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I. BIRDS OF THE ISLAND OF MARGARITA. VENEZUELA.

DuEiNcr the winter of 1S94-1S95, in anticipation of a vacation in the

following summer, I was casting abont in my mind for a suitable local-

ity to visit, wlien I received a note from Mr. C. AV. Richmond, of the

U. S. National Museum, calling- my attention to a brief notice in the

Ibis for January, 1895, in which Dr. P. L. Sclater suggested to orni-

thologists the advisabiHty of turning their attention to the Island of

Margarita, off tbe coast of A^enezuela, as a field hitherto unworked.

Tliat this suggestion was justified, the results of my visit fully demon-

strate.

Margarita can be reached from Laguayra or from Trinidad, Plying

fortnightly between these points, and touching at many small interme-

diate i)orts, are two little steamers of the Carenero Railway and Navi-

gation Company's line. These leave passengers and mails at Porlamar,

the only town of importance on the south shore of the island. Many,
steamers bound westward from Trinidad touch at Carupano on the

Venezuelan coast, from which port small vessels are constantly crossing

to ^Margarita.

I arrived at Laguayra on June 20, but could not get a steamer to

3Iargarita until the 27tb, so spent the week collecting in the vicinity of

the town. I found all of the birds molting and in very poor i)lumage,

so after the first two days 1 confined my attention to butterflies and

reptiles, getting some 700 of the former and 40 of the latter.

On the morning of Sunday, June 30, my little steamer anchored about

a mile from the beach at Porlamar and I was sliortly taken ashore in a

small boat, landed at S o'clock, secured (piarters, and within half an

hour was shooting birds in the scrub.

The Island of Margarita lies about midway between I^aguayra and

rroceediiigis of the United States Xatioual Museiim, VOL. XVIII—No. 1093.
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Trinidad, and only some 17 miles distant from tlie nearest point of tlie

Venezuelan coast.' Its greatest length from east to west is 42 miles,

and its greatest breadth from north to south 20i miles. It consists of

two portions connected by a narrow isthmus 12 miles in length; the

western being an irregular quadrilateral 12 miles long by 9 miles broad,

and the eastern a pentagon some 20 miles across. In the western por-

tion some almost barren peaks rise to a height of 2,300 feet.

Porlamar (formerly Pueblo de la ]\rar) is on the southern shore of

the eastern portion. The adjacent country along the coast and for some
three miles back is flat or gently rolling; the vegetation much like that

of Curacao, with small, scrubby, thorn trees, several species of post cacti

(Cerem), which are now and then laden with a deliciously scented orchid

[Epidendrum, sp.), thickets of the detestable prickly tuna
(
Opuntia tuna),

whose pain-producing thorns are ever ready to enter the flesh, and
other irritating plants of the pineapple and nettle families. At points

along the beach, shallow salt lagoons occur, which are fringed with a

scant growth of mangroves.

About 3 miles inland foothills begin, which rise by leaps to a central

j)eak, 3,240 feet in height. Its summit is constantly enveloped in clouds,

whose condensed moisture drips and trickles from every leaf and branch,

and collecting, tumbles down its precipilons sides in beautifully limpid

streams, abounding in large crayfish. The streams on the southern

slope unite and pass seaward down a fertile valley—"El Yal!e del

Espiritu Santo"—by a tortuous channel which enters the sea a short

distance east of Porlamar. During the rainy season the water reaches

quite to the sea, but at the time of my visit the demamls of the "ace-

quias," or irrigation ditches, and the thirsty soil of the flat coast region

empty the bed several miles back and only a few stagnant pools occur

here and there, filled with multitudes of small gasping minnows, much
like the little mummichogs of our tide-water brooks.

Porlamar has an excellent supply of water i^iped from the mountain
slopes in rear of El Valle, but at other points on the island water is

extremely scarce. Three miles west of Porlamar in a desert of cactus

is a solitary water hole, or "posa," a spot which we would designate as

•'mud puddle," a scant supply of foul-looking water at the bottom of a
crater like depression, whose slopes are trodden smooth by the feet of

the goats that come for water. To this place during the heat of the day
came hordes of doves and pigeons to drink.

By the aid of irrigation, quantities of fruits, plantains, cassava, sugar

cane, and corn are raised in El Valle; there are manj^ groves of man-
goes and cocoauut palms. The stream is thickly bordered with trees,

and the mountain slopes in rear are covered with heavy forests.

The principal occupations of the inhabitants of the interior are the

conversion of the sugar cane into rum and the manufacture of pottery

and roofing tiles. Those who live near the coast are mainly engaged
in fishing, and with nets, seines, and hooks cai>ture an astonishing

variety of fish, many being of remarkable shape and brilliant color.
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The population of the ishiiid, according to the censns of 1873, was
31,000, and was ineieasiny, so tliat it is now estimated at 4(>,()00. I

found the inhabitants most kind and liospitable.

Lying' between Margarita and tlie mainland are two small islands,

Cnbagna and Coche, which for want of water are })ractical]y deseri.

The mainland, wbioh is in plain sight from Margarita, is a long cbain

of waterless, barren, and desolate mountains.

I collected in the vicinity of Porlamar during the eight days from

June 30 to July 7, then moved to El Valle, where I spent a week,

returning to Porlamar on July 15, and leaving the island on the 20th.

During the latter part of my stay I was hourly expecting my steamer,

so could not go any distance from the town. I lost one day by being-

lamed by the jjrick of the thorn of a melon cactus. In sixteen days'

collecting I obtained two hundred skins, getting specimens of every

laud bird that I observed in a state of freedom except the two connnon

vultures and a caracara eagle. A few birds were in good plumage^

but tlie majority were worn, and the humming birds were in iuU molt

when I left.

As would naturally be inferred from the great difference in the char-

acter of the vegetation at different parts of the island, the bird life at

these points also varied. Thus the gulls, terns, skimmers, cormorants,

pelicans, herons, plover, and turnstones were found along the beaches

and nowhere, else; Ortalis, Amazona, Amaziliaj Chiroxiphia, Arhelo-

rhina, Mreo, and PlatycichJa were confined to the heavy forest region;

Thamnophilus and Dendroplex v^ere found everywhere; Eupsychortyx.^

Cohimla, and Speotyfo were found only in the flat coast region; Colum-

hiijaJVina rujipennis, DipJopferuSj VoJathiia, Tachyphonns, and Tanayia

were found only on the mountain slopes not heavily wooded, and tlu^

remaining species were found at all points except in the forests.

In addition to the birds, 1 secured specimens of a monkey {Cehus

apella) whose fur emitted a very pleasant musky perfume; a rabbit

something like ours, but without the cottontail {Lepus brasiliensi.s)',

a red squirrel, "ardito" {Sciurns (csti«(ns hofmanni), a rat {Mus). a

spiny rat {Loneheres), an opossum, "rabo pelado" {DideJphyfi murina),

the native name implying skinned or hairless tail; and two small bats

{Ycspernfio parvuhts and ISchizostoina megalotes). A deer occurs and

the common mouse and other small mammals.

The literature of Margarita is meager. Dr. A. Ernst' gives a partial

list of the plants of the ishmd, but this is the only scientific reference

to its flora or fauna that I have been able to find. However, all of the

few travelers who have written of Margarita refer to its birds. Thus,

M. Lavaysse- writes:

From Pueblo de la Mnr to Paiiipatar * ^^ " humming birds aud the harmonious

notes of other tropical birds diverted my attention.

'Carilcas, 1881, Esbozos de Venezuela.

-"A statistical, commercial, and political description of Venezuela, Trinidad, Mar-

garita, and Tobago," Loudon, 1820, p. 14(i.
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Again, Capt. W. J. Adam,' in alluding to the portiou of liis journey

from Juan Griego to Forte ISTorte, says

:

As we proceeded, we saw several flocks of a small species of Parrot, called l>y I lie

natives Paroquitta: the bill, wings, and plumage are uniformly gray ; they are njtt

scholars, and quickly taught to imitate the varieties of the human voice. "We al-o

saw the bird, from its cry called Tropyall, a bird much sought for, about the size of

our common thrush; it has n bright yellow top, with breast of the same color, whilst

the wings and back exhibit a mixture of white, red, and black; its jjlumagc is

highly prized as an ornament by tlie Indian chiefs on the Maine. The brill ir.nt

colors of the woodpecker frequently arrested our attention, and a numerous list of

other kinds which it would be foreign from my i)resent purpose to notice.

Finally, the late Dr. John F. Chittenden,- speaking of his ride from

Pampatar to Porlamar, says

:

But the most interesting feature in my ride was certainly the marvelous collection

of birds of every variety and the gayest plumage. I never saw so many together out

of an aviary. Troupials, humming birds, ami some in full song, the " rossignol"

pointed out to me is probably a troglodyte, but to me appeared larger than the

" Oiseau de Bon Dieu"of Trinidad. The song is most melodious and comprises

many different notes, but not equal, of course, to the nightingale of Europe.

At another point he refers to the large Hocks of pelicans along tlie

coast.

From these extracts it is seen that before my visit our knowledge of

the ornithology of this island was limited to the facts that bird life there

was abundant, and that there occurred the pelican, the troupial. and

certain undetermined species of parrakeet, woodpecker, humming bird,

and mocking bird (the '^ rossignol" of Dr. Chittenden).

Of the 71 species determined by my observations, 17 are water birds,

and include an undescribed form, and 54 are land birds including no

less than ten new species.

In addition to the 73 species enumerated below, I observed an unde-

termined i)lover, a Hock of large waders which at a distance resembled

willets, and several species of huge heions, but no other land birds.

The natives described others to me, but I am unable to identify the

birds from their descriptions. The most striking among them was the

"nangaro," a si)ecies of parrakeet with a longer beak than C. arxgino-

sus. It may possibly be the bird referred to by Captain Adam. It is

to be found at the harvest season. Another bird, the "macagua,"

lives on the mountain slopes, runs on the ground like a partridge, is

easily decoyed by imitating its call, and is tailless. It is probably an

ant thrush {Formicarins) or a tinamou.

The avifauna of Margarita, as far as rei)resented in my collection, is

wholly derived from Venezuela. No purely west Indian forms are

present. In a very few cases the occurrence of a species in Venezuela

'"Journal of Voyages to Marguaritta, Trinidad, and Maturin, 1819, 1820," Dublin,

1824, p. 22.

-Port of Spain Gazette, Trinidad, Nov. 4, 1893.
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is yetunproven, but its presence in Margarita is considered pretty good
evidence of its inhabiting the mainland.

