
STRI newsleHer Octob .. 31, 1995 

SMITHSONIAN TROPICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE - Apartado 207.2.. Balboa,. Panama No.41..cJ 

TUPPER CENTER SEMINARS 
Tue, Oct 31, noon seminar speakers were 
be John H. Christy, Patricia Backwell, 
STRI.1bomas Kreuter, Germany and Seiji 
Goshima 
Sand Wonns: II Crllb's Worst Nightmare 

AbstrQct 
Tnt ebbing tide has drained your burrow. 
Like all fiddler crabs you emerge onto the 
sUrfact Imd fud by scraping up bits of dia· 
tom-rich stdj~nl . Now a tao Sltps from 
your burrow's "drana, /I aimson muscul4r 
tube, laden 'With gluey rnurous, mLpts from 
b(Jow, entwines Imd tdhus you to the spot. 
A nemuttiln toorm has struck. A spiu on tltt 
worm's proboscis probes but glancts off your 
t%osktlelon. Should your armor fail tltt toot

m's neurotoxins will para/he you, its pro
boscis will retrad, its hw wiU enta your 
body and tM UXlnn will suck out your soft 
tissu~. But aU is not lost for you have sever
QI defenses thilt give you and llu toorm aoout 
IUt tvtn chana 0{ suaess. 1 wiU describe 
t~ dqenses and othn' !tllJures of the IUIlu
fa l history of this frequent turd drrutJilJic 
predatory interaction. 

OCTOBER TALKS 

• On Tue, Oct 17, Don Windsor talked 
about beetle behavior in the Behavior 
Discussion Group meeting. 

• On Fri. Oct 20, Pedro GonZ<l\ez, STRl's 
Post-doctoral fellow, discussed the &
"uena Diwr"gena of l"t,-ons, Rdrolnm
sposons, Qnd mtDNA. in Scu Urchin Gmzi
nIlte S~, at the N~ Marine lun
cheon seminar. 

• On Tue, Oct 24, noon seminar speake!" 
was Kathie Dickson, California State 
University: Evolution of Endotko-my in 
Tlmas: How Body Siu Makes Q Differena. 

• Fri, Oct 21, Haris L..essiolS discussed the 
Diadema mass mortality as a bottleneck 
event at the Naos Marine luncheon 
seminar. 

Reminder ••• Recorderis 
FJi. Nov 3 is the relebration or Panama's 
Independence Day, and a Holklay for 
SI'R1 ••• El viemes 3 de noviembre se 
c:ddmz fa imlep"ndma. de Panamd de C0lom
bia. y es frritldc pa'" STRI, 

Dennis DyksfT4 from th. c.nt.r frn' In","",tio,"d For<sby /We"';" (ClFOR), 
Indonesia, 'Oisitt'd Pmtilma lind STRI to get lJCtlW'iI:IWl with tile Institute's 
research ddivities and consider potential RI'US of rooperaoott. 1" the pIlato, 
Dykstra (retlter) met with members of STRl ami INRENARE to discuss U~ 
Darien Swtlmp Fonst MIUUJge",mt Project ••• Dtnnis Dykst1l2 dd Cndro 
Int~1 tk Investigaciones Fortslalts, Indonesit2, uisit6 Panamd Y STRI fllrtl 
fllmilitlrirJlrse am las actividadts tit investigaci6n y amsidctar tx>Sibks areas dl 
coopcraci6n. En la foto. C¥stra (antro) ~ rtuni6 am minnbros de STRI t lNRENA
RE, pam discutir eI proytdo tk manejo de Oltirxdts y produdos rIO madmlblls am 
comunidatks amrpesi1UJ5 e ind(genas tkllJariin. (Fokt M.A ~ 

PEOPLE 

Arrivals 
• Larry Abele, Robert Ricklefs and Beryl Simpson. reviewing 

members of the Professional Accomplishments Evaluation Commit
tee, Oct 16-19, for the PAEC meetings. 

• David Penny, University of Manchester, UI( Oct 17-9 Jan, 1996, to 
study the amber spider as a measure of biodiversity of fossil ecosys
tems. at BCI. 

