiss,

GalUnago media, Leach.

GalUnago scolopaoina, Bp., Naum., Gould.

Gallinago uniclavata, Ilodgs.

GalUnago hrehmi, Kaup, Jard.

Gallinago delamotti, Bail.

GalUnago sahini, Vig., Gould.

We have Colonel Wedderburn's authority for the occurrence of this

bird iu Bermuda. He says (Xat. in B., p. 43): "I shot one of this spe-

cies on the 24:th December, 1847. It precisely answered to the descrip-

tion of the 8. gallinago and had but fourteen tail-feathers. I shot an-

other specimen also with fourteen tail-feathers on the 29th December,

1847. Both these birds I got in Pembroke Marsh, and there cannot be

the least doubt about the bird and the propriety of adding it to the

Bermuda list."

Genus Macrorhamphus, Leach.

103. Macrorhamphus griseus, (Gm.) Leach. Eed-breasted Snipe; Grey

Snii)e.

Scolopax grisea, Gm., Latb., Temm., Flem., Jen., Schl.

Scolopax {Macrorhamphus) grista, Bp., Nutt.

Macrorhamphus griseus, Leach, Steph., Eyt., Keys. & Bias., Gray, Bp., Bd.,

Coop. & Suck., Salv., aad late authors.

Limosa grisea, Schl.

Scolopax noveboracensis, Gm., Lath., Wils., Sw. & Rich., Aud., Gir.

Totanus noveboracensis, Sabine.

Macrorhamphus scolopaceus, Lawr., Bd., Elliot, Coues, Dall & Bann.

Length, 10; wing, 5f ; tail, 2|.

Hab.—The whole of North America, Greenland, Mexico, West Indies,^

Central America. Much of South America, Brazil, Cbili. Of frequent

casual occurrence in Europe. (Coues.)

, One "shot by Captain Orde on the 29th September, 1847, at Harris's

Bay; another was killed by Mr. C. Fozard on the 21st August, 1848"
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(Xat. iu B., p. 43). A third was obtained on Pearl Island on Septem-

ber 10, 1874, by Captain Kirkwood, Fifty-third Eegiment. This speci-

men was preserved by Captain Eooke, who kindly presented it to me.

Three were shot at Peniston's Pond on the 17th September, 1875, by

Lieutenant Testing, Twentieth Eegiment, and examined by Lieutenant

Denison, Eoyal Engineers.

Genus Micropalama, Bd.

104. Micropalama himanfopus, (Bp.) Bd. Stilt Sandpiper.

Tringa himantopua, Bp., Less., Sw. «fe Rich., And., Gir., Schl.

Tringa {Remipalama) himantopus, Bp., Nutt.

Hemipalama himantopus, Bp., DeKay.

Micropalama himantopus, Bd., Salv., Cones, Lawr., Sol., Dress., Scl. & Salv.,

Allon, and later authors.

Ereunetes himantopus, Snnd.

MicropaJavia himantopus, Gray.

Hemipalama multistriata, Gray, Pelz.

Tringa {HemipaJama) auduhoni, Nutt.

Length, 8^ to 9; wing, 5^; tail, 2^; tarsus, If.

Hah.—North America generally ; not observed west of Eocky Mount-

ains; rare in the United States. West Indies; Central America; most

of South America. (Coues.)

Colonel Wedderburn killed two, one of which he unfortunately lost,

in the beginning of August, 1848. Lieutenant Denison, Eoyal Engi-

neers, records another, shot by Lieutenant Festing, Twentieth Eegi-

ment, at Peniston's Pond, early in September, 1875.

Genus Ereunetes, Illiger.

105. Ureunetes pusillus, (Linn.) Cass. Semipalmated Sandpiper.

Tringa pusilla, Linn., Gm., Lath., Schl.

Ereunetes pusillus, Cass., Coues, and most late U. S. authors.

Ereunetes petrificatus, 111., Cass., Hayd., Trippe, Snow.

Tringa semipalmata, Wils., Vieil., Sw. & Rich., Aud., Gir., Newb.
Tringa (Hemipalama) semipalmata, Bp.

Tringa (Heferopoda) semipalmata, Nutt.

Heteropoda semipalmata, Bp., DeKay, Gray.

Ereunetes semipalmata, Cab.,Bp.

Pelidna hrissoni, Less.

Heteropoda mauri, Bp.,Gundl.

Hemipalama minor, Lemb.
Ereunetes otcidentalis, Lawr.

Length, GJ; wing, 3^; tail, 1^.

Hah.—The whole of North, Central, and most of South America.

(Coues).

A regular visitor, arriving about the 1st August, or a few days earlier,

and found in small flocks in the sandy bays, and on the margins of the

open brackish ponds throughout the islands. They do not remain long.
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Genus Tringa, Lino.

106. Tringa nmiutilla, Vieil. Least Sandpiper ; American Stint.

TriiH/a minuUUa, Vicil., Gray, Sb. & Dross., Cones, Finsch.

Actodromus yninutlUa, Bp.

Actodromas minutiUa, Cones, Dress., Lawr., Allen, Verr., Newton, Dall& Bann.,

Mayn., Ridg.

Tringa 2>u8illa, AVila., Ord., Brewer, Bp., Sw. & Rich., And., Gir.

rdidnn imsiUa, Bp., Gosse.

Tringa wihoni, Nntt , Bd., Coop. & Suck., Cass., Trippe.

Actodromus wihoni, Bp.

Tringa nana, Liclit.

Length, 5^ to 6 ; wing, 3i to 3^ ; tail, If.

Hab.—North, Central, and South America and West Indies; acci-

dental in Europe. (Coues.)

Arrives about the same time, and frequents the same localities, as the

preceding species. I shot one as late as the 23d December, probably a

straggler left behind. I also obtained a solitary" example on its north-

ward flight on the 29th April, 1875, at Peniston's Pond.

107. Tringa maculata, Vieil. Pectoral Sandpiper. " Jack Snipe."

Tringa mactilata, Vieil., Wheat., Schl., Bias., Dress., Sund., Hart., Cones, Sol.

& Salv.

Tringa (Actodromas) maculata, Cass., Ridg.

Actodromas maculata, Cones, Allen, Verr., Lawr., Coop., Mayn.

Pelidna pectoralis, Bp., Cass.

Tringa pectoralis, Say, Bp., Nntt., Gm., Eyt., Keys. & Bias., And., Temm.,

Gir., DeKay, Schl., Gray, Meyer, Reiuh., Sund.

Tringa dominicenais, Degl.

Length, 9; wing, 5^; tail, 2^.

Hab.—North, Central, and South America, West Indies, Greenland,

Europe. (Coues.)

Not uncommon in September and October. The first I met with was

feeding with a small flock of Semipalmated Sandpipers at Peniston's

Pond, on August 3, 1874. It was tolerably abundant till towards the

end of October, being usually found singly. Colonel Wedderburn says

of this species (Nat. in B., p. 44) :
" On the 9th October, 1849, they ap-

peared suddenly in thousands, particularly at St. George's, after a

heavy gale of wind ; the parade ground at that place was swarming

with them, and I think Colonel Drummond killed some thirty or forty

couple before breakfast ; but, with the exception of a few stragglers,

they were all gone by the following day."

108. Tringa fuscicolUs,Yieil. Bonaparte's or White-rumped Sandpiper.

Tringa fnscicollis, Vieil., Dress.

Tringa cincJus, var.. Say.

Tringa schimii, Bp., Nntt., Sw. & Rich., And., Eyt., Gray, Gir., DeKay.
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Pelidna sehinzii, Bp.

Tringa honapariu, Sclil., C4ray, Cones, Scl. & Salv.

Actodromas (Hetcropyf/ia) honapariii, Coues.

Actodromas honapariii, Coues, Allen, Lawr., Verr., Mayn.

Tringa mcJanotus, Bias.

Actodromas melanotos, Bp.

Pelidna melanotos, Degl.-Gerbe., Bp.

Tringa dorsahs, Licht.

Length, 7i ; wiug, 4.7 ; tail, 1.8.

Hah.—]Srorth America, east of Eocky Mountains; not observed in

Alaska (where, however, its occurrence may be anticipated). Breeds

in the far north. Migratory through United States in the Eastern

Province. Winters in the Southern States, Greenland, West Indies,

Central and South America. Accidental in Europe. (Coues.)

This bird did not occur in the autumn of 1874, to my knowledge. It

is recorded by Colonel Wedderburn, and is, I believe, sufficiently nu-

merous at times, especially in the Great Sound and Castle Harbor.

109. Tringa mai'itima, Briinn. Purple Sandpijier.

Tringa maritima, Bruiin., Gm., Lath., Vieil., Temm., Less., Sab., Rich., Sw. &
Rich., Bp., Nutt., Nauui., And., Keys. & Bias., Schinz, Schl., Gir., and many
later authors.

Tringa {Arguatella) maritima, Bd., Gray, Ridg.

Arquatella maritima, Coues, Verr., Allen, Lawr., Mayn.

Pelidna maritima, Bp.

Totanus maritimus, Steph.

{^) Tringa striata, Linn., Gm., Fab., Lath., Flem.

Tringa undata, Briinn., Gm., Lath., Vieil.

Tringa nigricans, Mont., Leach, Brehm. /

Trynga arquaieVa, Pall.

Tringa canadensis, Lath., Vieil.

Tringa liftoralis, Brehm.

Length, 8 to 9 ; wing, 5 ; tail, 2^.

Hah.—North America, northerly and chiefly coastwise, south to the

Middle States in winter, Great Lakes. Greenland, Europe, Asia.

(Coues.)

One was seen by Colonel Wedderburn at the entrance to St. George's

Harbor.

Genus Calidris, Cuv.

110. Calidris arenaria, (Linn.) 111. Sanderling.

Tringa arenaria, Linn., Schl., Aud.

Calidris arenaria. 111., Leach, Temm., Licht., Bp., Flem., Brehm., Sw. & Rich.,

Nutt., Naum., and authors generally.

Charadrius calidris, Linn., Wils.

Charadrius ruiidus, Gm., Wils.
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, Arcnaria vulgaris, Bechst., Temm., Steph.

Trynga tridacti/la, Pall.

Calidris tritigoidcs, Vieil.

Calidris americana, Brehni.

Length, 7f to 8 ; wing, 5 ; tail, 2.

jjah.—Sea-coasts of nearly all countries. (Ooues.)

Generally to be found in the autumn months, especially on the sandy

beach below the sand-hills, where I obtained specimens in November,

1874. One of these I lost temporarily, and on recovering it the next

day I found that not only the body, but the webs and shafts of the

feathers had been devoured by a swarm of voracious ants.

Sub-family TOTANIN^.

Genus Limosa, Briss.

111. Limosa Imdsonica, (Lath.) Sw. Hudsonian Godwit.

Scolopax alba et Candida, Linu.

Scolopax lapponica, var. ji, Gm.
Scolopax hudsonica. Lath.

Limosa hudsonica, Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud., Bp., Gir., Bd., Scl., Cab., Scl. &
Salv., and later authors.

Limosa melanura, Bp., not of authors.

Limosa cegocephala, Bp., not of authors.

Limosa australis, Gray.

Length, 15; wing, 8; tail, 3.

Hab.—Northern and Eastern North America; West Indies; South

America; not noted west of Eocky Mountains; rare along Atlantic.

(Coues.)

A specimen of this bird in Mr. Bartram's collection was shot near

the Causeway at St. George's in the autumn of 1875.

Genus SYMPHEMIA, Eafin.

112. Symphemia semipalmata, (Gm.) Hartl. Willet.

Scolopax semipalmata, Gm., Lath., Wils.

Totanus semipalmatus, Temm., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Aud., Gir., Cones.

Totanus {Catoptrophorw) semipalmatus, Bp., Nutt.

Catoptropliorus semipalmatus, Bp., Bias.

Glottis semipalmata, 'bfilss.

Hodites semipalmata, Kaup.

Symphemia semijyalmaia, Ilartl. , Bd., Cab., Scl.j Cass., Coop. & Suck., andlat«

authors.

Totanus craaairostris, Vieil.

Symphemia atlantica, Rafinesque.

Length, about 15; wing, 8^; tail, 3J.

Hab.—Temperate North America, north to 56<^, but chiefly United
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States; resident iu the Southern States, West Indies, Central and

South America. Accideutal iu Europe. (Coues.)

One was shot by Colouel Wedderburu on Pearl Island on July 3, 1848

;

doubtless a young bird driven by stress of weather from the breeding

haunts of the species on the North American shores.

Genus Gambetta, Kaup.

113. Gambetta melanoleuca, (Gm.) Bp. Greater Yellow-shanks ; Tattler.

Scolopax melanoleuca, Gm.,Latli.

Totanus mehmoleucus, Vieil., Liclit., Bp., Aud., Coues, FIdscIi.

Gambetta melanoleuca, Bp.. Bd., Coop. & Suck., Coues & Frent., Hayd., Verr.,.

Allen, Dress., Lawr., Dall & Bauu., Mayn.

Scolopax vociferus, Wils.

Totanus vociferus, Sab., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Putn., Trippe.

Totanus sasasheiv, Vieil.

Totanus chilensis, Philippi.

Length, about 14; wiug, 7| to 8; tail, 3J to 3J.

Ji;ah.—The Western Hemisphere; breeds mostly in high latitudes;

abundant. (Coues.)

More or less common, arriving early in August, remaining for a month

or so. Much iu request among the energetic sportsmen who brave the

heat and mosquitoes for the sake of a "bag" of "snippets." Its quad-

ruple note, "thew-thew-thew-thew," is very loud and striking. Mr.

Hurdis mentions oue killed, when on its northward migration, on th&

5th June, 1852. Another was shot by Lieutenant Denison on the 27th

April, 1875, and one seen at the same time, but not obtained.

114. Gambetta flavipes, {Gm.) Bp. Yellow-shanks; Lesser Tell-tale.

Scolopax flavipes, Gm., Lath., Wils.

Totanus flaripes, Vieil., Bp., Sab., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Moschl.,

Putn., Reinh., Yarr., Newton, Trippe, Coues, Ridg.

