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The Origin of the War Dance
Ollie Anderson
(Edited and translated by Ives Goddard.)

Ollie Beaver Anderson; Dewey, Oklahoma; told and recorded on tape July 9, 1966.
Notebook 1966-T:87-113; recording Del2 Cut2 OA 17:11-22:18.
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5°k=hunt nike 15‘mowe dnta-mahta-kénke,

né-ki awe'nhaké-yok~ hint=ankw &nta-nki-ska-ohtihti-t~ toté ... tota cuwé-yunk,—
dnta- kokhi¢i'i” mata &- -kaski- awén tota -pa-t,~ ahsoni-ke-.\

5’k =hant nike 15-mowe IC+onta matahké+nke

and HRSY that.INsg.ABS long.ago  xx+{smt}/PV  fight+X/ccC

néki awenahkéw-+ak =hunt =-ankw IC+onta nakiskawati+hotit
those.ANpl  Indian+ANpl HRSY usually xx+{smt}/PV meet.each.other+3p/cC

tota tota cuwéyunk  IC+(on)ta(l1) Rd+koh¢iwi
whatever whatever on.hilltop xx+{smwh}/PV REP+really

mata a-  kaski awent( totad patt
NEG POT be.able/PV someone+ANsg whatever come.{smwh}+3s/PPL(OBL)

asonthke+w

abound.in.rocks+0s/IND

And back then long ago when there was fighting, those Indians of other tribes, when they
would meet each other some ... up on top of some hill, a really awful place that not anyone
could get to, it was nothing but rocks.

na=hunt=ankw ta'mse nok-i-ska-ohti-né-yo né-k~ ldanowak.\

nd hint ankw ta'mse waotnakiskawati+onéwa né'k slonow-+ak
then HRSY usually sometimes 3+meet.each.other+3p/SBD those.ANpl man+ANpl
And then sometimes those men would meet each other.

na=hunt=ankw nd kwati masa-ke-~ ahsdnink.\
nd =hunt =ankw na kwdt'i moSahket+w asontank
then HRSY wusually that.ANsg one squat+3s/IND  rock+LOC
And one of them would squat down on a rock.
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na=hunt=-ankw tdlomi- na -a's*‘6-wi'n,— na yo-k ni-§-a tdlomi-kentka-né-yo.~
na =hunt =-ankw wottalomi na asowitaon
then HRSY wusually 3+start/Pv  that.ANsg sing+3s/SBD

nd yok ni‘S'a  wottalomi  kontoka+onéwa
then these.ANpl two 3+start/Pv  dance+3p/SBD
And then he begins to sing, and these other two begin to dance.

wali=hunt=ankw mhukw allap-éhale-,~ yi hé- yo-ki~ ika alahd-ok.\
wdli =hunt -ankw mohkw+0 Ra+olopehlatw
really HRSY wusually blood+INsg REP+flow+0s/IND

yahé  yoki ika  alahw+awak

because these,ANpl there hit.by.tool. {smwh}+X-3p/IND

They say the blood would just be running down, because they had been wounded.
wali=htiint=ankw (OA): [walUn'dangw]

yo-k sd-Calak tadli-popayaxkho-né-yo.\

yo'k so-Cal+ak wot+all Ra+payaxkahw+anéwa
these.ANpl  soldier+ANpl 3+{so}/PV  REP+shoot.with.gun+3p—-37/SBD
The soldiers are the ones that shot them.