• Marcelo Rodriguez. University of Brasilia. Oct 22-22 Jan '96, to work 
with Ross Robertson and Kenneth Clifton, in San Bias. 

• Gerhard Urquhart, University of Michigan, Oct 23-3 Dec, to conduct 
paleoecological investigation of patterns of disturbance and 
regeneration in hurricane and fire damaged tropkal swamp forests. 
He will be stationed at Tupper. 

• Jose luis Andrade, Mexico, Oct 2S-Aug '96, to work with Richard 
Meinzer in a study of environmental and physiological regulation 
of water flux through a tropical forest ecosystem, at Bel. 

• Andrew Baker, STRI's pre-doctoral fellow from the University of 
Miami, Oct 26-26 Oct '96, to study the symbiotic ecology of reef 
buildine: corals alone: the Pacific coast of Panama, a t Naos. 
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• Valeria Francisco, Universidad de Buenos Aires, Oct 
31-20 Feb, to work with Ross Robertson and Kenneth 
Clifton on spawning cycles by the Beau Gregory 
damselfish, at San Blas and Naos. 

• Don HUgie, Simon Fraser University, Canada. Oct 31-
14 Dec, to study the predator-prey gaming between 
Whimbrels (Numenius phaeopus) and fiddler crabs 
(Uca sp.), on mainland. 

• John Wenzel, Ohio State University, Oct 31-7 Nov, to 
work with Istvan Karsai and Zsolt Penzes in the 
insect architecture project, at BCI. 

• Istvan Karsai ard ZSOU penzes, Kossuth lliversity; Htmga
ry; 10 cany out studies on in<ed an:hlta:ture, at eo. 

• John Gittleman, University of Tennessee, Nov 2-16, to 
work with Roland Kays on the ecological influences 
of social structure: a study of two primate-like 
carnivores, at Gamboa. 

• DeW Reyes, Short-term visitor from BrOECO, Cuba, 
Nov 3-4 Dec, to work on the hepatic flora of the 
Sendero de. Interpretacron Panama in Altos Campana. 

Dep~ . 
• Mireya Correa, Oct 15-21, to Quito, Ecuador, to 

participate at the II Congreso Ecuatorumo de.. Botdnica 
and the flora Neotropica Commission meeting. 

• Jeremy Jackson, Oct '-18-11 Nov, to Paris, France: on 
official business pertaining the Coral Reef SympoSIUm, 
to Basel, Switzerland, to work at the Basel National 
History Museum, and to New. Orleans, to ~ttend two 
meetings of the GeolOgical Society of Amen<a. 

• Anthony Coates, Oct 21-12 Nov, to Washington D.C, on 
offidal business at 51 1hen to New Orleans, to attend 
the meetings of the Geological Society of America. 

• lAtvid West, Oct 23-2 Nov, to San Diego, to attned the 
UNOlS Research Vessel Operators Committee meetings. 
Then to Houston. to inspect the fabrication of the 
oceanographic winch for the R. V. Urmal. 

• Donald Wmdsor, O:t 23-4 Nov., to Japan, at the 
invitation of the Japanese goverrunent and colleagues, 
to present seminar. 

• Harry Bames, Oct 24-29, to Long Boat Key, to attend 
meetings of the NationaJ Associahon of Manne 
Laboratories. 

• Ira Rubinoff, O:t 25-7 Nov., to Washington D.C., on 
official business at 51. 

• Vielka Chang-Yau. Oct 27-5 Nov, to Washington 
D.C., on official business at the sr Libraries. 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

From the Director 
Owing my absence from STRl, Leonor Motta will serve 
as Acting Director from Oct 24-31 and Elena Lombardo 
from Nov 1-7. 
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From the Library 
During the absence of Vielka Chang-Yau from Oct 27-3 
Nov, Angel Aguirre will serve as Acting Chief Librarian. 

