
news March 4. 1996 

Smithsonian lkopical Research Institute· Apartado '1f172. Balboa, Panamol • Tel 227-6022 • Fax 232-5978 

TUPPER CENTER SEMINARS 

Tue, Mar 5, noon seminar speaker will be Steve Phillips, 
UBC Geological Sciences 
Organic SedimentR'Y Response to ERrthquRM-Driven 

Subsidence in a Coastal Peat Deposit, 
BoeRs de.! Toro, Pa,ulma 

Wi; 'Abstract 
Implications of ~o,* subsidence on the evol':1tion of 
a large peat"deposlt near Olanguinola on the. Caril?be­
an coast of western:;Panama were examined in the 
wake :!of a Ms 7.5 ~rthquakeI!jAprj1i! 1991. The 
depositisappro~imately 80 :"I.kmln extenti averages 
~.s' u( In thlct<r ... , :~ oo"pies the width ,,'.the 
narrow coastal plain 'belWeen the TalamanC\ Cordil~ 
ra and barrier beach (m a .. ~lsmlca~y active part o/the 
caribbean c:;:oast. B~' on veg~tion zonation~ topog· 
raphy and hydrology, the modem Changul,nola mire 
complex ,~~ ~ ~~d~- into a~, co~cren~Y 
zoned; ombrotfoph1c.:western section, 'and a'disseded 
and paitj;illy' rheotrOphic ~em section. · Differing 
hyclrologlcal regtmes;Qf th~ 1W0 sectiOI\S are refle<;!' 
ed In the physkaloand chemical stratigraphy of the 
peal In the ~es~;etn~ secti6~ ~ vertical succeSslon of 
peat types, highly l\1l.mifled~t the base and margins, 
and more fibrk In the upper central part, Is ,the result 
of Internal hydi'ologi£a! ~~ ... , created I,>y de!lSity 
and pepnea9,ility vaiiations In th~ peat. T\;le mire Is 
In.SUlated ~Jii J:\)Orlne and ' fluvia\ .. iPfluences by 
lopography and hydrQlogy, and <Uspl;lys nQ evidence 
of fluCtfiating ~Jeve1. The east~ ~ori 0'£ the mire 
is In part ... rheOtroplllc, with. 0 Complex mosaic of 
vegetation t~ .. , and ' ls ·segmented Intp distinct 
clralnage .~ br. !j¥ blackwater cree}<; channels. 
Effects of this marlne,lnfluence are locallzedoto the bay 
01)(\ ~~~ \~Earillq't'~~rven coastal 
subsldence,1s greatest In the southeas~ and fIas lead to 
di'ownlng of thedel""'i~ Subside1ceeveniscatse the 
lev.el)n th.e blac!qY\iter,;creeJ(S, movl!jg !liO Jront ..of 
marine lnfluence >;> to the northwest (inl3rid), and 
leading to the rep1B:~ment 0t freshwater . yegetation 
with.:~grqves.The degree ()f pen(!tratlon-of marine 
waters remains restricted, howev'et;' to' marginal peats. 
an increase in the 5caJ.e of subsidence events may 
overcome the response capability of the mangroves 
and lead to disruption of internal hydrologipl bound· 
aries and ultimate deflation and drowning of the mire. 
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BAMBI SEMINAR 

Wednesday (please note change of day) Mar 6, Bambi 
seminar speaker will be Tal Roulston. Auburn Univer­
sity, Alabama 

Pollen Protein Levels: Implications 
for Pollen Eating Organisms 

Transportation and dinner reservations are essential 
Please call BCI at 272-2124 or 272-2142 

NC1te from BCl: Oris Acevedo will return fo her 
duties in the Island starting Tuesday, March 5. 
You can conlad her by phone or e-mail. 

NAOS LABS LUNCHEON 

..

. ~ . Fri, Mar 8, Naos Laboratories Iun-
~ " cheon seminar speaker will be Mi-
, - chael McCartney, Sloan fellow from 

Scripps Institute of Oceanography 
BroRdClut Sp4'W11ing Q.nd Its Conuquences 

for Mating Success, Bruding Systems, 
Rnd Reproductive IsolRtion 

PEOPLE 

Arrivals 
• Chiharu Koshio, Mar 2-29 Aug, to study the We 

history and reporductive strategies of tropical diurnal 
moths, on BCl 

• Jeffrey Brawn. Dlinois Natural History Survey and Scott 
Robinson. Mar 4-18, to monitor the dynamics of avian 
communities and population In Central Panama and to 
study the stability of tropical forests and tropical forest 
fauna on military installatiorn of the Panama Canal Area. 

• Alexandra Sangmeister, Natural Zoological Park.. Mar 
7-7 May, to study individual territoriality in two 
tropical birds: Why not cooperate? 

• John Humphrey, Colorado5<hool 01 Mines, Mar 9-17, 
to study early meteoric diagenesis and water rockint­
eraction of holocene polymineralic carbonate islands, 
San Bias. He will be stationed at Naos. 

