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particularly their smaller and slenderer bill, and the greater straight-

ness of the culmen. The eastern species he divides into three different

forms

:

(1) Sitta laicalcnsis Taczan., similar in coloration to S. europcea, having the flanks

stronglj' marked with deep chestnut brown ; from the surroundings of Irkutsk,

Lake Baikal, and Dauria.

(2) Sitta amuremsis Swinh., distinguished from the foregoing form by the ochraceous

color occupying the whole surface of the abdomen in strong contrast with the

pure and silky white of the breast and fore neck ; it occni s from Amur through-

out Ussuri aud Northern China.

(3) Sitta albifrons Taczan., characterized by a white forehead, a broad white super

ciliary stripe, a white band across the wing ; by the flanks being pure white

with hardly any trace of chestnut ; and by the greater extent of tiie white spot

on the tail ; this form inhabits the peninsula of Kamtschatka.

As already intimated, the Hondo Nuthatch agrees with typical iS.

amurensis. The Yesso bird, on the other hand, does not agree with ;8^.

haicalensis, nor with S. albifrons. It lacks the chestnut flanks of the

former, but has instead a faint ochraceous tinge on the abdomen and

flanks, and there are only faint i^idicatious of the positive characters

distinctive of its Kamtschatkan relative. 1 have, therefore, concluded

to give it a separate name, in order to better keep these nearly allied forms

apart. Finally, I have before me a specimen from the "Kuril Islands,"

which in all essential features is a pretty typical S. albifrons Taczan.
Further remarks are to be found later on under the heading of each

sei^arate form. Those occurring in Japan may be distinguished by the

following
SYNOPSIS.

a^ Flanks tinged with buff.

6' Flanks rufescent buff with a strongly marked chestnut patch ; buff extending to

the lower breast S. amurensis.

1)^ Flanks pale creamy buff, without a distinct chestnut patch : buff' not extending

1 eyond the abdomen 5. a. clara.

a^ Flanks white S. a. albifrons.

From the measurements to be given further on, it will be seen that

the three Japanese forms do not differ materially inter se. Another

character which they seem to possess in common is that all the superfi-

cial frontal feathers which are directed forward and conceal the nostrils

are white, even in the southern examples.

(222 jja;/.) Sitta amurensis Swinh.

Hondo Nuthatch. Ki-mawari.

1850.—f f Sitta roseilia Bonaparte, Consp. Av., i, p. 227.

1871.

—

Sitta amurensis Swiniioe, P. Z. S., 1871, p. 350.—Seebohm, Brit. B. Eggs, i, p.

525 (1883).— Blakist., Amend. List B. Jap., ]> 5i (^1884).

1878.

—

Sitta europa'a Blakiston & Pryer, Ibis, 1878, p. iSa (part) (wee Linn.).—lid.

Tr. As. Soc. Jap., viii, 1880, p. 219 (/jarO-—Blakist., Curysanth., Feb.,

1883, p. —.—JouY, Pr. U. S. Nat. Mus., vi, 1883, p. 287.

1882,

—

Sitia, europa'a subsp, uralensis Blakiston & Pryer, Tr, As. Soc. Jap., x,

1882, p. 152 (part).—Blakist., Am. List B, Jap., p. 51 (jyart) (1884).

Tliis Ibrm may, or may not, be Bonaparte's Sitta roseilia. He only

gives the following description: '' S. roseilia., Bp. ex Japonia. iSubtus
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alba,lateribus crissoque pulchre castaneo-roseis I"" As be iudicates no

specimen the probability is, that he has only named the Sitta mentioned

in Temminck and Sclilegel's Fauna Japonica, which was inserted upon

the authority of a native drawing. The name may safely be passed

over as absolutely indeterminable; in fact, so far as the description is

concerned, it iits better Taczanowski's^>S'. haicalensis.

As already remarked, there seems to be no reason to doubt this bird

being identical with true S. amurensis. 1 may mention, however, that

a specimen from Amur (TJ. S. Nat. Mus. No. 98.131), the only one at my
command, has the nasal feathers entirely black, and no trace of a whitish

edge to the tips of tbe greater wing-coverts, while in the Japanese

birds, the superficial nasal plumes are pure white, and a narrow white

streak runs across the wing. As the Amur specimen, however, is in

a somewhat abraded plumage these difference.'* may be insignificant,

but I should like to get information as to these features in typical

birds in fresh plumage. The siieciraen mentioned agrees very well with

the Japanese birds in regard to dimensions.

Measurements.

? * Collector and orig-
inal number.

961.51 Pryer; B.,

91355: Jouy, 633

91356 Jouy, 663
91357 Jouy, 671
91358 Jouy, 745

109358'

Locality.

ad.
(/ad.

cf ad.
c/ad.
cf ad.*j

d ad.
I

109359]
I cf ad.

|

Nikto, Hondo
Chiusenji Lake,
Hondo.

do
do

Tata Tama, Hondo.

