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bar tlirougli eyes and across clieeks, tbe barf as wide as orbit
5
vertical

fins with irregular cross series of brown dots.

Several specimens of this species were collected by Prof. S. A. Forbes

in the streams of Southern Illinois. A single specimen, 2 inches long

(Xo. 29GGG, U. S. Kat. Mus.), from Cache Eiver, serves as the type of

the species.

NOTES OIV BIRDS COL.f.ECTEl> DIRINO THE SIMMER OF ISSO IIV

ALASKA AND SDBERIA.

By TARI.ET01V H. BEAW.

The collection which is the subject of the present paper was made by

the writer while investigating the fish and fisheries of Alaska for the

TJuired States Fish Commissioner, in company with the Coast Survey

party commanded by Mr. W. H. DalL

Owing to the engrossing nature of the primary object of my inquiry

and the limited number ot days jiassed in port, there was little oppor-

tunity for collecting and observing birds. However, as fish were not

plentiful north of the Arctic circle and birds were comparatively abund-

ant and desirable for the Museum, much of my time was devoted to

making bird skins while in that region. Especial eifort was made, also,

to procure a good series of skins of the species of Melofunza, inhabiting

the mainland and islands of the Territory. The region in w hich M. fas-

ciata rufina occurs is so interesting and rich ichthyologically that birds

were necessarily neglected, and this sparrow is represented by only a

few skins. The' insular species {einerea), on the other hand, came in for

a larger share of attention.

In order to give an idea of the time which one may ordinarily' devote

to bird-collecting who is not sent upon that special duty, I will state

here the number of days which were devoted mainly or partly to that

work during the six months of our cruise : May, 2 days ; June, 11; July,

11 ; August, 9 ; September, 9 ; October, 7 ; in all 49 days.

Although the number of species secured is small (less than a third of

the whole number known to occur in Alaska), there are some interesting

features about the collection. Many of the species here mentioned are

from localities north of the Ar<;tic circle, and some of them were not

previously recorded from the Territory. The specimen of Ui(rinorhyuchi(s

liygmwus obtained by our party in Plover Bay was the first secured for

an American museum, and is in a plumage wdjich has not yet been illus-

trated. Six young individuals of Saxicola ananthe were found between

Port Clarence and Cape Lisburne. Empidonax (lifficilis and Buteo bore-

alis calm us were obtained for the first time in the Territorj\ The range

oH Actodromas acuminata was extended northward to Port Clarence.

Larus marinus was found to be common on Unalaslika Island, though

previously unknown in Alaska.

Bioincdea melanophrys was seen within 1,000 miles west of Cape Men-
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dociuo, California, and may safely be claimed for the ftiuna of the United

States. The nests of Hirimdo erythrogastra and Melosjyiza fasciata

rufina are worthy of more extended examination than I have been able

to give them.

On the 23d of October, when about 700 miles south of Unalashka

Island, a small flock of geese was seen flying towards the southeast, and

sometimes resting on the water. We did not sail close enough to make
them out, but there is little doubt that they belonged to the genus Anser.

Mr. Dall, Mr. Baker, Captain Herendeen, and I looked at them with a

glass, and all agreed as to the identification. Owing to the distance,

we could not determine the species.

So far as most of the species are concerned 1 have simply transcribed

my hastily made field notes. In a few cases, however, I have supple-

mented these fragments by subsequent investigations in the Museum.
Even in this small collection there still remains some material that is

worthy of the attention and will, doubtless, eventually receive the notice

of an ornithologist.

To Mr. Dall I owe the opportunity of joining his party, and he, as well

as his assistants, contributed as much as possible to the collection; the

probability of finding Eurinorhynclms at Plover Bay was first suggested

by Mr. Dall.

I am much indebted to Mr. Robert Ridgway for aid in determining

the species collected by me and for advice in the preparation of these

notes.

1. Hylocichla ALICIA Baird.

81334 (3493) $ . St. Paul, Kodiak, July 13, 1S80.

Found in the timber, in the vicinity of the potato fields of the St.

Paul people.

2. Hylocichla unalascje (Gmel.) Eidgw.

81333 (3236) $ . Sitka, June 15, 1880.

81331 (3340) S . Chugachik Bay, Cook's Inlet, July 1, 1880.

(3341) ^ ad. " Cook's Inlet, " " "

81332(3342) 9- « «< « <' ^«

81330(3492),?. St. Paul, Kodiak, "12, "

81692 (3428) alcoholic, Wooded Id., Kodiak, " 13, "

At Chugachik Bay this species was not uncommon in the little grove

of Sitka spruce on the spit near our anchorage, associated with ^giotlms

linaria.

3. Merula migratoria (Linn.) Sw. & Rich.

I saw one of this species at Sitka, May 29, 1880, in the vicinity of

Piseco Lake.

4. Hesperocichla n^via (Gmel.) Baird.

(3235) ad. ^ . Sitka, Alaska, Juno 15, 1880.

Found near the mouth of Indian River. The only one seen, although

Proc. Nat. Mus. 82 10 July 8 , 1883.
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it is common. Its mouth was filled with insects and an earthworm.

Measurements from the fresh bird: Length, 9.87; extent, 15.50; tar-

sus, 1.31 ; middle toe and claw, .94.

5. Saxicola genanthe (Linn.) Bechst.

81336 (3639) ^ juv. Cape Lisburne, Alaska, Arctic O., Aug. 21, 1880.

81337 (3640) <?
" " " " " " "

(3641) ^ " " " " " " "

81338(3743). Port Clarence, " Sept. 6, ,"

(3787). Chamisso Id., Kotzebue Sd., Alaska, Aug. 31, '**

(3788).
" " " " " " " "

At Cape Lisburne this bird was found with Anthus ludoviciamis, but

was not nearly so abundant as the titlark. I saw it also 10 miles to the

eastward of Cape Lisburne. Its movements are similar to those of An-

thus. It was feeding here on grass seeds and fruit of Saxifroga, and was,

in consequence, excessively fat.

On Chamisso Island the only two seen were secured ;
they were on a

sand and gravel beach and the low bluffs adjacent.

Capt. E. P. Herendeen went ashore, September 1, on the east side of

Choris Peninsula and reported having seen stouechats, one of which

he wounded but could not get. Owing to the rain he found it useless

to attempt to collect small birds.

At Port Clarence only one was seen ; this was near the beach on the

west side of the spit. The day was cold and windy, with a little rain and

some snow. Plectrophanes nivalis was of more frequent occurrence,

though not plentiful ; Centrophanes lapponicus was rather common.

6. Parus atricapillus septentrionalis (Harris) Allen.

81679 (3352) alcoholic. Port Chatham, Cook's Inlet, July 6, 1880.

81680 (3428) alcoholic. St. Paul, Kodiak, July 13, 1880.

The Port Chatham specimen was shot with a rifle by Mr. Baker in

the timber near Refuge Cove.

On Kodiak Island we found the species in the timber near the potato

ground of the St. Paul people.

7. Anorthura alascensis (Baird) Coues.

81339 (3896) <? ad. lUuliuk, Unalashka, Oct. 13, 1880.