Activities at Tupper from Oct 17-2 Nov 
Tue, Oct 17 • PAEC meetings, SMR. Sam 

• Experiencias de Ilejing 95, CH, 8:30am 
Wed, Oct 18 • PAEC meetings, SMR, Sam 
Fri, Oct 20 • CfFS meetings, LMR, Sam 
Sat, Oct 21 • EEO meetings, LMR, Sam 
Mon, Oct 23 • ClFOR meeting, SMR, 1 :3Opm 
Tue, Oct 24 • Noon seminar by Kathie Dickson, AUD 

• CIFOR meeting, SMR, 1 :30pm 
Tue, Oct 31 • Noon seminar by John Christy. AUD 

• BOC meeting, LMR, 1 :30pm 
• ADEA meeting, SMR, 2pm 

Wed, Nov 1 • lsUunian College meeting, AUD, 4:30pm 
11m, Nov 2 • Culebra Exhibit Meeting, SMR, 4:30pm 

At the Culebra Marine Reserve from Oct 17-4 Nov 
Oct 17·19 
Sat, Oct 20 
Sun, Oct 21 
Tue, Oct 24 
Oct 25 &< 21 
Thu, Oct 26 
Sat, Oct 28 
Tue, Oct 31 
Wed, Nov 1 
Thu, Nov 2 
Sat, Nov 4 

Colegw Javier 
Grupo Ecol6gico dellnstituto America 
Universidad Sanla Maria 
St. Mary School 
Colegio lAs Bethlemitas 
Cole.gia Bilingiie Ce.rro Vie",o 
Centro Recreativo ZODIAC 
EscueJa EI JopOn 
Se.ccian de Trabajo Social de La Polida 
Escue.La El Paralso 
Volunlarios de. ANCON 

At BCI Station from October 14-5 November 
Sat, Oct 14 Croups from Colegio Ul. Salle and ANCON 
Sun, Oct 15 Croup from Balboa High School . . 
Sat, Oct 21 Groups Summit and InstituJo Ennco Fe.nm 
Sun, Oct 22 Group from Instituto Corrurcial de. Panama 
Sat Oct 28 Groups from ACUPAN and Panama 
Su~, Oct 29 Group from Colegio San Judas Tatte.o 
Sat, Nov 4 Groups from USMA and UP 
Sun, Nov 5 Visitors from Panama City 

Reminder ••• Recorderis 
Effective Sat, Oct 14, L:zs Cruces schedule changed on 
week-ends. It leaves SCI at 6:30am and Gamboa at Sam. 
Also, the SACA bus leaves its tenninal to Gamboa at 
7am on week-ends. The afternoon schedule remains the 
same ••• A parlir del stfbado 14 de octubrt, el horario del 
bole "lAs Cruces " cambia duranl e. los fines de semana. Salt 
de BCI a las 6,3Oam y de Gambc<l a las 8am. EI bus de SACA 
parle. Iuzcia Gamboa a las tam ambos so.oodo y domingo. El 
horaria de las tardes sigue igual. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

From the Office of Human Resources 
• Isis Ivancic was selected to fill the position being left 

vacant at the Office of the Assistant Director for 
Scientific Support Services. At the VISitOrs Of6ce, the 
position vacated by Isis will be occupied by Crelis 
Arosemena. Congratulations to both of them! 

• Remember to schedule your use or lose leave by 
November 25th. Annual leave in excess of 240 hours 
cannot be carried into the next leave year. Such leave 
will be foe rfeited if it is not used by January 6; 1996. 
Employees with excess use or lose leave may wish to 
donate some of their annual leave to those in need of 
leave through the Leave Donor Program. 
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• Combined Federal Campaign: It is time again to 
make pledges (or this yea r's Combined Federal Cam
paign. Last year, SfRI was most generous in its pledges. 
Contributions may be made by payroll deduction, which 
makes it possible for most of us to make a really gene
rous gilt by spreading the contribution out over a year. 
Each facility secretary has pledge cards (or aU interested 
employees. Also, there are a few catalogues available for 
the employees to share. A special lapel pin has been 
designed to be presented in appreciation foroutstanding 
giving: An Eagle Award to recognize those conbibutors 
who pledge 1 % of the;, salary, and the Double Eagle, 
for contributors who pledge 2% or more. TIle campaign 
runs until November 30th, but they will accept pledges 
for a few weeks longer. 

