
AN ANNOTATED LIST OF BATRACHIANS AND REPTILES
COLLECTED IN THE VICINITY OF LA GUAIRA. VENE-
ZUELA, WITH DESCRIPTIONS OF TWO NEW SPECIES
OF SNAKES.

Bv Leonhaui) Stejneger,

Ctirator, Division of Rpptiles and Batradmnts.

The collectioii.s here reported upon were made in 1895 by Captain

Rol)ins{)n, and in 1900 by Messrs. Robinson and Lyon jointl3^

For detailed information relatini^ to their trips, the localities visited,

etc., the reader is referred to the introdiictorj^ remarks by the collect-

ors in their paper on the manmials, pages 185 to 1H2 of this volume.

I. BATRACHIA.
ECAUDATA.

PHYLLOBATES TRINITATIS Garman.

Garman's orig-inai description ' tits the two specimens from Venez-

uela and contains nothing by which I can separate them. In the speci-

mens before me the tibio-tarsal articulation reaches to the anterior

border of the orbit; first finger is shorter than second; there is a large

metacarpal pad, and two metatarsal tubercles, the inner one being

almost as long as the diameter of the largest digital disk, though

narrower; on the lower half of the tarsus a very distinct fold, which

is a continuation of the lateral narrow fringe of the inner toe, extend-

ing from the base of the latter obliquely across the underside of the

tarsus to the median line. The blackish lateral band is very broad

between shoulder and groin, and semidivided lengthwise by a whitish

line extending forward somewhat obliquely from the groin; a blackish

longitudinal streak on anterior face of upper arm. The dusky band

across the chest is not well marked in No, 27808.

With the latter there are 11 tadpoles, which adhered to its l)ack

when caught.
Ijid of .yjemnens.

U.S.N.M.No.
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LEPTODACTYLUS OCELLATUS (Linnaeus).

Ill both specdmens the tursal fold is ((uitc distinct.

Li!<t of speciincitii.

U.S.N.M.No.

•22539

27793
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HYLA CREPITANS Wied.

List of specimens.

U.S.N.M. No.
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ANOLIS CHRYSOLEPIS Dumeril and Bibron.

List of specimens.

U.S.N.M.No.
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Fitzinger's Ecphymotes^ which ho established in 1826 without indi-

cating a t3-pe, niig-ht have ])een applicable- to the present genus, as it

embraced nominally both species which Boulenger now includes in it,

but in 1813^ he clearly indicates the type to have been a young speci-

men of J*(>h/<lir>(s iiiKi'inondux^ of which genus it thus becomes a

synonym.

iMi of Rpecimens.

U.S.N.M.No.
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List (if x/tccijiii)ix.

Fig. 5.—Ameiva ameiva,

X 2.

U.S.N.M. No.
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In 1768 Linnasus established the genus Boa^ in which, among other
species, he inchided B. canlnd, B. e<))i><tr!ct(>r, and B. orophias. Of

course he indicated no generic type, which must
therefore be ascertained by the process of elimi-

nation. In 1768 Laurenti subdivided the genus
into two genera, for one of which he retained

the name Boa., proposing Constricfor for the

other. Boa he made to contain three nominal
species, but they all belong as synonyms to Lin-
nteus's B. canina, which, therefore, must stand
as the type. Go7iHtHctoi\ on the other hand,
contains the two
other Linnean

species mention-

ed above (the

additional B. di-

FiG. 0.

—

Boa kusche^j-

BERGII, X Ij.

vlnoloquus])Q\\\g

only a synonym
of B. (rroj/hiafi).

Fig. 7.—Boa rischenbergii, x Ij.

The case is as plain as it can possibly be, and the well-known Boa
QondT)cfj:>r must henceforth be known as Constrictor con.strletor.

List of specimens.