Departures 
• Hector GuzmAn, Mar 1-14, to Honduras to work at 

Cayos Cohinos Field Station. 
• Richard Condit, Mar 5-15, to Manaus, Brazil to a ttend 

the meetings of CIFOR. 
• Ira Rubinoff, Mar 5-8 to Washington OC, on official 

bussiness at 51. 
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I'ROM TilE SECRETARY 

It Is with deep personal regret that I announce that 
Sylvia H. Williams, Director of the Smithsonian's 
National Museum of African Art, pasSed away today 
after a brief Dlness. Appointed in 1983 by Secretary S. 
Dillon Ripley. Sylvia bullt her Museum and its collection 
into a first-class center for the study and appreciation of 
African art and culture. At the same time, she remained 
a wise and fair-minded counselor to me and other senior 
officials. l know I pin many Smithsonian colleagues and 
an even wider circle of her friends and admirers in 
mourning her loss. I extend my deepest sympathies to 
her dear husband, Charlton. We will be in further 
communication with respect to memorial arrangements 
as soon as they are kno..rnMichad Heyman, Feb 28, 1996 

T1l1NGS YOU SIIOULD KNOW 

From the Director's Office ••• Del Director 
Due to recent thefts at the Tupper Center, aU staff 
members. fellows and visitors are required to wear their 
STRl1dentiflcation camels. For more information.. please 
contact Alejandro Hernilndez, at TIvoli ••• Debido Q 

1Obos perpetrados en t1 Centro Thpper reder1tnnente, fodos los 
onpleados tk STRl, becarios Y visitantes debenin u.so.r su 
identifiau:i6n de STRI. Para mayor informaci6n, favor 
comunialrst con Alejandro Hern4ndt::z , en T(voli. 

From the Office of Design and Construction 
D. Lz Oficin" de Disdio y Constnu:ci6n 

Today, Monday, March 4, construction work started in 
front of the main entrance to the Tupper complex on 
Roosevelt Avenue. This effort will provide SI'RI staff 
and visitors with parking space for 2S vehicles. In the 
meantime, your cooperation will be appredated, since 
no parking will be allowed in the area. For more tnfor­
matio"* please consult Julio Polo or Edmundo Rodriguez 
at the Office of Design and Construction, Pastor's House 
••• Hoy lunes 4 de ntaT20 st iniciaron los trabajos de 
construcciOn {rtntt II. los estacionarnientos de Is entrtUkl 
principal al complejo del Centro Tupper, en /a A_ida 
Roosevelt. utos tTtlhRjos dizran soluci6n de estRCionRmiento Q 

empletuJos y visitantes de STRI para 25 autom6uiles. Durante 
hi cxmstTucci6n, se agradecmf su cooperaci6n, ya que tiD se 
permjtir4 eslaci01l1lrst en tI 4rea. Para mayor info17tl4d6n, 
favor comuniCllTSe con Julio poro 0 Edmundo Rodriguez de In 
Ofidna de Dise.110 y ConstTucci6n, Pastor's House. 

NEW STRI PUBLICATIONS 

Aparicio U. Karia M. and p&ez o. Le6n, Guadalupe. 1996. 
Estudio de Ia Avifauna del parque Natwa1 Metropolita­
no, Panama Thesis. PanamA: University of Panama. 

Ebert.. Dieter and Herre, E. Allen. 1996. 11te Evolution 
of Parasitic DIseases." Parasitology Today 12; 96-101. 

Lipsitdt, Marc,. Nowak,. Martin ~ and HeIl'e, E. Allen. 
1996. "Host Population Structure and the Evolution of 
Virulence: a law of Diminishing Returns." Evolution 
49: 743-748. 

Meinzer, F.e... Goldstein, G., Jackson, Paula, Holbrook, 
N.M., Gutieuez, M.V. and Cavelier, Jaime. 1995. 
"Environmental and Physiological Regulation of 
Transpiration in Tropical Forest Gap Species: the 
Influence of Boundary Layer and Hydraulic Proper­
ties." OecologiD 101, 514-522-

P~rez, Rolando, Condi~ Richard, Aguilar, Salom6n, 
Hemfndez, Andres and Villarreal, Ana. 1996. "lnven­
tano de ]a Vegetad6n de la Isla de Coiba. Panama: 
Composid6n y Floristica:' RnJist4 d, Biologfa Tropical 
44(1): 3140. 

Sevenster, Jan G. The Community Ecology 0/ Frugivorous 
Drosophila in a Neotropicol Forest. Leiden: The Nether­
lands. 

Sevenster, Jan C. and van Alphen. Jacques JM ''Coexis-­
tence in Stochastic Envirorunents 'Through a Ufe History 
Trade Off In Drosophila. In; Adaptation in Stodwstic 
Envirrmme:nts: Udures Notes in Biomathematics 98: 155--172 

Shorrocks, Bryan and Sevenster, Jan C. 1995. "Explai­
ning Local Species Diversity." Procudings of tit< Royal 
Soddy of London B 260: 305-309. 
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AT TilE OFHCE OF EDUCATION 

Tupper Center,. Office 1340 
You will find information on: 
• Sixteenth Annual'96 £SRI User Conference on-line. 
• Biological Dynamics of Forest Fragments Project of 

the Instituto Nacional de Pesquisas cia Amazonia and 
the Smithsonian Institution call for proposals 1996. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Se Vende 
"Exercise Glider" can medidor de tiempo y calorfas 
(maquina para ejercitar simuladora de esquiar) $120. 
lnteresados favor comunicarse con Mercedes Denis. 