.

Suruga, Hondo
do

Date.

Aug
Aug.

Sept.
Sept.
Oct
Nov.
Nov.

,
1879

29, 1882

4, 1882
6, 1882

31, 1882
21, 1884
23, 1884

Average measurements of seven specimens 80

-3 a

5fe

mm.
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(222 ^ar<.) Sitta amurensis clara Bubsp. nov.

Tesso Nuthatcli. Ki-mawari.

1858.

—

Sitta sibirica Cassin, Pr. Pbilada. Acad., 1858, p. 195 (nee Brehm, 1855).

1862.—Sitta roseilia Blakiston, Ibis, 1862, p. 322 (nee Bonap., 1850 ?).—Jd., ibid., 1863,

p. 99.

1863.

—

Sitta nralensis Blakiston, Ibis, 1863, p. 89 (nee Light., 1834).

1867.

—

Sitta europwa Whitely, Ibis, 1867, p. 196 (nee Linn.).—Swinhoe, Ibis, 1874, p.

152.—Blakist.&Pryer, Ibis, 1878, p. 2m(part).—Iid., Tr. As. Soc. Jap.,viii,

1880, p. 218 (part).—Seebohm, Ibis, 1879, p. 34.

—

Blakist., Chrysanth., Jan.,

1883, p. 30.

1882.

—

Sitta europwa svibsp. uralensis Blakiston & Pryer, Tr. As. Soc. Jap., x, 1882, p.

152 (jpar*).—Blakist., Chrysanth., Oct., 1882, p. 522.—Id., Am. List. B. Jap.,

p. 51 (part) (1884).

DiAGN.—Similar to Sitta ainurensis, hnt with the whole breast white, and the abdo-

men and flanks only faintly suffused with a creamy buff.

Hab.—Yesso, Japan.

Type.—U. S. Nat. Mus., No. 91547.

The specimens before me are apparently all females, and male birds

from Yesso are, therefore, very desirable. In addition to the character

indicated in the diagnosis these females are noteworthy for the nearly

complete absence of chestnut on the flanks and the paleness of the

brown edges of the- under tail-coverts. Probably, the males will show

more of the chestnut color, but judging from analogy I think it safe to

say that the amount will be perceptibly less than in the Hondo birds.

This, of course, is only a slight northern modification of 8. amurensis,

the white color of which has increased to a perceptible extent. In con-

sequence the trace of white at the frontal line, the white superciliary

line, the white line across the wing formed by the ends of the great

coverts, and the white band across the external tail-feathers, are more

distinct or broader, features still more pronounced in the next form.

Measurements.

m

CO
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The following table is compiled from Captain Blakiston's notes and
gives the total length of 17 specimens as measured by him.

Measurements by Captain Blakiston.

1
o
"a

1
1
s
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APPENDIX TO THE MARSH-TITS (see autea, pp. 378-382).

Since the above was written and transmitted for publicatioa I have
had an opportunity of examining- some additional and very valuable

material, which Mr. Henry Seebohm has had the kindness to send me for

inspection, a courtesy for which I hereby render my sincere thanks.

Besides two specimens of Parus songarns Seveez., which present the

ap])earance of a very marked species^ and a specimen of a Marshtit from

Pekin, collected by Mr. R. Swinhoe, which is very much like the Eu-
roj^ean forms P. palustris and dresseri, though lighter a!id clearer than

both, and differing from them in about the same degree as does P. baica-

lensis from P. horealis, the collection sent by Mr. Seebohm contains two
typical P. horealis, two P. baicalensis from Krasnoyarsk, two P. brevi-

rostris from Amur, and two specimens from Yesso, which appear to be

the types upon which, in 1879, Mr. Seebohm based his P. japonicus.

One of these is Whitely's No. 97a, the other Blakiston's No. 1121.

These two specimens confirm the opinion expressed by me, that the

name P. japonicus belongs to the Yesso bird. They agree in every re-

spect with the two northern specimens in the National Museum (Nos.

96144 aud 9014:5) not only in coloration, but also in the size of bill

aud tail. The two P. brevirostris of Mr. Seebohm's collection ( S and
9 , collected in April; without numbers) differ only in having a much
shorter bill; in other respects they are identical with the Yesso birds;

but from our experience with the European forms we are not inclined to

lay much stress upon this apparent difference, and unless large series

of specimens from the two countries should prove the size of the bills

to be a feature generally separating them, the Japanese form will have

to stand as Parus brevirostris.

The Japanese birds agree with P. baicalensis in regard to the size of

the bill, but the latter is considerably grayer on the back, and the black

cap is more brownish.

I take the opportunity to present a new table of measurements of

Parus brevirostris including Seebohm's specimens from Yesso and Amur,

Measure7nents.

Museum

and

number.