The determination of the species was nndertaken by Mr. Kiclimond
who is therefore responsible for the names used in the following list.

Family LAEID.E.

1. LARUS ATRICILLA, Linnaeus.

LAUGHING GULL.

Native name: " Guanaguanare. "

Abundant and not at all shy, approaching within a few feet to pick

up the bits of fish tossed to them by the tishermen. My specimen, a
female, was strongly tinged with roseate on the breast.

2. PHAETHUSA MAGNIROSTRIS (Lichtenstein.)

LARGE-BILLED TERN.

Only a few were seen along the beaches of Margarita, but at the

mouth of the river Mauzanares at Cumana, some 40 miles distant, I

saw them in swarms attending the large Hocks of brown i)elicans in

their fishing parties.

3. ? STERNA EURYGNATHA, Saunders.

RED-BILLED TERN,

Common along the beaches.

[A single specimen represented in the collection may belong to tliis

species. It is almost identical in color with acHfiarUlns^ except that

the bill is yellow, with an ill-defined area of blackish about the middle

third of both maxilla and mandible. The angle of the mandible is

well in front of the anterior part of the nostril, thus opposing Saun-

ders's description. Enmp, upper tail-coverts, and upper surface of tail

well washed with gray, darker on ends of the tail feathers. The long-

outer wing quills are replaced by pinfeathers, thus preventing meas-

urement of this part. The specimen appears to be immature. '' Beak

yellowish, middle third black; legs bla(;k; soles of feet yellow.''

C. W. K.]

L STERNA ANTILLARUM (Lesson).

LEAST TERN.

Abundant, and probably with young in July, as whenever 1 ap-

proached the sandy flats that they affected particularly, they hovered

around me screeching incessantly until I withdrew.
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Family KHYNCHOPID^.

5. RYNCHOPS NIGRA, Linnaeus.

BLACK SKIMMER.

Not until tlie day before my departure from Margarita did I observe

this skimmer. 1 was strolling along the beach after dark on a veiy

quiet evening wheu not a breath of air was stirring, and the little sw€ll

pulsing on tlie oceau caused no more than a thin, silvery sheet of water

to uow and then glide over the smooth sand and steal back as quietly

as it had come. As I turned at one spot to glance back, I became
aware of a large bird flitting by so close that I could distinctly hear

the swish of its wings. lu a few seconds another passed, and stooping

down so as to bring it in relief against the horizon, I easily recognized

it. The next day I saw others. They fly with their wings held high

above their bodies, and prefer to skim over this thin sheet of water

that is thrown over the sands by the waves as they break. They leave

a distinct ripple in their wake.

Family PHALACEOCORACID^.

6. PHALACROCORAX, sp.

CORMORANT.
Xative name "cotua."

This small, dark, and glossy cormorant was fairly abundant along

.the beaches of Margarita, but no specimens were secured.

Family PELECANID^.

7. PELECANUS FUSCUS, Linnaeus.

BROWN PELICAN.

^S^ative name "alcatraz."

Abundant at Margarita and along the neighboring coast of the main-

land, fishing at times in parties of hundreds. At Margarita they always

assembled as the fishermen drew their nets, and as the net was gradu-

ally pursed, a steady stream of pelicans could be seen plunging head-

long from the air into the water, rising and plunging again.

Family FREGATID.F:.

8. FREGATA AQUILA (Linnaeus.)

MAN-O'-WAR BIRD.

Native name "tijereta," i. e., scissor-tail.

Common along the beaches, the piebald young and the darker adults

fishing together. Though fishing from on wing, I did not see any plunge
into the water like the i)elicans, but swooping over the sj^ot they struck
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downward witli tbeir beaks as they passed, making a sdund like that

l)ioduced by an arrow shot into water. They invariably rose after

catching the fish, and, tossing- it np, dexteronsly adjusted it before

swallowing it. I daily saw them associated wirh black vultures soaring

at a great height over the ca(;tus thickets west of Porlainar.

Family AXATI] )^1^:.

9. DENDROCYGNA, sp.

TREE DrCK.

In the lagoou at the southeast extremity of the island, I saw a Hock

of a half dozen tree dncks, bnt I was nnable to approach within range.

They tiew off toward the mainland.

Family AEDEID.E.

10. GARZETTA CANDIDISSIMA (Gmelin).

SNOWY HERON.

The native name for all species of herons is "garza."

In the lagoon to the east of Porlainar, I saw herons of several kinds,

but obtained only this and the following. I saw other snowy herons

along the stagnant ]k)o1s in the bed of the stream running down from

El Yalle.

11. BUTORIDES ROBINSONI, new species.

MAKGARITAN GREEN HERON.

Althongh I saw several ])airs of these herons among the dead man-

groves along the shores of the lagoon, I shot bnt one si)ecimen, as I

thought it was the same as our B. virescens.

[Typc.—^lale adult, Ko. 151635, IT.S.N.M.; IVIargarita, July 7, 1895;

Wirt Kobiuson; collector's No. 416. Cap and lengthened occipital

leathers glossy bottle green, some of the feathers washed with slate;

si<les and back of neck slaty drab, tinged with fawn color, deeper on

back of neck; ear-coverts same, mixed with cinnamon; throat buffy

white, with a row of black spots on each side of the median line; sides

of throat and cheeks edged with pale cinnamon; fore neck on median

line (narrowly) buffy white, heavily streaked with cinnamon and darker

brown, and washed with fawn color; back, rump, upper tail-coverts,

tail (upper surface), and scapular plumes, mostly glossy light bottle

green, strongly washed with i>ale slate, some of the feathers entirely

without greenish tinge; the sca])ular plumes with pale linear shaft

streaks; primaries and secondaries slaty gray; tertiaries glossy light

bottle green; most of the tertiaries andfirstprimary narrowly edged on

outer webs with whitish; wing-coverts glossy light bottle green, and

(except primary coverts) more or less broadly bordered with buff,
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darker on lesser and middle coverts; breast and sides of body smoke
gray; abdomen and under tail coverts light bufly gray; thighs ^vood
brown. Under surface of wings and tail light slaty gray, lighter on
axillaries and under wing-coverts, outer border of the latter mixed with
pale cinnamon; border of wings buffy white, mixed with pale cinnamon;
"irides yellowish red

j feet orange.-' Wing, 6.13; tail, 2.18; tarsus, 1.78;
culmen, 2.35 inches. This species ap]>ears to be closely related to

B. striata of South America, but is considerably smaller, and the color
of the fore and hind neck and edge of wing approach B. virescens.—
C. W. E.]

Family SCOLOPACID.E.

12. EREUNETES OCCIDENTALIS, Lawrence.

AVESTERN SANDPIPER.

13. CALIDRIS ARENARIA (Linnaeus),

SAXDERLING.

Aloug the shores of the lagoon east of Porlamar there were many
flocks of small sandpipers and plovers, and, on July 7, at one shot, I

obtained the two above, two species of plover, and a turustoue.

Family CEDICIs^EMIDyE.

14. CEDICNEMUS BISTRIATUS (Wagler).

AMERICAN THICK-KNEE.

Native name "guara." In a courtyard of a dwelling in Porlamar, I
saw several pairs of these birds, and their owner told me that he had
caught them when not fully fledged in the wide savanna to the west of
the town. Their eyes are most brilliant yellow, like those of an owl.

Family CHAPvADlUID.F.

15. ^GIALITIS WILSONIA RUFINUCHA, Ridgway.

RUFOUS-NAPED PLOVER.
Legs grayish pink.

[A male in the collection has the pectoral band of the usual width;
browji, mixed with black.—C. W. K.J

16. ^GIALITIS SEMIPALMATA, Bonaparte.

SEMIPALMATED PLOVER.

One shot July 7. Legs clay color, base of beak orange.

17. -(EGIALITIS NIVOSA, Cassin.

SNOWY PLOVER.

A specimen obtained July 2. Legs grayish blue.
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18 iEGIALITIS COLLARIS, Vieillot.

AZAKA'S KING PLOVKR.

The native name for these plovers is "tigiii-tigiii," from their notes.

They were all common along the beaiihes. I saw still another species

with darker breast, bat did not sncceed in getting a specimen. Legs
tlesh.

Family APHRIZID.E.

19. ARENARIA INTERPRES, < Linnseus).

TURNSTONE.

A specimen obtained Jnly 7. Several large flocks seen at the lagoon.

Family TETRAONID.F.

20. EUPSYCHORTYX PALLIDUS, new species.

MAEGARITAN CRESTED QUAIL.

These handsome birds were abundant in the thorny thickets near the

coast, bnt none were seen in the interior of the island. They ran

through the cactus undergrowth with incredible swiftness and it was a
difficult matter to cause them to take wing. The call of the males is

identical with that of our common bob-white, and the call of the scat-

tered members of a covey is also the same. The native name is

"perdiz."

[Type.—Ux\\Q adult, Xo. 151030, U.S.N.M; Margarita, July 2, 1895;

Wirt Eobinson; collector's ]Sro. 384. This bird is closely related to

E. sonnini of Veneznela, and does not require a separate description.

The Margaritan birds are considerably paler than E. sonnhii^ except

on the throat, where the color is about the same. The females are

particularly pallid on the under parts. There is no difference in the

pattern of coloration of the head in the male between the island bird

and E. sonnini. The dimensions appear to be the same in both forms,

the type of the present bird measuring: Wing, 3.75; tail, 2.30; tarsus,

1.05; exposed culmeu, 0.50 inches. The material upon which this form

is based, and that of E. sonnini available for comparison, is very scanty,

consisting of three specimens of the former, and a male from the island

of St. Thomas^ and a female from Venezuela of the latter. Meager as

this is, it is considered desirable to separate the two forms on the

evidence presented, and on the fact that at least two other si)ecies

[Doleromya and iSpeoiyto) characteristic of the cactus thickets are pale

representatives of mainland birds. Temmiuck's and Gould's plates of

E. sonnini also show a darker bird than E. pallidns.—C. W. R.]

'American Museum of Natural History collectiou. I have to thank Messrs. J. A.

Alleu aucl Frank M. Chapman of that institution for numerous specimens from Ven-

ezuela and Trinidad sent on at my request for comparison with birds collected by

Lieutenant Robinson.

Proc. X. M. 95 12
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Family CKACID.E.

21. ?ORTALIS RUFICAUDA, Jardine.

CHACHALACA.

. Native name, '' giiacharaca."