81340(3897) 9- " " " " "

This was one of only eight species of land birds seen by me October

6 to 18, 1880. The other birds were Passerculm sandwichensis, Melos-

piza cinerea, Corvus corax carnivorns, Leucosticte griseinucha, Arquatella

Couesii, Heteroscelus incanus, and Ealicvetus leucoceplialus. Lagopus ru-

pestris was, of course, present, but I did not find it.

Anortliura was more abundant at Chernoffsky than at Iliuliuk. At

both places I found it frequenting the rocks near the water's edge and

the faces of cliffs looking seaward.
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8. MOTACILLA OCULARIS SwinllOC.

81341 (3595) 9 (?). Port Providence, Plover Bay, Siberia, Aug. 14, 1880.

Only one individual certainly seen; occurring with Budytes flava in

the vicinity of the native summer tents ; very hard to approach. Judg-

ing from the uniformly small number of specimens of this bird secured

by collectors in Plover Bay, the species seems to be rare in that locality.

9. Budytes flava (Linn.) Gray.

81342 (3594). Port Providence, Plover Bay, Siberia, Ang. 13, 1880,

81343(3596)^. " " " " " " 14, "

These wagtails were present in small numbers on the spit at Port

Providence, and they were exceedingly shy. They were seldom seen at

the tents, but usually in the grass. They were sometimes heard in the

air, chirping while in flight.

A single wagtail was seen flying towards the point of the spit at Port

Providence, September 13, but I could not determine the species.

It may not be out of place here to remark that, on the 15th of Sep-

tember, Mr. Baker and Captain Herendeen, of the coast-survey party,

walked through a divide leading from Port Providence to Moore Lake

and saw no birds except ravens. The few land birds still remaining at

this port were near the sea-shore.

10. Anthus ludovicianus (Gm.) Licht.

81G65. Little Koniusbi Island, Shuraagius, July 16, 1880.

81344 (3776). Cape Li.sburne, Alaska, Arctic O., Aug. 21, 1880.

61673 (alcobolic)." " " " " " " "

81674 " " " " " " " "

81682(3647) " " " " " " " " "

The Little Koniushi Island example was found at the top of the ridge

overlooking Northwest Harbor, at least 1,000 feet above the sea level.

At Cape Lisburne most of the specimens seen of this wagtail were in

a little valley through which runs a small stream, and on the low plateau

east of this stream. They were feeding on seeds of Saxifraga mainly.

11. Dendrgeca jestiva (Gmel.) Baird.

81675 (1539) alcoholic. St. Paul, Kodiak Island, July 9, 1880.

Found in the Sitka spruce near the village of St. Paul.

12. Myiodioctes pusillus pileolatus (Pall.) Ridgw.

81345 (3295) ^ . Port Mulgrave, Yakutat Bay, June 24, 1860.

81676 (3432) alcoholic. St. Patil, Kodiak, July 13, 1880.

Common at Port Mulgrave around the head of the harbor; found in

Sitka spruce near St. Paul.
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13. HmUNDO ERYTHROGASTEA Bodcl.

(3533) i & 9, alcoholic. Cave Rock, Unalashka, July 23, 1880.

(3510) nest of above, with 4 young, July 28, 1880.

A pair of the above species of swallow was observed for some time

circling around Cave Eock, on Amaknak Island, near Iliuliiik. In the

mouth of the cave was the nest here to be described. The swallows

were not seen on the nest, but there is no reasonable doubt that the pair

obtained were the owners.

The nest in its present condition is 5i inches long; the greatest depth

of the front wall is 3 inches ; the grass lining, on which is placed an

additional cushion of feathers, is 3i inches long and nearly 3 inches

wide on top; the bacli: wall of the nest contains only grasses and sea-

weeds
; the mud wall separates readily into only four layers. The mud

in its dry state crumbles very readily, and could not have had great

cohesive power originally. To remedy this defect, the pellets were in-

termingled with a long, narrow, red sea-weed which has considerable

strength and furnishes a sticky secretion well adapted for holding them
together, and the same sea-weed was employed between the layers.

The mud was evidently found on the shore close to high-water mark,

as it contains numerous small shells which may be always seen in such

location. The grass seems to be mainly the common wild rye of the

vicinity. The inner lining is ample and prettily arranged. It consists

of soft feathers of young bald eagle, raven, and gull, tastefully inter-

twined, and forming a shallow, but luxurious, cushion.

The structure and situation of this nest are similar to what Mr. Eidg-

"way observed at Pyramid Lake and the Euby Mountains;* but the

limited number of mud layers of the Unalashka nest and the introduc-

tion of a glutinous sea weed to supply the defective cohesive i)ower of

the pellets forming the wall, afford a new illustration of the faculty

which this swallow possesses of adapting itself to the conditions of its

environment.

14. Leucosticte griseinucha (Brandt) Baird.

81349 (3487) 9 . Little Kouiushi Id., Shumagins, July IG, 1330.

81348 (3889) 9 . lUuliuk, Unalashka, Oct. 7, 1880.

(3890) 9. " " " " "

Found on the low ground on Little Koniushi, near Northwest Harbor.

Kot common.
Abundant at Iliuliuk late in July and also in October ; frequents the

hillocks and cliffs, and comes into the village vards.

* Om. 40th Parallel Surv., p. 441.
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15. ^Egiothus canescens exilipes (Cones) Eidg-^v.

81678 (3679) 5 juv., in alcohol. Chamisso, Id., Ang. 31, 1880.

61362 (3752) S ad. Chamisso Id., Kotzebue Sound, Aug. 31, 1880.

(3753).
" " " " " " "

(3755) <? juv., " " " " " " "

(3756) <?.
" " " " " " "

81.365 (3757) ^ juv. " " " " " " "

(3758) 5 (?)
" " " " " " ''

(3759) 9 (?) juv., first plumage. Chamisso, Id., Kotzebue Sound, Ang. 31, 1880.

81363 (3760)
" " " " " " "

(3761)
" " " " " " "

From tlie above list of skins, secured on Chamisso Island, it will be

observed that these red polls M'ere quite abundant there; indeed it was

the only land bird found in numbers. Some grouse were seen, but not

by me. A single Passercidus was observed and secured. Two young

stone chats {Saxlcola ocnanthc) were obtained; no others were seen. On
this island the land rises gradually from the sides and ends, so that a

very regular curve is shown. AVith the exception of numerous hum-

mocks, which greatly impede walking, there are no serious hinderances

to collecting. The island is covered Mith grass, alder, and willow, and

there is also a dwarf birch. Wild rye is present in considerable patches

in some places. Salmou berries, whortleberries, empetrum, and another

berry which is not edible, were all abundant. There are some little rills

of tolerably good water. We found JEglothm most abundant, swaying

on the stalks of wild rye and in the small trees lining the rivulet banks.

There are some cliffs in a tumble-down condition, and occasional deep

cuts between and small stretches of sand beach. On these cliffs were

immense numbers of puffins.

Many of these .skins of the white-rumped redpoll show a great amount

of wearing of the feathers, particularly of the tail, and in one bird the

tail is tinely graduated.

16. .^GiOTHUS LINARIA (Linn.) Caban.

(333y'/(? ad. breeding plumage. Chugacliik Bay, Cook's Inlet, July 1, 1880.

61367 (3339) 9 ad. Cliug.achik Bay, Cook's Inlet, July 1, 1^80.

