
492 PROCEEDINGS OF THE NATIONAL MUSEUM vol. loa

The head of " Tapirus doivi" figured by Alston (Mammalia, pi. 9,

in Godman and Salvin, Biologia Centrali-Americana: Zoology, 1882)

has the high, maned crest distinctive of T. terrestris, to which species it

is now assigned.

Baird's tapir, the least known and the last living species of the genus
to be given a Linnaean name, was the first recorded in Em-opean
literature. A recognizable, though exaggerated, description was
given by Peter Martyr D'Angher, the first chronicler of the discovery

and conquest of America, in book 9 of the second (of eight) Ocean
Decade of his "De Orbe Novo," published in 1516. Martyr's concept

of the tapir, acquired from descriptions brought to him by the first

explorers of the Isthmus of Panamd, is of an animal which "Nature
created in prodigious form. It is as large as a bull, and has a trunk
like an elephant; and yet it is not an elephant. Its hide is like a buU's

and yet it is not a bull. Its hoof resembles that of a horse, but it is

not a horse. It has ears like an elephant's though smaller and drooping,

yet they are larger than those of any other animal." Prior to official

date of publication, the manuscripts of the "Oceanic Decades" were
made available to students and correspondents as they were being

written, from 1494 onward. This led to a pirated published edition

in 1504 and another in 1507, both Italian. The second record of a

tapir refers to another Panamanian T. bairdii and dates from the

"Summario" of Gonzalo Fernandez de Oviedo y Valdes, published in

1526 (or 1525) at Madrid. The accurate description of this tapir is

repeated, accompanied by a first-rate woodcut, in Oviedo's "Historia

General y Natural de las Indias" (book 12, chap. 11, pi. 1, fig. 11),

published in 1535 at Seville, Spain. Oviedo extolled the gastronomic

virtues of tapir meat and slow-boiled tapir feet, and told of how the

animal is hunted with dogs. During the remainder of the 16th

century practically all travelers, missionaries, and students interested

in New World natural history described or referred to Baird's tapir.

Francisco Herndndez (Rerum Medicarum Novae Hispaniae The-
saurus, seu Plantarum, Animalium . . ., tract. I, cap. 8, p. 3, 1651)

described the Tlacaxolotl, which, in spite of the long tail attributed

to it, is unmistakably a tapir. The animal was said to occur in

Atzcdn [Veracruz], Tepotzotldn [Mexico] and Tlaquilapdn [Hidalgo

or Veracruz]. The Herndndez account of the TlacaxoloU is iden-

tical to that of Fray Bernardino de Sahagdn in his "Historia

General de las Cosas de Nueva Espana." This work was written

diu-ing the latter half of the 16th century. The manuscript, ex-

amined and cited by 16th and early 17th century students of

Mexican history, was not published until 1831. Publication dates

are of no importance in comparing the works of Hernandez and
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Sahag6n because they were written contemporaneously. It cannot
be determined now which author, or editor, copied from the other.

The first Linnaean reference to Baird's tapir is by Zimmermann in

1780 (supra cit.), who considered it the same as the Brazilian species.

Zimmermann's Panamd record for the tapir is based either on Oviedo
or other pre-Linnaean authors who quoted^Oviedo. His Yucatdn
record is almost certainly derived from the account of the tapir in

"Dampier's Voyages," volume 2, part 2 entitled "Two Voyages to

Figure 61.—Distribution map of American tapirs. Range of Tapirus terrestris terrestris is

outlined includes those of other possibly recognizable subspecies. Type localities : (1) Per-

nambuco, Brazil, Tapirus terrestris terrestris Linnaeus; (2) Surinam, [T. terrestris] tapir

Erxleben; (3) Macas, Ecuador, [T. terrestris] aenigmaticus Gray; (4) Rio Pescado,

Salta, Argentina, [T. terrestris] spegazzinii.
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Campeachy; with a description of the Coasts, Product, Inhabitants,

Logwood-Cutting, Trade, Etc. of Yucatan, Campeachy, New Spain,

Etc.," page 102, which was first published in 1698.