They are found spariugly in tbe mountains around El Yalle, but
altliougb I made tliree separate trips after thein, accompanied eacli

time by an experienced liunter, I got none, and only once did I even
bear their notes. The identification is from my descrijition of a speci-

men in captivity.

Family COLUMBID.E.

2-1. COLUMBA GYMNOPHTHALMA, Temminck.

BAKE-FACED PIGEON.

Native name, "paloma."

Found sparingly in the savanna to the west of Porlamar. 1 was told

that at other seasons they were abundant. The two specimens that I

obtained were badly soiled about the foreheads by the juice of the fruit

of the post cactns. One, a young female, was without the granulated

ring- around the orbit.

[The adult female in the collection lacks the "reddish opaline" and
blackish bands of the male on the hind neck; the bands or bars in this

si)ecimen are similar to those on the sides of neck, but with the black-

ish bars replaced by dusky brownish ones. This difference is a sexual

one, then, and not due to immaturity, as thought by Mr. Hartert. The
immature female has these bauds on sides and back of neck only slightly

indicated, and the breast and abdomen are tinged with brown; the

ring of papilhe round the eye is absent, but there is au indication of a

difference in structure between this ring and the inner one. Lieutenant

Itobinson obtained a male on Curasao during his former visit to South

America, and j\Ir. Hartert also met with it on the same island. The
U. S. National Museum possesses an adult male from the island of

St. Thomas, collected by A. B. Armes about the year 1873. This will

add another species to the avifauna of St. Thomas, and also one common
to that island and Curasao. From the fact of its inhabiting Margarita

(whose avifauna seems to be exclusively derived from the mainland), it

is quite probable that Herr Peter's statement ^ that it occurs ou the

coast of Venezuela is correct.—C. ^Y. II.]

23. ZENAIDA VINACEO-RUFA, Ridgway.

VINACEOUS DOVE.

Native name " guarame."

Common near the seashore. I killed five at one shot at the water

hole west of Porlamar. Irides brown.

[These specimens are typical of this form.—C. W. R.]

1 Jour, fiir Oru., Jan., 1892, p. 112.
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24. LEPTOTILA INSULARIS, new species.

MARGAKITAX DOVK.
iNativ^e name " pii)i."

Irides yellowisli, skin around eyes deep blue, beak black, feet reddi.sh

pink. Fairly common and very good eating. I saw "pipis" on the
mainland at Lagaayra and at Guanta, but did not get any specimens
for comparison -with this ishmd form.

[7>/K'.—Male adult, No. 151G39, U.S.N.M.; Margarita, July 0, ISOo;

Wirt liobinson ; collector's No. 437. Back, rump, upper tail-coverts,

central tail feathers, tertiaries, and wing-coverts, grayish olive; prima-

ries and secondaries (especially at tips), blackish brown, the former
(except first) with more or less narrow whitish edges; tail feathers black,

four outer pairs tipped with white, narrowly on the inner one, but
increasing toward the outer i)air, on which the white tip is one-half inch

broad; outer web of outer tail feather narrowly edged with white for its

exposed portion; outer webs of outer tail feathers, except last, mostly

grayish olive. Forehead, lores, cheeks, ear-coverts, and lower throat,

ecru-drab, passing into pale vinaceousou breast and sides of neck, and
becoming lighter again on lower breast; chin and center of throat

white; center of crown distinctly French gray, passing posteriorly into

dull plumbeous mixed with vinaceous on hiiul neck, the feathers on
sides of occiput, hiud neck, and slightly on sides of neck rather spar-

ingly glossed with purple, and on lower part of hind neck with green.

Center of abdomen and under tail-coverts white; sides of body brown-

ish buft', darker on llaidcs; axillaries, under wing-coverts, and most of

under side of primaries, chestnut; first primary only narrowly edged
with chestnut on inner web. Wing, 5.07; tail, 4; tarsus, 1.01; exposed

culmen, O.OG inches. This specimen is the only one of the four repre-

sented in the series in which the center of the crown is of a pronounced

grayish color, but the others have a trace of it, somewhat masked by
the vinaceous tinge of the surrounding parts. The other specimens

have the inner web of the first i)rimary mostly chestnut, instead of a

narrow edging as in the type. This species is closely related to L. rer-

re<(u.ri, but is smaller, grayer above, with metallic colors on hind neck,

occiput, and sides of neck less pronounced. Trinidad and Tobago birds

resemble the Margarita form in size, but the colors are more like true

L. rcrreauxi. Three other specimens of L. insidaris measure: j\tale

adult, wing, 5,25; tail, 4.15; tarsus, 1.07: culmen, 0.08 inches. Female

adult, wing, 5.27; tail, 4.08; tarsus, 1.07; culmen, 0.G7 inches. Female

adult, wing, 5.23; tail, 4.10; tarsus, 1; culmen, 0.64 inches.—C. W. E.J

25. COLUMBIGALLINA PASSERINA (Linnaeus).

GROUND DOVE.
Native name "tortola."

Extremely abundant in all parts of the island.

[The Margarita birds belong to a small ])ale form, but whether C. haha-

mcttsifi, Maynard, or C. perpaUUla, Hartert, or something still different.
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I can not now determine. There are two males in tlie collection from

Margarita ; one has red at the base of the bill, the other yellow ; the red-

billed one has dark under tail-coverts, while those in the yellow-billed

one are lighter. An adult male from Curacao collected on this trip is

similar to the yellow-billed Margarita bird, but the bill is somewhat
brighter yellow.—C. W. E.]

26. COLUMBIGALLINA RUFIPENNIS (Bonaparte).

EUFOUS GROUND DOVE.

Native name " tortola de monte."

I saw in all about a dozen individuals and these were associated with

flocks of the preceding species in the fields on the mountain slopes in

rear of El Yalle.

I

Examples of this species from Margarita do not differ from those

from other localities.—C. W. E.]

27. SCARDAFELLA RIDGWAYI, new species.

RIDGWAY'S SCALED DOVE.

i^ative name "potoco,'' from its note of three syllables.

Without doubt this was the most abundant bird on the island and

was found in all parts. They came to the water holes in swarms and I

once secured nine at a shot. Like other doves, they strike their wings

rapidly ui)on rising, but instead of giving out a ^vhistling sound the

noise is a rattle like that of dry seeds shaken in a gourd. Beak dark,

irides red, feet flesh. At Quanta I saw great numbers of scaled doves

with the same note as these,- but got none for comparison.

[T2/j?e.—Male adult, :N^o. 151644, U.S.N.M.; Margarita, June 30, 1895;

Wirt Eobinson; collector's No. 302. Upper parts (except forehead,

forecrowu, wing-coverts, and primaries), including middle pair of rec-

trices, brown—between broccoli and hair brown, the feathers all tipped

with dull greenish or bluish black, narrowest on nape and hind crown;

primaries brownish black externally, dark hazel on inner webs and at

base of outer webs, appearing on exposed portion of wing as a small,

irregular spot, just beyond primary coverts; secondaries, dark brown-

ish black, narrowly edged with white ou the outer web; feathers of

wingcoverts mainly w^hite on outer web, brown on inner web, and

broadly tipped with black; primary coverts and alula, dull black; fore-

head, forecrown, superciliary line, and sides of head, pale pinkish white,

lighter on lores and ear-coverts, the feathers mostly narrowly edged

with black; throat white, passing into pale vinaceous on breast, sides

of breast, and sides of neck, the feathers ou breast with faint indica-

tions of black edges, more pronounced on lower part and on sides,

remainder of under parts white, with a wash of pale fawn color on sides,

all the feathers edged with white, these edges broadest on lower breast

and sides of body. Five outer pairs of rectrices black basally, the

terminal part white; on the outer feather the white occupies about 1.60

inches; this decreases by "steps" to the fifth, which has only a slight
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mottling- of wliite at the end. ITuder wing-coverts externally chestnut,

the feathers with black tii)s, the inner part wholly black; axilhiries,

black. Wing, 3.82; tail,3.1M>; tarsus, ().(>8; exposed culnien.0.00 inches.

This species difl'ers from S. squamosa mainly in its longer bill and in the

broader black edgings to the feathers, which in the new species are

about twice as wide as those of S. squamosa. The viiui<-eons color is a

little deeper in the former, but this mivy be due to the fresh condition

of the specimens. The single specimen in the jSTational Museum collec-

tion from the mainland of Venezuela, examined in this connection, is

similar to the Margarita bird, but the bill is short as in the Brazilian

specimens of S. squamosa.

I take great pleasure in naming this species for ^Fr. Eidgway, who

first x)ointed out the difference between the Brazilian and Venezuelan

birds twenty-two years ago.^—C. W. B.]

Family CATHARTID.E.

28. CATHARTES AURA (Linnaeus).

TURKEY VULTURE.

Native name '-olaya."

Common, but not so much so as the following species

:

29. CATHARISTA ATRATA (Bartram).

BLACK VULTURE.

Native names '^zamurro" and "guaraguao," the latter being the

Indian name.

Abundant everywhere.

Family FALCONID.F..

30. BUTEO ALBICAUDATUS, Vieillot.

WHITE-TAILED BUZZARD.

Native name "gavilan."

I saw probably a dozen individuals, and obtained one specimen, a

young bird. Its cere was blue, irides brown, and feet yellow, and its

stomach contained portions of a snake. The natives told me that this

hawk destroys much poultry.

31. FALCO SPARVERIUS. Linnaeus.

SPARROW PLA.WK.

Native name "rapiiia."

Abuudant. Their principal food is a large green grasshoi)per {Tro-

2))<h(cris, sp.), which the natives call "naragangato," and which is very

common in the scrub along the coast. These insects have the under

' Hist. X. A. Bir<ls, IH. p. 387.
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wings of a bluish tinge and the bodies marked with red and green,

and some are as much as 8 inches in expanse. They iire also eaten by
the several small owis that are found on the island. One sparrow

hawk had eaten a lizard in addition to several grassiioppers.

[Four specimens, two males and two females, are represented in the

collection. The males can be very closely matched with a specimen

from Gainesville, Florida, both in color and size. They are almost

uniform in color below, one only has a few spots on the lower sides;

the backs are uniform, with a few black bars on the longer scapulars;

the crown is uniform gray in one, with a small chestnut patch in the

otlier. The specimens are larger than examples of F. hrevipennis from

Curacao. The wings measure: Males, C.SO and G.75; females, 7.20 and
7.12 inches. Tails measure : Males, 4.75 ; females, 4.70 and 5.25 inches.