Ganibetia flavipes, Bp., Bd., Coues & Prent., Verr., Allen, Coues, Dress., Lawr.,

Dall & Bann., Mayn., Trippe, Snow.

Totanus fuscocapillus et natator, A'^ieil.

Length, 10 to lO.J; wiug, 6 to GJ; tail, 2J.

Hah.—Western Hemisphere ; many winter in Southern States ; acci-

dental in Europe. (Coues.)

The most conspicuous aud noisy of the August arrivals. It has been

seen as early as the 13th July, but usually disappears towards the end

of September. Considerable numbers fall victims to the gun, as they

are not bad eating. If a wounded one falls into the water it is possible

to shoot the whole of the flock, as they hover over their unfortunate

companion. This murderous proceeding is alluded to, I think, by Wil-

son. The only instances of the occurrence of this species in the spring
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took place in 1875, when I saw cue on the 26th, and obtained two at

Peuiston's Pond on the 29th April. These were, of course, in beautiful

jjlumage.

Genus Ehyacophilus, Kaup.

115. RhxjacopMlus solitarius (Wils.), Cass. Solitary Sandpiper.

Triiiga ochropus, var /3, Lath.

Trintja solitaria, Wils.

Totanus solitarius, And., Gir., Hoy, Sclil., Gray, Hart., Coues.

Bhiiacophilus solitarius, Cass., Coues & Prent., Hayd., Verr., Allen, Coues,

Dress., Lawr., Dall «& Baun., Mayn., Stev.

Totanus chloropus, var. solitarius, Ridg.

Totanus clioloropy(jiua, Vieil., Bp., Sw. & Ricli., Wagl., Nutt., Aud.

Rhyacopliilus clilorophygius, Bp.

Totanus glanola, Ord.

Totanus macroptera, Spix.

Length, 8 to 8i; wing, 5; tail 2|.

Hah.—Western Hemisphere ; accidental in Europe ; North to Alaska

;

winters in Mexico, Central and South America, andWest Indies. (Coues.

)

I observed one on the 19th July, 1874, but they generally come with

the other species in August. They soon betake themselves to the

wooded swamps, where they may be found singly or in pairs through-

out the autumn. Fresh arrivals sometimes take place in the spring.

Their habit of bobbing the head and body when alarmed is very comicaL

Genus Tringoides, Bp.

116. Tringoides macularius, (Linn.) Gray. Spotted Sandpiper.

Tringamucularia, 'Linn., Gui., Lath., Wils.

Totanus macularius, Teinin., Boio, Fleia., Eyt., Brehm, Bp., Nntt., Aud., Gir.,

Hoy, Trippe.

Actitis maculariua, Boie, Naum., Bp., Keys & Bias., Scbl., Finsch.

Tringoides macularius, Gray, Bd., Coop. & Snck., Coues, Hayd., Dress., Dall

& Bann., Mayn., Allen, Stev., aud most late U. S. authors.

Tringitcs macularius, Scl. & Sal v.

Trigna notata. III.

Length, 7J to 8; wing, 4J-, tail, 2.

]Jai).—North America at large; winters in Southern States and be-

yond; Central and South America to Brazil; West Indies; casual in

Europe. (Coues.)

Flocks of young birds appear early in August, followed soon after by a

limited number of adults. They frequent the same places as the other

"snippets," and serve to swell the " bag" of the gunner in August and

September. A few remain all the winter, and several examples have

been observed in spring, presumably strangers on their way north. The
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" weet-weet" of this bird, as it skims over the water like the Euroi)ean

Common Sandpiper, is very familiar to residents in the islands.

Genus Ac'iiTURUS, Bp.

117. Actiturus bartramius, (Wils.) Bp. Bartram's Sandpiper.

Tringa bartramia, Wils., Auct, Gir., Putn., Trippe,

Tringa (Euliga) bartramia, 'Nutt.

Totanus bartramius, Temm., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Aud., Hoy.

Actiturus bartramius, Bp., Bd., Cones & Prent., Hayd., Verr., Allen, Couea,

Lawr., ScL, Dress., Cab., aud late authors.

Tringoides bartramius. Gray, Pelz.

Actitis bartramius, Schl.

Tringa longicauda, Beclis., Naum.
Actiturus lotifiicaudus, Bias.

Bartramius longicaudus, Bp.

Totanus vartegatus, Vieil.

Bartramia laticauda, Less.

Length, about 12 ; wing, 6^ ; tail, 3J.

Sa6.—North America, north to the Yukon; not observed in United

States west of the Rocky Mountains ; Atlantic coast of Nova Scotia

;

winters in Mexico, West Indies, Central and South America to Brazil

;

casual in Europe ; Australia. (Coues.)

No early records. One in my collection was shot by Gibbs at Penis-

ton's Pond on September 20, 1874. It was a single bird, and was in

comi)any with a flock of small Sandpipers at the time. Lieutenant

Denison, Royal Engineers, shot a second specimen in afield near Penis-

ton's Pond on the 18th September, 1875.

Genus Numenius, Linn.

118. Numenius hudsonicus, Lath. Hudsouian Curlew.

Scolopax bortalis, Gm., Wils.

Numenius borealis, Ord., Brewer.

Numenius liudsonicus, Lath., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Bd., Reinh.,

Dress., aud late authors generally.

Numenius intermedins, Nutt.

Numenius rufiventris, Vig.

Numenius pha;opus. Cab., Pelz.

Numenius brasilicnsis, Maxim.

Length, about 18 ; wing, 9 ; tail, 4 ; bill, 3 to 4.

Hub.—North America ; Greenland ; Central and South America ; no

West Indian record ; migratory through United States ; winters in South-

ern States and far beyond. (Coues.)

Aj^pears early in August, in limited numbers, and is so wary that very

few are ever obtained. Mr. Hurdis says: "In August and September

the loud whistle of this Curlew is sometimes heard on the shores of Ber-
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muda. It is generally seen alone, and from its wary habits is difficult

to approach. Of the four specimens which I examined, one was shot on

the 14th August, and the remainder in September. During the dark

nights of this season of the year flocks of this Curlew occasional!}^ pass

at a low elevation toward the south, disturbing the profound tranquil-

lity which reigns by their oft-repeated, clear, whistling note."

119. Numcnius borealis, (Forst.) Lath. Esquimaux Curlew.

Scolopax borealis, Forst.

Numenius borealis, Lath., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Bd., Coues, Verr.,

Allen, Sal v., and modern authors generally.

Numeiiius brevirostris, Licht., Darw., Pelz.

Numenius microrhynchus, Phil. & Landb.

Length, about 13^ ; wing, 8| ; tail, 3 j bill, 2| to 2^.

Hah.—North and Middle America; not recorded west of Eocky

Mountains ; Alaska ; winters in Middle and South America ; no West

Indian record j accidental in Europe ; breeds within the Arctic circle.

(Coues.)

Commoner and easier to approach than the preceding. Locally termed

" Wood Snipe." A good number accompanied the Golden Plover on

their arrival in September, 1874, and several were killed along the north

shore. Both species of Curlew remain but a short time. The Esqui-

maux is easily distinguishable from the Hudsonian Curlew by its smaller

size and comparatively short and weak bill.

Sub-order HEEODIONES.

Family TANTALID^.
Sub-family IBIDIN^.

Genus Ibis, Mohring.

120. Ibis falcinellus, Bp. Glossy Ibis.

Tantalus mexicanus, Gm., Lath., Ord.

Ibis falcinellus, Bp., Nntt., Aud., Allen, Ridg.

Ibis falcinellus var. ordii, Couca.

Ibis ordii, Bp., Bd., Allen, Lavrr., Coues, Mayn.
Falcinellus ordii, Bp., Coues.

Length, 25; wing, 12; tail, 4f.

Hab.—United States, southerly, straying north to Massachusetts and

Ohio. (Coues.)

An inhabitant of the Southern United States, separated from the Eu-

ropean species by Bonaparte in 1838, but now considered indentical with

it. One example only has occurred in Bermuda, seen by Mr. Hurdis,

but not obtained.

Bull. Nat. Mus. No. 25 IG
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Family ARDEID^.

Sub-family AEDEIN^.

Genus Ardea, Linn.

121. Ardea herodias, Linn. Great Blue Heron.

Ardea herodias, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils., Temm., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Nutt.,

And., Gir., Bd., Scl., Newton, and authors generally.

Ardea hudaonias, Linn., Gm., Lath.

Length, 42 ; wmg, 18J.

Sab.—North America to Hudson's Bay and Sitka ; south to Guate-

mala and Galapagos ; West Indies ; breeds throughout its range ; win-

ters in the south. (Coues.)

Of this fine species Colonel Wedderburn says (Nat. in B., p. 38):

"Many of these birds arrive in autumn, and a few remain throughout

the year. In 1846 the nest of this bird, containing two eggs, was found

amongst the mangrove trees at Hungry Bay. The Eev. H. B. Tristram

kept one of these Herons alive in his garden (at the parsonage in Ire-

land Island), which was once seen to seize a Ground Dove and swallow

it entire." I made numerous inquiries, and kept a careful lookout, but

was unable to ascertain whether any second instance occurred of the

nest being found. Most of the examples obtained or seen during my

stay were in immature plumage. A few were always to be seen singly

among the islands in the Great Sound and Castle Harbor, being very

wary and hard to approach.

122. Ardea egretta, (Gm.) Gray. Great White Egret.

Ardea egreita, Gm., Lath., Wils., Nutt., And., Coues.

Herodias egretta, Gray, Bd., Coues & Prent., Allen, Coues, Dress., Lawr.,

Mayn.

Herodias alba var. egreita, Ridg.

Herodias egretta var. californica, Bd.

Ardea leuce, 111., Licht.

Egretta leuce, Bp.

Herodias leuce, Brehm.

Ardea alba, Bp.

Length, 39; wing, 15.J,

Sah.—United States southerly, straggling northward to Nova Scotia,

Massachusetts, Canada West, and Minnesota; West Indies, Mexico,

Central and South America. (Coues.)

Two were killed at Hungry Bay in 1840 ; several were subsequently

seen, but not obtained. A colored youth described two of these birds to

me as having been seen by him in Warwick Swamp in October, 1874,
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adding that he shot one, but it was too much knocked about to keep.

These may have belonged to the next species; but, from the size men-

tioned, I fancy them to be referable here. Mr. Bartram has obtained

one specimen. Lieutenant Denison, Koyal Engineers, informs me that

one was shot in Devonshire Swamp by Captain Hussey, Twentieth Eeg-

iment, on the 6th October, 1875, and presented to him.

123. Ardea candidissima, Gm. Snowy Heron.

Ardea nirea, Jacq., Lath., Liclit.

Egretta nivea, Cab.

Ardea candidissima, Gm., Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Coues.

Egretta candidissima, Bp.,Go88e.

Herodias candidissima. Gray, Gundl.

Garzetta candidissima, Bp., Bd., Cass., Allen, Coues, Scl. & Salv., Dress., Lawr.,
Mayn., Ridg.

Ardea carolinensis, Ord.

Length, 24; wing, 10.20.

Hab.—United States southerly. North, regularly to Middle States;

casually, to Massachusetts and even Nova Scotia. Kansas; Mexico;

West Indies; Central and South America to Chili. Eesident in Gulf

States and farther south.

Two beautiful specimens, in full plumage, were shot by Colonel Wed-

derburn in April, 1850, and several were seen in September following.

Thus it seems that it visits the islands both in spring and autumn at

the usual periods of migration. Mr. Bartram has a pair in his collec-

tion.

124. Ardea coerulea, Linn. Little Blue Heron.

Ardea coerulea, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils., Ord., Bp., And.
Ardea (Botanrus) cairulea, Bp.,Nutt.

Egretta coerulea, Bp.,Go8se.

Florida coerulea, Bd.

Herodias coerulea. Gray, Gundl.

Ardea ccerulescens. Lath., Licht., WagL

Length, 22; wing, 11.

Hah.—South Atlantic and Gulf Coast to Mexico. (Baird.)

Mr. Hurdis says: "Of seven specimens of this heron which came
under my observation, four were shot in April and May, and three in

September and October; it may therefore be considered both a vernal

and autumnal visitor to the Bermudas. Three of the spring specimens

were beautiful exemplifications of the change from the white plumage

of the young to the rich vinous purple of the adult bird." Several of

these examples are alluded to by Colonel Wedderburn in his notes. I

do not think the bird visits the islands regularly. I obtained a beau-
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tiful male from Hungry Bay on the 4th of May, 1875. It was in com-

pany with a white bird, perhaps an immature specimen of the same

species.

125. Ardea virescens, Linn. Green Heron.

Ardeavirescens, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils., Bp., Wagl., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Sund.^

Coues.

Ardea (Botaurus) virescens, Bp.

Herodias virescens, Boie, Bp., Gosse.

Egretta virescens, Sw.
Butorides virescetis, Bp., Scl., Scl. & Salv., Bd., Newton, and most recent

^authors.

Ardea ludoviciana, Gm.,Lath.

Ardea chloroptera et maculata, Bodd.

Length, 15 ; wing, 7^.

Hab,—United States generally, breeding throughout and wintering

in the south; Canada West; Mexico; West Indies; Central America

to Venezuela. (Coues.)

Occurs on both migrations, sometimes in considerable numbers in

the spring, frequenting the dense mangroves, and being uncommonly

hard to obtain. Lieutenant Denison and I each shot two beautiful

specimens in April, 1875.

Genus Nyctiardea, Sw.

126. Nyctiardea grisea var. ncevia, (Bodd.) Allen. American Night Heron.

Botaurus nwvius, Briss.

Ardea nwina, Bodd.

Nyctiardea ncevea, Gray.

Nycticorax ncevia, Gray, Scl. & Salv.

Nyctiardea grisea var. ncevia, Allen, Couea.

Nycticorax griseus, Reinh, Allen.

Ardea hoactli, Gm., Lath.

Ardea gardeni, Gm., Lath.

Nycticorax gardeni, Jard., Sp., Gundl,, Scl., Scl. & Salv.

Nyctiardea gardeni, Bd., Coop. & Suck., and many late U. S. authors.