81366 (37.')4) i ad. Chamisso Id., August 31, 1880.

On the spit adjoining that portion of Chugachik Bay which is known

as Ugolnoi Bay, this bird was observed sparingly in a small patch of

Sitka spruce.

Out of 15 ^^giothi secured on Chamisso Island, only one proved to be

I'lnaHa; JE. Unaria exilipes was the common form.

17. Plectrophanes nivalis (Linn.) 3Ieyer.

81347 (3483) juv. Little Koniushi Id., Shumagins, July 16, 1880.

81346 (3484) $.
" " " " " " "

?81666. " " " " " " "
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(3570). Port Providence, Plover Bay, Siberia, Aug. 14, 1880.

(3749) t? . Port Clarence, Alaska, Sept. 6,
"

(37.51).
'' " " " '^ ''

81352 (3790) ^. " " " " '' "

(3784) S (0- Poiut Belcher, " Arctic O., Aug. 27,
"

(3770) <J . Point Belcher, Alaska, Arctic O., Aug. 27, 1380.

81351 (.3771) i.
" " " " " " " "

81354 (3773) $ (?). Icy Cape, " '' " " 25, "

(3592). Port Providence, Plover Bay, Siberia, Aug. 13, 18?0.

81353 (3593) <?.
" " " " " " " "

(3570) " " " " " Aug. 14, «

81355 (3826) 9 . " " " " " Sept. 12, "

On Little Kouiusbi Island I obtained one adult male and several

young birds—all of tbem from the top of the ridge several times refer-

red to. The young were able to make short flights only.

At Plover Bay Plectrophanes nivalis was found in small numbers,

generally feeding on refuse near the summer tents ; difficult to shoot on

that account, and when it flew away it was hard to overtake, since it

remained only a few seconds in once place.

Near Icy Cape, Alaska, Plectrophanes was again scarce, shy, and hard

to shoot. One of these buntings, which w^as followed for a long time,

but not secured, showed a nearer approach to the winter plumage than

the individual brought down.

At Point Belcher P. nivalis was more abundant than at any of the

other localities where we obtained it, although even here there were

comparatively few, Centroplianes lapponicus being much more common.
At Port Clarence few of the species were seen; they were usually

found not far from the beach, not going inland on the spit like Centra-

phanes.

As we approached Cape Upright, Saint Mathew Island, September

22, 1880, small flocks of the snow bunting from the land flew around the

18. Centeophanes Lapponicus (Linn.) Caban.

<? (?). Belkoffsky, Aliaska, July 23, 1880.

Cape liisburne,

(?).

a

Point Belcher, Alaska, Aug. 27, 1880.

Point Belcher, Arctic O., Aug. 27, 1880.

(?)•
" " " " " " "

81677 (3671) alcoholic. Point Belcher, Alaska, Aug. 27, 1880.

81357 (3824) <? . Port Clarence, Sept. 9, 1880.

The specimens obtained at Belkoflsky, which is on the peninsula of

Aliaska, were young; the species was by no means common at the date

of my collecting, but it was more abundant than any other land bird

except Passercidus sandtcichensis. The birds were on the low plateau

bordering the sea-shore near the village.

81361 (3588) juv.
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At Port Clarence the bird was common in small flocks, feeding on

seeds, usually near the small lagoons which are present on the spit.

At Cape Lisburne and 10 miles to the eastward I observed numerous

examples on the 21st and 22d of August, feeding, as usual, on seeds of

species of Saccifraga, and congregating in small flocks.

At Poiut Belcher, August 27, there were more of this species than at

any other place visited by us. They were, as elsewhere, feeding on

grass seeds and the seeds of flowering plants, among which Saxifraga

was most common. Number 81358 of this lot is worthy of mention ou

account of the deformity of its bill; the gonysis nearly twice as long as

the culmen and decidedly hooked.

19. Passerculus sandwichensis (Gmel.) Baird.

81687 (3501) alcoholic. Belkoffsky. Aliaska, July 23, 1880.

81371 (3590) 5 ad. Belkoffsky, Aliaska, July 23, 1880.

81370(3881) 2 ad. Chemoffsky, Uualashka, Oct. 1, 1880.

Moderately common at Belkoffsky as well as at Chernoffsky, on the

island of Unalashka. Also common during our stay at Iliuliuk, on the

20. Passerculus sandwichensis alaudinus (Bp.) Ridgw.

(3353) <? ad. Chugachik Bay, Cook's Inlet, July 1, 1880.

(3354) 9 " " " " " " " "

(3355) 9 " " " " " " " " ^
81372(3356) 9 ad. " " " " " " "

(3496) ^ ad. St. Paul, Kodiak, July 13, 1880.

81369 (3497) ^ ad. St. Paul, Kodiak, July 13, 1880.

81368 (3762) <? ad. Chamisso Id., Kotzebue Sound, Aug. 31, 1880.

The spit in Chugachik Bay, on which I collected birds July 1, 1880,

is low and level, its beaches higher than the interior. At some high

tides the sea breaks over and carries with it immense numbers of fish,

which are left stranded when the waters recede. This occurred a few

days before our visit, and we saw thousands upon thousands of fishes

lying uncovered on the ground. Great quantities of drift-wood are

found here. Wild wheat abounds, and there are many pretty flow-

ering plants, among which are serrana, violets, chickweed, vetch, and

Jacob's ladder. There is also a little grove of Sitka spruces, in which I

found the redpolls {JEgiotlms) and thrushes. Passercnlns was quite

abundant in the wild wheat. On this spit was found the young eider

which I have numbered in my catalogue.

On the 2d of July we visited Glacier spit, distant 9 miles from our

anchorage. Here a pair of eagles had a nest on one of the tall pines.

A small plover, resembling the killdeer and with similar actions, was

shot but badly mutilated and finally lost.

The specimen of Passerculus obtained on Chamisso Island was the only

one seen there.
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21. ZoNOTEiCHiA CORONATA (Pall.) Baird.

ei373 (3490) 9 ad. Popoff Id., Sliumagins, July 18, 1880.

81690 (3428) (alcoholic). St. Paul, Kodiak Id., July 13, 1880.

81693 (3429) " " " " 9, "

81714 (3429 bis.) " " '' " 9, "

81686 (3430) " " " '' 12, "

Common ou the island of Kodiak.

22. JuNCO OREGONUS (Towns.) Scl.

81350 (3238) ^ . Sitka, June 15, 1880.

81681 (1404) alcoholic. Sitka, June 15, 1880.

23. Melospiza fasciata rufina (Brandt) Baird.

(3299) (1451, ale.) i. Port Althorp, Juue 19, 1880.

81386 (3300) ad. 9 . Port Althorp, George island, Juue 19, 1880.

(3251) nest containing 4 young, the young preserved in alcohol. Port Althorp,
June 19, 1880.

81380 (3358) 9 ad. Graham Harbor, Cook's Inlet, July 4, 1680.

81385(3357) <? juv. " •' " " "' " "

Common at Graham Harbor ; frequently seen feeding on the beach.
The nest found on George Island (Port Althorp) is made of coarse

grasses, loosely laid together below, and interlaced with strips of what ap-

pears to be the leaf of Panax Jiorridum, and with the light inner bark of

the same. The superstructure is of flue grasses more intimately woven.
The greatest depth of the nest is 4 inclies, and its diameter is from 5 to 7

inches. The inside lining is 2i inches across the top and 2 inches deep.