—

C. W. E.]

32. POLYBORUS CHERIWAY (Jacquinot).

AUDUBON'S CARACARA.

Xative name ''caracara."

1 saw a few of these birds flying about to the west of Porlamar, but

did not succeed in getting a specimen.

Family BUBONID^.

33. MEGASCOPS BRASILIANUS (Gmelin).

BRAZILIAN SCREECH OWL.

Native name " chaure."

I obtained one specimen in the scrub west of Porlamar. Seeing a

small but very thickly foliaged tree and thinking that it was a likely

hiding place for an owl, 1 threw a stone into it, when this specimen

darted out on the opposite side and was quickly lost to sight in the

thorny jungle. Following after, I hunted for it for some time and was
despairing of finding it, when I heard the scolding notes of some mock-
ing birds near by and made toward them. Just as I had located the

particular clump of cactus and thorn trees in which they were, they

flew ofi", and I was again on the point of giving up ra}^ search, when I

heard the angry buzzing and squeaking of a buff breasted humming
bird [Doleromya pallida), and soon detected the owl perched near the

ground and the little hummer flying almost into its face.

This owl had a thorn of the tuna through the nictitating membrane
of one eye. These thorns are a curse to the living creatures of the

island; man and the domestic animals sutfer from them; I shot a rab-

bit with the thorns deep in its flesh; I found them in all of the pigeons

and doves, in the burrowing owls, entirely through the wings of a par-

tridge, and dozens in the legs of every large iguana that I caught.

Whilst careless of tiiem at first, I grew to dread them more and more
the longer I stayed, and finally shrunk from them with horror.
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34. SPEOTYTO BRACHYPTERA, new species.

SHORT-WINGED BrKKOWINCI (JWL.

Native name "raoriquite."

The level land to the east of Porlamar is more sandy than that to the

west, and the vegetation is, iu consequence, scantier. There are here

ami there open patches of several acres in extent covered with a sparse

faded yellowish grass and dotted with melon cactus {}feIocactHS com-

,„ KH is). In these spots I was certain to find little colonies of burrowing-

owls living iu burrows that had been made either by a land tortoise

somewhat^'like the Florida gopher or by a rabbit. Their color harmo-

nizes with that of the grass, and, standing erect and motionless among

the cactus melons, they are easily overlooked unless approached so close

that they fly a short distance or slink off like a cat. When they have

thus revealed their presence, they perform various bows and nods toward

their disturber, uttering at the same time a low trenudous note a little like

some of the notes of our screech owl. Among my specimens was one

young bird in immature plumage. The stomachs of all contained grass-

iioppers and fragments of beetles. I saw none at all among the lulls.

I Type —Male adult, No. 151GG0, U.S.X.M.; Margarita, June 30, 18<»o;

Wirt Robinson ; collector's Xo. 305. Similar to 8. cnnicularia, but paler

and very much smaller; the tarsi feathered only about halfway, with

straoolino- hairs continued down on the toes; brown bars on under parts

muctrpalerand narrower; rump and upper tailcoverts uniform pale

cinnamon, without spotsorbars; under tail coverts uniform bufty white;

under wing coverts and axillaries immaculate buff; middle rectrices

with five li -ht bars ; threes innermost bars on outer web of first primary

are connected. "Irides vellow." Wing, 5.48; tail, 2.41; tarsus, 1.70;

exposed culmen (without cere), 0.52 inches. Two other adult males

measure; Wing, 5.80 and 5.82; tail, 2.55 and ^-^O? t^^si, 1^ / and 1^
inches, respectively. An adult female measures: Wing,a.90; tad, ..54;

tarsus, 1.63; exposed culmen (without cere), 0.57 inches. The various

forms of Spcotyto, described from theWest Indies, Bahamas, and Flonda,

appear to have the under wing-coverts mottled or spotted, while the

true 8. eumcularia, hi/po!,<m, rosfrata, and the present form have them

uniform butf. In examining a large series of the first two, I find an

occasional specimen with indications of mottled under wmg-coverts;

but this character is very exceptional. The forms nearest in size to the

Margarita bird are the 8. maura and fiiiadrhiipcims of the ^^ est Indies;

but they are both very dark birds, and at ouce distinguishable without

regard to size.—C. W. K.]

35. GLAUCIDIUM PHALiENOIDES (Daudin).

FERRUGINOUS PV(iMY OWL.

Native name "lechuza."'
^ , •

i

"

Irides, cere, beak, and [ect yellow. I tried repeatedly to attra.-t birds

iu Margarita by making that "screei.ing-^ noise which is so etiective
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with us at certain seasons, but I met with success only once, and then
in a deeply shaded spot along the bed of the stream from El Valle
when at the first note one of these little owls dashed up, evidently
expecting to find something upon which to prey. I believe that these
owls hunt by day, as the sun caused them no apparent discomfort I
found the three others that I obtained by being attracted by the scold-
ing notes of mocking birds. They are subject to dichromatism, as three
were in the red plumage and one in the gray. The bfuring of the tail
of the gray one was quite different from that of the others. These owls
have a pair of marks at the back of the neck which in life and at a
little distance look like a i)air of half closed eyes, so that at first I was
not certain whether they were looking toward me or from me. These
marks are almost entirely hidden in a made-up skin.

Family PSITTACID.E.

36. CONURUS ^RUGINOSUS (Linnsus).

RUSTY PARRAKEET.

Native name "perico."

Abundant, being found. in large flocks in the flat coast region and in
the cultivated hills around El A^alle. I was told that tliey could be
taught to talk. Those that I obtained were in rather worn plumage.

[Not difl:erent from mainland birds.—C. W. R.l

37. AMAZONA AMAZONICA (Linn^us).

AMAZONIAN PARROT.

Native names "loro" and "cotorra.''
I saw many large flocks in the heavy forests in rear of El Valle

Thei-e IS in these forests a parasite which, starting from an insignificant
seed dropped upon a branch by some bird, lets down fine cord-like
roots, which, descending for 50 or GO feet, reach the earth, and obtain-
ing a foothold there rapidly increase until the parent tree is choked and
destroyed, and the parasite alone remains, one of the loftiest trees in
the forest. Its leaves are large, pear-shaped, and glossy like those of
our magnolia, its blossoms white, and wide open like a wild rose- the
iruit, smooth and the size of a peach, opens like a chestnut burr, but iu
eiglit segments, disclosing in the interior a fleshy pvramid with longi-
tudinal slits filled with rice-like seed, red and pulpy. It is called bv the
natives " copey," and is probably ClusUi rosea.
From its peculiar manner of propagation, it is evident that the seeds

must be attractive to birds, and so I found them. For several morn-
ing^ I took my stand before daybreak under a verv large one near El
V ale, and at the first sign of dawn the tree top burst into life, and posi-
lively swarmed with birds. Three flycatchers, three tanagers, a grackle
two orioles, and a vireo took part in the feast ; the beautiful azure-crowned
honey creeper came literally by hundreds and poised, like a humming
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bird, with rapid vibrating wings, beneath the open fruit, by means of
its long beak extracted the seeds from the depths of the cavities. The
parrots, too heavy for such work and with beaks too thick to enter the
cavities, hung head downward on the fruit and tore its thick and
gummy outer rind into fragments to get at the coveted interior. When
a flock of parrots was at work in a copey, the bits of rind fell like a

shower. The Juice of the rind hardens on their beaks and plumage
like India rubber, and I found it imi)ossible to remove it with water,
although spirits of turpentine dissolved it freely. One of my parrots,

a female, had the tips of all of her tail feathers so badly worn that I

thought at first that I had sliot an escaped cage bird, but I was told

that they nest in hollow trees and tliat their tails are worn by the
smallness of the hollows.

[The specimens collected by Lieutenant Robinson are typical of

A. amazonica.—(J. W. IJ.J

Family CUCULID.E.

38. CROTOPHAGA ANI, Linnaeus.

ANI.

N^ative name " garrapatero," i. e., tick eater, from its alleged habit of

eating the " garrapatos," or ticks, from the backs of cattle.

Common and usually in small parties of from six to a dozen individ-

uals. Found in open land, and often seen walking about among cattle

like our cow bird. I am inclined to believe that these birds not only

associate in communities, but have a nest in common. Upon arriving

at Laguayra, I discovered one of their nests, a bulky structure of coarse

twigs, in a cocoanut palm near the town. I made no attempt to get it,

but on the night of June 25 there was a high wind, and, going out the

Dext morning, I found that the nest had blown down. It had fallen in

rank grass, and all of the eggs were not broken. It had contained 15

fresh eggs, of which nine were uninjured.

39. DIPLOPTERUS N^VIUS (Linnaeus).

TAWNY CUCKOO,
l^ative name " sentin."

I saw several pairs of these birds in the small thickets on the partly

bare hillsides near El Valle, and obtained one specimen.

Family BUCCONID.E.

40. BUCCO BICINCTUS (Gould).

TWO-BANUED PCFF-BIED.

Common, especially in the fringe of trees along the stream from El

Yalle. They are very (piiet birds, and will sit motionless whilst they

are observed from a distance of a few feet. They have a note a little



^66 BIRDS FEOM MARGARITA—EOBINSON. vol.xviii.

like our flickers, and begin slowly on a low key and ran up crescendo,

increasing the rapidity and pitch of the note. They nest in a hole

constructed in the large nests of the white-bodied and chestnutdieaded

wood lice which are common in the trees along the stream.

[A x)air in the collection hardly differ from a specimen from Vene-

zuela, but are very slightly paler on the throat.—C. W. R.]

Family PICID.E.

41. MELANERPES SUBELEGANS (Bonaparte).

BONAPARTE'S WOODPECKER.

Native name ''carpintero."

Abundant. Their nests near El Valle were usually constructed in

cocoa palms. On July 9 at El Valle a child brought in to me a young-

bird barely able to fly,

[The proper name for the present bird is without doubt .If. subelegans

of Bonaparte, although some ornithologists, principally the English,

have for a long time relegated this name to the synonymy of MeJanerpcs

aurifroiis (Wagler), probably following Sclater, who seems to have
been the first to make the mistake.