U.S.N.M.
No.
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very long; .six lower labials (seven on left side) in contact with ante-

rior chin-shields, which arc slightly shorter than posterior; scales in 23

rows, smooth except three median rows which are feebly keeled; two
apical pits; ventral.s 199, distinctly angular laterally;

anal entire, siibcaudals 111 pairs. Black above, each

scale with a yellowish spot, without forming any
stripes or definite pattern; throat and anterior third

of under side white (in alcohol) with a narrow l)lack

edge on each side of the ventrals from about the

thirty-eighth ventral, these black edges becoming
broader posteriorly, so as to finally occupy the whole

of the ventrals with the exception of

two pale lateral spots; head above

black, each plate with a few yellowish

spots; supralabials yellowish (white

in alcohol), the black of the sides of the head invading

the upper edge angularly, but vertical sutures not

blackened.

Total length, 1,085 mm.;
tail, 270 mm.

RemarJiS.—PJirynonaxlyoni

appears to be allied to P.

(juentheri, from Mexico, from

which it differs chiefly in the

fewer supralabials and the longer parietals. The coloration is quite

similar, black with 3^ellow spots, but there are no regular longitudinal

stripes on the body or on the tail, and the sutures of the supralabials

Fig. 8.—Phrynonax
LYONI, X 1.

Fig. y.—Fhkynonax lyuni

X 1.

Fig. 10.—Phryno-
nax LYONI, X 1.

are not marked with black.

List of specimens.

U.S.N.M.
No.
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LEPTOPHIS AH^TULLA (Linnaeus).

Fig. 11.—Leptophis ah.etulla, x Ij.

Pig. 12.—Leptophis
AH^TULLA, Xlj.

Fig. 13.—Leptophis

ah^tulla, x ij-

Both Lcennberg and Andersson, from examination of the Linnean

type specimens, have come to the conchision that the species often

known as L. lioctrcm (Wied) is the true Coluher ahmtuUa of Linnjeus.

List of specimens.

U.S.N.M..
No.
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Fig. 17.—Clelia skmicincta,

that it appears prefera])le to separate the groups of species with undi-

vided suhcaudals as a distinct genus, for whicli Schneider's Pmadohoa

is available/

The specimen before me is in most excellent condition and shows

the original coloration to perfection.

The anterior six black crossbars are

broader than the light interspaces,

which are white with black tip to each

scale; all the following interspaces are

broader than the black bars, being

bright red, with the row adjoining the black bars

pure white and all tipped with black; the black

bars on neck and body (29) invade the ends of

the ventrals, while those on the tail (15) are con-

tinuous across the underside, forming complete

rings; black on top of head reaches to the pos-

terior third of the parietals; first' black cross-

bar begins on the fifth scale behind the parie-

tals. This specimen agrees in every particular

with the two enumerated by Boulenger as " B" ^

and has the identical scale formula. It differs,

consequently, from the type specimens described

by Dumeril and Bibron, and from Boulenger's

specimen A, in which the majority of the ))lack

bands form more or less complete annuli. It is

also to be noted that the two specimens of the latter

group have 191-199 ventrals and 61-66 subcaudals,

while inthe former the ventrals are 183-186 and

caudals TT-80. The exact locality of the type speci-

men is not known, nor that of the three specimens

in British Museum. On the other hand. Dr.

Boettger'' records two specimens of Oxyrr'hojnts

dolidfiis- from Santa Ana, Province Cuzco, Peru,

without giving particulars as to coloration and

scale formula. Under the circumstances it is

impossible to say whether the differences indi-

cated above are of specific significance, which,

in view of the geographical distribution, would

certainly seem to be the case, if the Peruvian

specimens should be found to agree w ith the tjqDe

of ('. dol!<(ta and with specimen A in British Museum.
It should be noted in this connection that the type of Cope's O.ri/r-

FiG. IS.—Clelia skmi-

cincta, X 2.

Flli. 19.—("I.EI.TA SKMI-

CINCTA, - '_'.

' Sohneider, Aniph., II, 1801, p. 281. The type, by elimination, is P
' Cat. Snakes Brit. Mus., Ill, 1896, p. 106.