Nyctiardea grisea var. gardeni, Eidg.

Ardea nycticorax, Wils., Bp., Aud.
Ardea discors, Nutt.

Nycticorax americanus, Bp., Tsch., Gosse.

Length, about 25; wing, 12.50; tarsus, 3.15; bill, 3.10.

Hah.—United States and British Provinces ; breeds abundantly in

New England ; winters in the South and beyond. Part of West Indies,

Mexico, Central America, South America.

Immature birds are not uncommon in the larger mangrove swamjis

in the autumn and winter, but none have yet been obtained in adult

plumage. One examined by Mr. Hurdis, shot on the 9th February,
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had the irides bright carmine, and the long filamentous plumes of the

occiput beginning to appear. These birds sit motionless among the

mangroves, and when disturbed fly into the tops of the thickest trees,

whence tiiey are very hard to dislodge. I obtained a few specimens

during my stay.

127. Nyctiardea violacea, (Linn.) Sw. Yellow-crowned Night Heron.

Ardea violacea, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils., Bp., Aud.
Ardea (Botaurus) violacea, Bp., Nutt.

Nyctiardea violacea, Sw.

Nycticorax violaceus, Bp.

Nyctherodius violaceus, Reich., Bp., Gundl.

Ardea jamaicensis, Gm.
Ardea cayanensis, Gm.
Ardea sexsetacea, Vieil.

Ardea callocephala, Wagl.

Length, 24; wing, 12; tarsus, .3.70; bill, 2.78.

Hab.—South Atlantic and Gulf States. South America. (Baird.)

Unlike its congener, this Heron has occurred in the plumage of tho

adult. Mr. Bartram has obtained several fine specimens. I obtained

two myself, but both were in the spotted garb of youth. There is a

great similarity between the young of these two species, but violacea

may always be distinguished in any plumage, by its longer tarsus and

shorter bill. Occurs pretty regularly in small numbers, usually in

autumn, but occasionally in spring. One of my specimens was shot as

early as the 3d August.

Genus Botaurus, Steph.

128. Botaurus lentiginosus, (Mont.) Steph. American Bittern.

Botaurus freti-hiidsonis, Briss., Degl.

Ardea freti-hudsonis, Schl.

Ardea hndsonias, Merr.

Ardea stellaris var., Forst.

Ardea stellaris var. [i.

Botaurus freti-hudsonis, Lath.

Ardea stellaris var. /3. minor, Gm.
Ardea viinor, Wils., Bp., Aud.

Botaurus minor, Boie., Bp., GundL, Gray, Coaes.

Ardea lentiginosa, Mont., Jen., Leach., Temm., Flem., Eyt., Keys. & Blas.^

Sab., Sw. «& Rich., Nutt., And., Gir., Trippe.

Botaurus lentiginosus, Steph., Gray, Bd., Coop. «fe Suck., Coues, Hayd., Cass.^

Mayn,, Dress., Salv., and many recent authors.

Butor lentiginosus, Jard.

Butor americana, Sw.

Ardea mokoko, Vieil., Wagl.
Ardea adspasa, Licht.
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Length, 26.50 j wiug, 11.00; tarsus, 3.60; bill, 2.75.

Hab.—Entire temperate Korth America up to 58^ or 60°; Cuba; south

to Guatemala; regularly migratory; accidental in Europe. (Coues.)

A regular visitor in the autumn, and occasionally in March, frequent-

ing the sedgy patches on the edges of the mangrove swamps. Mr.

Hurdis says :
" The stomach of one, shot in the Pembroke Marshes,

contained an eel 6 inches long, a mouse, a dragonfly, a grasshopper,

and part of a small golden carp." To show how plentifully they arrive

in certain years, I may mention (though a cold shudder passes through

me as I do so) that no less than thirteen were shot by one officer, who

shall be nameless, in the autumn of 1875.

Genus Ardetta, Gray.

129. Ardetta exilis, (Gm.) Gray. Least Bittern.

Ardea exilis, Gm., Lath., Wils., Wagl., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Newb.
Ardea (Ardeola) exilis, Bp.

Ardcola exilis, Bp,, Gosse, Hoy.

Butor exilis, Sw.

Ardetta exilis, Gray, Gundl., Bd., Scl., Coues «fc Prent., Verr., Allen, Coues,

Lawr., Dress., Mayn., Salv., Ridg., &c.

Length, 13.00; wing, 4.75; tarsus, 1.60; bill, 1.75.

Hob.—United States and British Provinces; breeds throughout its

United States range, wintering in the South, Cuba, Jamaica, Central

(and South?) America. (Coues.)

Has occurred both in spring and autumn, but, from its frequenting

the thick mangrove swamps and hiding among their tangled roots, has

not very often been obtained. Colonel Wedderburn procured several

specimens between 1847 and 1850. I shot a female near the Sluice-

gates on March 1, 1875, and Lieutenant Denison records one shot at

Basden's Pond in December, 1875.

Sub-order ALEOTORIDES.

Family RALLID^.

Sub-family BALLING.

Genus Eallus, Linn.

130. Rallus virginianus, Linn. Virginian Eail.

Eallus virginianus, Linn., Gm., Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Gundl., Bd.^

Coop. & Suck., Scl. & Salv., Dress., and modem authors.

Aramus {Fardiralhis) virgiiiianus. Gray.

Eallus aquaticus var. /?, Lath.

Eallus Umicola, Vieil.

Length, about 7^; wing, 4; tail, 1^.
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Edb.—Entire Uuited States and British Provinces; breeds commonly

in New England; winters in Southern States and beyond. South to

Guatemala; Cuba. (Coues.)

One was shot by Mr. Ilurdis on the Gth November, 1851. He re-

marks: "This is the only genuine Hail met with—a singular circum-

stance, when we bear in miud that all the Galliuules and Crake-Galli-

nules known to the continent of North America have been obtained

in the Bermudas." No other instance of this bird's occurren(;e is on

record.

Genus Poezana, Vieil.

131. Forzana Carolina^ (L\mi.) Gah. SoraEail; Carolina Rail.

ItaUus caroUnus, Liuii., 6m., Bp., Sw. & Kicli., Aud.

liallus (Crex) caroUnus, Bp.,Nutt.

Gallinula caroJina, Lath., Sab.

Ortygometra Carolina, Bp., Aud., Gosse, Gir., Eeinh.

Porzana Carolina, Bd., Gundl., Scl., Newton, Dress., Hayd., Scl. & Salv.,

Lawr., Sund., and of all late U. S. writers.

Aramides {Mustelirallus) Carolina, Gray.

Crcx Carolina, Hart.

Ballua stolidus, Vieil.

Length, about 8J; wing, 4^; tail, 2.

Hah.—Entire temperate N, A., winters in Southern States and be-

yond. South to Venezuela. Various West Indian Islands. Greenland.

Accidental in Europe. (Coues.)

Visits Bermuda regularly, arriving early in September (one has been

shot on the 24:th August) and remaining till November, a few lingering

on through the winter. On their vernal migration they frequently ap-

pear in considerable numbers in March and April. I have seen them,

as late as the 1st May. An extraordinary large flight visited the isl-

ands in October, 1849, departing in a body after a three-weeks' stay.

These birds are a great nuisance to the gunner in search of snipe and

other denizens of the marshes, as they bother a dog sadly both by their

numbers and their skulking habits; and they themselves are not worth,

powder and shot, except immediately after their arrival.

132. Porzana novehoracensis, (Gm.) Cass. Little Yellow Rail.

Fulica novehoracensin, Gm.
Gallinula noveboracensis, Lath.

Ortygometra 7ioveboracensis, Stepb., Bp., Aud., Gir., Putn.

Ballu8 noveboracensis, Bp., Nutt., Sw. &, Ricb., Aud.

Coturnicops novehoraceiisis, Bp.

Porzana noveboracensis, Cass., Coues & Prent., Allen, Cones, Dress., Scl. &
Salv., Lawr., Mayu., Eidg.

Aramides (Coturnicojis) noveboracensis, Gray.

Perdix hudsonica, Latb.

Pallus ruficollis, Vieil.
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Length, about 6; wing, 3^; tail, 1^.

Eab.—Eastern North America, north to Hudson's Bay, but in Kew
England not observed beyond Massachusetts. Apparently nowhere

abundant. Winters in Southern States.

Two obtained in Pembroke Marsh by Colonel Wedderburn in October,

1847, but not since recorded.

133. Porzanajamaicensis, (Gm.) Cass. Little Black Eail.

Ballus jamaicensus, Gm., Lath., Aud.

Ortygometra jamaicensis, Steph., Bp., Aud., Gosse., Salv.

Creciscus jamaicensis. Cab., Guudl.

Forzana jamaicensis, Cass., Coues & Prent., Scl., Scl. & Salv., Schl., Cones,

Ridg.

Aramides {Creciscus) jamaicensis, Gray.

Crex pygmcea, Blackwell.

Ortygometra chilensis, Bp.

Length, about 5; wing, 3^; tail, IJ.

Hab.— South America to Chili. Central America. West Indies.

North America to New Jersey and Kansas, rare.

Observed, and also obtained, by Colonel Wedderburn in 1847 and

1848, and by Mr. Hurdis in 1851, always in the autumn.

Genus Crex, Bechst.

134. Crex pratensis, Bechst. Land-Rail; Corn-Crake.

Ballus crex, Linn., Degl.

Gallinula crex, Lath.

Crex pratensis, Bechst., Cass., and authors generally.

Length, about 10; wing, 5J; tail, 2.15.

Sah.—Europe; Greenland; Accidental on Atlantic coast of United

States. (Baird.)

Colonel Wedderburn shot the only specimen of this Eui*opean bird

ever obtained in Bermuda, on the 25th October, 1847, and sent a notice

of its occurrence to " The Zoologist" in 1849. At that time it was prob-

ably not known that the species is a straggler to the United States, but

laterally several instances of its appearance there have been recorded,

so that the fact of its being killed in Bermuda has lost much of the mys-

tery which was originally connected with it.

Sub-family FULICIN^.

Genus Gallinula, Briss.

135. Gallinula galeata^ (Licht.) Bp. Florida Gallinule.

Crex galeata, Licht.

Gallinula galeata, Bp., Nutt., Maxim., Tsch., Gosse, Gundl., Bd., Newton, and
most late authors.

Gallinula chloropus, Bp., Aud., Gir.

Gallinula chloro])us, var. galeata, Hartl. & Finsch, Ridg.
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Length, about 12| ; wing, G^; tail, 3.

Hab.—Southern countries of North America; Louisiana, Florida

^

Texas; South America. Accidental in Middle and Northern States.

(Baird.)

Resident, tolerably abundant, breeding in the flags and sedges in fche

deepest and most inaccessible parts of the marshes. Also migratory,

visitors appearing in October. Like the " Sora," this is a sad pest to

the snipe shooter when working the thick places, unless his dog be as

steady as old Time.

With regard to the specific distinction between this bird and G. chlo-

ropus of Europe, it would appear that there is so little difference that

<' doctors disagree" on the question. I never compared specimens my-

self, but Mr. Hurdis says, in his MS. notes: "On a careful comparison of

British specimens with those shot in the Bermudas the resemblance of

the two was so strongly marked that, in my humble opinion, they are

identical."

Genus Pokphyrula, ]Blyth.

136. Porphyrula martinica, (Linn.) Blyth. Purple Gallinule.

FuUca martinica, Linn.

Gallinula 7nar(inica, Lath., Bp., Nutt., Aud.
Crex viartinica, Licht.

rorphtjrio martinica, Gosse, Cab.

Fiilica mnr1i)iicensis, Jacq., Gm.
lonornis martinicetms, Reich.

Fulica flaviroHtris, Gm.
Porphyrio tavona, Vieil.

Porphyrio cj/anicoUis, Vieil.

Gallinula porphyria, Wils.

Porphyrio amcricanus, Sw.

Martinica gallinule, Lath.

Length, 12J ; wing, 7 ; tail, 3.

Hah.—Southern States of North America, Louisiana, Florida. Acci-

dental in Middle and Northern United States. (Baird).

Severalwere obtained in 1849 and 1850, in the month of April, and one

on the 30th May, 1851. Mr. Hurdis's notes contain the following: "On
the 22d October, 1851, I shot one of these Gallinules in the olive-green

plumage of the young, and as these birds never remain to breed in the

Bermudas, this specimen must have found its way over sea. I know of

no other instance of the young being met with. In April, 1852, this

Gallinule was again observed, and in June, 1853, I examined a speci-

men preserved by W. Clutterbuck, esq.. Fifty-sixth Kegiment ; date of

its occurrence unknown. Its appearance, with one exception, has been

vernal."
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Mr. Bartram lias several specimens. I am almost sure I saw one in

Devonsliii-e Swamp in February, 1875. The shy habits and nature of

the haunts of this species doubtless prevent many examples being

recorded in the visiting list.

Genus Fulioa, Linn.

137. Fulica americana, Gm. American Coot.

Fulica americana, Gm., Lath., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Sah., Nutt., Aud., Bd.,

Coues, and of all late American writers—Scl., Scl. & Salv., Sund., Reinh.,

Gosse,

Fulica wilsoni, Steph.

Fulica atra, Wils.

Length, about 14 ; wing, 7 ; tail, 2.

Hab.—Entire temperate North America, Alaska, Greenland, Mexico^

West Indies, Central America. (Coues.)

A regular visitor in autumn, but never in great numbers. It also oc-

curs on its northward journey, for Mr. Hurdis records one killed at

Somerset on the 28th May, 1847, and I watched one close to me at Bas-

den's Pond on the 27th April, 1875.

Order LAMELLIROSTRES.

Family PHOENICOPTERID^.

Genus Phcenicopterus, Linn.

138. Phcenicopterus ruber, Linn. American Flamingo.

Phoenicopterus ruber, Linn., Gm., Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Length, 45 inches; wing, 16.50; tarsus, 12; bill, 5.90.

Mob.—Warmer parts of America. Bare on the Florida Keys.

(Baird.)