This form was first described by Bonaparte^ under the name Ceniurus

snheJegans. He compared his bird Avith the G. cJegaiis of Swainson,

and gave the locality as "Mexico.'' In 1850, in his " Conspectus," he
again described it in almost the same words, but corrected the locality

to ''A^enezuela." Here he quoted as refeiences his original description

and 'Hricolor! Gr. 1849, ex Wagl. 1829." In the first description he

neglected to mention the color of the abdomen, but did so in the

second, giving it as red. In describing G. subelegans he writes, "fronte

et cervice subauratis," and in a comparison which follows says it

"resembles Mr. Swaiuson's Genturus elegans^ but is well distinguished

by wanting the very conspicuous black superciliary spot and by the

much less brilliant gold color of the crown." This agrees very well in

the mam with the bird now under consideration, but M. aiiri/rons

(Wagler), with which this description is made to fit by those who reject

the name subelegans, is a much larger bird, and with the golden color

of the nape fully as brilliant, if not even more so. It has a yellow

belly, while subelegans (as shown in his second description) has a red

belly. If he had been comparing M. auri/rons with M. elegans in the

original description of G. subeleg((ns, he would probably have mentioned
the great difference iu size, as he did iu comparing his G. santa-crusi

with P. auri/rons [=rubrii-entris] a few pages over in the same paper.^

ISTow, there is a discrepancy in his description of subelegans, when
applied to the present bird, for he says " fronte et cervice subauratis;"

the bird long known as G. tricolor has the forehead yellow, but the nape

1 Proc. Zool. Soc. Lond., 1837, 109.

2proc. Zool. Soc, 1837, p. 116.
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is red, paler tbau the crown, autl se])arate{l from it. In some speci-

mens, as in tlie Margarita example in worn plumage, this red naj^e is

considerably worn and faded, and has a distinct golden line, with only

a slight tint of red remaining. Oonld m^t Bonaparte have based his

description on a similar specimen? At any rate, red or yellow, the

nape is never as broad or brilliant as in ele(jans.

Here is Bonai)arte"s second description, the words in brackets being

those uot fonnd in the original one:

[Mbiof], alho-nigroqucfasclatiis; subtiis, cum capile, dilute cinerascnis: vertice labdom-

inisque medio} rahria: fronle ct cervice siihanratin: [macula oculari nitjra ?(«//«].

The words "minor'' and "macnla oculari nigra nulla'' are compara-

tive with C. eleiiaiiH immediately i)receding this description ; the ''abdom-

inis(pie medio" [rubris] refers to the color of the abdomen, lacking iu

the original description. Now this does not refir to M. aurifrons, and

the objection to Bonaparte's name appears to rest on tliis point.

The specific name tricolor has very commonly been used to designate

the birds ranging from the Isthmus through Colombia and Venezuela.

This name was first used by Gmelin, whose Ficus tricolor, said to inhabit

Mexico, is considered unrecognizable. Later, Wagler described iu

detail a bird in the Berlin Museum as Picm tricolor,^ thought to be from

Mexico, but since shown by Cabanis to have come from Cartagena,

Colombia.

Recently Salviii and Godman ' have very properly discarded the name

tricolor of Wagler for the bird inhabiting the Isthmus and ai)plied a

new name, icagleri, in its stead. Von Berlepsch described Centurm ter-

ricolor"^ from the "Orinoco district or Trinidad" some years ago, and

compared his bird with Bogota specimens, which were thought to be

tricolor. The former was said to differ from tricolor in being larger,

with longer bdl, darker on head and under parts, and in barred upper

tail coverts. Now, if Orinoco or Venezuelan examples are compared

with Panama specimens, which are the same as the Cartagena form, we

shall have to describe them as smaller instead of larger than '^ tricolor^'!

In other words, we have three forms—one, u-a(jleri, from Ohiriqui,

Panama, and along the coast of Colombia; second, a smaller form in

Venezuela, including Tobago, the Orinoco region, and probably Trini-

dad; and finally a still smaller form from Bogota, which appears to be

unnamed, and may be called neglectn.s. Tlie second form mentioned is

the one called terricolor by Von Berlepsch, but is really the .suhcle<jans

of Bonaparte, and this latter name should be emph>yed in its place.

The characters given in the books to separate u-a(jlcri from sHbeleijans

are not very satisfactory. I can not find any difference in the color of

the under parts (but should state that 1 have seen no males oi neglect us),

and the barring of the upper tail-coverts and rump are very uncertain

and occur in both forms more or less. There is a difiereuce iu size.

1 Isis, 1829, 512.

2Biol. Cent. Am., Aves, II, 1895, 416.

3 Ibis, 1880, 113.
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especially ill leiigtb of wing, wliicli will aid in distingaishing them; the
size of the bill is, however, about the same in both forms. The best
character I can find is in the extent of the red crown, which is con-
tinuous with the nape in wagleri, but separated from it in suhelegans,

altliough this may prove of no value when a large series shall have
been examined. What the difference on this point is between neglect us

and the two just mentioned I am unable to say.

In view of the above lacts I would follow Dr. Allen' in restoring
Bonaparte's name suhelecjaris for the Venezuelan form and the three
birds will then stand

:

Melanerpes subele'jans (Boxaparte). Venezuela; Tobago.
Melancrpes suhelegans ivaijlerl (Salvin aud Godman,. Chiriqni. Panama, toast

region of Colombia.

Melanerpes suhelegans neglectus, Ricii.moxd. Bogota.

As type of this last, I will designate Xo. 47081, U.S.N.M., female
adult; ^'Bogota;" Hon. A. A. Burton. Wing, 3.9G; tail, 1.8.5; tarsus,

0.70; exposed culmen, 0.72 inches.—C. W. K.]

Family CAPRDHTLGID.E.

42. CHORDEILES ACUTIPENNIS (Boddaert).

SOUTH AMERICAN NIGHT HAWK.

Native name '' aguaita caniino," i. e., road watcher, from its habit of
flitting along the road at dusk and lighting in front of the traveler.

I flushed a few in rambling through the scrub near Porlanuir, but
secured only one. At p]l Yalle I saw them flying overhead at early
dawn, and they then looked exactly like our night hawk.

Family MICROPODID^.

43. CH.ETURA CINEREIVENTRIS LAWRENCEI, Ridgway.

LAWRENCE'S SWIFT.

Abundant at El Valle shortly after daybreak, and again at sundown.
One specimen secured.

[This specimen is quite like the type, but the wing is a bit shorter.—
C. W. B.]

Family TBOCHILID.E.

44. DOLEROMYA PALLIDA, Richmond.

BUFF-BREASTED HUMMING BIRD.

Doleromija pallida, Richmoxd, Auk, XII, October, 1895, p. 369.

The characteristic feature of the vegetation of the flat coast region of
Margarita is the post cactus, the "cardon" of the natives, of which several
species occur. These upright, spiny posts would apjicar to the stiauger
as productive of nothing that would sustain life, but such is not the case.

' Bull. Anier. Mus. Nat. Hist.. IV, 1892, 55.
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One species ill particular [Ceveus Nicarizii, Grisebach) bears at uncertain
points along- its columnar stem globular fruit, sonn^ of which are as larue

as small peaches. When green, they are hard and so thickly beset with
needle-like spines that they can not be picked up even when broken oft'

and lying on the ground. But as they ripen, their color turns from
green to dark red, the spines separate and fall off in little clumps, the
skin of the fruit cracks like an overripe fig, drops of nectar begin to

trickle forth, and are at once detected by the buff-breasted humming
bird, who hastens to make a delicious meal. Tint other keen eyes are

also on a lookout for the treat, and very soon the big troupial tears his

way into the sweet pulp, the mockingbird, yellow oriole, grasscjuit, and
black and yellow honey creeper take what he leaves, and the empty
shell withers in the sun and falls to the earth. In a few days 1 learned

that the birds were better judges of fruit than I, and whenever I saw a

buff-breasted hummer poised before the fruit of a cardon, I at once

knocked it down with my gun barrel and proceeded to enjoy it. Wiieu
ripe, the outer skin is easily separated from the pulp, which is dark red

and glutinous, thickly filled with small, black, seeds like grains of

powder. The flavor is delicious, somewhat like strawberry with the

acidity removed. The buff-breasted hummers eat not only the juice

but also the flesh of this fruit, and this, with the little tuberose- shaped,

wax like, coral-red flowers of the melon cactus and the larger flowers

of the tuna and cardones, constitute their food supply. They are not

found where these do not occur in abundance, and they are therefore

strictly limited to the coast region of Margarita.

On the second day after my arrival at Margarita I was hunting in

the scrub w^heii I heard the notes of a bird singing near at hand. I at

first thought that it was the gnat-catcher, which was common there-

abouts, but as it struck me that the song was louder than a gnat

catcher's, I walked up quietly, and to my surprise discovered that it

emanated from a humming bird. It is a great mistake to think that

humming birds can not or do not sing. The Amazilia alieiw has a well-

marked and strong song of three notes, repeated a varying number of

times, and the little GhloroHillhon carlbhwa has a more varied though

much weaker song, but the buff-breasted hummer is a nightingale com-

pared to them. In singing they perch upon some prominent twig and

elevate their beaks. The notes can be heard at a distance, and I

(piickly found that the easiest way to get specimens was to wait until

one was heard singing and then go at once to the &\)ot. In this way I

secured some twenty, and could eaisly have gotten many nnn-e. As
among the lot only two were females, 1 think that the males alone sing.

On July 20 I found a nest with two eggs, incubated for a few days.

It was saddled up(m the branch of a small nettle bush only 2 feet from

the ground, and was covered with lichens. The female sat with her

tail high in the air and her wings beneath her tail. She was so fearless

that she suffered me to photograph her on the nest, and afterwards

lift her off with my hand, when she immediately returned to the eggs.
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[Tijpe.—^hxla adult, No. 151069, U.S.KM.; Margarita Island, July

5, 1895; Wilt Robiusou; collector's No. 432. Similar to B.fallax, but

luueli paler below, wliere pale buiiy fulvous; metallic greeu of upper

parts less brilliant and less brassy; size the same. Upper mandible

and tip of lower, black; lower mandible flesh color. Wing, 2.41; tail

(central feathers), 1.40; exposed culmen, 0,82 inches.

Female adult, Xo. 151070, U.S.X.M.; Margarita Island, July 4, 1895;

same collector (No. 409). Does not differ from the male. Wing, 2.28;

tail (central feathers), 1.34; exposed culmen, 0.85 inches.

Lieutenant Robinson collected over twenty specimens of this species,

which I have compared with three si)ecimens of B.fallax belonging to

the American Museum of Natural History and kindly loaned for that

purpose by Dr. J. A, Allen, They are uniformly paler than the three

examples of D.faUax, and all, without exception, have pale flesh-colored

lower mandibles, while those of D.fallax are apparently yellow when
fresh. At any rate, the American Museum specimens have the appear-

ance of having had yellow lower mandibles in life. There does not

appear to be any appreciable variation in the amount of white on the

outer tail feathers in D. XialUda, and the area occupied by white on

these feathers is the same in both species.