The nest was supported by a dead stalk of Panax and concealed in

the tall, coarse grass which is abundant in that locality.

Number 81385 bears a wonderfully close resemblance in coloration

and general appearance to number 81384 from Kodiak, which is sup-

posed to be cinerea; it will be observed, however, that there is consider-

able difference in the measurements.

As nearly as I can determine from the material in the collection, the
conclusions expressed in the History of North American birds by
Baird, Brewer, and Kidgway are fully justified. There is a large

series of skins of cinerea from Kodiak and Unalashka, but the repre-

sentation of fasciata rufina is still unsatisfactory, and the song sparrow
of the western islands of the Aleutian chain has a meager showing. A
study of the collection in its present state, as already remarked, will

lead us to the adoption of the views advanced iii the History of North
American Birds: Melosirlza fasciata r?r/iwa is notably smaller than Jl/.

cinerea in its wing, tail, tarsus, middle toe, and all measurements of the
bill; in coloration, also, adult birds of the two species differ greatly.

The following table of measurements deals with all the skins now ac-

cessible in the collection which have been referred to fasciata rufina.

For convenience of reference, the average measurements of the large
series of skins of M. cinerea are brought on the same sheet

:
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24. ]\rELOSPiZA ciNERA (Gm.) Ridgw.

(3494) <?. St. Paul, Kodiak,



PROCEEDINGS OF UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSUEM. 155



156 PROCEEDINGS OF UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM.

2



PROCEEDIXGS OF UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM. 157

1



158 PROCEEDINGS OF UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM.

25. Passerella iliaca unalascensis (Gin.) Eidgw.

81389 (3319) <? ad. George Island, Port Althorp, June 19, IHSU.

(3359),?. Graham Harbor, Cook's Inlet, July 4, "

61689 (3428) alcoholic. Wooded Id., Kodiak, "
13,

"

81716 (3429) " St. Paul, " "
9,

"

81387 (3498) <? ad. St. Paul, Kodiak, "
12,

"

(3499) i. " " " "
13,

"

81388(3500) 9 ad. " " " " " "

81688 (3458) alcoholic. Popoff Id., Shumagins, "
18,

"

81390 (3485) ^ ad. Little Koniushi Id., Shumagins, " 16, "
\

81391 (3486) 9 ad. " " " " " " "

The afternoon of July 4, 1880, was decidedly warm for bird-collecting

at Graham Harbor, and I have a lively recollection of the difficulties

encountered in the timber at that place. The sound of a woodpecker

tapping on a dead tree allured me to the chase. There was a lavish

display of flowering plants—American cowslip, salmon berry, anemones,

and a beautiful blue cranesbill. Frost had nipped the detestable wild

ginseng {Panax horridum), but unfortunately had not destroyed the en-

tire crop. Mosquitos were at the climax of their capacity for making
life wretched. The only bird that could be approached Avitli a degree

of comfort was the song sparrow {Melospiza fasciata rufina), which fre-

quented the beach and its immediate vicinity. Fasserella hid in the re-

cesses of the timber, and the way to him led through stinging acres of

Panax, over legions of briar-beset, snaggy fallen trees, into numberless

concealed pitfalls, and within the jurisdiction of the most relentless mos-

quitos known to man. Bird-collecting here was simply a painful duty,

and the rcAvard of honest labor was inadequate, because one was al-

most sure to lose a bird after killing it in that maze of undergrowth.

On Little Koniushi Island I found this Passerella associated with Plee-

trophanes nivalis and Anthus ludovicianus on the top of the ridge over-

looking Northwest Harbor, about 1,200 feet above the sea level. Walk-
ing on this island is simply torture, especially for one who is intent on

birds and takes no heed to his steps. The soil is soft and yielding, and

in most places thickly covered with loose rocks, scrub alder, and a kind

of wild apple—all mingled in such a way as to impede one's progress

and multiply his toil. Sitka and Port Mulgrave are little better for

comfortable walking than the localities just described ; indeed, most of

the timbered region, so far as I have observed, is a most discouraging

field for pedestrianism.

20. CoRVUS CORAX CARNivoRUS (Bartr.) Ridgw.

(3075) ad. Sitka, Alaska.

81394 (3076) ad. Sitka, Alaska.

(3291) sternum. Port Mulgrave, Y;tkutat Bay, Alaska, Jane 24, 1880.

81667 (3292) head. " " " " " " " "

Extremely abundant at Sitka. Mr. A. T. Whitford informed me that

he has seen ravens catch rats in a very expert manner j swooping swiftly
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upon the victims, tbey cany them up iuto the air and let them fall from

a great height. If the first fall does not kill the rat, he is captured

again and carried higher. The rats are eaten by ravens.

I shot at a raven at Cape Lisburne, August 21, but failed to kill it.

On the following day I heard one at a distance on one of the hills, 10

miles to the eastward of this cape.

Again, at Chamisso Island, Eschscholtz Bay, I attempted to kill a

raven with small shot and failed.

I saw, but could not obtain, a fine bird of this species at Elephant

Point, Eschscholtz Bay, September 2, 1880.

At Port Providence, Plover Bay, Siberia, ravens were extremely

abundant September 14, and so gorged with blubber and overrun with

parasites that it was too disgusting to i)repare skins of them. At the

head of the spit I watched their movements for some time, as they did

not fear me while I sat still and made no sudden movement. They
would alight close to my head and look at me with apparent curiosity,

uttering now^ and then a hoarse call to other ravens flying near at hand.

Hopping forward a step or two, they would pull oft' pieces of moss from

the stones and jump slightly into the air in an aft'ected sort of way,

sometimes taking a good-sized stone in the beak, perhaps to see if any

food might be concealed underneath. Occasionally, one would find a

morsel, and then another would try to take it out of his bill, the lucky

one seeming to hold out the prize temptingly, but firmly, to tantalize

his covetous neighbor. In starting to tly they would strike the ground

with their feet several times to gain an impetus.

27. CoRVUS CAURiNUS, Baird.

81396 (3239) 9 ad. Sitka, June 16, 1880.

81395 (3240) $ " " " " "

Abundant at Sitka, May 28 to June 16, 1880, associated with the pre-

ceding. Voice variable, usually less ringing and hoarser than that of

C.frngii'orus, but sometimes an exact counterpart of it. Without some
definite and reliable mode of recording the notes of this fish crow for

comparison with those of the common eastern species, there must be

doubt as to the relation between the voices of the two birds.

A small flock was seen at George Island, Port Althorp, June 19, 1880,

perched on the rocks, and feeding on a gravel beach at low tide.
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28. Cyanocitta stelleri (Gm.) Caban.

(30:}7) <?. Old Sitka (mouth of river), Juue 2, 1880.

81392 (30G3) ^. Near Hot Springs Bay, Baraaotf Id., June 5, 1880.

Measurements of number 3037 in the fresh state : Length, 13 ; ex-

tent, 18.37 ; wing, 6; tail, 6; crest, 2 ; testis, .37. When shot, this bird

had its mouth and crop crammed full of insects.

A bird of this species was shot at Port Althorp, June 19, but was lost

in a dense thicket.