Sukw aké- wa kaski lond'p-e,” wa awenhéke, ako- kaski-po-ni-té-u~ kéku,~
anta-kaski-13s-i-t.\

sukw akd:  wa kaski lonapew+0 wa awenahkew+0
but  NEG this.ANsg be.able/PV Delaware+ANsg  this.ANsg  Indian+ANsg

ako: kaski pontht+ow1 kéku IC+(on)ta kaski olost+t
NEG be.able/Pv give.up+3s—(0),/IND/NEG smthg xx+{smt}/PV be.able/PV do.{so}+3s/cC

But the Delaware, this tribe, couldn’t, they (lit., he) couldn’t leave anything alone when they
could do it.

na-no wanci-luwihola-né-yo ‘pucalak’,\ ‘sa-k'i'ma’.\

na ni wancl slowihl+anewa pucal+ak sakimaw+0
PRES that.INsg from.{smthg}/PV name.{so}+X-3p/SBD chief’s.ass’t+ANsg chief+ANsg
That’s why they are called “leaders” or “chief”.

na-no wanci-luwihola-né-yo: repeats a f.s. that was the same with hesitations;

pucal ‘leader’ (OA); otherwise this means ‘chief’s attendant’ (< Eng. butcher, presumably
from his role as the chief’s cook, which is known to have been his task on war parties.)
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yu hé- yo-ki~ ko kaski- a'~ -nahkiholé-e~ dnta-wi'S-a-s'i't.\

ya hé  yoki ko:  kaski 4 nakihla+wi IC+onta WISasT+t
because these.ANpl NEG be.able/PV POT stop+3s/IND/NEG xx+{smt}/PV be.scared+3s/CC
Because one of them could not stop even when scared.

‘one of them’ (?): plural demonstrative and singular verb.

ta-oni -~ wi'§‘a's'u,~ kahta-mahta-ke-.\

ta-oni 4 wisasttw kata matahké+w
although POT be.scared+3s/IND want.to/PV  fight+3s/IND
Even though he would be scared, he wanted to fight.

na=hunt ndni dnta-naxktthomunt,” wwi-¢-omuk-woné-yo=hunt=ankw.\
nd hint ndni IC+onta naxkohamaw-+ont
PRES HRSY that.INsg xx+{smt}/PV sing.dance.song.for+X-3/cC

wotwiCom+okwonéwa  =hant =ankw

3+help+0-3p/IND HRSY  usually

Songs were sung for them to dance to, then, and it would help them.
wwi-¢-omuk-woné-yo (and preceding wwi-¢-om..., f.s.): /ww-/ not clear.

td-oni maya‘i a-la-pamdske- awén,~ illi kdhta-kantka-t.\
ta-oni mayawi ala pomoskatw awen+0
although properly be.unable/Pv walk+3s/IND someone+ANsg

illi  kata kontoka+tt

even want.to/PvV  dance+3s/PC

Even when a person couldn’t really walk, he still wanted to dance.
syntax of apparent plain conjunct? (participle with IC absent?)

na-no wanci-x-on/ yikwe mé-¢i anta- yo-li -hat-e’k~ yo-1 dnta-ma-whink,

dnta-luwéntank > wé Sowanakw.~ ‘war dance’.~

nd ni woncixon+w yukwe mé-¢i  IC+onta yo-li ahte+k
PRES that.INsg start.from. {smthg}+0/SBD now already xx+{smt}/PV these.INpl be+0/CC

yorl IC+onta mawahi+nk
these.INpl xx+{smt}/PV have.dance+X/CC

IC+onta olowént+ank wa Sowanakw+0 war dance
xx+{smt}/PV name.{so}+3s-0,,/CC this.ANsg Whiteman+ANsg war dance

That’s the beginning of what are now these dances, what the Whiteman calls the War Dance.
before luwéntank: [luwe-...] (f.s.)
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/u kac-1 ki'lo'nokw lona-p-é-yok~ ktolowentamane n ‘dnta-i-1a-wkank’.~
/m kaci ki'lo'nokw olonapew+ak kot+olowent+amonén

/g but  we.COLL.EMPH Delaware+ANpl 2+name.{so}+12-0,,/IND

/m IC+anta 1lawoka+nk
/g xx+{smt}/PV  do.war.dance+X/CC
/e But we Delawares call it the “Warrior Dance” (lit., ‘when the warrior dance is done”).