In both forms the feathers of the under i)arts are edged with buff, the

less exposed part of the feathers being different shades of fulvous (light

in D. pallMa and darker in falJax), consequently, the more worn the

plumage, the darker the birds appear. The majority of specimens of

D. pallida are in somewhat worn plumage, while the three specimens

of B.fallax are in quite fresh condition, hence the differences between

the two species pointed out above will probably be greater when the

two birds are compared in the same condition of plumage.—C. W. E.]

45. AMAZILIA ALICI^E, Richmond.

ALICE'S 'HUMMING BIRD.

AmazUia allcicv, Richmond, Auk, XII, October. 1895, p. 3(38.

The range of this brilliant humming bird is just the reverse of that

of the lueceding—that is, none at all were found in the coast region,

and only a few in El Valle; but in ascending the heavily wooded moun-

tains in rear, they became more abundant until when I had reached the

l^erpetual clouds that hung about the peak and entered an atmosphere

of mist, they were seen in all directions. The type si^ecimen, a finely

plumaged male, I shot from a mango tree as I sat in its shade drink-

ing the milk of a cocoanut. It fell within a few feet of me and was at

once seized hj a wandering chicken which made off" at full speed fol-

lowed by me in hot jiursuit. Fortunately there were no thorns to

impede me, and although I broke down a banana plant in my headlong

chase, I pressed the chicken so closely that it finally dropped my
prize.

[Type.—^h\\e adult, No. 151007, U.S.N.M.; Margarita Island, Jaly
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4,1895; Wirt Eobinsoii; collector's No. 408. Foreliead, forepart of

crown, lores, ear-eoverts, cbceks, sides of ueck, and under parts bril-

liant metallic green; nape, under wing-coverts, and axillaries less

metallic green, and of a brassy line; bind crown, wing-coverts (except

l)rinmry coverts, which have hardly a shade of metallic color), and back
metallic reddish bronze, most intense on the latter, and almost disaj*-

pcaring on rump; upper tail-coverts pale chestnut, some of the feath-

ers centered with purplish blue, which is \isible only npon distnrbing

tlie feathers; under tail-coverts uniform ]»ale chestnut, without any
metallic centers to the feathers, and without admixture of whitish

feathers; thighs and crissum silky white; flanks with a tuft of downy
white feathers, which are normally concealed; wings blackish, with
slight bluish reflections; tail blue black; upper mandible black, lower
mandible flesh color except at tip, where black. Wing, 2.07 ; tail (outer

feather), 1.27; depth of fork, 0.18; culmen, 0.80 inches.

Female adult, Xo. 1510G8, r.S.N.:\I.; Margarita Ishmd, -July (,

1895; same collector (ISTo. 483). Similar to the male, but dnller; fore-

crown and forehead nuich less brilliant, and not sharply separated from

the bronzy shade of hind crown; abdomen mostly dnll dusky gray.

Wing, 2.04; outer tail feather, 1.24; depth of fork, O.Ki; culmen, 0.81

inches.

Lieutenant Robinson brought back eight specimens of this pretty

bird, which is named in honor of Mrs. Eobinson. It is closely allied to

AmazUia fdiciw of the adjacent uiainlaud, but is evidently distinct. I

have been unable at this time to compare the new species with males

of felieia', but, fortunately, Lieutenant Robinson stopped long enough

at Laguayra to collect six females of the latter, which are of excep-

tional interest here, as they were collected at about the same time as

those of the new form and are therefore iu exactly the same state of

plumage. Comparing females, then, the new form differs fvomfcJicia' in

having the posterior part of the crown and back reddish bronze instead

of green; in having the rump and upper tail coverts i)ractically with-

out metallic color; the tail less brilliant and steel black instead of blue

bla(;k; under tail-coverts uniform pale chestnut, without any metallic

green or steel blue feathers. This species is also larger than A.fclicice.

In the series of six females of the latter, the under tail-coverts are

mixed chestnut and metallic green or steel blue, with occasional gray-

ish feathers; the upper parts are brassy green in four of the speci-

mens, a wash of bronze on the back of the fifth, aid quite as pro-

nounced bronze in the sixth as in S]»ecimens of alicia', but the bronzy

appearance is probably due to a stain in this specimen, and covers more

of the rump and upper tail-coverts than in specimens of alicia'.

The sexes are easily separable in this si)ecies and from its close

affinity to A. tohaci, A. erythronota, and A.fcUcia-, the same is doubtless

the case with them. The glittering green cap of the male sharply cut

oft" from the duller remainder of the crown will at once distinguish it

from the fenuile.—C. W. Iv.l



672 BIBDS FROM MARGARITA—ROBINSON. vol. xvm.

4i;. CHLOROSTILBON CARIBB^A, Lawrence.

ATALA'S EMERALD.

Abuiulaut iu El Valle and around tlie plantations in rear, but very

few seen in the coast region.

Humming birds wbicli in Colombia are called " i)ica Acres " or

''chupa flores" (flower peckers or flosrer suckers), aie called '• colibri"

farther to the east, and at Laguayra " tocuso " or " tocusito.''' In Mar-

garita, where the i)eculiarities of language amount almost to a dialect,

these terms become "tocucho" and '• tocuchito."

[Ten siDeciuieus from Margarita are indistinguishable from others of

this species.—C. W. E.]

Family PIPEID.E.

47. CHIROXIPHIA LANCEOLATA (Wagler).

LANCE-TAILED MANAKIN.

Native names ''comi toro" and ''tintoro," from the fancied resem-

blance of their notes to these words.

They were abundant in the heavy forests in rear of El Yalle and
usually kept near the water courses. Their notes had a peculiar liquid

and bell like quality to them, like the lower tones of our wood thrush,

and it was especially difficult to judge the distance and direction of

the singer. At times the notes appeared double, and as I repeatedly

saw a pair of males x)erched on the same branch and almost in contact,

they may have been singing together, although in perfect unison. At
Laguayra on July 25 I found a nest of this species. It was suspended

in a fork of a stinging nettle, about 5 feet from the ground, and was so

very shallow that I wondered why the eggs were not thrown out by the

gentlest breeze. It contained two eggs, one addled and one on the

point of hatching. They were large for the size of the bird and resem-

bled the eggs of our red bird {CardinaJls).

Family TYRAXNID.E.

48. MILVULUS TYRANNUS (Linnaeus),

FORK-TAILED FLYCATCHER.

Xative name "tijereta."'

Abundant and coming in large numbers at early dawn to feed on the

seeds of the copey. All that I saw were iu badly worn plumage.

49. TYRANNUS DOMINICENSIS (Gmelin).

GRAY KINGBIRD.

The native name '• pitiri,'' derived from its note, recalls at once the

similar name, ''pipiri," given by Audubon. They were common both
along the coast and in the interior.
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50. TYRANNUS MELANCHOLICUS SATRAPA (Lichtenstein).

CROWNED KINGBIRD.

Common around El Valle, and associating- with tiie fork-tailc(i Uy.

catc'lier in ieedin<^- on the seeds of the copey.

51. MYIARCHUS TYRANNULUS (Muller).

BLACK-BILLED I'ETCHAKV.

Common at all points on the island. At El Valle, on July 10, I

found in a hollow in a small tree in an open field a nest of this species

(containing- four fresh eggs. They cannot be distinguished from those

of our great-crested flycatcher (J/, criiiitus), and as is the case with our

bird tlie nest contained the cast skin of a snake.

[Six specimens are represented in the collection. These are referable

to ilf. fyrannulus, rather than to Mr. Hartert's form breripennis,—
C. W. K.]

52. SUBLEGATUS GLABER, Sclater and Salvin.

VENEZLELAN FLYCATCHEl^'.

Common in the scrub along the coast.

[Three specimens differ from Venezuelan and Trinidad birds only in

being slightly snmller.—C. W. R.]

Family FORMICARIID^.

53. THAMNOPHILUS DOLIATUS (Linnaeus).

BARRED ANT SHRIIvE.

Common in all parts of the island. Some of their notes resemble

the distant cawing of crows. When scolding at an intruder, both male

and female elevate their crests, which seem to spring just in rear of

their nostrils and not from the crown of their heads, as in other birds.

[The specimens collected do not differ from tliose of the mainland or

of Tobago. A female, apparently adult, has narrow subterminal black

edges on the tertiaries, greater and primary wing-coverts, differing in

this way from the numerous other females in our series.—C. W. R.]

54. FORMICIVORA INTERMEDIA, Cabanis.

INTERMEDIATE ANT WREN.

Common and often associated with the spine-tails, creeping about

among dead brush and leaves. The young nuiles have at first the

plumage of the females and their breasts gradually become black in the

same manner as the males of our black-tiiroated green warblers. I

found this bird abundant at Laguayra.

[The Margaritan specimens differ very slightly from those from

Laguayra in having a slightly longer bill.—C. W. R.]

Proc. N. M. 95 43
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Family DENDROCOLAPTID.E.

55. DENDROPLEX LONGIROSTRIS, new species.

MARGAKITAN TKEE CREEPER.

Abuudant in all i>arts of the island. Their nests are constructed in

the post cacti.

[ T//i;e.—Male adult, :J^o. 151701, U.S.X.M.; Margarita, July 1, 1895;

Wirt Robiuson; collector's No. 371. Similar to Dendroplev pieirostris,

but with longer bill and shorter tail; feathers of throat, foreueck, sides

of head and superciliary line uniform l)utfy white, without darker edg-

ings; light ceuters of feathers of lower breast twice as broad as in pici-

rostri.s. Wing, 3.88; tail, 2.97; tarsus, 0.87; exposed culmen, 1.20 inches.

"Legs pale brownish green; irides brown."

The two specimens, male and female, represented in this collection

have been compared with a National Museum Sj)ecimen from Cartagena,

and one from Bogota loaned by tlie Ajuerican Museum. The last is

labeU'd '"compared with type," and found to be "typical." Measure-

ments of the four specimens are given below:

Meatiiircmeuts of DendropJiX pieirostris and 1>. loiKjirostris.

Museum. Sex. Locality.

U.S.N.M ... Adult
j

Cartagena
Am. Mus do

j

Bogotil
U.S.N.M ... Male adnlt Margarita

no Female adult do

Wing.
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58. ICTERUS XANTHORNUS (Gmelin).

YELLOW OKIOLK.

