
Sl'RI news '98 
.ahsonian Tropical Research Institute Weekly Newsletter Panama. June 12, 1998 

Week's Seminars II Interactions Symposium at STRI 
• Stephen Phelps, University of T axas at 
Austin will give the Tupper noon seminar 
on lue, Jun 16. He will speak on the 
historical influences of species 
recognition: neural networks and 
Tungara frogs. 

Arrivals 
• Marc Van der unde and Coenraad 
Kriger. from Leiden University. The 
Netherlands, will work at Tupper from 
Jun 14 through Nov 24, on life history 
evolution in Drosophila. 
• Five Eanhwatch volunteers will be 
assisling Nancy Garwood, allhe Natural 
History Museum, UK., on SCI, 'rom Jun 
15·30, on a field test of the illustrated 
guide of seedlings of BCI and adjacent 
Panama. 
• Calvin Walker, a James Webb Intern 

n the U.S. International University in 
\Jalifonla, to work with the Office of 
Education al TIVoli from Jun 15 to Aug 
IS, on tropical ecology courses: a survey 
of comparable courses and market costs. 
• Robert Srygley, from the University of 
Washlng1on, will be in Gamboa from Jun 
16 through Jul 7, to study the orientation 
of buttertlies migrating across the 
Caribbean and Panama; mating behavior 
of owl buttertlies: buttertly systematics. 
• Jayne Yack, from Carleton University 
in Canada, will be at Tupper from June 
18-28,10 work on the auditory systems in 
buttertlies. 
• Sabrina Russo. from the University of 
Illinois. will be at Gamboa from Jun 18 
thorugh Aug 30. to study the proximate 
factors Influencing structure and 
behavioral dynamics of mixed species of 
antwren flocks in Panama. 
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STAI held its II Interactions Symposium 
at the Tupper Center on Wednesday, 
June 10. The first Interactions 
Symposium was held on March 18 under 
the coordination of Allen Herre. The first 
meeting covered different aspects of 
ecology, genetics, physiology, chemistry, 
behavior, history, culture and evolution. 
On June 10 symposium. t\lielve scientists 
participated with talks. Bob Stallard : 
Puerto Rican landslides and the 
sucession of interactions across 
landscapes ; Irby Lovette : The 
phyfOf)enetic structure and history of 
warbler radiations: a temperate and 
tropical warbler radiations; Jenny Apple : 
Effects of variation in resource availabiUty 
on complex species interactions; Ulrich 
Muller: Sensory biases and attiflCial 
selection of symbionts cultivated by 
fungus-growing ants; Courtney Murren: 

Am islands islands? Genetic structure of 
Catasetum lliridiflavum; Rex Cocroft: If 
you'd only listen; DeWayne Shoemaker: 
Wolbachia in Fig Wasp Communities: 
radiations, sweeps, and reprodudive 
manipulation ; Koos Boomsma : 
Interactions between AcromylTllex leaf 
Cutt9r ants and their social parasites; Wes 
Toller. Zooxanthellae in reef rorals: 
Interactions between genotypes... or 
what?; Cameron Currie: Fungalparasitism 
of leaf-cutting ant gardens: attack of the 
killer Esoovoosis; Don Windsor. BeeNe 
mites and mite beetles; Jerry Howatd: 
Responses of dominant plant species in 
tile BCNM to removal of mammals and 
insects. According to Herre, about 40 
people atterded the second sYrTl>Osi.Jm. 
Due to lhe success of these one-day 
meetings, a third interactions SYfllXISum 
will be organized in the near future. 

Visiting scientist Jarie Wulff from Uiddletuy College compares sponge specimens from !he PacifIC and 
the Atlantic al tle Naos Sea Waler pavillion. Also in the J1loto is predoctoral fellow Juan Mate, from tIE! 
University 01 Miami. who collaborated wiHl her in collecting specimens from the Pacific ... Janie Wulff. 
investigadora visitants de Midd/ebuly College, CCJlTlpara especfmenes de esponjas del Pacifico y el 
Altanlico en eI pabeU6tl de agua salada de Naos. Tambien en la low, esla Juan Mare. bet:atio 
predoctora/ de .Ia Universidad de Miami, quien coIabor6 COlI eJld coIectando especimenes en el 
Pacifico. (FOIo · .IlA Q..erra) 
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Lombardo, D'Croz and Heckadon to World Expo '98 
Lombardo, O'Croz y Heckadon a Expo '98 Usb""'" 

Elena lombardo, Assistant Director for 
External Affairs, Scientist luis D'Croz 
and Stanley Heckadon, Special Advisor 
to the Director will travel to lisbon, 
Portugal, to represent STRI at the 
Panama pavillion in the World's Expo 
'98, at the Invitation 01 IPAT and 
Panama Expo '98 Commissioner earlier 
in the year. The Expo '98 lisboa, the 
last of the millenium, wlU have the 
Oceans as its central l heme and w~1 be 
open for 120 days. from May 22 to 
September 30. The Panamanian 
pavillion theme is "Los Oc~anos, un 
Patrimonio para el Futuro" (The Oceans, 
a Legacy for the Future) . STRI will 
participate with the exhibit "Panama: 
One Islhmus and Two Oceans" and a 
new bilingual brochure , prepared by 
Marco DCaz from the Office of Education. 
On June 16, Elena Lombardo will 
present a STRI general overview. 
Stanley Heckadon will give the lecture 
Panama: Biological and Cultural Bridge 
of the Americas, and luis D'Croz will the 

