
DESCRIPIIONS OF THREE NEW BIRDS FROM THE
SOUTHERN UNITED STATES.

By Edgar A. Mearns,

Major and Surgeon, United States Army.

Two birds which I collected in Florida during the winter and spring

of 1901 prove to be new to science. These are here described, together

with a new nuthatch from Arizona.

COTURNICULUS SAVANNARUM FLORIDANUS, new subspecies.

FLORIDA GRASSHOPPER SPARROW.

Type.—^o. 176981, U.S.N.M. collection. Adult male, taken April

23, 1901, on the Kissimmee Prairie, 7 miles east of Alligator Bluff,

Osceola County, Florida, by Edgar A. Mearns. Original number,

12531.

Charactefi's.—Similar to Cohirniculus savannarum jjosserimis (Wil-

son), but smaller, with larger bill, longer tarsus, and much darker

coloration above, paler below; chestnut of upper surfaces much
reduced in amount, and replaced by black; lateral dark areas of crown

almost solid black; spotting of nape and scapulars almost black; inter-

scapular region much blacker than in Cotumicidus mvannarmii pas-

serinus.

MecmiremetiU ofUjjye {adult male).—Length, 132 mm. ; alar expanse,

210; wing, 63; tail, 49; chord of culmen, 12; tarsus, 21; middle toe

with claw, 18. See table for comparative measurements (p. 917).

Oeogvapidc range.—"Yho, Florida grasshopper sparrow breeds com-

monly on the prairies of the Kissimmee Valle}^, Florida, from Kissim-

mee City south to Alligator Bluff, and east to the headwaters of the

St. Johns River, north of Lake Okeechobee. I found it especially

numerous on the Kissimmee Prairie, where young of the year were on

wing as early as April 21, 1901. Mr. W. E. D. Scott seems to have

found this form in the Caloosahatchie region of Florida,^ and perhaps

iThe Auk, IX, July, 1894, p. 23.
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at other places/ Grasshopper sparrows were also found by Mr.

Mortimer about Sanford, Orange County, Florida, in March, 1889,^

which may have been the breeding form, as I found them mated early

in March. Mr. Chapman found only northern migrants between

November 27 and May 27, at Gainesville, Florida.^

Comparisons.— Coturniculus savannarum savannarwn (Gmelin), the

resident form of Jamaica and Porto Rico, is much paler above, and

much more ochraceous below. The bill of the Jamaican bird is per-

ceptibly larger. The characters given above readily separatej^(>ri6^6m'MS

from the forms passerInus and hiniaculatus {=peri)allidus). Cotur-

niculus obscurus (Nelson), while an intensely colored form, as dark

above as the present one, differs in being smaller, and in having the

underparts strongly buffy and sharply streaked on the breast, the

wings and tail being much shorter, and the edge of the wing more

intensely j'ellow. I refer only to the males of Coturniculus obscurus.,

two species being confounded, apparently, in the original description.

RemarlxS.—\ am indebted to Mr. Gerrit S. Miller, jr., for kindly

comparing the type of Ammodramus australis Maynard,* in his pos-

session, with passerinus and florldanus. The type of australis., whish

came fi»om Nassau, island of New Providence, Bahama group, proves

to have been a typical migrant of Coturnicidus savannarum passeri-

nus., which migrates to the Bahamas, Cuba, and all parts of Florida

in winter.

iThe Auk, VI, Oct., 1889, pp. 321-322.

2 Idem, VII, Oct., 1890, p. 342.

3 Idem, V, July, 1888, p. 274; Oct., 1888, p. 398.

^American Exchange and Mart and Household Journal, III, Feb. 5, 1887, p. 69.

See also: Ornithologist and Oologist, XIV, Apr., 1889, p. 60.
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PROGNE SUBIS FLORIDANA, new subspecies.

FLORIDA PURPLE MARTIN.

Type.—^o. 176800, U.S.N.M. collection. Adult female, collected

April 1, 1901, at Lake Kissimmee, southern Florida, by Edgar A.

Mearns. Original number, 12399.

Chmxictert<.—Smaller than Progne subis subis or P. cryptolettca

;

females averaging much darker in color; upper surfaces (forehead

usually included) entirely dark steel blue shaded with violet; under

surfaces mouse g"ray anteriorly, shading to smoke gray on abdomen,

whitish in immature females. The coloring of the under parts is fre-

quently so dark as to obscure the dark shaft streaks; and the sides, in

old females, are glossed with blue-black.