29. Empidonax difficilis Baird.

81393 (3067) ad. ^ . Near Hot Springs Bay, (Sitka), Alaska, June 5, 1880.

This individual was oue of a few examples seen at the place noted.

It is the first speccimen of the species recorded from Alaska, and, so

far as I know, the only one. From the size of the testes (.25) it is proba-

ble that this date represents very nearly the breeding time of this fly-

catcher in the locality named.

The fresh bird furnished the following measurements : Length, 5.25;

extent, 7.50 5 wing, 2.62.

30. Selasphorus rufus (Gmel.) Aud.

(3097) juv. Sitka.

(3098) " "

A live humming bird, with its nest and eggs, was brought into Mr.

Whitford's store at Sitka, June 9, 1880, but none of our iiarty were pres-

ent at the time, and we did not get them.

31. Nyctea scandiaca Linn.

(3681) sternum of 81397.

81397 (3689) i ad. Point Belcher, Alaska, Arctic O. Aug. 27, 1880.

Common on the gently rising ground inlaud from the small lake near

our anchorage. I saw as many as six atone time on small grassy mounds.

They were uniformly hard to approach, never allowing me to come
within gun-shot, except in the one instance when I crept along under

cover of the low bluff forming one of the lake borders, and rose sud-

denly within easy range.

32. Hierofalco gyrfalco sacer (Forst.) Eidgw.

81398 (3838) $ . Bering Sea, 60 miles E.S.E. from St. George Island. Sept. 24, 1880.

(3838) sternum of above.

This individual was shot while trying to alight on the vessel ; it

dropped into the leach of the mainsail, and from thence into the cockpit,

where it was secured. Two examples of this species, according to my
belief, were around the vessel between St. Mathew and St. Lawrence
Islands, a few days i^revious to this date. One of them was shot, but

lost.

Proc. Nat. Mus, 82 11 July 25, 1 8 83.
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The following color notes and measurements were taken from the bird :

Iris brown; tarsus and toes bluish gray; bill the same at base, but

black at tii) ; eyebrows bluish gray.

Ovaries little developed; eggs not distinguishable to the unaided eye.

Length, 21; extent, 44; wing, 14; tail, 9; tarsus, 2.37; bill, 1.12;

head, 2.50; middle toe, 1.94; middle toe claw, .81.

33. Pandion haliaetus carolinensis (Gm.) Eidgw.

81668 (3150) head. Hot Springs, Barauoff Island, Alaska, June 9, 1880.

("3151) sternum. " " " " " " "

This specimen of the osprey was shot by Capt. E. P. Herendeen near

Hot Springs.

34. Circus hudsonius (Linn.) Yiell.

81401 (3720) 9. Elephant Point, Eschscholtz B., Alaska, Sept. 2, 1880,

Several individuals of this hawk were seen flying over the marshes
in the vicinity of Elephant Point. The following color notes and meas-

urements were taken from the recently-killed bird

:

Length, 21.50; extent, 47.50; wing, 15.50; tail, 10.50; bill, 1.19; head,

2; tarsus, 3.37; middle toe and claw, 2.37; middle toe claw, .75.

Iris brown. The upper tail coverts are not white, as is usually re-

corded of this species, but whitish, with many blotches of rufous.

35. BuTEO BOREALis CALURUS (Cass.) Eidgw.

81399 (3060) 9 (?).iuv. Baranoff Id., near Sitka, Alaska, June 5, 1880.

This young hawk was shot by Lieutenant Eockwell, U. S. I^., near

Hot Springs Bay. I have the following notes from the recently-killed

bird: Iris very light hazel; length, 21.50; extent, 47.50; wing, 14.50;

tail, 9. This species has not been previously recorded from Alaska.

36. Archibuteo lagopus sancti-johannis (Gmel.) Eidgw.

81400 (3466) 9 • Popoff Island, Shumagins, July 18, 1880.

Iris hazel. Cere yellow, with a greenish tinge. Lips and feet lemon
yellow. Eggs very small.

Measurements from the fresh bird : Length, 23 ; extent, 50.50 ; wing,

18; tail, 10.06; bill, 1.37; head, 2.25; tarsus, 2.94; middle toe and
claw, 2.19 ; middle toe claw, .81.

37. Haliaetus leucocephalus (Linn.) Savig.

(3293) sternum. Port Althorp, Alaska, June 19, 1880.

Very abundant in the vicinity of Sitka, May 28 to June 16, 1880,

usually around shallow coves in the neighborhood of the mouths of

fresh water streams.

A pair of young birds of this species was seen at Iliuliuk, Unalashka,

October 13, 1880.
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38. Lagopus albus (Gm.) Aud.

81402 (3482) 9 . Unga Id., Shumagins, July 21, 1880.

The crop was filled with leaves of a species of willow. Several of the

birds were seea on low ground not far away from the ocean beach, in

the vicinity of a small trout stream.

This specimen corresponds very closely in most respects with number
33548, a female from Korway, collected July 2, 1862 ; the claws, how-
ever, are considerably shorter than in the Norway exami)le, aud in all

other specimens of albus in the Museum,

39. Hjematopus NIGER Pall.
f

(3096). Old Sitka, Alaska, June 1, 1880.

81669 (3122^ head. Sitka Bay, Alaska, June 8, 1880.

(3124) sternum of 3122.

A pair were seen at Port Althorp, June 21 5 they passed and repassed

the veSvSel at anchor, drawing near when their peculiar whistle was imi-

tated, and circling around us several times,

40. Strepsilas interpres (Linn.) Illig.

81709 (3543) alcoholic, St. Paul. Id., Beriug Sea, Aug. 6, 1880,

81403 (3764) g. Point Belcher, Alaska, Arctic O., Aug. 27, ISf^O.

81404 (3602) <? . Port Providence, Plover Bay, Siberia, Aug. 14, 1880.

No. 3602 was shot on the end of the spit. Toes semipalmate, though
when the skin dries this may not be evident. Legs and feet yellow and
olive brown. Bill nearly black at base and tip, the remaining portion

greenish gray.

Measurements from the fresh bird: Length, 9; extent, 19; wing, 6;

tail, 2,37; bill, .81; tarsus, 1.12; middle toe and claw, 1.12, Testes

elongate, minute,

41. Strepsilas ]vrELAN0CEPHALA Vig.

81405 (3789) ^. Elephant Point, Eschscholtz Bay, Alaska, Sept. 2, 1880.

Only a few of these turnstones were seen here.

42. Squatarola helvetica (Linn.) Cuv.

(3115) ^ ad. Sitka, Alaska, June 8, 1880.

81406 (3828) ^ juv. Port Providence, Plover Bay, Siberia, Sept. 12, 1880.

(3829) 9 juv. Port Providence, Plover Bay, Sept. 13, 1880.

The single example secured in Alaska was in adult male summer
plumage. It was found on a small rock in the cove near the old fish-

house at Sitka. The following measurements were taken from the fresh,

bird: Length, 12.50; extent, 24.87; wing, 7.G9,

The individuals obtained at Plover Bay were the only two of the

species seen there. They were found on the spit which forms the har-

bor of Port Providence. Land birds were very scarce here during the
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time of our second visit, September 12 to 17. Besides the Squatarola

I saw only Stercorarius crejndatus, Heteroscehis mcamis, Corvus corax

carnivorns, Flectrophanes nivalis, and one wagtail in fliglit.