^ Kat. Sciilangen Mus. Senckenb., 1898, \k 97.

irniKila.
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r/i(}j)m doli(itii.'< sriiilclnctuti (Cat. No. ^SIXH), U.S.N.M., Costa Rioa,

(labb, collector) (tio-s. 17-19) is colored like the Veneznelaiv specimen

so far as the underside is concerned, the bars on neck and ))ody nuni-

berino-25 and the rino-s on tail 13, but the dark bars and rings through-

out are broadtM" than the light interspaces, which are not regularly

spotted with black; the black l)ars anteriorly often alternate and

coalesce ])roadly on the median line. The scale formula differs also

considerably from those mentioned above, being as follows: Scale

rows, 10; ventrals, 200; anal, 1; suV)caudals, 90/90.

Lht uf sjieclnieiifi.

U.S.N.M.
No.
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PSEUDOBOA ROBINSONI, new species.

Fig. 25.—Pseudoboa kobin

SONI, X Ij.

DtiK/iKms.—Scales in l!» rows; ventrals, 186; anal single; subcaudals,

82, sinolo; posterior nasal and loreal widely separated by second labial

which is ))i-oadly in contact with prefrontal; rostral prominent, slightly

upturned, broader than deep, the portion visible

from above one-half as long as its distance from

the frontal; supralabials eight.

Type.—C^d.. No. 22532 U.S.N.M.; La Guaira,

Venezuela; June 21, 1895; Capt. Wirt Robinson,

collector.

Ilahitat.—Venezuela.

Description of type specimen.—Eye rather small; snout projecting;

rostral large, prominent, slightly upturned, broader than deep, its

upper portion forming an obtuse angle and measuring one-half

its distance from the frontal; internasals slightly

shorter than prefrontals; frontal much longer than

broad, equally its distance from tip of snout and

longer than interparietal suture; parietals as long as

frontal and one-half the interprefrental suture; loreal

small, much longer than deep, broadly separated from

posterior nasal; one preocular scarcely reaching the

upper surface and widely separated from frontal; two

postoculars; 2 + 3 temporals, the upper one of the first

row only in contact Avith postoculars; eight supralabials,

second broadly in contact with prefrontal and sixth in

contact with upper anterior temporal, fourth and fifth entering eye;

four lower labials in contact with anterior chin-shields, which are

slightly longer than the posterior; scales smooth, in 19 rows, with two

terminal pits; ventrals, 186; anal single; subcaudals,

82, single; color (in alcohol), above, uniform drab, be-

coming paler on the three lower scale rows; top of

head and a spot on upper neck behind occiput darker;

underside, including upper labials, uniform whitish.

Total length, 700 mm; tail, 175 mm.
Remarks.—Pseiidohoa rohinsoni in some respects

occupies an intermediate position between P. neunnedii

and P. guerini., having a snout more projecting than

the former, but less so than the latter, though the

portion of the rostral visible from above is not greater

than in P. neuwiedii. It dift'ers from both most strikingly in the

separation of the loreal from the posterior nasal, the second super-

labial thus coming broadly in contact with the prefrontal.

Fig. 26.—Pseudo-

boa ROHINSONI,

Fig. 27.—Pseudo-

boa ROBINSONI,

X n.
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L/.X/ of !<jH'(

U.S.N.M.
No.
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LEPTOGNATHUS VARIEGATUS Dumeril and Bibron.

FlU. 31.—LEPTOGNATHUS VARIE-

GATUS, X 3.

Fig. 32.—LEPTOGNATHUS
VARIEGATUS, X 3.

Fig. 33.—LEPTOGNATHUS
VARIEGATUS, X 3.

The .specimen collected l)v Capttiiii Ro])inson has fewer supralabials

than the normal number credited to this species. In view of the great

variability of this character, and also because the present specimen is

manifestly abnormal on the left side, I have not attached an}^ impor-

tance to this circumstance. On the left side there are onl}' eight

supralabials, nevertheless the third is excluded from the eye, which is

onl}^ in touch with the fourth and fifth. On the right side the number
of supralabials is nine, third, fourth, and lifth entering the eye. Nasal

is apparently undivided.

List of specimeDS.

U.S.N.M.
No.