Measurements of type {adult female).—Length, 208 mm.; alar

expanse, 410; wing, 146; tail, 82; chord of culmen, 12; tarsus, 16;

middletoe with claw, 22.2. See table (pp. 920-922) for comparative

measurements.

Geograjyhic range.—Southern Florida; known onlj^ from the St.

Johns and Kissimmee valleys.

RemaT\"s and com])arisons.—Females of the resident Florida bird

are from 5 to 10 mm. less in the wing measurement than those from

the northeastern United States. The darkest females of floridana

are without any white below and lack hoary edgings to the frontal

feathers, in which respects they differ from those from other portions

of the United States. The younger females from Florida can be

matched in color by specimens from the District of Columbia, which,

however, are larger; all females of Progne suhis floridana being

smaller than the average of Progne suhis suhis from the District of

Columbia. Both sexes oi floridana are much smaller than the typical

suhis from the northern interior region (Hudson Bay and the Upper
Mississippi Valley). In the subjoined table of measurements it is

probable that the largest males given under flm'idima are really

migrants of suhis. Mr. Ridgway supposes the extreme phase oiflon'i-

dana to be mainly confined to the southern extremity of Florida, south

of the localities at which our specimens were obtained, as there are

in the series many specimens of intermediate coloration, even among
breeding birds. The collection in the United States National Museum
has long contained a typical female of the present form, from the mid-

dle St. Johns River, marked by Mr. Ridgway, "If not cryptoleuca this

is a new species. R. R."

The measurements of the 81 specimens enumerated in the following

table were all taken by me, on a uniform plan, from fresh specimens.

Excepting a few from Wisconsin, they show but slight variation in

size in the three subspecies represented, the rest coming from the

southern border of the United States, where the species breeds from
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ocean to ocean. The status of the Arizona martin is unsatisfactory.

Its measurements agree closely with those of Progne sicbis hes^Jeria

Brewster, except that the tarsus is slightly longer. In coloration its

upper parts most resemble kesj)ei'ia, its under parts suhis.

I am indebted to Mr. Robert Ridgway and the authorities of the

United States National Museum for the use of its specimens, to Dr.

J. A. Allen for those in the New York American Museum of Natural

History, and to Mr. Paul Bartsch for a series of martins from Iowa.
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SITTA CAROLINENSIS NELSONI, new subspecies.

ROCKY MOUNTAIN NUTHATCH.

Type.—^o. 131242, U.S.N.M. collection. Adult male, taken October

17, 1893, in the Huachuca Mountains, Arizona, by Edgar A. Mearns.

Original number, 9725.

Characters.—Largest known form of Sitta caroUrienMs. Bill large

and rather stout, with contour of maxilla convex rather than straight

above. Coloration dark. Under parts washed with gray and fulvous

or fawn color, but less strongly so than in Sitta caroUnensis mexicana

Nelson and Palmer.^ Measurements of type: Length, 151 mm.; alar

expanse, 282; wing, 9-1; tail, 55; culmen (chord), 22; tarsus, 17.5;

middle toe, with claw, 20.

Geographic range.—Wooded mountains of northern Chihuahua and

Sonora, Arizona, New Mexico, Colorado, and northward.

Hemarl's.—In addition to its larger size, this form may be separated

from the eastern bird b}^ its darker coloration, the back being more
nearly slate color than plumbeous, and the color pattern of the tertials

as in Sitta carolhiensis acideata, from which latter its larger size,

stouter and differently shaped bill, and the gray and fawn color instead

of pure white under parts distinguish it. In nelsoni the white of the

tail-feathers is more extended than in other forms, and, excepting

mexicana.^ the fawn color of the sides and abdomen of the young is

more intense than in the remaining subspecies of Sitta carolinensis.

It is resident, in the interior, on both sides of the Mexican border. If

any migration occurs in winter, the migrants are the same as the resi-

dent form, the bird of Colorado and the southern Rocky Mountain

region being practicalh'^ identical. Comparative measurements are

given below (pp. 924-926).

^The Auk, XI, Jan., 1894, p. 45 (Mt. Orizaba, State of Puebla, Mexico).
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