43. Charadrius dominicus Miill.

81407 (3772) <?. Icy Cape, Alaska, Arctic O., Aug. 25, 18S0.

Only one small flock of this plover was definitely seen, containing

perhaps not more than a half dozen individuals.

44. Arquatella Couesii Eidgw.

(3879) i

.

Chemoffsky, Unalaslika, Oct. 1, 1880.

81409(3880) 9- " " " " "

(3891) 9. Iliuliuk, " " 11, "

81408(3893) <?

.

" " " 13, "

(3894) c?.
" " " " "

(3895) 9. " " " " "

Not uncommon on small rocks in Chernoffsky Harbor, near its head

and around the shores. At Iliuliuk, also, I found it feeding on sea-

washed shores, usually on small islets.

45. ACTODROMAS ACUMINATA (Horsf.) Eidgw.

81410 (3825) <?. Port Clarence, Alaska, Sept. 9, 1880.

Found near the margin of one of the small fresh water lagoons.

Eare. This species has not previously been obtained north of St.

Michael's.

40. ACTODROMAS MACULATA (Vicll.) COUCS.

(3765) <?. Point Belcher, Alaska, Arctic O., August 27, 1880.

81411 (3782). " " " " "

Quite common, with Pelidna alpina americana, at small fresh-water

ponds, and sometimes near tide-pools.

47. ACTODROMAS MINUTILLA (Viell.) Bp.

81715 (3501) alcoholic. Belkoffsky, Aliaska, July 23, 1880.

81412 (3591) 9 (?). Belkoffsky, Aliaska, July 23, 1880.

81413 (3597) $. Port Providence, Plover Bay, Siberia, August 13, 1880.

It was a real pleasure to collect land birds at Belkoffsky, although

few species were found—only Centrophanes lapponicns and Passercuivs

sandtcichensis besides the small sand piper. Walking was comfortable

and there were many small, rapid streams of delightfully cool water

rushing down from the steep hill behind the village. The valley be-

tween this hill and the sea is undulating, free from alder and other im-

pediments to travel, rich in grasses and flowers, and abounding in

patches of exceedingly hard stones covered with lichens. Iris, geranium,

aster, Finguicula, azaleas, Jacob's ladder, painted cups, yarrow, and

water willow were in bloom. A fine salmon river falls into Belkoflsky

Bay, and salmon were beginning to ascend. On the low ground birds
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were not abundant, but I heard more up the hillside. The volcano,

Pavlolf,is visible from the village, and was sending up columns of smoke

during our stay.

48. PeLIDNA ALPINA AMERICANA. CasS.

(3598) 9

.

Port Providence, Plover Bay. Siberia, Aug- 13, 1880.

(3599).
" " " " " " " "

81417 (3600) $.
" "

.
" " " " " "

81415 (3601) <?. " " " " " " 14,
"

81416(3778),?. Cape Lisbnrne, Alaska, Arctic O., " " 21, "

(3779) ^ jxiv." " " " " " " " ••

81414 (3780) t?. Cape Lisburue, Alaska, Arctic O., Aug. 21, 1880.

81418 (3766) 9 . Icy Cape, Alaska, Arctic O., " 25,
"

81419 (3783) 9. Point Belclier, " << '< " 27, "

A very common species at all of the places named above. Feeding

on the beach or at tide-pools and fresh-water ponds.

49. EuRiNORHYNCHUS PYGM^us (Liuu.) Pearsou.

81434 (3795) juv. Port Provideuce, Plover Bay, Siberia, 1880.

Shot on the end of the spit by a native, most probably late in August.

Amnuinition was left with this boy on the 13th of August for the ex-

press purpose of getting this sand piper, and one month later we were

rewarded by receiving from him the only specimen we saw of the species.

50. Heteeoscelus incanus (Gmel.) Cones.

(3831) ^. Port Providence, Plover Bay, Siberia, Sept, 14, 1880,

81421 (3832) <?. " " " " " " " "

81420 (3907) <? ad, Uiulink, Unalashka, Oct, 16, 1880.

(3822) 2 sternuras, of 3831 and 3832,

The Unalashka specimen was in winter plumage, the only one seen

there. Its call drew me towards it.

At Port Providence no others were observed except the two here

recorded. They were found standing on the rocks near the eastern

border of the harbor, teetering like some of the small species of Acto-

dromas.

51. Phalaropus fulicarius (Linn.) Bp.

(3603) <?(?). Oft' Cape Tcbaplin, Siberia, Aug, 15, 1880.

81422 (3604) ^ (?), Oft" Cape Tchapliu, Siberia, Aug. 15, 1880.

81423 (3781) 9 ( ?). Point Belclier, Alaska, Arctic O., Aug. 27, 1880.

Immense flocks of this phalarope were heard and seen off Cape Tchap-

lin. Their twittering was a very pleasant sound. The day was calm,

clear, and pleasant, so that a line opportunity was afforded for the use

of the dredge and the pursuit of phalaropes. At Point Belcher again

we saw large flocks of the same species, feeding in the swash of the

tide along the beach, and drifting shoreward with the incoming current

from short distances at sea. The northern phalarope, on the other

hand, was observed at the margins of fresh-water lagoons.
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52. LOBIPES HYPEKBOREUS (Lillll.) CuV.

81424 (3791). Port Clarence, Alaska, Sept. 6, 1880.'

In small flocks, feeding at the margins of fresh-water lagoons. Four

individuals were shot.

The spit at Port Clarence, where I collected birds, is long, narrow, and

curved. The width at the astronomical station of the " Yukon" party

must have been about three-fourths of a mile. The ground is level, and
walking good; there are numerous fresh lagoons of very palatable water,

around which birds collect. There are no trees except the very scrubby

dwarf willows. We found a few flowering plants, and manj^ exquisite

lichens. The shallow lagoons are well stocked with sticklebacks. Cen-

trophanes lappoulcus was common ; a few Plectrophanes nivalis were seen

and only one Saxicola amanthe. A wagtail was observed on the 6th and

again on the 8th of September, but too far off for identification. Lams
glaueescens was abundant, associated with kittiwakes.

I saw here a bird which I supposed to be a small wren ; it appeared

unexpectedly, when my attention was fixed on other si:>ecies, alighted

not very far off, was marked down and diligently searched for in a place

where there was no apparent chance of escape, but unfortunately could

not be found.

53. Grus CANADENSIS (Linn.) Temm.

On the 18th of August, in the vicinity of the Diomede Islands, sand-

hill cranes were seen flying towards the American shore.

On the 1st of September, Capt. E. P. Herendeen went ashore on the

east side of Choris Peninsula, and here he saw a sand-hill crane.

64. Bernicla nigricans (Lawr.) Cass.

81425 (3667) ad. <? . Near Icy Cape (Lat. 70° 13' N.), Arctic O., Aug-. 25, 1880.

On the 22d of August, while at anchor 10 miles to the eastward of

Cape Lisburne, we first observed brant migrating southward; great

numbers of them passed us during the day. On the 25th of August
we found them very abundant on the brackish-water lagoons of the s^jit

near Icy Cape.