/n ki‘l6-nokw: [ki‘lo'no'n]

15)

/u na=hunt-ankw mani-t6-wak~ a-s-uwwa-k-an~ dnta- ké-nu -alomska-t yti wénci~
dnta-mai-mahta-kenk,~ 5-k dnta- lapi -pa-t.~

/m na =hunt =ankw maniht+owak asowawakan+0 IC+onta ké'nu alomoska+t

/g then HRSY usually make+3p—(0),/IND song+INsg xx+{smt}/PV HESN depart+3s/CC

/m yu woncl IC+onta mawl matahk&+nk

/g this.INsg from. {smthg} xx+{smt}/PV go.to/PV fight+X/ccC

/m 5k IC+onta lapi patt
/g and xx+{smt}/PV again come+3s/CC
/e They always make a song when he leaves from here when they go to war, and when he

comes back again.

16)
u a's'uwwa-k-an=hunt=ankw hat-e-,\» ne-ka‘t-amihti‘t> né-k a's-o-wi-¢-i-k,\
dnta-naxkthomunt né-k i-la-wka-¢-1-k.\
/m asowowakan+( =hint =-ankw ahté+w
/g song+INsg HRSY usually be+0s/IND
/m IC+nahkat+amohaotit né-k (IC+)asowi+cik
/g xx+tuse+3p-0,,/PPL(INsg)  those.ANpl  xx+sing+3/PPL(ANpI)
/m IC+onta naxkohamaw+ont né-k (IC+)1lawaka+cik
/g xx+{smt}/PV  sing.dance.song.for+X-3/CC those.ANpl do.war.dance+3/PPL(ANDI)
/e There is always a song, which the singers sing, when those war-dancers are sung for.
17)
/u yukwe xdnne: mé-¢i yo-ki awénik~ kokhi¢i-i=hankw kdkhit owslahktiwak~
dnta- kahta-mai-kontkahti-t.\
/m yukwe xédnne: mé¢i  yoki aweén+ik Rd+koh¢iwi =hankw  kakhit
/g now however already these.ANpl someone+ANpl REP+really usually very
/m wawolakwitwak  IC+onta kata mawi kontoka+hotit
/g dress.up+3p/IND xx+{smt}/PV  want.to/PV  go.to/PV  dance+3p/CC

/e But now these people really dress up fancy when they want to go to dance,



18)

/u yu hé- yo-ki k- o-wa‘to-woné-yo.~ nd wanci'x-ink~ dnta-luwé-nsink~ ‘i-ld-wkan’ .\
/m yu hé: yo-ki k6: wotwowahttowonewa

/g because these.ANpl NEG 3+know+3p—0/IND/NEG

/m ni woancixan+k
/g that.INsg (IC+)start.from. {smthg}+0/PPL(INsg)

/m IC+onta sloweénst+nk 1lawokan
/g xx+{smt}/PV  be.named.{so}+0/cC do.war.dance+X/IND
/e Because they don’t know the origin of what is called the “ Warrior Dance.”

/n dnta-luwénsink: |-nk| 0; cf. dnta-luwé-nsi-k (66-4:30).

19)

/u ne-k-omé-a~ yukwe yo-k awé ni‘k~ kaski-=hankw wehe'yhukd-i -owolahktiwak.
/m nekomawa yukwe yoék awen+ik

/g 3p.EMPH now these.ANpl someone+ANpl

/m kaski =hankw wehe-yhukd-i wawolakwitwak

/g be.able/Pv usually extremely dress.up+3p/IND

/e These people now can really dress up. [OA: “can sure dress up like anything”]
20)

/u kadn¢ owolahkwihti‘t-e,~ kaski-mai-kontké-yok.\

/m kdn¢  wawolakwithotite kaski mawl  kontokatwak

/g only.if dress.up+3p/SBJ  be.able/Pv go.to/PV dance+3p/IND

/e They have to dress up before they can go out there and dance.