Native name "pespes."

Abundant in all parts of the island, except the heavy forest. Their

lonji' pendent nests were usually placed at the extremity of a waving

leaf of a cocoa i)aliii.

[The Margaritan si)eciiiieiis of Icterus .vanthorniis dilici' considerably

in size from continental birds. There ap])ears to be no difference in

color, but the dimensions (except length of bill) are decidedly beyond

the limit found in both the continental form and the Curacao subsiie-

cies. The length of bill in the live vSpecimens collected is intermediate

between .rtotflionius and curasoi'iisls.! but nearer the former. The wing

and tail measurements of the two adult males from INlargarita, two

males from Curacao, and several from various ])arts of its continental

range, are given below:

Measurements of Ivteriis xanihorniis.

Sex.
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The female differs from the same sex in Q. Inguhri-s in the much lighter,

brownish gray color on throat, gradually passing away on breast and

sides of body. The back and head are also lighter than in V- li(fnibris.

The color and ])attern of coloration are very similar to those of the female

of Moloihrus atcr, but are slightly darker. The wing, tail, and cnlmeu

in both sexes are longer than in (^K Ii(<iiiJ>n.s. We have no specimens of

the latter, and my compacison has been with four specimens belong-

ing to the American Mnseum of Natural History, Measurements of

these specimens, and of the three collected by Lieutenant liobinson, are

here given :

Meusurementu of (Jiiiscahis iiifiiilaris and Q. liigitliris.

Sex.
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Measurements of a pair of G. pliceniceusivom Lake Maracaibo and of
five specimens of (\ rohinsoxi are liere given:

Measnrcmenls of Cardiiiitlis plKruictns.

Sex.

Male adult .

.

Female adult

"Wing. ! Tail.

Lake Maracaibo.
do

I
Inches. Inches.

J. 45 3. 60
:!. -.a 3. r,3

Tarsus.

Inches.
0.94
.07

Ex.
I
LeiiRth

culinen. of crest.

Inches.
0.73
.71

Inches.
1.03
1.43

Measuremciilf! of Curdiiialis robinnoiii.

Locality. Wing. Tail. iTarsus.!
.E;^;^^ Length
culm en. of crest

Male adult. ..

Do
Do

Ffmale adult
Do

Margarita Lsland

.

do
do
do
do

!
Inches. Inches, i Inches. Inches. Inches.

3.26
3.20
3.20
3.13
3.20

3.29
3.20
3. 10
3.06
3.13

0.9G
.95
.95
.91

0.70 1.17
.69 1.13
.70 1.18
.69 l.U
.73 1.25

C. ^Y. R.]

61. VOLATINIA JACARINI SPLENDENS (Vieillot).

GLOSSY GRASSQUIT.

I saw at El Valle perhaps a half dozen individuals. As in the case

of Tachi/phonus melaleucus, the white shoulder patches become hidden

in made-up skins.

62. EUETHEIA OMISSA (Jardine).

VENEZUELAN (iKASSc^nT.

Plentiful in the scrub near the coast.

[This is the form rejiresented on Margarita. A male from this island

and one from Laguayra are very much alike, except tliat the under t.iil-

coverts in the former are blackisli, with light olive grayisli edgings,

while in the latter these are broadly edged with yellowish white. In

other respects they are quite similar.—C W. K.]

Family TANAGRID.E.

63. TACHYPHONUS MELALEUCUS ( Sparrmanj.

HLACK AND WHITE TANA(iER.

A good many of these tanagers came to feed on the seeds of the

copey.

64. TANAGRA PALMARUM MELANOPTERA ( Hartlaub).

HLA('K-\VIN(ii;i) I'AL.M TANAGEK.

Native name •'•chiquia.'' from its note.
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65. TANAGRA GLAUCOCALPA ( Cabanis).

GLAUCOUS BLUE-WINGED TANAGER.

Native name ^' azulejo."

These two taiiagers were equally abundant around EI Yalle. Their

favorite food was the ripe papaya fruit, but they also fed on mangoes
and copey seeds.

[Between two Margarita exami)les and two froui kSabanilla, Colombia,

there is some color difference, the former being somewhat brighter blue

on breast and sides, and brighter in color generally, which, however,

may be due to their fresli condition, the othcir specimens being old

skins. The Margaritau exami)les are slightly larger, with more robust

(but not longer) bills. The differences in dimensions may be seen in the

following table

:

Measurements of Tauaijra (jlaucocalpa.

Sex.

Maleadnlt
Female ailult

Adult
Do

Locality.

Margarita.
do

Sabanilla..
do

"Wing.

Inches.
a. 52
i 45
3.23
3.39

Tail.
Cul-
men.

Inches. Inches.
2.49 0.57
2.00 .59
2. 32 . 57
2. 41

,
. 57

C. W. R.]

Family HIKLT:<DINID.E.

6(3. PROGNE CHALYBEA (Gmelin).

STEELY-IUCKED MARTIN.

Native name, ''golondrina."

A large colony of these had their nests under the tiles of the houses

in Porlamar, and a second colony nested in the church at El Yalle.

Family VJREONID.E.

67. VIREO CHIVI AGILIS ( Lichtenstein).

• AGILE VIREO.

Common in the forests around El Valle. Its resemblance to a highly

colored red eyed vireo is strengthened by a portion of its song, which

is indistingaishable from that of our bird.

[A single specimen in the collection appears to be }»erfectly ty))ical.

—

C. W. E.]

68. HYLOPHILUS GRISEIPES, new species.

GRAY-FOOTED HYLOPHILUS.

This little vireo was common in the coast region and was usually

found in the ca(,'tus hedges boidering the road, where its actions seemed
much like those of our Maryland yellow throat.
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^
^Typc.—'Sh\1(} adult, No. 151741, TT.S.N.M.; Margarita. July ;5, lS!»r>;

Wirt Robinson; collector's No. 101.

Upper parts olive green, clearer greenish on ruHii» and upper tail-

coverts, with a grayish wash, particularly on top ot head; tail similar,

edged externally with lighter green, inner webs of most of the feathers

narrowly edged with yellowish green; primaries blackish brown,

becoming lighter on secondaries and tertiaries, which latter are similar

in color to the tail, aud bordered on imter webs witli greenish lil<e outer

webs of the rectrices; wing-coverts similar to the back; bend of wing,

axillaries, under wing coverts, inner webs of (piills (except at tips), and

under tail-coverts bright light yellow, deepest on axilhiries, and least

so on under tail-coverts. Throat grayish white; center of breast and

sides of abdomen creamy buff; center of a1)domen butfy silky white;

sides of breast, body, and Hanks greenish buff; superciliary line gray-

ish buff; lores, sides of forehead, near bill, and sides of head grayish

white. Bill blackish, paler at base of lower mandible; legs and "feet

grayish-lead." Wing, 2.05; tail, 1.00; tarsus, 0.07; exposed culmen,

0.43; exposed portion of tirst primary, 0.74 inches. A second male

measures: Wing, 2.12; tail, 1.59; tarsus, O.OS; exposed culmen, 0..39;

exposed portion of first primary, 0.G8 inches.

This species appears to be most closely related to H.fiaripes. but is

smaller, without the yellowish bill and feet, and lacks the yellowish

tinge on the under parts, superciliary line, forehead, lores, etc. It has

the dark feet of anrantufrons, but differs from it very decidedly ui

other respects. It is also apparently (luite different from E. fernqjinei-

frons aud H. luteifrons of Sclater.

Family COEREBID.E.

69. COEREBA LUTEOLA Cabanis).

VENEZUELAN HONEY CREEPER.

Common in the scrub, feeding principally on the fruit of the cardon.

[Two males from ^Margarita do not differ from others of this spcnaes.—

0. W. E.]

70. ARBELORHINA CYANEA EXIMIA (Cabanis).

VENEZUELAN GUIT-GUIT.

The native name of this beautiful little bird, '-copciciUo," is given

because it feeds almost entirely on the seeds of the copey.

At certain hours of the day they swarmed in the tree tops. In speci-

mens from Margarita the beak is nearly one-third longer tnan m

others from various parts of its Central and South American range

aud this variation might possibly be accounted for from the tact that

being unable to tear the thick rind of the copey fruit, they must depend
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upon reaching the seeds in the narrow clefts by means of their slender

and long beaks.

[A series of tliirteen specimens from INIargarita i)resent the characters

claimed for this subspecies very clearly. Tlie accomi)anyi!!g tigure,

representing an average Centi'al American bird, and also the longest

billed Margaritan specimen, will sliow tliegreatdifTferencein lengthof bill

between the two forms. S])ecimens of .4. c. tximui from the niainla; d

of Vene/Aiela (from whence the form was oiiginally described) are not,

judging from the material in the U. S. National Museum collection, very

constant in regard to the characters of this subs])ecies. some of the

specimens from that country being very close to the true eyanea. There

is also a wide variation in length of bill in

.^.'''^Trrr'^ specimens from Trinidad and Tobago, where
^—

—

(g^
(f^'"'--

^^^======r::^:;;^^_W',..-' exitnia appears to occur.

\ The average length of the exposed culmen
in ten males from ^largarita is 0.82 inch, the

^<<^^^'^^^r~"^ extremes being 0.73 and O.DU inch. Dr. J. A.
"^

^^~S^^-S^-^ Allen gives the a\'erage length of exposed

Y culmen in fifteen males from Matto Giosso,

selected at random, as 0.54 inch, with ex-

"^^''IxmiA^AN™"™™''' tremes of 0.48 and O.o9 inch, these figures

all tailing considerably below the minimum
measurement in the Margaritan males.

In three ^largaritan females the exposed culmen averages 0.78 inch,

with 0.85 and 0.G4 inch as extremes, the last being much tlie shortest

of the entire series. In nine nmles the wing measurements average

2.5G inches, with extremes of 2,48 and 2.70 inches; the fifteen males

measured by Dr. Allen average 2.68 inches, with extremes of 2.57 and
2.7(> inches.

The Margaritan birds do not ditt'er in color from those of other locali-

ties, and in this respect individuals from one end of the bird's range to

the other are remarkably uniform.—C. W. 11.]

Family MIMID.^.

71. MIMUS GILVUS (Vieillot).

GRACEFUL MOCKING BIRD.

^"^ative name " i)araulata.''

With the exception of the scaled dove, this was the most abundant
bird on the island, being found everywhere excei)t in the heavy forest.

On July 15 I found a nest with tliree partly incubated eggs which were
indistinguishable from those of our mocking bird.