Departures 
• Olga Linares will be in France from 
Jun 14 through Sep 30. She will continue 
research on the Oiola peoples and will 
prepare for field work in Senegal. 
• David Roubik will leave from June 14 
through ...luI 18. He will work al SERC, in 
Washington D.C. , wUl take some days off 
and also attend the AIBS meetings in 
Baltimore, MD. 
• Ira Rublnoff, will be in Boston and New 
York on official business, from Jun 19·23. 

Leaving STRI 
Deja a STRI 

Ortarm Hemcirdez leaves STRI to work as 
assistant curator of the Panama Canal 
Museum. He recently grOOJated .rom US· 
MA in corrrnmications with a thesis on 
foklore studies. Hernardez started working 
for STRI as a vokJnteer during the Coral 
Reefs Symposium in 1996 in the reception 
deSk. He was hired later that year as recep
tionist and assistant to the Tupper manager. 

ledure The Isthmus of Panama: Where 
the Continent Meets and Two Oceans 
are Born. STRI officials at Expo '98 
Usboa will also take this opportunity to 
present the books by Stanley Heckadon 
Naturalisias del Islmo de Panama 
(Naturalists of the Isthmus of Panama] 
and Central America: A Natural and 
Cultural History, by Anthony Coates. On 
display at the exhibit will be the book by 
Allen and Robertson, Fishes of the 
Tropical Eastern Pacific ••• Elena lom
bardo, Directora Adjunta para Asuntos 
Ex/emos, Luis O'Croz, Cientffico. y Stan· 
ley Heckadon·Moreno. Asesor Especial 
del Director, viajaran a Usboa, Portugal, 
a representar a STRI en el pabel16n de 
Panama (H'/ ~po '98 Lisboa, por Jnvita· 
ci6n de la Comisaria de Panama Expo 
'98 a principios del al'lo. La Feria Mundial 
Expo 98 Usooa, /a ultima del milenio que 
liens cemo tema centra/los Dreanos, se 
mantendra abierta por 120 dias, del 22 
de mayo al 30 de septiembre. EJ tema 
del pabell6n de Panama es "Los Ocea· 

HernAndez will be replaced by Lourdes 
Vejas (S8OJOO from the left), who worked in 
his place i1Jrirg his absence lNhile he was 
in Spain on a lellowsh". We wish Orlarm 
and Lourdes success ill their neoN positions 
••• Orlando Hemandez deja a STRI para 
trabajar como asistente de curador en eI 
Museo del canal de Panama. Meses atras 
S6 grcxJud cn comunicaci6n en Ia USMA, 
con una tesis sabre esttxios foJl<J6ricos 

nos, un Patrimonic para eI Futuro. " STRI 
partic/para con Ia exhibici6n ·Panama: 
Un Istmo y Dos Oc~anos", y un brochure 
bilingOe para exhibici6n preparado por 
Marco Dfaz, de la Oficina de Educaci6n. 
EI dra 16 de j unio Elena Lombada pre
sentara una charla de IntrodUCCi6n gene
ral a STRI y sus oportunidades. Stanley 
Heckadon dara una cenferencia sabre 
"Panama: Puente Biof6gicc y Cultural de 
/as AmOOcas, y Luis D'Croz data una 
conferencia sabre "EI istmo de Panama: 
Donde Se Une Un Cont/nente y Nacen 
Dos ~anos. Los funcionarios de STRI 
en Expo '98 Lisboa aprovecharan esta 
oportunidad para presentar los libros de 
Stanley Heckadon, Waturalistas del 
Istmo de Panama" y ·Central America: A 
Natural and Cultural History" {Gemroa· 
mfirica: Historia Natural y Gultural}, por 
Anthony Coates. En el pabell6n de Pa· 
nama tambien se exhibira el tibto de 
Allen y Robertson "Fishes of the Tropical 
Eastern Pacific" [Peces del Pacifirn 
Tropical Oriental). 

Hernandez empeza a trabajar en Tupper como 
vo/umaria en la recepcian durante e/ Simposio 
de Anccifcs Coralinos en 1996. Mas tarde 
obtuva eI trabajo de recepcion/sla y as jslente de 
fa administraci6n del Tupper. Lourdes Vejas 
(segunda de izquiera a derechaJ qujen Iran";" 
como recepcionista cuando Hernandez vir 
Espalla cen una beca de intercambio, fo fe"" .. 
p/azara. A ambos les deseamos exito en SU! 
nuevas rrabajos. 