21)

/u kac-1 =hunt nike 15°-mowe~ akd- awé'n ahi- kéku ika -haté-u.~

/m kaci =hunt nike 15'mowe  aké awen+0

/g but HRSY that.INsg.ABS long.ago NEG someone+ANsg

/m ahwi  kéku ika aht+owl

/g very/PV smthg there have+3s—(0),/IND/NEG

/e But a long time ago nobody wore very much.

/n [ hun'nike]; ['kekuka]; idiom (cf. kéku ’ka ntd-tu ‘I’'m wearing something’)
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pahkanci totd Sihkané- ké-ski- awé'n kéku ika -hata-kw.
pakan¢i totd Sihkan¢
entirely whatever entirely

IC+kaski awen+0 kéku  ika aht+akw
xx+be.able/PV someone+ANsg smthg there have+3s—0/PPL(INsg)

A person (puts on) just as much as he can put on. [or: “The very best that ...” (both OA)]
kéku ika: ['kekuka]

wei't-ot=¢t=ankw.~ dnta-kwi‘la-le:lontamihti-t,\

wwanci- nd -lonomané-yo~ né'k ... awe-nhaké-yok~ 5k ... ika péci yo-k lona-p-é-yok.\
weltot =€t =hankw IC+onta kwila olélont+amohotit

L.guess DUB usually xx+{smt}/PV at.a.loss/PV think.{so}+3p(-O),,/cC

(Wot)wancl nd slont+omonéwa né'k awenahkéw+ak
3+from. {smthg}/PVv that+INsg do.{so}+3p—0,,/SBD those.ANpl Indian+ANpl

5k ika  péci yo'k olonapew+ak

and there as.far.as.{smthg} these.ANpl Delaware+ANpl

I guess, because they don’t know what to do is why they do that, those (other) tribes and
also even including these Delawares.

wwanci: [w-]

na=na §¢* wanci'x-on nd anta-i‘la-wkank.\
na ni $é woncixon+w
PRES thatINsg EMPH start.from.{smthg}+0/SBD

ni IC+onta 1lawokatnk
that.INsg ~ xx+{smt}/Pv  do.war.dance+X/CC
That’s the beginning of the war dance.
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xahé-li yakwe awén ko illi o-wa-to-won~ nd ... kéku totd wonci-x-ink,~

wanci-kaski- nd luwénsi-k~ ‘i'ld-wkan’.N

xahé'li yukwe awén+0 [k6°] illi  wotwowaht+owan ni kéku
many now someonetANsg NEG even 3+know+3s—0s,/IND/NEG that.INsg smthg

tota (IC+)wancixan+k (IC+)wanct kaski
whatever xx+start.from.{smthg}+0/PPL(OBL) xx+tfrom.{smthg}/PV  be.able/PV

ni slowensi+k 1lawokan

that.INsg be.named.{so}+0/PPL(OBL) do.war.dance+X/IND

Now many people don’t even know the origin of why it could be called “Warrior Dance.”
ké: ['ko-owart...] (fis.)

ako' pa-pi-i-yok;~ khite-ldntamo-k=hunt=-ankw,\ yakwe nike 15-mowe.\

aké: papitwiwak kohtelont+amok =hunt =hankw yikwe nike 15-mowe
NEG play+3p/IND/NEG be.earnest+3p(-O),,/IND HRSY usually now that.INsg.ABSlong.ago
They didn’t play; they were serious then long ago.

yukwe: [kwa]; =hunt=ankw~: pitch terraces down but stays up

Sukw na-na pwéci- Sihkanc -késki- kéku -pona-elontamoné-yo,~

yukwe mé-¢i pe't-a-wsiyankw,~ toli-=¢ -kaski-na-ohto'né-yo n3 dnta-i-ld-wkank.\
sukwna ni wotpeci Sihkan¢ kaski kéku

but PRES that.Nsg 3-+hither/Pv entirely be.able/PV smthg

ponawélont+tamonéwa yukwe mé-¢i (IC+)petawasi+yankw
study+3p—-0,,/SBD now already xx+live.until. {smt}+12/cc

wot+all =¢ kaski nawat+onéwa ni IC+onta 1lawokatnk
3+{so}/Pv FUT be.able/PV follow+3p—0,/SBD that.INsg xx+{smt}/PV do.war.dance+X/cC
But that’s the only way they were able to study anything, down to the present time, for them
to be able to follow that War Dance. (?)