Measurements taken from number 81425 in the fresh state are the

following: Length, 23.50; extent, 46.02; wiug, 12.87; tail, 4.19; bill,

1.31; head (from base of bill), 2.50; tarsus, 2.31; middle toe and claw,

2.25.

55. Mareca AMERICANA (Gmel.) Steph.

81710 (3678) beads in alcohol. Eschscholtz Bay, Aug. 31, 1880.

Two individuals were shot at Elephant Point, Eschscholtz Bay, Sep-

tember 2, 1880.
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50. FULIX sp.

81717 (3481) embryo. Unga Id., Shumagins, Jnly 18, 1880.

(3481) 3 eggs. Unga Id., Shumagius, Jnly 18, 1880.

This nest was obtained by Mr. Marcus Baker ; it contained, when

found, 7 eggs.

57. Olangula albeola (Linn.) Steph.

Many small flocks were seen at Chernoffsky, TJnalashka, October 1 to

4, 1880, and again at Iliuliuk, on the same island, October 5 to 18, 1880.

58. SoMATERiA v-NiGRA Gray.

81426 (3337) jnv. Chugacliik Bay, Cook's Inlet, Jnly 1, 1880.

(3320) 4 eggs. " " " " Jnne 30, "

The young, not able to fly, but wonderfully expert in diving, were

abundant near the head of Plover Bay, Siberia, August 12, 1880; their

disappearance under water was so sudden that I failed to secure even a

single specimen. One of the adult females feigned to be crippled and

labored oft' through the water with much make-believe eftort, to draw us

away from the young.

59. SoMATERiA SPECTABiLis (Liuu.) Boie.
*

(371K3) beads in alcobol. Port Clarence, Sept. 9, 1860.

Eight of these ducks were brought to us by an Eskimo as we were

leaving Port Clarence. They were moulting, and the native speared

them.

CO. Pelionetta perspicillata (Linn.) Kaup.

(3123) sternum. Near Hot Springs, Baranoff Id., June 5, 1880.

81712 (3125) bead. Sitka Bay, Alaska, June 9, 1880.

81711 (3126) " " " " " "

81713 (3127) " '' " " " "

These were heads of ^, 9 and young.

61. Mergus merganser americanus (Cass.) Ridgw.

I shot a female of the above species, July 13, 1880, near the margin

of a small fresh-water lake not far from the village of St. Paul, Kodiak

Island.

An egg (number 3389), said to be of this merganser, was obtained from

Nicolas Pavloff, at Wooded Island, Kodiak, about the same time.

62. RiSSA TRIDACTYLA KOTZBUEI (Bp.) COUCS.

(3685) 2 sternums. Cape Lisburne, Arctic O., Aug. 21, 18^0.

(3605) 9 . Port Providence, Plover B., Siberia, Aug. 14, 1880.

(3673) feet of two. Cape Lisburne, Arctic O., " 21, 1880.

(3836) 9 jnv. St. Matbew Id., Bering Sea, Sept. 22, 1880.

The species was abundant in Plover Bay, August 11 to 14 and Sep-

tember 12 to 17.



IGS PROCEEDINGS OF UNITED STATES NATIONAL MUSEUM.

Bill light greenisli yellow ; eyelids, commissure, and iuside of mouth
deep orauge red ; legs and feet black.

The feet of two individuals shot at Cape Lisburne are preserved in

alcohol. There is a well-developed nail on the hind toe of one of these

feet, while the rest of the nails are quite rudimentary. The pair of feet

havingthebest developed nails had, when fresh, a mere trace of yellowish

on the skin of the under surface of the toes, while the other pair had
bright yellow areas on the corresponding parts.

The young female shot at St. Mathew Island was in the nest. The
nests were built of sea-weeds on high, narrow ledges of the inaccessible

cliff's. Abundant in this locality with Fratercula corniculata and Ftil-

marus glaciaUs Rodgersi. At St. Mathew Island we saw a great many
beautiful young kittiwakes flying near Cape Upright, the black collars

and wing j)atches making them attractive objects of pursuit.

63. Larus glaucus Brunn.

81696 (3668) head in alcohol. Cape Lisburne, Arctic O., Aug. 21, 1880

sternum. " " " " " "

The species was abundant at Cape Lisburne.

64. Larus glaucescens Licht.

81695 (3729) alcoholic head. Port Clarence, Alaska, Sept. 6, 1880.

(3729) sternum. " " " " " "

This gull was shot on the western side of the spit, near the point.

Common.
65. Larus marinus Linn.

81694 (3841) juv. head. Chernoffsky, Unalashka, Oct. 1, 1880.

Abundant, feeding at the mouth of the river falling into the head of

Chernoff'sky Bay. The first recorded instance of its occurrence on the

west coast of America.

66. Stercorarius pomatorhinus (Temm.) Viell.

(3738) sternum. Point Belcher, Aug. 27, 1880.

(3670) sternum of 81427.

81427 (3690) 9 ad. Point Belcher, Alaska, Arctic O., Aug. 27, 1880.

(3686) 2 sternnms. " " " " " " "

81702 (3672) head in alcohol. Point Belcher, Aug. 27, 1880.

The eggs of this bird (81427) were very small. The species was very

common, with Kyctea scandiaca, on the rising ground, industriously feed-

ing upon something which I could not make out because of the diffi-

culty of approaching the birds. The flights of this jjeger from sea-

ward to the land and back again were frequent. We found Stercorarius

very abundant in the vicinity of the whaling shij^s, where it fared sump-

tuously.
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67. Stercorarius crepidatus (Banks) Viell.

81428 (3830) ? . Port Providence, Plover Bay, Siberia, Sept. 12, 1880.

(3818) 2 sternums. " " " " " " "

81701 (3818) head iu alcohol. " " " " " "

Common. Two examples were shot near tlie head of the spit.

68. DiOlMEDEA NIGRIPES Alld.

(3009) ad. 9 . Pacific Ocean, Lat. 36° 32' N., Long. 126° 13' W., May 15, 1880.

The "Yukon" sailed from San Francisco May 13, proceeding to the

westward several hundred miles and then laying her course for Sitka.

From the time we leit the bar until we neared north latitude 52 degrees

on this voyage D. nigripes was with us every day, soaring around us
w^hen we had a good breeze and leisurely following in our wake or float-

ing astern when the wind was light or wanting. On the above date

(May 15) we caught three of these birds with a fish-hook baited with

pork. Soon after taking them on deck one of them became seasick, and
ejected a piece of pumice. One of the calls of this albatross is similar

to the peeping sound of very young chickens. It makes a peculiar sound,

too, by striking its jaws together when approached on deck, and can in-

flict a painful wound with its sharp hook. These gouies pick up what-

ever floating food is cast from the vessel, and it is surprising to see how
soon after anything is cast overboard a flock of the birds will approach,

although none may be in sight at the time. In alighting after rapid

flight they back air with their wings, drop their legs and thrust their

feet forward to back water, making a light splashing. As soon as a
small flock has gathered the gonies begin to fight and scream over their

floating food, watching one another to see when anything turns up, the

quickest and strongest getting the most. One of the most laughable
things we saw was the chase of an overloaded Fraterctda by one of these

gonies ; the Fraterctda skimmed along close to the surface of the water
and sometimes apparently floundering through it, as if its bodj" were
too heavy for its wings ; the gony followed in hot haste but was soon
foiled, astonished, and apparently much disgusted by the unexpected
diving of the little struggler.