Though never actually obtained in the Bermudas, I think the follow-

ing interesting account from Mr. Hurdis's MS. notes entitles this fine

bird to a place in the island list : " On the 24th September, 1849, being

two days after the occurrence of an extraordinary flight of the Swallow

tribe, I happened to be skirting the shore of Hungry Bay in search

of novelties, when, i)eering through the roots of the belt of mangrove

trees by which the shallow water of the bay is surrounded, a large white,

or greenish-white, bird, which I took to be some tall species of Heron,

was discovered standing in a very upright position within long shot of

me. In the hurr}' of the moment I unfortunately discharged the barrel

of my gun which was loaded with small shot, and the stranger was soon

afterwards seen topping the mangroves in an easterly direction.
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" Two (lays afterwards I met Stone, the town constable, who was in

pursuit of the tall white bird when I fired at it, and, from being con-

cealed among the mangroves, had a fair opportunity of observing its

form and appearance, who confidentlj' asserted that it was * no Heron.'

He described the bird as brownish-white in plumage with a very long

neck, equally long legs, and a peculiar bill something like a parrot's.

Eeferring to Wilson's print of the Wood Ibis {Tantalus loculator)^ he

at once said it was too long in the bill and too heavy in the formation

of the neck and body for the bird he saw. His eye then caught sight

of Wilson's figure of the Flamingo, which he said was precisely the

shape and make of the bird in question, and the form of the bill ex-

actly similar. Now, the only part of the tall stranger concealed from

my observation was the head; I have therefore no doubt whatever,

judging from Stone's testimony, and from what I observed myself, that

this bird was a Flamingo in the immature greyish-white plumage of the

first year. Stone informed me that he followed this Flamingo to Pen-

iston's Pond, distant about two miles, where he shot at it without suc-

cess. As the bird was not met with afterwards it no doubt took it&

departure from the Bermudas."

Family ANATID^.

Sub-family CYGNIN^.

Genus Cygnus, Linn.

139. Cygnus americanus, Sharpless. American or Whistling Swan.

Cygnus musicits, Bp., Linsl.

Cygnus hetvicJcH, Sw. & Rich., Nutt.

Cygnus ferus, Nutt.

Cygnus americanus, Sharpless, Aud., Gir., Coop. & Suck., Bd,, Coues & Prent.,

Coues, Lawr., and authors generally.

Olor americanus, Bp.

Length, 55; wing, 22.00; tarsus, 4.25.

Hah.—Continent of North America ; breeding only in the far north ;:

wintering in United States. (Coues.)

One was shot in White's Marsh, near Hamilton, in 1835 or 1836, as

related to Mr. Hurdis by credible witnesses in 1850. It was observed m
the marsh for three or four days before it was obtained (by a man named
Dunscomb), and was by no means shy or difficult of approach. It was
sold, as might have been expected, as an article of food, and realized

the sum of $3. (Hurdis.)
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Sub-family ANSERINE.

Genus Ansek, Linn.

140. Anser hyperhoreus^ Pall. Suow Goose.

Anser hyperhoreus, Pall., Vieil., Steph., Bp., Sw. «fc Rich., Natt., Aud., Temm.,
Gir., Schl., Gray, and most late authors.

Anas hyperlorcus, Gm., Lath., Wils., Rich., Temm.
Chen hyperioreus, Boie, Bp., Gosse, Bias., Gundl., Degl. & Gerbe.

Chionochen hyperhorea, Reich.

Anas nivalis, Foret.

Anser niveiis, Briss., Brehm.

Tadorna nivea, Brehm.

Length, about 30 ; wing, 16.40.

Hab.—Whole of North America; breeds in higher latitudes, wintering

in United States ; abundant in the interior and along Pacific coast, rare

on the Atlantic; Greenland, transient. Cuba. Eare or casual in Europe.

(Coues.)

Colonel Wedderburn's notes contain the following: "On the 19th

October, 1848, Mr. Hodgson Smith shot two of these birds, in their

young plumage, at Riddle's Bay; but, unfortunately for the ends of

science, they furnished the dinner-table instead of the cabinet." Mr.

Hurdis adds: "A wing pertaining to one of the specimens mentioned

by Major Wedderburn was fortunately saved by Mr. Smith, which re-

moved all doubts as to the species it belonged to. In October, 1849, two

^ White Geese' were observed in Mangrove Bay, and on the 9th Novem-

ber, 1851, four dark grey-coloured Geese were seen on the wing near

Peniston's Pond. These were doubtless A. hyperboreus." I may here

remark that the Blue Goose, A. ccerulescensj much resembles the young

of A. hyperboreus, and that consequently the birds seen may possibly

have belonged to the former species.

Genus Bernicla, Steph.

141. Bernicla canadensis^ (Linn.) Boie. Canada Goose.

Anas canadensis, Linn., Gra., Forst., Lath., Wils., aud all earlier authors.

Anser canadensis, Vieil., Flem., Keys &Blas., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud.,

Eyt., De Kay, Gosse, Gir., Bd., Maxim., Schl.

Cygnus canadensis, Steph., Eyt., Jen.

Bernicla canadensis, Boie, Gray, Bp., Coop. & Suck.,Coues,Verr.,Reinh., Dress.,

Dall & Bann., aud most late authors.

Jiranta canadensis, Gray, Bauu., Coues.

Bernicla {Leucoblcpharon) canadensis, Bd.

Branta {LeucohUpliaron) canadensis. Gray.

Anser parvipes, Cass.

Length, 35; wing, 18; tarsus, 3.10.

Hab.—The whole of North America; breeding in United States, as

well as further north; accidental in Europe. (Coues.)
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Included in the list given in " The Naturalist in Bermuda," but with

no information appended. It has been occasionally seen, but rarely

obtained, in the islands. It was obesrved on three occasions during my

stay, one being seen on Peniston's Pond in the autumn of 1874, one in

the Great Sound on the 10th January, 1875, by the officers of the Fifty

-

third Eegiment as they were leaving the islands on their homeward

journey, and a third near Daniel's Head by Lieutenants Denison and

Hussey, Eoyal Engineers, early in February, 1875. A man of colour

was seen by these two officers to fire at the last-named bird; but he

stupidly let drive at it, with small shot too, at a hundred and twenty

yards, instead of paddling much nearer to it, as he might have done»

A wild Gi)ose, weighing ten pounds when plucked, was shot in South-

ampton parish on the 7th January, 1875, and eaten forthwith by the

fortunate gunner or his friends. This undoubtedly belonged to the

present species, but cannot be definitely recorded.

Sub-family ANATINiE.

Genus Anas, Linn.

142. Anas boschas, Linn. Mallard.

Anas boschas, Linn., Gm., Lath., Pall., Wila., Boie, Lecht., Bp.,Temm., Vig.,

Aud., Schl., and authors generally.

Anas adunca, Linn., Gm., Jen., Donovan.

Anas domestica, Gm.
Anas (Boschas) domestica, Sw. & Rich., Nutt.

Anas curvirostra, Pall.

Anas freycineti, Bp.

Anas fera, Briss., Leach.

Length, 23 ; wing, 11 ; tarsus, 1.70.

Sab.—^Nearly cosmopolitan; wild throughout the whole of North

America; breeding sparingly in United States as well as further north.

Greenland, Cuba, Bahamas, Panama. (Coues.)

A female was shot by an officer of the Fifty-sixth Regiment at War-

wick Pond on November 3, 1854. It was in company with some tame

ducks, always taking the wing moment any one approached the water

(Nat. in B., p. 48). Four—a Mallard and three ducks—were observed

in the Great Sound by Lieutenant Hussey, Eoyal Engineers, on the 23d

December, 1874.

143. Anas ohscura, Gm. Black Duck ; Dusky Duck.

Anas ohscura, Gm., Lath., Wils., Vieil., Steph., Bp., Nutt., Gray, Aud., Eyt.,

Gir., Cab., Bd., Coues, Schl., Lawr., and all authors.

Length, 22 ; wing, nearly 12 ; tarsus, 1.80.
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Hah.—Eastern North America, especially along the Atlantic coast,

from Labrador to Texas; Iowa, Kansas, Cuba. (Coues.)

Usually visits Bermuda in small numbers in the autumn, remaining

till the end of January or even later. A flock of twenty frequented

Harrington Sound and Peuiston's Pond from Christmas, 1871, to Feb-

ruary 15, 1872 (J. M. Jones). Specimens were obtained by Lieutenant

Denison and myself in January, 1875, when there were a good many

alDout. They are always very shy, and when disturbed frequently fly a

long way out to sea.

Genus Dafila, Leach.

144. Dafila acuta, (Linn.) Bp. Pintail.

Anas acuta, Linn., Gm., Lath., Temm., Boie, Licht., Less., Flem., Brehm.,

Wagl., Jen., Keys. & Bias., Degl., ScM., Wils., Bp,, Nutt., And., Gir.

Dafila acuta, Bp., Gray, Gosse, Reich., Cass., Bd., Cab., Scl., Heerm., Coop. ^
Suck., Newton, Hayd.,Jerd., Cooes, and authors generally.

Querquediila acuta, Selby.

Anas sparmannii, Lath.

Anas caiidacuta, Pall., Leach.

Dafila caudacuta, Steph., Gar., Eyt.

Querquediila caudacuta, Macgill.

Anas longicauda, Briss., Brehm.

Anas caudata, Brehm.

Dafila acuta, var. americana, Bp.

Length, 30-, wing, 11; tail, 8.60; tarsus, 1.75.

Hah.—North America and Europe ; breeds chiefly in high latitudes

;

in winter south to Panama ; Cuba. (Coues.)

Several specimens were obtained, all in immature plumage, in the

winter of 1847-'48. Mr. Bartram has a male in full plumage, shot by him-

self near St. George's. A female was shot by Gibbs in Smith's Marsh

on the 26th October, 1875, as recorded by Lieutenant Denison, Eoyal

Engineers.

Genus Chaulelasmus, Gray.

145. Chaulelasmus streperus, (Linn.) Gray. Gadwall.

Anas strepera, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils., Temm., Boie, Bp., Steph., Flem.,

Brehm., Nutt., Aud., Naum., Keys. & Bias., Gir., De Kay, Schl., Degl., Swin.,

and of most earlier authors.

Anas {Chauliodus) strepera, Sw. & Rich., Gen., Sw.

Chauliodus strepera, Sw., Eyt.

Chaulelasmus streperus. Gray, Bp., Gosse, Reich., Bd., Heerm., Jerd., CoueSi

Dress., and of authors generally.

Querquedula strepera, Macgill.

Anas strepera americana, Maxim.
Chaulelasmus americana, Bp. ,

Length, 22; wing, 10.50; tarsus, 1.64.
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Hab.—North America generally ; Europe, Asia, Africa. (Coues.)

A female Gadwall was captured alive in December, 1849, and was in

the possession of Mr. Hurdis till May, 1851, associating with some tamo

ducks and laying several nests of eggs, none of which, however, proved

fertile (Nat. in B., p. 47).

Genus Maeeca, Steph.

146. Mareca americana, (Gm.) Steph. American Wigeon.

Anas americana, Gni., Lath., Wils., Bp.,Niitt., Aud., Gir., Sclil., Finsch.

Mareca americava, Steph., Sw. & Rich., Sw., Bp., Eyt., Gray, Gosso, Bd., Cab.,

Cass., Scl., and late authors generally.

Mareca penelopc (5, Bias.

Length, 21.75; wing, 11; tarsus, 1.42.

Hah.—North America, south of Guatemala; Cuba. Accidental in

Europe. (Coues.)

After a revolving gale in October, 1854, several of these birds were

shot and brought for examination to Mr. Hurdis, who obtained one him-

self in the following month (Nat. in B., ]). 49). Two were shot at Dev-

onshire Bay by Corporal Alder, Eoyal Engineers, in October, 1874.

Genus Querquedula, Steph.

147. Querquedula carolinensis, (Gm.) Steph. Green-winged Teal.

Anas crecca var., Forst.

Anas (Boschas) crecca var., Sw. & Rich., Nutt.

Anas crecca, Wils, Bp., Aud.

Anas carolinensis, Gm., Lath., Aud., Gir., Reinh., Maxim., Trippe.

Querquedula carolinensis, Stcpli., Eyt., Bp., Gray, Bd., Cass., Scl., Scl. & Salv.,

Coues.

Xettion carolinensis, Bd., Coop. & Suck., Coues, Haj'd., Cab., Scl., Dress.,

Gund'.., and of late American authors.

Anas americana, Vieil.

Length, 14; wing, 7.40; tarsus, 1.14.

Hab.—Whole of North America; Greenland, Mexico, Cuba; south to

Honduras. (Coues.)

This is an occasional visitor in autumn. One was shot at Peniston's

Pond on October 10, 1874, and a few days later I stalked another in

vain at the same place. Captain Rookc, Fifty-third Regiment, shot one

in Devonshire Swamp in November, 1874. I am not aware of the occur-

rence of the European Q. crecca, or common Teal, in Bermuda. It occurs

as a straggler in North America.

Lieutenant Deuison informs uw that four examples of Q. carolinensis

were shot by Lieutenant Tallents, Twentieth Eegiment, in the autumn

of 1875.
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148. Querquedula discors, (Linn.) Steph. Blue-winged Teal.

Anas discors, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils., Vieil., Bp., Wagl., Aud., Gir., DeKay
Trippe, Schl.

Anas {Boschas) discors, Sw. & Ricli.,Nutt.

Querquedula disco7-s, Stepli., Gray, Bd., Cab., Scl., Scl. & Salv., Dress., Verr.,

Lawr., Sund., Coues, Dall & Bann., Allen, Trippe.

Cyanopterus discors, Eyt., Bp., Gosse, Bias.

Pterocyanea discors, Bp., Gray, Newb.

Length, 16 ; wing, 7.10 ; tarsus, 1.20.

Sab.—North America, chiefly east to Eocky Mountains; to the Pacific

Coast in Alaska ; West Indies, Mexico, Central and South America to

Ecuador. (Coues.)