nd 4nta: ['nonda]
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na 5k illi mé-¢i péci yo-k Sowdanahko-k,~ 5-k né-ki~ wici-=hankw -kontké-yok,\

5k nékir ... pirlae-¢-a¢-ak e'lowihalont ‘Boy Scouts’.\

nda Sk il mé-¢i  péci yo'k Sowanakw+ak
then and even already as.far.as.{smthg} these.ANpl =~ Whiteman+ANpl

5k néki wici -hankw  kontkat+wak
and those.ANpl join.in/PvV usually dance+3p/IND

5k  néki pilawécactak IC+olowihl+ont Boy Scouts
and those.ANpl boy+ANpl xx+name.{so}+X-3/PPL  Boy Scouts

And also now even these white people, they dance with them too, and also those boys that

are called ‘Boy Scouts’.
[IC—ont| X—3/PPL: plural head not marked

nal né-ki mé-¢i ... wé'mi kéku wwe-kwonamoné-yo.~ yo-ni anta- kéku -nhaka-t-amenk.\

nal néki méc¢i wémi kéku  wotwehkwon+omonéwa
PRES those.ANpl already all smthg take+3p-0,,/SBD

yo-ni IC+onta kéku nahkat+amenk
this.INsg ~ xx+{smt}/Pv smthg use+1p—0,,/PPL

They are the ones now that are taking everything of our use of things.

nal: [nal]; ww-: seems audible

pahkanc¢i mé-¢i nkot-oma-ksihona.

pakanci mé-Ci notkotomakosi+hmona
entirely already I+be.poor+1p/IND
Now we’re as pitiful as we can be.

ako' awén ahpi‘i yu we-d-takw~ yikwe nd wontdhkwi li.\
ako® aweén apIwi yu IC+wowaht+akw
NEG someonet+ANsg be+3s/IND/NEG this.INsg xx+know+3,/PPL

yukwe ni wontahkwi  ol1

now that.INsg  direction {so}

There is nobody here that knows this in that way.
...kwi li.x: pitch terraces down but stays up

[= ‘our culture’?]
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kona=ét ni- Sitkw x6-ha no-wa-ton,~ é-li nikahke nuhominka»

nowihinki-=hankw kéku -luk-o-k.\

kdna =ét ni- Sukw (na)xoha no+wowaht+on é1li nikahke

maybe DUB 1s.EMPH only alone l+know+1s—0s,/IND as  that.PL,OBV.ABS

na+ohom+onka na+Rih+winki =hankw kéku ol+akok
I+grandmother+PL,0BV.ABS 1+HAB+like.to/PV usually smthg say.{so}.to+3p—1s/IND
Maybe I’m the only one that knows, because my departed grandmother and great aunt would
always like to talk to me.

kona-=ét: stress shift so?

5-k=hankw no-la-mhitad-ok~ dnta- kéku -lihti-t.\

5k =hankw notwolamohtaw+awak IC+(en)ta kéku  ol+ihotit

and wusually l+believe+1s—3p/IND  xx+{smt}/PV smthg say.{so}.to+3p—1s/CC
And I always believed them when they talked to me.

na=yukwe-no wanci-x-on/ anta- kdku -a-yahkono-t-oma-,~
na yukwe ni woncixan+w
PRES now that.INsg  start.from. {smthg}+0/SBD

IC+onta kdku Ra+akondt+oma(n)
xx+{smt}/PV smthg CONT-+talk.about+1s—0,,/CC
That’s the reason why I talk about things.

yukwe §¢* mé-¢i.n

yukwe 8¢ mei
now EMPH already
Now this is the last.

na-na Sihkangé.\

na ni Sihkan¢
PRES that.INsg entirely
That’s all.