As we proceeded northward we observed a larger proportion of old

birds with the upper and under tail coverts and part of the belly white.

We saw no individuals of D. nigripes as far north as Sitka on the north-

ward voyage. On our homeward way late in October, we saw the spe-

cies frequently when about 700 miles south of Unalashka; a few were re-

ported within 300 miles south of this island.

Measurements of number 3009 from the fresh specimen: Length,
28.50; extent, 79.50; wing, 19.50; tail, 6; bill, 3.75; head, 2.87; tarsus,

3.50; middle toe, 4; middle toe claw, .02; iris umber; tarsus, foot, base
and tip of bill black ; remainder of bill plumbeous.

A second living one, caught with the last, had the bill 4.
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A very large one cauglit May IG gave the following record: Length,

32.50; wing, 21.50; bill, 4.31; upper and under tail coverte white; cris-

sum with some white ; iris umber or golden brown.

69. DioMEDA BRACHYURA Temm.

(33:51 ale. 1474) 4 heads. Alexaudrovsk, Cook's Inlet, July 4, 1880.

(3301) ad. 9 • Cook's lulet, June 29, 1880.

(3333) sternum of 3301.

The specimen here mentioned was shot by Capt. E. P. Herendeen near
the mouth of the inlet, not far from Fort Alexander. The species was
abundant. This example was moulting ; some of the primaries are rudi-

mentary. It has been extremely difficult to kill these birds because they
never come near the vessel nor allow it to approach them closely. Un-
like D. nigripes, it is extremely shy.

Measurements from the recently-killed bird: Extent, 88; wing, 21;

tail, 6.75 ; head, 3.75 ; bill, 5.19 ; tarsus, 3.87 ; middle toe and claw, 5.12.

Bill flesh color, with a faint purplish tinge; hook light horn color;

iris dark brown.

The Kodiak native name for this gony is Kay-mahryeerk'.
In about north latitude 51 degrees we begun to lose sight ofD. nigripes,

and i>. hrachyura took its place. From latitude 52 degrees north the

latter species increased in numbers. We found it at various points

around the Gulf of Alaska, but the mouth of Cook's Inlet, and the vicinity

of the Barren Islands, seemed to be its favorite summer resort. Natives
of the trading village Alexandrovsk frequently spear this bird from their

bidarkas. I picked up four skins of this species from a pile of refuse at

this village.

We saw !>. hrachyura in Unimak Pass July 25, and in Bering Sea, off

Makusbin, on the following day. A single individual was seen August
10 about 40 miles to the westward of the entrance to Plover Bay. An-
other individual was seen September 18 to the northward of St. Law-
rence Island. On the 22d of September we saw a few of these birds in

the vicinity of St. Mathew Island. On the 5th of October we saw a few
individuals, in beautiful plumage, while under sail from Chernoffsky,

along the west coast of Unalashka, to Iliuliuk.

70. DiOMEDEA MELANOPHRYS Temm.

On the 3 1st of October a single Biomedea was seen on the Pacific not

far from the following position : North latitude 40° 30', west longitude

142° 23'. Observing that it differed greatly from the common D. nigripes,

I made these notes concerning it: Head, neck, lower parts, and rump
white ; the under surface of the wings, too, shows considerable light

color ; elsewhere the bird is dark gray like n igripes ; in size it is slightly

less than the nigripes around it; the dark part of the wing of this bird

is very different from the black of D. hrachyura so far as observed; the
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bill is light ; a dark streak runs from the bill behind the eye ; the bird

could not be secured.

This description, taken while the bird was flying- near the vessel, evi-

dently indicates D. melanophrys, as suggested to me by Mr. Eidgway
recently, and, if so, the range of that species will be extended to within

about 1,0G0 miles west of Ca])e Mendocino, California, thus coming well

within the limits of D. nigripes.

71. Fratercula corniculata (Naum.) Gray.

81429 (3837) ad. 9 . St. Mathew Islaud, Bering Sea, Sept. 22, 1880.

Abundant on the cliffs near Cape Upright, where they were inacces-

sible except by shooting. They fairly cover the narrow ledges in com-

pany with fulmars and kittiwakes. Colors of the fresh bird: Bill red

and pale lemon, with narrow stripes of black in the grooves ; corners

of mouth yellow ; iris white ; eyelids red
;
palpebral appendages black

;

feet and legs orange ; lighter on the upper surface of the toes and front

of the feet ; worn and soiled so as to appear grayish on the under sur-

face of feet and toes.

The corners of the mouth are soft and 7iot callous. The palpebral ap-

pendages are also soft.

72. Phaleris psittacula (Pall.) Temm.

(34G5) sternum. Little Koniusbi Id., Shumagins, July 16, 1880.

Abundant. The bird whose sternum was prepared flew into a crevice

in the rocks, and was caught without being injured.

73. SiMORHYNCHUs CRISTATELLUS (Pall.) Merrem.

81430 (3827) juv. Big Diomede Island, Bering Strait, Sept. 10, 1880.

Changing to first plumage.

Great bunches of these little auks were brought to us by Eskimo at

Big Diomede. Mr. Baker secured six of the young also on the island.

74. Synthliborhamphus antiquus (Gm.) Coues.

81706 (3116) alcoliolic. Sitka Bay, Alaska, June 9, 1880.

81708(3117) ''

.

" " " " " "

81707(3118) " " " " '< " "

These specimens were shot by Lieut. Com. Chas. H. Eockwell, F. S.

N. ; small flocks were occasionally met with in the bay.

75. Brachyramphus marmoratus (Gm.) Brandt.

81431 (3069) ad. <J . Sitka Bay, Alaska, June 5, 1880.

(307<l) sternum of last.

81705 (3119) alcoholic. Sitka Bay, Alaska, June 9, 1880.

81703(3120) " " " " " " "

81704(3121) " " " " " " "

Not abundant j found in small flocks.
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76. TJRIA COLUJIBA (Pall.) Cass.

81700 (3128) head. Sitka Bay. Alaska, June 9, 1880.

81698(3129) " " " " " " "

81699 (3289) heads. PortAlthorp, " " 19, "

(3294) sternum. " " " " " "

At Port Altborp, on the 19th of June, 1880, 1 saw a dozen or more of

these birds feeding in a small cove on George Island. They are very

graceful in their movements. While feeding they put the head under

the water and paddle along with it in that position—moving rather

quickly. When one sees something in the water at a little distance

he makes a rush for it, and others follow to get the prize. In alighting,

after a short, rapid flight, they come down on the water with a tumble.

One of their calls resembles the chipping of a sparrow, and I mistook it

for that several times. They have a low whistle also.

We found it very abundant in the harbor of St. Paul, Kodiak, July

9 to 14, 1880.

77. LoMViA TROILE (Linn.) Brandt.

81697 (3303) head in alcohol. Chugachik Bay, Cook's Inlet, June 30, 1880.

(3305) sternum of last. " " "

(3321) 7 eggs. Chugachick Bay, " " "

Abundant in the inlet.

Distribution of species.
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Distribution of species—Continued.