The common name "danta" for the tapir is a corruption of the

Spanish word for elk, "alee" or "anta." Early Spaniards in America
gave peninsular names to all animals that resembled, whether in fact

or fancy, those they had known in the Old World. The now univer-

sally accepted term "tapir" is from the same word in the Brazilian

Tupi language.

Explanation of map, figure 62

#= Tapirus bairdii Gill

Locality records of authentically identified specimens from South America, Panama, and

Costa Rica. Range of species extends northward into Mexico.

Costa Rica

1. Pacuare, Limon.

2. Talamanca, Limon.

3. Carillo (=Carrillo), San Jose.

Panama
4. Volcan de Chiriqui, Chiriquu

5. Canal Zone (type locality).

6. Mt. Pirri and Cana, Panama.

Colombia

7. Unguia, Choco (sight record, by author),

8. Upper Rio Sinu, Cordoba.

Ecuador
9. North of Guayaquil (exact locality unknown)-

(^=^ Tapirus terrestris colombianus, new subspecies.

Colombia

\. Dibulla, Magdalena.

2. Cacagualito, Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, Magdalena.

3. El Salado, Sierra Nevada de Santa Marta, Magdalena (type locality).

4. El Orinoco, Rio Cesar, and Rio Guaimaral, Magdalena.

5. Socorre, upper Rio Sinu, Cordoba.

6. Murindo, Choco. Recorded by Roulin as T. terrestris but identification

questionable.

^= Tapirus pinchaque Roulin.

Colombia

1. Santander (Department), Cordillera Oriental, at Venezuelan boundary.

2. Las Juntas, upper Rio Combeima, southern foot of Mt. Tclima, Cordillera

Central, Caldas.

3. Paramo de Sumapaz, Cordillera Oriental, Cundinamarca (type locality).

4. Volcan de Purace, Cordillera Central, Cauca.

5. Rio Majuas, upper Rio Magdalena, Cordillera Central, Huila.

Ecuador
6. Borja, about 60 kilometers east of Quito, Cordillera Oriental Napo-Pastaza.

7. Papallacta, Cordillera Oriental, Pichincha.

8. Cordillera de los Llanganates, Cordillera Oriental, Tungurahua.

9. Paramo de Azuay, Cordillera Oriental, Azuay.
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Specimens examined.—Sixty. Colombia: Unguia, Urabd, Choc6,
1 (CNHM). PanamX: No precise locality, probably Canal Zone,

5, including type of hairdii (USNM); Tiger HiU, C. Z., 1 (USNM);
Madden Dam, C. Z., 1 (USNM); Eio Chagres, C. Z., 1 (USNM);
Panama Railroad, C. Z., 1 (USNM); Gatiin, C. Z., 1 (USNM); Mt.
Hope, C. Z., 1 (USNM); Mt. Firri, Panamd, 1 (USNM); CanA,
Panamd, 2 (USNM) . Costa Rica: Talamanca, 4 (USNM) ; Pacuare,

3 (USNM); San Jos6, 1 (USNM); "Dota Mountains," 1 (USNM);
no precise locality, 6 (USNM). Nicaragua: Ebenezar, Rio Prinza-

FiGURE 62.—Map of locality records for tapirs in Colombia and adjacent countries; type

localities circled. See opposite page for key.
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polka, 1 (USNM). Honduras: No precise locality, 2 (USNM).
El Salvador: No precise locality, 4 (USNM). Guatemala: Los

Amates, Yzabal, 2 (CNHM); no precise locality, 8 (USNM).
British Honduras: Belize, 1 (CNHM); Middlesex, 2 (CNHM).
Mexico: Achotal, Vera Cruz, 2 (CNHM); Istmo de Tehuantepec,

1 (USNM) ; Chiapas, 1 (USNM) ; Buena Vista, 1 (USNM). Central
America: No precise localities, 5 (USNM).
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