[In three s])ecimens from Margarita the length of the exposed cul-

men varies from 0.75 to 0.85 inch, giving the birds a place intermediate

between f/ilvtis and rostratus.—0. W. R.

I
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Family SYLVIID.E.

71'. POLIOPTILA PLUMBICEPS, Lawrence.

LAWKKNCK'S GNATCATC HER.

roiiopfila j)h(i>ibiceps, Lawui.xce, Proc. Acad. Sci. Fliil., ISti.o, ;^7.

Abundant at all i)oints on the island, its lial)its closely resembling

those of our gnateatcher.

[Five specimens, including two males, were collected at Laguayra and
Margarita. These are sutticiently distinct from ]\ iiifiricep.s (»f western

Mexico to deseive a name, aud P. phiinhiccj>.s of Lawrence, altliongh a

misnomer, is the only available name I have been able to tind. 'I'his

species was based on a female or young male from Venezuela, ami was
thought by ^Ir. Lawrence to represent a fourth section of the genus,

having the entire crown dark plumbeous. The adult male has, how-

ever, as black aud glossy a cap as P. nuiriccps. From the ty[)e and
two other specimens of P. nUjrkeps! the present specimens difler in

having considerably shorter tails (average about 0.30 inch), wing aud
tarsus also a trifle shorter, and in having slightly broader bills. The
white edging on the outer webs of tertiaries is proujinent in the Vene-

zuelan and Margaritan si)ecimeus. The black base of the outer tail

feather umy end obliquely or transversely (as in two females from

Laguayra), but in three of the si>ecimeus is slightly oblique, and in all

of the specimens is concealed by the under tail-coverts.—C W. K.J

Fandly TLTRDIl)^^^..

73. PLATYCICHLA CARBONARIA (Lichtenstein).

YELLOW-BILLED THRUSH.

Beak, feet, aud lids gamboge yellow, skin around eye yellowish. 1

saw only two individuals and they were in the heavy fcuest up in the

region of i)erpetual mist.

IL HIRDS OBSERVED AT GUANTA, YENEZl^ELA.

On the return trip from Margarita to Laguayra our steamer stopped

for a few hours on July U to take on coal at Guanta, a i)ort 12 miles east

of Barcelona. The harbor is almost landlocked and thoroughly pro-

tected on three sides by high hills. It has a comnuxlicnis wluirf erected

by an English company oi)erating a railroad from (iuanta to Barcelona,

and thence some miles farther into the interior to a coal mine, whence

the company is obtaining a good supply of coal. The hills surrounding

the harbor are fairly well clothed with trees, ami tiie shores aie thi<'kly

fringed with mangrove swam])s, which, owing to the breeze being shut

oft" by the hills, reek witli malaria. At the back of the harltor there

is a tiat valley, down which a toituous stream creeps sluggishly in a
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bed of tenacious blue miul. This valley contains a very extensive cocoa-

nut opove, with plantains growing beneatli the trees. In the mud at

the foot of these trees large blue crabs {Caydisoma f/uanhumi, Latreille)

have their burrows, and sit, like spiders, watching for prey. They
made oft" with two of tlie birds that I shot before I could reach them.

The little red squirrels (Scinrns (vstnani^ hnffmanni), the "arditos" of

the natives, are abundant here. I spent about two hours in this grove

with my buttertiy net and my gun, and ^\ as kept busy. Birds were

seen in every direction and in the greatest abundance; pigeons, doves,

parrakeets, flycatchers, caracara eagles, hawks, delicate little swallow-

tailed swifts [ranyptUa cai/ennrusis:'') flying high in the air, and no less

than eight difterent species of humming birds. The following is a very

imperfect list of my observations

:

1. SULA, sp.

2. PELECANUS FUSCUS, Linnaeus.

3. LEPTOTILA, sp.

4. COLUMBIGALLINA PASSERINA ( Linnaeus).

5. SCARDAFELLA, sp.

6. CATHARISTA ATRATA (Barfram).

7. POLYBORUS CHERIWAY (Jacquinot).

8. CONURUS, sp., probably C. /ERUGINOSUS.

9. CROTOPHAGA ANI, Linnaeus.

10. PANYPTILA CAYENNENSIS?

IL GLAUCIS HIRSUTUS (Gmelin).

12. PHiETHORNIS, sp.

13. HYPUROPTILA BUFFONI (Lesson).

11. FLORICOLA LONGIROSTRIS (Vieillot).

15. AGYRTRIA VIRIDISSIMA (Lesson).

16. AMAZILIA FELICIA (Lesson).

17. CHLOROSTILBON CARIBB^EA, Lawrence.

IX. HELEODYTES NUCHALIS (Cabanis).i

The large wrens {Heleodytes nnchalh) were es])ecially abundant in

marshy thickets along the little stream. They were very voluble, and
were continually spluttering out a magnified edition of the bubbling-

song of our little marsh wren. Like our marsh wrens, they seem to

build surplus nests, for I found no less than six in one small bush.

The nests of cocoa palm liber, lined with hair and feathers, are covered

'Fresh colors of a female collected are: Ivides yellowish wliite; legs light lead;

beak brownish above, flesh below.
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over and have two opening's. 1 fouiid several nests with eggs; one

contained eight IVesh eggs, most of which wore white, but some faintly-

spotted with reddish brown.

III. BIUD8 ORSKKVKl) Al' LAOl'AYRA, VENEZUELA.

I spent altogether ten days at Laguayia, June 20 to 27 and .Inly 2:3

to 20, but finding the birds in very i)(K)r phiniage, I obtained only some

thirty skins and conlined myself to insects.

The lofty mountains in rear of Lagnayra (lescen<l ])r('cipitately into

the sea, having at their feet a narrow strip of fairly level ground, in

some places barely 100 yards wide. The lower portions of these moun-

tains are scantily clad with a growth of scrubby thorn trees and cactus,

but near their summits, where the needed moisture is furnished by the

condensation of clouds, there are heavy forests. Such is the steepness

of the mountain slopes that these forests are practically inaccessible.

However, at a few spots streams And their way down to the sea, and

by ascending the ravines which serve as their beds, one can penetrate

to some distance from the coast. Such a stream is found three-quarters

of a mile east of the town, and in my daily excursions I usually followed

up its course for probably a couple of miles, where progress was stopped

by almost perpendicular slopes. The ravine was well wooded ai:d bird

life was abundant, as it was also around the edges of the fields on the

flat coast strip. High up in this ravine I caught a small light-coloied

crab (P>ieu(Iothelphus<i), which lived in burrows among the roots of

trees, and which has proved to be a new species. 1 also got a number of

lizards and snakes here, and found butterflies in great abundance,

especially the Heliconias, CalUdryas, and Ithomia.s. This was the oidy

spot where I found 3iorp]ios and C((Ui<joe.s, but they were all badly tat-

tered and worn.

The number of birds that 1 identified is but small in proportion to

those that I observed. The following is therefore a very imperfect list

of the birds of the vicinity of Laguayra:

Abundant.

Abundant.

Abundant.

A pair seen.

Manv seen.

1. STERNA, sp.

2. PELECANUS FUSCUS, Linnaeus.

3. FREGATA AQUILA (Linnaeus).

4. EUPSYCHORTYX. sp.

5. LEPTOTILA, sp.

6. COLUMBIGALLINA PASSERINA (Linnaeus).

Abundant.
CATHARTES AURA i

Linnaus).

Abundant.
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Abundant.

Abundant.

CATHARISTA ATRATA (Bartram).

9. CROTOPHAGA ANI, Linnseus.

10. COCCYZUS MELANOCORYPHUS, Vieillot.

One obtained.
11. CERYLE AMERICANA ' Gmelin).

12. MELANERPES, sp.

18. CHiETURA, sp.

U. GLAUCIS HIRSUTUS (Gmelin).

One seen.

One shot.

Abundant.

One seen.

1.'). HYPUROPTILA BUFFONI (Lesson).

A pair obtained.

It). AMAZILIA FELICIiE (Lesson).

Abundant.

17. CHLOROSTILBON CARIBBiEA, Lawrence.

Abundant; some young males obtained in June in an intermediate

stage of jilumage.

18. THAMNOPHILUS DOLIATUS (Linnseus).

Common.
19. FORMICIVORA INTERMEDIA, Cabanis.

Abundant.
20. CHIROXIPHIA LANCEOLATA (Wagler).

Common in the forest.

21. POGONOTRICCUS.i sp.

One shot.

22. PLATYRHYNCHUS MYSTACEUS INSULARIS,- Allen.

One skin obtained.

28. TODIROSTRUM CINEREUM (Linnseus).

Common.
24. QUISCALUS, sp.

Common.

' [This specimen is immature, and .so different from the adnlts of .any of the known
species that I am unable to identify it. In color it somewhat resembles Suhlegatus

glahcr, but the wing bars are tinged with biiffy brown instead of white.—C. W. R.]

-[A specimen with a slight coronal patch, marked female, agrees in this respect

with several females collected in Trinidad by Mr. Chapman. This example is very

close to Triniilad birds, but is darker green on the upper parts, the wings are less

brown, the wing bars are lighter, the ear-coverts nnd orbital ring are clearer yellow,

and the abdomen is also clearer and lighter yellow. These <lifferences are not ver)-

pronounceil, however. The type female from Tobago is somewhat lighter on the

back than Trinidad examjiles, and the latter bear the s;ime relation to the Laguayra

specimen. The last named is the farthest removed from /'. luytitaceuH from IJrazil,

and also from the type of insularw.—C. \V. K.J
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L'5. VOLATINIA JACARINI SPLENDENS (Vieillot).

roiiinion.

26. EUETHEIA OMISSA (Jardine).

Abmulaut.

27. TACHYPHONUS MELALEUCUS (Sparrman).

CoinillOll.

28. TANAGRA CANA ?

Comuioii,
29. PROGNE CHALYBEA (Gmelin).

Conuiioii.
30. ATTICORA CYANOLEUCA (Vieillot).

AbiintUmt.
31. VIREO CHIVI AGILIS ( Lichtenstein).

Coiniuoii.
32. COEREBA LUTEOLA (Cabanis).

Comuiou.
33. POLIOPTILA PLUMBICEPS, Lawrence.

Common.
34. THRYOTHORUS RUTILUS. Vieillot.

One obtained.

35. TROGLODYTES RUFULUS, Cabanis.

This species is common, nesting in the crevices among the leafstalks

of the cocoa palms. Its song is almost exactly the same as that of our

house wren.
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