A frequent visitor on its way south, but rarely seen on its northward

journey ; most numerous in October. Nine couple were killed in Pem-

broke Marsh after the gale of the 22d October, 1854, and many more at

St. David's Island, where a native sportsman is said to have killed

sixteen couple during the gale (Hurdis). I obtained several specimens

in October and November, 1874, and saw two, one of which I knocked

down, but unfortunately lost, in the mangrove swamp near the Sluice-

gates, on April 30, 1875.

Genus Spatula, Bole.

149. Spatula clypeata, (Linn.) Boie. Shoveller.

Anas clypeata, Linn., Scop., Gm., Lath., 111., Pall., Vieil., Brehm, Licht.,

Wils., Teraiu., Bp., and of earlier authors generally.

,
Spatula clypeata, Boie, Gray, Cass., Bd., Scl., Cab., Coop. & Suck., Hayd.,

Lawr., Coues, and most late writers.

Spathulea clypeata, Flem.

Ehynchaspis clypeata. Leach., Steph., Sp.

Anas rubens, Gm., Lath.

Length, 20 ; wing, 9.50 ; tarsus, 1.38.

Rah.—North America, Europe, Asia, Australia, southward to Guate-

mala, Cuba, Jamaica, Mexico. (Coues.)

"A single female specimen was shot in December, 1844, by Mr. C. B.

Fozard" (Nat. in B., p. 47).

Genus Aix, Boie.

150. Aix sponsa, (Linn.) Boie. Wood Duck; Summer Duck.

Anas sjmnsa, Linn., Gm., Lath., Wils., Vieil., Licht., Steph., Bp., Nutt.,Aud.,

Vig., Gir., Keys. & Bla8.,De Kay, Maxim.

Aix s])onsa, Boio, Eyt., Bp., Gray, Gosso, Cab., Bd., Coop. & Suck., Verr., Coues,

Hayd., Dress., and most late writers.

Dendronessa sponsa, Sw. & Rich.

Lampronessa sponsa, Wagl.

Cosmonessa sponsa, Reich.

Length, 19; wing, 9.50; tarsus, 1.40.
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Hah.—North America, especially United States ; breeding throughout

in suitable places, and wintering chiefly in the south 5 Cuba (Coues).

"A female bird of this species was shot by Dr. Cole, Twentieth Eegi-

ment, on the 16th December, 1846" (Nat. in B., p. 48).

Sub-family FULIGULIN^.

Genus Fuligula, Steph.

151. Fuligula affinis^ Eyt. Lesser Scaup Duck; Blue-bill.

Anas marila, Forst.

FuUguIa marila, Aud.

Fulifjulaajfinia, Eyt., Gossc, Turiib., Coiios.

Marila affinis, Bp.

Fidix affinis, Bd., Scl., Lawr., Dress., Salv.,Ne^vton, Dall &, Baou., Coues &
Preut., Verr., Coues, Mayn., Aikeu.

Fuligula viariloides, Vig.

Fuligula minor, Gir., Bell.

Length, 1G.50; wing, 8; tarsus, 1.34.

Hal).—Tlie whole of North America, and south to Guatemala in

•winter; part of the West Indies (Coues).

To make matters clear, in treating of this species, I must call in the

aid of Dr. Coues, who says, in his "Birds of the Northwest" (p. 574):

^'Authors are at variance concerning the relationship of the bird to the

preceding {F. marila), and the question is not yet settled. For myself

I am rather inclined to keep the two apart, notwithstanding their very

close resemblance, and admitting the probability that intermediate ex-

amples may be found. There appears to be something different in their

range, the F. affinis being the more southerly. Not that it does not in

the breeding season reach as high latitudes as the other, but that its

autumnal movement is pushed to the West Indies and Central America,

where the true F. marila is not recorded as occurring. It is improbable

that two varieties, if they be really such, should preserve this differ-

ence." Armed with this authority, I think I may safely refer the speci-

mens of the Scaup chronicled in "The Naturalist in Bermuda," all of

which measured only 16 to 16| inches in length, to this smaller species,

jP. affinis. The length of F. marila varies from 19 to 20i inches. The

specimens alluded to are one killed by Mr. C. Abbott, Twentieth Kegi-

meut, on the 19th December, 1846, and two others by Colonel Wedder-

burn, at Warwick Pond, on the 8th January, 1849. Lieutenant Deni-

son, Eoyal Engineers, shot a female specimen at Tucker's Town on the

25th February, 1876, measuring 16 inches in length.

Bull. Nat. Mus. No. 25 17
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152. Fuligula collaris, (Don.) Bp. Eing-necked Duck.

Anas collaris, Donovan.
Fuligula collaris, Bp., Gray, Bias., ScM., Degl., Gerbe, Turnb., Coues.

Fulix collaris, Bd., Bryant, Verr. , Coues, Salv., Dress., Gundl., Aiken, Trippe,

Snow, and of most United States writers.

Marila collaris, Bp.

Anas fuligula, Wils., Teram.

Anas (Fuligula) rufitorques, Bp.

Anas rufitorques, Ord, Scisl.

Fuligula rufitorques, Bp., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., And., Eyt., Gir., De Kay, Gosse,

Cass., Maxim.

Length, 18 ; wing, 8 ; tarsus, 1.28.

Mob.—The whole of ISTorth America, breeding far north, wintering in

United States and beyond; south to Guatemala; Cuba; Jamaica; acci-

dental in Europe (Coues).

One was captured, and kept for a short time alive, by Mr. Hurdis, on

the 13th November, 1850. He was anxious to watch the change of the

plumage, but the poor bird fell a victim to a cat (ISTat. in B., id. 50).

Genus Aythya, Boie.

153. Aythya valUsneria, (Wils.) Boie. Canvas-back Duck.

Anas vallisneria, Wils., Doiiglit.

Fuligula vallisneria, Steph., Bp., Sw. & Ricli.,Nutt., Eyt., Aiid., Gir., De Kay,
Coues.

Aythya vallisneria, Boie, Bp., Newb., Bd., Coop. & Suck., Dress., Salv., Dall

& Bann., and most late writers.

Nyroca vallisneria. Gray, Woodh., Heerm.
Aristonetta vallisneria, Bd.

Anas vallisneriana. Sab.

Length, 20.10; wing, 9.30; tarsus, 1.70.

Hah.—Whole of North America; breeds from Northern States north-

ward; winters from Middle States southward to Guatemala (Coues).

Mr. Hurdis purchased a specimen of this Duck from some boys,

by whom it was captured alive in a marsh near James's Cottages, on

the 30th October, 1851. It was destroyed by ants soon afterwards.

On the 23d November following he observed a very fine specimen

in White's Marsh.

Genus Clangula, Flem.

154. Clangula glaucion, Brehm. Golden-eye.

Anas clangula, Linn., Scop., Forst., Gm., Lath., 111., Wils., Temm., Leach.,

Vieil., Naum., Schl., Swinh.

Clangula clangula, Boie.

Glaucion clangula, Kaup, Keys. & Bias.

Fuligula clangula, Bp., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Degl., Maxim., Finsch.

Buce^hala clangula, Coues.
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Anas glaucion, Linn., Gm., Lath.

Clangula (jlaucion, C. L. Brelnii, Bp., Gray.

Claiujida vulgaris, Flom., Sw. «fe Rich., Sw., Eyt.

Clangula americana, Bp., Eyt., Gray, Newb.

Bucephala americana, Bd., Coop. & Suck., Verr., Coues, Blak.

Length, 18.75; wing, 8.50; tarsus, 1.50.

jja&.—Whole of North America, Cuba, Europe (Coues)} Forthem

Asia (Dresser).

"A male specimen was shot on the 10th April, 1854, in Pembroke

Marshes" (Nat. in B., p. 49). There were several of these Ducks about

the islands in the winter of 1874-75, and I succeeded in obtaining two,

both males, in immature plumage, at Peniston's Pond, on the 29th De-

cember, 1874, and 5th February following. A flock of seven frequented

Shelly Bay Marsh, and were also seen by Lieutenant Ilussey in the

Great Sound, but I am not sure that any other specimens were pro-

cured. Lieutenant Denisou records one shot in Devonshire Swamp

on 22d January, 187G.

155. Clangula albeola, (Linn.) Steph. Buffle-head; Butter-ball.

Anas alheola, Linn., Forst., Gm., Lath., Wils., Schl.

Fuligula alheola, Bp., Nutt., And., Gir., Do Kay, Schl.

Clangula alheola, Stcph., Bole, Sw. & Rich., Jen., Eyt., Bp., Vig., Gray, Bd.,

Heerm., Reiuli., Newton, Hart.

Bucephala alheola, Bd., Coop. & Suck., Dress., Coues, Dall & Bann., Aiken,

Coues, and most late writers.

Anas tucephala, Linn., Gm.
Anas rustica, Linn., Gm.

Length, 15; wing, 6.G5; tarsus, 1.25.

nab.—North America; Mexico; Cuba; Greenland; accidental in

England (Coues).

One was obtained in Pembroke Marsh in December, 1845, and others

have been occasionally observed subsequently. A male was shot by

Lieutenant Tallents, Twentieth Regiment, atPeniston's Pond in Novem-

ber, 1875 (Denison).

Genus CEdemia, Flem.

150. CEdemia perspicillata, (Linn.) Steph. Surf-Scoter.

Anas perspicillata, Linn., Forst., Gm., Lath., Wils., Temm., Vieil., Naum.,
Schl.

Oidemia perspicillata, Steph., Flem., Sw. & Rich., Gm., Sw., Bp.. Keys. &
Bias., Gray, Gosse, Cass., Reiuh., Newton, Coues, Hart.

Pelioneita perspicillata, Kaup, Reich, Bp., Bd. , Cooi>. & Suck., Coues, Verr.,

Blak., Lawr. , Dall & Bann.

Fuligula perspicillata, Aud., De Kay, Gir., Degl,

Length, about 20; wing, 9.50; tail, 3.6; tarsus, 1.8.
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Kdb.—Nortli America, coastwise; Jamaica; Europe, rare (Coues).

Two recorded iu "The Naturalist in Bermuda"—one killed with a

stick iu Hamilton Harbor on the 8th January, 1849, and another shot

in Pembroke Marsh on the 7th October, 1854. Lieutenant Hussey,

Boyal Engineers, shot one (a female) on a small i)ond near the light-

house, on the 17th November, 1874, and kindly i^resented it to me.

Sub-family EEISMATURIN^.

Genus Erismatuka, Bp.

157. Erismatura rubida, (Wils.) Bp. Euddy Duck.

Anas ruhida, Wils., Sab.

Anas {FuJiguIa) ruhida, Bp.

Fuligula (Oxyura) ruhida, Bp.

FuUgula {Gymnura) ruhida, Nutt.

Fuligula ruhida, Sw. &, Rich., Aud., Gir., De Kay, Leml).

Erismatura ruhida, Bp., Eyt., Gray, Bd., Scl., Heerm., Verr., Coues, Gtmdl.,

Stev.

Biziura ruhida, Sclil., Giebel.

Anas jamaicensis, Ord.

Length, 16.00; wing, 5.80; tarsus, 1.26.

Hab.—North America, at large; south to Guatemala, where found

breeding at Dueiias; Cuba (Coues).

A young male of this species was shot by Dr. Cole, in a marsh near

Hamilton, on the 24th November, 1846.

Sub-family MERGING.

Genus Mergus, Linn.

158. Mergus merganser, Linn. Goosander.

Mergus merganser, Liim., Gm., Lath., Wils., Temm., Bp., Flem., Jen., Sw. &
Rich., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Naum., Schl., aud authors generally.

Mergus castor, Liuu., Gm., Lath., Keys. & Bias., Gray.

Merganser castor, Bp., Macgill.

Merganser castor var. americanus, Bp.

Merganser raii, Leach.

Merganser gulo, Steph., Leach.

Mergus americanus, Cass., Bd., Coop. & Suck., Hayd., Dall, Dall & Bann.,

Snow, Fiusch, aud of mauy late United States writers.

Length, 26.50; wing, 11.00; tarsus, 1.84.

Hal).—North America; Asia; Europe (Coues).

Included iu Colonel Wedderburn's list as having been seen, but not

obtained.
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159. Mergtis serratorj Linn. Red-breasted Merganser.

Mergus serrator, Liun., Gm., Lath., Pall., 111., Wils., Temm., Boie, Licht.,

Brehin, Bp., Flem., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., And., Keys. &, Bias., Naum., Gray,

Schl., and nearly all authors.

Merganser serrator, Vieil., Steph., Bj).

Mergus uiger, Gin.

Mergus cristatas, Brunn.

Mergus leucomelas, Brehni.

Length, 2.3.25 ; wing, 8.G0 ; tarsus, 1.80.

JTab.—IS^ortbern liemispbere (Coues).

Mr. Bartram has an undoubted specimen, obtained by Mm near St.

George's.

IGO. Mergus ciicullatus, Linn. Hooded Merganser.

Mergus cucuUatus, Linn., Gm., Lath., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Jen., And.,

Eyt., Keys. &. Bias., Temm., Gray, Schl., Gir., Cass., Scl., Coues.

Merganser cucuUatus, Stopli., Bp., Macgill.

Lophodytes cucuUatus, Reich., Bp., Bd., Scl., Coop. & Suck., Verr., Coues,

Gundl., Dress., Dall & Banu., Allen, and of many writers.

Length, 17.50 ; wing, 7.90 ; tarsus, 1.20.

j[ab.—Whole of ISortb America; Europe; Cuba (Coues).

A female was caught near Ireland Island by one of the crew of H. M.

S. Scourge, on the 10th of January. 1819, and one was shot near St.

George's on the 23d December, 1850. A third example was obtained

by Mr. Bartram, and is now in his collection.

Order STEGANOPODES.

Family SULID^.

Genus Sula, Briss.

IGl. JSula fiber, Linn. Booby Gannet.

PeJecanus fiber, Liun.

Pelecanus sula, Linn.

Dysporus sula. 111., Bp.

Sula hrasiliensis, Spix.

Sulafusca. Vieil., Bp., Nutt., And.

Length, 31.00; wing, 1G.50; tarsus, 1.70; tail, 8.50.

Eab.—Gulf ofMexico ; Atlantic coast from Georgia southward (Baird).

Colonel Wedderburn records the occurrence of one of these birds,

which flew into one of the barrack-rooms at Fort Catherine on October

3, 1847. Another, in Mr. Bartram's collection, was shot by an officer

with a revolver, curiously enough, very near the same fort, and a young

bird in Lieutenant Denison's collection was caught alive on the rocks

near Fort Cunningham (at no great distance from Fort Catherine) on

the 26tli September, 1875, living for a short time in confinement.
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Family PELECANID^.

Genus Pelecanus, Linn.

162. Pelecanus fuscus, Linn. Brown Pelican.

Pelecanus fuscua, Linn., Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Leptopelicanus fuscus, Reich.

Onocrotalus fuscus, Bp.

Length, 56 ; wing, 22 ; bill, 13.50 ; tarsus, 3 ; tail, 6.50.

Hob.—From Texas to North Carolina; California coast (Baird).

Two examples are recorded by Colonel Wedderburn, who says (Nat.

in B., p. 51) : "One of these birds was shot at Hungry Bay, many years

ago; and another was killed near St. George's in April, 1850, which

was given to me by Colonel Drummond."

Family PHALACROCORACIDiE.

Genus Graculus, Linn.

103. Graculus diloplms^ (Sw.) Gray. Double-crested Cormorant.

Pelecanus (Carbo) dilophus, Sw. & Ricli.

Carbo dilophus, Gamb.
Phalacrocorax dilophus, Nutt., Bp., Aud., Gir., Bd.

Graculus dilophus, Gray, Bp., Bd., Coop. & Suck., Coues, Allen, Verr., Lawr.,

Dall & Bann., Ridg.

Phalacrocorax floridanus, Maxiih.

Length, 33 ; wing, 13 ; tail, G.7o ; bill, 2.85 ; tarsus, 3.50.

Hab.—North America at large, in the interior as well as coastwise

(Coues).

Three instances of the occurrence of this species are recorded in "The

Naturalist in Bermuda," viz, one shot by Captain Orde, at Pitt's Bay, on

the 10th October, 1847 ; one by Colonel Wedderburn, on Grace's Island,

on the 8th February, 1848 ; aud another, mentioned by Mr. Hurdis, which

frequented the islands for some little time, but was not obtained.

There is a specimen in Mr. Bartram's collection, aud another in that of

Mr. Lane, of Hamilton. There were several of these birds about the

islands in the winter of 1874-'5, but they were so wary that none were

obtained. One was repeatedly seen, and once fired at, in the Great

Sound; one attached itself to St. George's Harbor; aud a pair fre-

quented the "Stag" Rocks, near Shelly Bay, all the winter, conspicu-

ous to the j)assers-by as they sat in solemn security on their accustomed

pinnacle. I tried in vain to obtain one of these, but never got a shot.

One of them flew close over my head one morning, but I had not my
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gun in my hand at the moment. One was shot, as recorded by Lieu-

tenant Denison, Koyal Engineers, at Basden's Pond, in the autumn of

1875.

Family TACHYPETID^.

Genus Tachypetes, Vieil.

164. Tachypetes aquilus, Vieil. Frigate Bird ; Man-of-War Birds

Tachypetei aquilus, Vieil., Bp.

Pelecanus aquilus, Linn., Nutt., Aud., Gamb.

Attagcn aquila. Gray.

Length, 41; wing, 25; bill, 5.50; tail, 18; tarsus, .8.

Sab.—Texas to Florida ; California (Baird).

Two were obtained at Ireland Island, on the 27th and 30th Sep-

tember, 1848, respectively, by Colonel Wedderburn. One was shot

by Captain Clutterbuck, of the fifty-sixth regiment, on September 30,

1852, and another by Captain Tolcher, of the same regiment, on April

2, 1854. Mr. Bartram has three specimens in his collection, obtained

by himself. The latest of these he shot in October, 1876, when there was

a very strong gale from the northwest, lasting some days, and a great

influx of Terns, Frigate-Birds, Ospreys, &c.

Family PHAETONID^.

Genus Phaeton, Linn.

165. Phaeton Jlavirostris, Brandt. Yellow-billed Tropic Bird.

Lepturus Candidas, Briss., Bp.

Phaeton Candidas, Gray.

Phaeton aithereus, Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Phaeton jlavirostris, Brandt, Scl.

Length, 30 ; wing, 11 ; tail, 18.50 ; bill, 2.05 ; tarsus, .9.

Hal).—Florida coast (Baird) ; Cuba ; Bermuda.

The geographical distribution of the three known species of Tropic-

bird, P. wthereus, P. Jlavirostris, and P. rubricauda, seems not yet well

defined, and no doubt their extensive wanderings will render any at-

tempt at precise limitation extremely difficult, certainly until we are

in possession of a larger series of observations than at present. P. Jlavi-

rostris (the "Boatswain-bird" or "Long-tail" of the Bermudas) is a

familiar aud abundant summer visitor to the islands, arriving at the end

of February or beginning of March, and departing early in October.

An occasional straggler is said to have been seen in Bermudian waters

in winter time, presumably an early arrival, or backward young bird
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left behind. One was shot as far north as the coast of 'Soysl Scotia,

after a violent gale from the south, on the 4th September, 1870. I saw

this bird in the Halifax Museum. The excellent accounts of the habits

and nidification of this species given by Mr. Hurdis and Colonel Wed-

derburn have left me but little to say. The single egg, which in color-

ing is not unlike that of a Kestrel, is deposited in holes in the rocks,

always in those which have a flooring of sand, preference being given to

steep and overhanging cliifs on the south shore and the islands about

Castle Harbor. A few pairs nest on the northern shore, where the cliffs

are much lower. Sometimes one can see the sitting bird's long tail-

feathers protruding from the nest ; while in another case the nest may

be so far in, horizontally, that one can onlj- tell there is one by the

harsh grating cry of the disturbed occupant. Both male and female

sit, fighting vigorously with their formidable bills in defense of their

home. The young also show fight; in fact, the species is peculiarly

fierce and untamable. Three young ones I kept alive for about two

months maintained their savage nature till the last, refusing to feed

themselves, striking viciously at any one who approached them, and

even at one another. Their flight is i^eculiar, but graceful, and they

never seem tired of their perpetual wheeling and maneuvering. They

take beautiful headers, like a Tern or Gannet, in pursuit of small fish.

It is rare to meet with a specimen possessing two good long central tail-

feathers; one is generally smaller and shorter than the other. Some

of these feathers are of a lovely orange-pink. They get rubbed off

during incubation, and may be picked up near the breeding places.

Two broods are reared, fresh eggs being found as early as the 10th

April, and again at the end of June ; there are intermediate examples,

probably laid by birds whose first nests have been visited by the

spoiler. That these birds revisit their breeding stations year after year

is, I think, clearly shown by the following circumstance: Mr. Bartram,

by way of experiment, slit the two webs of one foot, and cut off one or

two claws, of a young bird in a nest near his house, ^ext year this

bird turned up again, and made its nest close to the same spot. This

attachment to the family residence is, I fancy, far from unusual with

migratory birds. Swallows and other familiar visitors to England are

known to possess it in a marked degree. On a calm day the bright

greenish blue tint of the Atlantic waters, as they gently rise and fall

above the white sands below, is reflected on the glossy white breasts

and under parts of the Tropic-birds in a most remarkable manner as
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they cruise about, at no great height, along the shores or among the

islands. During the breeding season the parent birds "off duty" are

to be seen in the neighborhood of their nesting places all the morning

till about noon, -when the greater part disappear in a rather mysterious

manner. I came to the conclusion that they proceed to a considerable

distance out to sea, returning at dusk, and this opinion was much

strengthened by seeing two old birds sitting on the water one after-

noon, at least 100 miles from the Bermuda shores. This was during a

voyage from Bermuda to Kew York, on the 7th August, 1874, when the

second " young hopeful " had probably left, or was about to leave, the

nest, and therefore does not prove much ; but it shows that these strong-

winged birds, who would probably do their 100 miles in three hours, or

even less, do travel to such distances from land long before they have

thought of quitting their breeding haunts. In Castle Harbor, where

there are a great number of Tropic-birds continually on the wing, and

where they are left comparatively undisturbed during the daytime, this

disappearance is, or appears to be, on a somewhat smaller scale.

Order LONGIPENNES.

Family LARID^.

Sub-family LARIN^.

Genus Laeus, Linn.

166. Larus marinus, Linn. Great Black-backed Gull.

Larus marinus, Linn., Gm., Lath., Temm., Boie, Steph., Flem., Bp., Nutt^

Brelim., Jen., Eyt., And., Naum., Keys. & Blaa., Sclil., Gray, Lawr., Couee.,

Verr., and of other authors.

Dominicanus marinus, Bruch, Bp.

Larus niger, Briss.

Larus ncevius, Linn., Gm., Lath.

Larus albus, Miill.

Larus viaculatus, Bodd.

Larus maximus, Leach, Brehm.

Length, 30; wing, 18.50; bill, 2.50; tarsus, 3.

Mah.—American and European coasts of the Atlantic ; south in win-

ter to Long Island, Great Lakes, and Mississippi (Coues).

Mr. Hurdis mentions an immature example of this Gull, which was

captured alive in the Great Sound in December, 1851, and Mr. Bartram

has a fine specimen, also in immature plumage, shot by himself near

Stocks Point, on the 2.7th December, 1862.
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167. Lariis argentatus, Gm. Herring Gull.

Larns fusciis, Penn., Mont.

Larus argentatus, Gm., Schl., Gundl., Hartl., Dress., Coaes.

Larus marinus, var. 0, Lath.

Larus glaucus, Retz., Meyer & W.
Larus cinereus, Leach.

Larus argentatoides, Brehm.

Larus argenteus, Macgill.

Laroides major, argentatus, argenteus, argentatoides et argentaceui, Brehm.
Glaucus argentatus, argentatoides, Bruch.

Larus marinus, Gundl., Lemb.
Larus smithsonianus, Coues.

Length, 23 5 wing, 18; tail, 7.50; bill, 2J; tarsus, 2J.

Hab.—Northwest Europe; Baltic; western coasts down to North Af-

rica; Azores; Madeira; Canaries; Greenland; Hudson's Bay; Labrador;

down the coast as far as Texas ; Cuba ; Bermuda. (Saunders.)

These Gulls occur frequently, not regularly, and many specimens

have been obtained. One in my collection was shot in Devonshire Bay

on the 4th November, and they have been seen as late as the 19th

March. They were numerous in the autumn of 1875, and Lieutenant

Denison obtained several specimens, all immature.

Larus occidentalism Aud., has been included in the Bermuda lists by

Colonel Wedderburn (Nat. in B., -p. 54), but I think the geographical

distribution of this species [Pacific Coast of North America (Saunders),

(Coues)] precludes all possibility of its having occurred in the islands.

168. Larus delawarensis, Ord. Eing-billed Gull.

Larus delawarensis, Ord, Lawr., Coop. & Suck., Coues, Verr., Schl., Allen.

Larus canus, Bp., not of authors.

Larus zonorhynchus, Rich., Nutt., Aud., Gir., Bp., Bias.

Glaucus zonorhynchus, Bruch.

Gavina zonorhyncha, Bp., Bruch.

Gavina bruchii, Bp., Bruch.

Length, 19.75; wing, 14.75; bill, 1.70; tarsus, 2.05.

Hah.—North America
;
generally throughout the interior as well as

•coastwise; Cuba (Coues).

Only one on record killed by Colonel Wedderburn, near the Dock •

yard, on the 1st January, 1849, during a northwesterly gale.

169. Larus atricilla, Linn. Laughing Gull.

Larus atricilla, Linn.,Temm., Steph., Flem., Bp., Nutt., Gm., Aud., Keys. &
Bias., Gir., Schl., Gray, Pelz., Sund., Scl. & Salv., Coues.

Xema atricilla, Boie, Bp., Cab.

Gavia atricilla, Macgill, , Bias.

Chroicocephalus atricilla, Lawr., Scl., Newton, Bryant, Coues, Verr., Allen,

Dress., Gundl.

Larus ridibundus, Wils., L<5ot.

Atricilla catesbyi, Bruch.
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Length, 16.50 ; wiug, 13 ; tail, about 5 ; bill, 1.75 ; tarsus, 2.

Hab.—America, from Maiue on the east coast down to the mouth of

the Amazons and the West Indian Islands ; on the west coast, Califor-

nia, Mexico, Guatemala, and as far south as the northern frontier of

Peru. (Saunders.)

One seen, flying close past him, by Colonel Wedderburn, at Ireland

Island. Mr. Hurdis records that one was taken alive by a fisherman in

the winter of 1851-'52, and was confined for some time in a spare room,

eventually effecting its escape.

170. Larus Philadelphia, (Ord.) Gray. Bonaparte's Gull.

sterna Philadelphia, Oril.

Chroccocephalus Philadelphia, Lawr., Coop. & Suck., Coues, Verr. , Allen, Dall

& Bann., Mayii.,Newt.

Larus Philadelphia, Gray, Hart.,Coues, Ridg., Saunders.

Larua philadelphieus, Turub.

Larus capistratus, Bp.

Larus bonapartei, Ricli.,Nutt., Aud., Jerd., ScM.

Xema honapartci, Bp.

Chroicocephalus honapartci, Bruch.

Gavia honapartci, Bp.,Bla8.

Length, 14; wing, 10.25; bill, 1.20; tarsus, 1.40.

Hah.—British North America and Alaska ; breeding on the Yukon,

and in neighboring localities. In autumn descends as far as California

on the west aud North Carolina on the east coast ; Bermuda. Acci-

dental in the British Islands. (Saunders.)

Three arc recorded by Colonel Wedderburn. One was shot by him-

self on the 27th January, 1849 ; a second was seen by him on the 15th

December, 1849 ; and another was killed on the 24th February, 1850.

Mr. Bartram obtained two specimens in St. George's Harbor in Jan-

uary, 1876.

Genus KissA, Leach.

171. Rissa tridacfyla, (Linn.) Bp. Kittiwake.

Larus rissa, Linn., Gui., Loach, Flem.

Laroides rissa, Brohin.

Larus riga, Gni., Lesa.

Larus tridactylus, Linn., Gm., Lath., Retz., Nils., Mey. & Wolf, Temm., Vieil.,

Brehm., Bp., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud., Naum., Keys. & Bias., Schl., Gir.,

Coues.

Gavia tridactyla, Boie.

Cheimonca tridactyla, Kaup.

Laroides tridactyla, Brehin.

Bissti tridactyla, Bp.,Graj, Bruch, Lawr., Coues, Ridg., Verr., Allen, Newt.,

Dall & Bann., Finsch, Bias., Saunders.

Larus navius, Schiiff.

Larus torquatus ct. Larus gavia, Pall.
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Eissa brnnnicMi, Stepli. ex Leach.

Hissa cinerea, Eyt.

Laroides minor, Brelim.

Eissa kotzeiui, Bp.

Length, about 17; wing, 12.25; bill, 1.45; tarsus, 1.30.

Sah.—Arctic regions of both hemispheres, south in winter on the

Atlantic coast to the Middle States. (Coues.)

I cannot do better than quote from Mr. Hurdis' MS. notes, as follows:

" There is no part of the world, perhaps, whose shores are so little fre-

quented by Gulls and other sea-birds, as those of the islands of Bermuda.

"During the violent westerly gales of winter, the Kittiwake is prob-

ably seen there oftener than any otber species, being met with from the

5th January to the 4th April. About a dozen specimens came under

my observation."

Most of the examples obtained are in immature plumage.

Genus Xema, Leach.

172. Xema sahinii, (Sabine) Leach. Sabine's Gull; Fork-tailed Gull.

Larus saUnii, Sab., 6m,, Wils., Sw. & Rich., Nutt., Aud., Keys. & Bias.,

Temm., Naum., Sclil., Degl., Hart.

Xema sabinii, Leach, Eyt., Bp., Gray, Bruch, Bias., Lawr., Newton, Coues, Dall

& Bann., Allen, Saunders.

Gavia saMni, Macgil.

Length, 13.75; wing, 10.75; bill, 1; tarsus, 1.25.

Sab.—Arctic regions of both hemispheres; Spitzbergen; in America,

south in winter to New York, aud Great Salt Lake, Utah. (Coues.)

Colonel Wedderburn says: "A single specimen was shot by Colonel

Drummond, near Saint George's, but the date I do not recollect."

Sub-family STEENIN^.

Genus Sterna, Linn.

173. Sterna anglica, Mont. Gull-billed Tern.

sterna angUea, Mont., Leach, Temm., Flem,, Nutt., And., Gir., Schl., Gray,

Degl., Maxim., Coues, Ridg., Saunders.

Thalasseus anglicus, Boie.

Viralva anglica, Steph.

Laropis anglica, Wagl.

Gelochelidon anglica, Bp., Boie., Coues, Salv

Sterna aranea, Wils., Vieil., Bp., Lawr., Coues & Front., Allen, Dress.

Gelochelidon aranea, Bp.

Sterna macrotarsa, Gould.

Sterna a (finis, Horsf.

Gelochelidon palustris, Macgil.

Gelochelidon balthica, agraria, meridionalis, Brehm.

Length, 13 to 14.50; wing, 11.75 to 12.25; tail, 5.G0; bill, 1.40; tar-

sus, 1.30.
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Hob.—Nearly cosmopolitan. lu North America, chiefly Eastern Uni-

ted Statei^; not detected on the Pacific side; Patagonia. (Coues).

One only has occurred, taken alive in the Koyal Engineer workshops

at Boaz Island, on the 29th April, 1875. This bird, which proved to be

a female, lived only a short time. It is now in Lieutenant Dennison's

collection.

174. Sterna Jluviatilis, Naum. Common Tern.

Sterna hirundo, Linu, (iu j)art), and most authors.

Larus Mcolor, sterna, columbinus. Scop.

Sta-na fluviatilis, Naum., Gray, Sliaqie &, Dresser.

Sterna scnegalensis, S\v., Sclil.

Sterna wihonii, Bp., Gray.

Sterna macrodaclijla, et macroptera, Bias., Gray.

Sterna dongalli, Layard.

Length, 14.50; wing, 10.50; tail, 6; bill, 1.35; tarsus, 0.80 to 0.85.

Hah.—Throughout temi)erate Euroi^e, Asia, and America, except Pa-

cific coast. In winter visits Cape of Good Hoj)e. Has been found as far

to the southeast as Ceylon, northward as far as Pekin. (Saunders.)

These Terns used to visit Bermuda annually and breed in consider-

able numbers on Gurnet Head Rock and other small islands at the east-

ern end of the group, but they have now given up their former breeding

places and are only occasionally seen in the autumn or winter months,

sometimes in considerable numbers. Doubtless the increase in the pop-

ulation of the islands and the continual plundering of their nests have

driven them away. They were sufficiently numerous in 1850, but there

is no record of their having bred since that date. In 1854 many ap-

peared in Hamilton Harbor (Hurdis), and in October, 1876, during a

strong northwest gale, St. George's Harbor was alive with Terns, Mr.

Bartram obtaining specimens of the common and black kinds. Not a

single Tern of any species, to my knowledge, was seen in the autumn

of 1874 and winter following.

175. Sterna dougalli, Mont. Eoseate Tern.

Sterna paradisea, Keys. & Bias., Sclil., Dfigl., Gray, Bp., Lawr., Coues, Salv.,

Gundl,. Allen, Mayu.
Sterna dougalli, Mont., Loach, Vioil., Temm., Boie, Steph., Flem., Brehm., Nutt.,

Gm., Eyt., Bp., And., Naum., Gir., Cab., Scl.& Salv., Saunders.

Sterna macdougalU, Macgil.

Sterna douglasi, Bias.

Sterna gracilis, Gould.

Length, 14 to 15; wing, 9.25 to 9.75; tail, 7.50; bill, 1.50 ; tarsus, 0.85.

Rah.—Europe. In North America, from Massachusetts to Florida,

thence to Central America. Various West Indian Islands. No United
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States record of winteriug (Cones). Cape of Good Hope, Natal, Anda-

man Islands, Ceylon, Malayan Islands, west coast of Australia. (Saun-

ders.)

The same remarks apply, unfortunately, to this species as to the pre-

ceding, it being no longer found, except, perhaps, as an autumn strag-

gler, in the islands. At one time it used to breed in considerable num-

bers on Gurnet Head Kock (sometimes called the Black Eock). Mr.

Hurdis says :
" On this rock, difficult of access on account of the ocean

swell, as many as 40 or 50 of this elegant species of Tern have been

observed in the middle of June, and from the circumstance of both eggs

and young having been obtained there on the 1st August, I conclude

that it must rear two broods in the season."

Both species were called "Eedshanks" by the Bermudians.

176. Sterna fuliginosa, Gm. Sooty Tern.

Sterna fulif/mosa, Gm., Lath., Wils., Bp., Nutt., Aucl., Cab., Lawr., Hartl.,

Dress., Sund., Hart., Saunders.

Sterna (Onijchoprton) fnliginosa, Gray.

Sterna {HaJiplanes) fuJiginosa, Bias.

Sterna (Haliplana) fuUginosa, Coues.

Onychoprion fnliginosa, Wagl., Gould, Scl., Scl. tfe Salv.

Haliplana fuliginosa, Wagl., Bj)., Coues, Salv., Gundl., Lawr., AUen.

Sterna serrata, Forst.

Hydrochelidon fuliginosum, Bp., Gosse.

Sterna guttata, Forst.

Anous Vherminieri, Less.

Sterna gouldii, Reicli.

Sterna luctuosa, Phil. & Laudb.

Thalassipara infuscata, Gray.

Sterna fuliginosa var. crissalis, Bd., apud Lawr.

Length, 1G.50; wing, 12; tail, 7 to 7.50; bill, 1.80; tarsus, 1.

Rah.—Throughout the warmer portions of the world (Saunders).

Of rare occurrence. Colonel Wedderburn says: "Dr. Cole shot a

specimen of this Tern in October, 184G. During the whole time I was

quartered in Bermuda I only saw one of these birds, and that in the

year 1848. I was walking on the sand-hills, and saw a bird apparently

dead on the ground. I put down my gun, and picked the bird up, and
' was just putting him carefully in paper when my prize thought fit to

come to life and flew away, taking me so much by surprise that I never

thought of using my gun. It was a most beautiful specimen, and must

have been driven on shore by some heavy gale." Mr. Hurdis records

that a third example was found in an exhausted state in Devonshire

parish, on the 23d October, 1854, after a severe gale the previous day.

Lieutenant Deuison, Eoyal Engineers, received a young male in curl-
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ous plumage, caught near Paget Quarry, on the south shore, on the 19th

September, 1875.

Genus Hydrochelidon, Boie.

177. HydrocJielidon nigra, (Linn.) Boie. Black Tern.

Sterna nigra, Liun., Mey. & Wolf, Temm.
Sterna navia, Linn.

Sterna fissipes, Linn., Schl.

Lartts meruUnus, Scop.

Sterna surinamensis, Gm.
Sterna plumhea, Wils.

Sydrochelidon nigra, Boie.

Viralva nigra, Stoph.

Anous i)hnnbea, Steph.

Hydroclielidon fissipes, Gray, Bias., Degl. & Gerbe, Scl. & Salv., CoueB.

HydrocheUdon plumbea, Lawr. and otiier Am. authors.

Pelodes stirinamensis. Gray.

HydrocheUdon lariformis, Coues.

"Sterna ccesia, Linn.," Gundl.

Length, 9.25; wing, 8.25; tail, 3.75; bill, 1.10; tarsus, .68.

Mob,—Europe, Palestine, and North Africa to the Nile. Across the

continent of North America, visiting West Indies and Spanish Main

on the one side, and going as far south as Peru and Chili on the Pacific

coast in winter (Saunders).

Mr. Bartram obtained the only recorded example of this Tern in St.

George's Harbor in October, 1876, after a severe gale from the north-

west. It was in company with many other Terns of various species,

but only one other, S. Jluviatilis, was identified.

Genus Angus, Leach.

178. Anous stolidns (Linn.), Gray. Noddy Tern.

Sterna stolida, Linn., Gm., Lath., Less., Bp., Nntt., Aud., Schl., Hart., Maxiili,

Megalopterus stolidus, Boie, Bp., Keys. & Bias.

Anous stolidns. Gray, Cab., Lawr., Scl., Coues, Scl. & Salv., Saunders.

Anous niger, Steph., Eyt.

Gavia leucoceps, Sw.

Sterna pileata, Scop.

Anas rousseaui, Hartl.

Anous fuscatus et sjjadicea, Steph.

Length, 16 ; wing, 10 to 10.50 ; tail, 6 ; bill, 1.75 ; tarsus, 1.

Hab.—Eauges from the Gulf coast of North America to the shores of

Australia, throughout Polynesia, and occurs in fact in all tropical waters.

A straggler to the British seas (Saunders).

A solitary example was killed near Ireland Island by Captain Tolcher,

Fifth-sixth Regiment, on the 12th September, 1854.
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Family PROCELLARIID^.

Sub-family PEOOELLAEIIN^.

Genus Oceanites, Keys. & Bias.

179. Oceanites oceanicus*, Kuhl. Wilson's PetreL

Procellaria pelagica, Wils.

Procellaria oceanica, Kulil.

Procellaria tvilsoni, Bp.

Tlialassidroma ivilsoni, Bp., Nutt., Aud.

Thalassidroma oceanica (Kulil.), Scliinz.

Oceanites wilsoni (Bp.), Keys. & Bias.

Oceaiiites oceanica (Kulil.), Bp.

Oceanites oceanicus (Kuhl.), Salv.

Length, 7 j wing, 5.75 ; tail, 3 ; tarsus, 1.3 ; bill, .65.

Sal).—On both sides of the Atlantic Ocean, and in the Indian Ocean,

from the coasts of Korth America and those of the British Isles down

to Kerguelen Land and South Australia, and is by no means uncommon

on the ocean off the Azores. (Dresser.)

Colonel Wedderburn says : "I have often seen these birds flying about

near the North Eock, and once or twice inside the outer reefs in stormy

weather, but never succeeded in shooting any of them." One was shot

by Mr. Harford, Fifty-sixth Eegiment, some distance from the shore, on

the 30th June, 1853. Mr. Bartram's collection contains a specimen, con-

cerning which he writes as follows : " Wilson's Petrel is not such a rara

avis around the islands as you may be led to think through reading the

Naturalist in Bermuda. In May, June, and July there are numbers to

be found around the fishing boats a mile or two outside -the castle ; some

days there are ten or twelve flying round, other days none at all. The

one that I have was caught by Mr. John Swainson, on St. Catherine's

Flat; he was fishing and three or four were flying round the boat and

he kept washing in bait ; this one came so close that he grabbed it in

his hand. At another time it was blowing a strong gale from the north-

west, and I saw four so close up to the north shore that the boys threw

stones at them. I could have shot them, but if I had I could not have

got them." I am not aware that this species has ever been found breed-

ing in Bermuda. I searched in vain for nests, but should not be sur-

prised to hear of them being discovered there some day or other, as the

sandy cliffs and debris on the south shore are most suitable for them.

* In a letter dated 9th December, 1878, Mr. Bartram informs me that twelve of these

Petrels were seen flying ahout the inside of the Flats Harbor in the middle of October,

1878(S.G.E).
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Genus PuFFmus, Briss.

180. Fuffinus major, Fab. Greater Shearwater.

Fuffinua major, Fab.

Fuffinua cinereua, Bp.

Nectria cinerea, Keys. & Bias.

Cymotomua arcticus, Macgil.

Fuffinua arcticua, Macgil.

Ardenna major (Fab.), Reich.

FroceUaria major (Fab.), Schl.

Fuffinua obacurua, Hart.

Length, 19 j wing, 12.16; tail, 4.7; tarsus, 2.38; bill, 2.35.

Mob.—Throughout the whole of the Atlantic Ocean, from the coasts

of Greenland to the Cape of Good Hope and Tierra del Fuego (Dresser).

Two obtained by Mr. Hurdis, on the 2d June, 1851 ; one picked up,

unable to fly, in the road on the south side of Hamilton Harbor, and

anotiier caught alive in the water near the town of Hamilton. The

former measured 19.2 inches in length, with an expanse of wings of 44

inches ; the latter was an exact duplicate of it, according to Mr. Hurdis

;

there is no doubt that the birds belonged to this species, and not to the

following one.

181. Puffimis griseus, (Gm.) Finsch. Sooty Shearwater.

Nectria fuliginoaa, Solander.

FroceUaria (jrisea, Gm.
FrocAlaria J'idiginosa, Forst., Kuhl.

Fuffinua fuliginoaua, Strict.

Fuffinua cinereua, Gould.

Nectria fuliginosa. Keys. & Bias.

Fuffinua major, Temm.
FroceUaria triatia, Forst.

Fuffinua tristia (Forst.), Gray.

Nectria amaurosoma, Coues.

Fuffinua amaurosoma (Coues), Gray.

Fuffinua griaeus (Gm.), Fiusch.

Length, IG; wing, 11.85; tail, 3.7; tarsus, 2.22.

Hab.—In the Atlantic from the coast of Greenland to the extreme

south; in the Pacific from the coast of California down at least to Chili,

and off the coast of New Zealand. (Dresser.)

One specimen in Mr. Bartram's collection obtained by himself.

182. Puffinus anglorum, Temm. Manx Shearwater.

FroceUaria puffinus, Linn.

FroceUaria anglorum, Temm.
Fuffinua anglorum (Temm.), Boie.

Fuffinua arcticua, Faber.

FroceUaria yeUcouan, Acerbi.

Thalaaaidroma anglorum (Temm.), Sw.

Bull. J^at. Mus. ifo. 25 18
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Nectris puffinus (Linn. ), Keys. & Bias.

Nectris obscura, Keys. & Bias.

Cymotomus anglorum (Temm.), Macgil.

Puffinus obscurus, Bp.

Puffinus barolli (BoneUi), Bp.

Puffinus yellcouan (Acerbi), Bp.

Procellaria yelkuan (Acerbi), Schl.

Puffinus yelcuanus (Acerbi), Coues.

Nectris anglorum (Temm.), Rey.

Nectris baroli, Rey.

Length, about 13; wing, 9.3; tail, 3.2; tarsus, 1.9; bill, 1.6.

ffab.—^N^orth Atlantic Ocean, not ranging into the Baltic, but in the

Mediterranean as far as the Black Sea. On the American coast from

Labrador down to New Jersey. (Dresser.)

A specimen in Mr. Bartram's collection, captured while sitting on its

solitary egg in a rocky hole on a small island in Castle Harbor, in

April, 18G4. The egg was unfortunately broken. There is no record of

the bird's breeding on any other occasion, nor of any other specimens

being obtained ; but it is quite possible that it, as well as Wilson's Pe-

trel and other Procellaridce, may formerly have frequented the islands

in numbers, and that an occasional pair may revisit their old haunts.

Such birds would, from their habits, be but little noticed by any but

fishermen.

183. Puffinus obsctirusy Gm. Dusky Shearwater; "Cahow;" " Pem-

blyco."

Procellaria obscura, Gm.
Puffinus obscurus, Lath., Bp., Nutt., Aud.
" Puffinus Vherminieri, Less."

Length, about 12; wing, 7J to 8; tail, 4^; bill, 1^; tarsus. If.

Hab.—Tropical regions in Atlantic and Pacific Oceans.

Since Mr. Hurdis, in 1849, identified the "Cahow" or "Cowhow" of

the historians of Bermuda with this interesting species, very few ob-

servations have been made on the few pairs still frequenting the islands.

That the ijoor " Cahow " has almost ceased to breed there is a melan-

choly fact. Formerly it was plentiful, and even within the last fifteen

years, Mr. Bartram informs me, there were many nests in the isolated

rocks, both on the north and south shores. On the north side the bird

was formerly called " Pemblyco" or " Pimlico," probably from its call-

note, while on the southern shores the name "Cahow" or "Cowhow"
was applied to it. I found two nests in 1874, each containing a single

young bird, one of which I kept alive for about six weeks, intending to

send him to the Zoological Society's Gardens in London ; but before I
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got an opportunity of doing so the unfortunate bird died. He bad be-

come remarkably tame, following me about the house and garden, wad-

dling along awkwardly enough on his tarsi, and uttering a musical

" chirrup " the while. He used to sit under the table where I was writ-

ing, pecking away at my boots, and apparently extremely happy. I fed

him on fish, and gave him a salt-water tub occasionally, which he thor-

oughly enjoyed. He slept a great deal during the day, and usually got

behind an open door—the darkest place he could find—for his "siesta."

When I took him from the nest he was nearly able to fly, but still re-

tained the long nestling-down of the young bird, slate-colored on the

head and shoulders, light brown on the under parts ; the former soon

rubbed off, but the latter was more permanent, and was not got rid of

for some days. The nests were simple holes in the face of the rock—my
bird had barely room to turn round in his. There was no unpleasant

smell about the nests or young birds, the peculiar, and to me not dis-

agreeable, odor of the Shearwater tribe being alone distinguishable by

its presence. I saw nothing of the old birds, who were in all probability

far out at sea at the time. An egg of this species, kindly presented to

me by Mr. Bartram, is, of course, pure white ; it has a considerable polish,

and is about the size of a bantam's, but less elongated in form. Mr.

Bartram was good enough also to present me with two skins of the adult

bird. He tells me that the statement made by the old historians of Ber-

muda as to the capture of the "Cahow" at night is no exaggeration

;

for on visiting an island one night where there were several j)airs breed-

ing, he quickly caught half a dozen of them, the stujiid things settling

on his body as he lay on the ground, and allowing themselves to be

taken in his hand! I know of only one instance of a "Cahow" being

seen on the wing in the day-time in Bermudian waters : this was in

August, 1874, when one was shot crossing Castle Harbor, by Lieutenant

Hopegood, Ninety-seventh Regiment ; but I believe they are occasion-

ally observed by fishermen on the south side.

With reference to the local names "Cahow" or "Cowhow," and "Pem-

blyco" or " Pimlico," Mr. Bartram writes to me on the 19th July, 1878:

"About twelve months ago I came across an old book called ^ A Com-

plete System of Geography,' printed under the name of Herman Moll,

&c., September 21, 1747, and the greater part of it professedly taken

from a much older work called ' Britannick in America.' After describ-

ing Bermuda and its animal, insect, and vegetable productions, it gives

the following account of the birds that were found on the islands at that
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time (say betvveen 200 and 300 years ago) :
' There was a great variety

of fowl, both wild and tame, such as Hawks of all sorts, Storks, Herons,

Bitterns, Ospreys, Cormorants, Bald-Coots, Moor-Hens, Swans, Teal,

Snipes, Ducks, Widgeons, Sparrows, Woodpeckers, and a vast multitude

and variety of the smaller kinds, besides Owls, Bats, and other noctur-

nal birds. Here was likewise formerly a kind of water-fowl, peculiar

to those islands, which used to come to land and hatch its young in

holes and burrows of the rock like rabbits. They were in great plenty,

and were called Cow-koes. They were easilj^ caught, and good to eat,

the size of a Sea-mew. Our English made such havock among them

they are become scarce. Here is likewise found the Tropic Bird and

the " Pemlico." The last is seldom seen in the day-time, and, when it is^

it is looked upon as the unwelcome harbinger of a storm.'

" Now my belief is that the Cow-koes of old are lost and gone long

ago, and that the Cahow of the present day is neither more nor less than

the old and ancient Pemlico. For, in the first place, the Cahow of this

day is not nearly so big as a Sea-mew ; secondly, the Pemlico has never

been lost sight of by tlie Bermudians, the name having been handed

down from father to son from the earliest times to the present day ; and,^

thirdly, the habits of the old Pemlico and the Cahow of to-day corre-

spond to a T—that is, they are seldom seen flying in the day-time, only

at night."

Mr. Bartram goes on to say that on making inquiries of the people of

Tucker's Town, St. David's, and Bailey's Bay, they knew nothing of

the Cahow, but all could tell him of the Pemlico. From the above inter-

esting account and from the strong e^'ldence adduced by Mr. Bartram,

I am inclined (with all due deference to Mr. Hurdis) to share his opinion

as to the proper local name for P. ohscurus being Pemblyco or Pemlico,.

and further to believe that the Cow-koes or Cahows of old were of a

larger species, probably Manx Shearwaters (P. anglorum). This, after

all, is pure conjecture and of doubtful interest to any but Bermudians

themselves ; still I venture to mention the facts in the hope that some

more (conclusive historical evidence may be forthcoming.

Puffi,nus opisthomelas (Coues): Black-vented Shearwater. On the 1st

May, 1877, Mr. Bartram obtained a bird sitting on its eg^ on a rocky

islet in Castle Harbor, which, from its measurements and admixture of

black feathers with the white of the under tail-coverts, may be refera-

ble to the variety or species P. opisthomelas; though, as I know nothing

of this bird and am ignorant of its synonymy, I have not thonght it
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advisable to introduce it formally into my list. Moreover, to judge from

Dr. O. Finsch's remarks on P. ohscuriis in bis paper on tlie Birds of

Ninafou Island, in tbo Pacific (P. Z. S., 1877, Part IV, pp. 786, 787), it

would appear "that tbe black or white of the under tail-feathers forms

no specific character, and even less so the more or less extent of the

black along the rectal line."

Mr. Bartram informs mo "The Black-vented Shearwater is 15 inches

long; wing, 9; tail, 3^; bill, l^(not measuring along the curve) ; tarsus,

IJ; middle toe and claw, If; under parts white; upper parts black;

tail black ; sides of the check below the eyes black ; crissum white, but

a black bunch of feathers on each side, lapping over and meeting across

the vent; in other respects it is made like the Cahow, only larger; it

does not exactly answer to Coues' description, but the black below the

eyes is the distinguishing mark, and being a female may account for the

difierence. The e^g is white and measures 2f by 1^ inches."

To judge from the size of the bird and its egg, I should myself be in-

clined to consider this specimen a Manx Shearwater (P. anglorum),

which has been already shown to breed in Bermuda by Mr. Bartram,

but I have no means of deciding the question, and am compelled to

leave it in its present unsatisfactory state.

Order PYGOPODES.

Family PODICIPID^.

Genus Podiceps, Lath.

184. Podiceps cornutus. Lath. Horned Grebe.

Colymhits auritus, Liuu.

Cohjmhus duplicatuH, Miill.

Colymbus cornutus, Gm., Naiim.

Podiceps cornutus, Latb., Teuim., Boie, Steph., Keys. &, Bias., Gray, ScM.,

Bp., Sw. & Reich., Nutt., Aud., Lawr., Coues, Finsch, Snow, and of authors

generally.

Dytes cornutus, Kaup.

Colymbus ohscurus, Gm.
Podiceps obseurus, Lath., Leach.

Colymbus caspicus, S. G. Gm., Gm.
Podiceps caspicus, Lath.

Colymbus nif/ricans, Scop.

Podiceps arcticus, Boie.

Podiceps sclavus, Bp.

Length, 14; wing, 5.75; tarsus, 1.75; bill, .90.

Rab.—North America; Europe; Asia. (Coues.)

One shot bj'^ Dr. Cole, on the 24th of November, 1846, is now in th&
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Eev. H. B. Tristram's collection. One was killed by Captain Tolcher,

rifty-sixth Eegiment, near Spanish Point, on the 1st February, 1855;

it was in company with three or four others. Mr. Bartram has two

specimens of different dates.

Genus Podilymbus, Less.

185. Podilymbus podice;ps, (Linn.) Lawr. Pied-billed Grebe; Water-
witch; Dabchick.

Colymlus podieeps, Linn., Gm.
Podilymbus podiceps, Lawr., Coop. & Suck., Coues, and of most late U. S.

writers.

Sylbeoeyclus podiceps, Bp.

Colymbus ludovicianus, Gm.
Podiceps ludovicianus, Lath.

Podiceps carolinensis. Lath., Bp., Sw. & Reich., Nutt., And., Gir., Max., and
of writers generally.

Sylbeoeyclus carolinensis, Bp.

Podilymbus lineatus, Heerm.

Length, about 13; wing, 5; tarsus, 1.50; bill, .75.

Hab.—North, Central, and part of South America; West Indies

(Coues).

Three are recorded in "The Naturalist in Bermuda"—two obtained

in October, 1849, and one by Major Wedderburn, in February, 1850.

Mr. Hurdis once found a perfect skeleton of this bird by the side of a

pond. Tolerably abundant in the winter of 1874-'75, especially at Trott's

and Basden's Ponds. The way in which these birds can sink under

water, without leaving a ripple behind, is truly marrellous, and entitles

them fully to the name " Water Witch." They are very shy, but I once

surprised one asleep on a flat stone, as much to my astonishment as to

the bird's. All the specimens I saw were in immature plumage, want-

ing the black bar on the bill and the black throat-patch.

Family ALCID^.

Genus Mergulus, Eay.

186". Mergulus alle, (Linn.) Yieil. Little Auk; Sea-Dove; Dovekie.

Alca alle, Linn.

Mergulus alle,Y\eil., And.

Uria alle, Temm., Bp., Aud.

ileryulus melanoleucus, Ray.

Alca Candida, Bninn.

Alca alee, Gm.

Length, 7^; wing, 4J; tail, 1^.

Eab.—Circumpolar portion of both the Western Palaerctic and East-

ern Nearctic llegions, being driven southward to continental Europe
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and the coasts of the United States onlyby stress of weather; stragglers

in some numbers as far south as the Canaries (Dresser).

Mr. Hurdis says : "One of these birds was cai^tured alive on the 28th

January, 1850, by a servant of the Rev. J. U. Campbell, at Ireland Island.

It was in company with four or five others on a piece of grass-land near

that gentleman's house. Unfortunately this specimen was destroyed by

a pig before I had an opportunity of seeing it. My information was

obtained fromMr. Campbell himself, who had this bird in his possession.'^