New Assistant aI !he 8th Coral Reefs Symposium 
Effective Monday, O:tober 16, Olga Barrio started wor
king at the Office of the Coral Reef Symposium to assist 
in the preparation of this upcoming event on June 1996. 
We welcome Olga and wish her success in her new 
position. ·· A portir del lunes 16 de odubre, Olga Barrio 
empez6 • trabaja, til /a oficina del Simposw de Amrifes 
Coralil1D5, para asislir en los prq:xJrativos de esle evenlo a 
Uevarse II cabo en jU'lio de 1996. Le dtseilmos el mayor de los 
ixiJQS en esta tlum:! posiciOn. 

En un esfueno poT mantener III dfa a Ja comunidad de STRl 
sobre las ,.olicias, oportunidades y medid4s que se gellfflU1 etl 
Washington pam 105 emplauJos del Smithsonian, Amarjit 
("Margie") Clingan destin6 un 4retl de la ofidna de distribu
dOn de correos en e1 Centro Tupper para est#! material infornw.
tivo, as' como olTOS documenlos de inleres. (rato: M.A. Cwtn'lJ 

STRI November Birthda~ . 
Xenia Guerra 2 
Carlos Urbina 6 
Marla Leone 7 
Marla josefa Villar 8 
Amargit Clingan 10 
Olga Linares 10 
Moises Troya 10 
Milton Garcia 11 

Volunteer Research Assjstant Available Jeremy Jac1c.son 13 
Jennifer Sokolove, Stanford University, will visit Panama Conrado Tapia 13 
from Nov 15-20 Dec. She wishes to work at STRI as Edmundo Rodriguez 22 
someone's volunteer to learn more about what research Erasmo Alvarado 25 
areas are rurrently being explored and to focus her own Mercedes Arroyo 27 

~esearcll~;~in~te~r~es~ts:'~5~inc~e~5he~is~E~~t~o Ph.D. programs Basilio Meta 28 and For more infor- Saturnino Martinez 29 
the ~ ________ ~Lu~is~IT~C~ro~z~ ____ ~2~9 ____ -=======~ ____ _ 
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FELLOWSHIP OPORTUNITIES 

The Smithsonian offers a variety of fellowships in anthropo
logy, biological sciences, earth sciences, history of art, science 
and tedmology, materials anruysis and social and cultural 
hisIory. This fellowship suport resean::h in residence at Sf in 
association with the staff using the Institution's resources is 
for postdoctoral scholars, doctoral candidates and graduate 
students. Those interested in any of these fellowships may 
stop by the Office of Education at ThppEl' or E·mail at siofg
@sivm.si.edu, giving your area of study, dates of graduate 
degrees received and/or expected and yOUT mailing address. 
Deadline for sr Fellowships is January 15, 1996. 

XIV Cmrgreso Cientifico Nacional 
Durante el XIV Congreso Oentffico Nadonal ce1ebrado en 
la Universidad de Pana.m.A del 24 al 26 de octubre, parta
paron, por invitadon de Vicerrectoria de Investigaci6n y 
Postgyado, 
• Helena Fortunato: EI desa"ollo larvaf de dos especies de 

tslrombinns del Pacifico 
• Roberto Ibanez y Stanley Rand: La ooriaci611 ttl la composi

ciOn de especies de anunlS at la regiOn antral de Panama 
• Francisco So](s, Roberto Ib.inez y Cesar Jaramillo: Uzs 

strpientes presmtes en PanamJ 
• Cesar Jaramillo y Roberto lbai'lez: Eleutherodactylus 

museosus: una especie. nueoo de Tana (Anura: Leptodadyli~ 
iLJe) de las tierras a/tas de Pananui. 

Primer Encuentro NaciDnal de ALIECEN 
El Ministerio de Educad.6n y 1a Universidad de pa.nama 
OXlvoc:aron aJ I Encuentro Nadonal de Investigadores en Ja 
EnseiIanza de las Oendas Exactas Y NatwaIes, organizado 
po< Ia As0dan6n Lstinoamericana de Investigadores en Ia 
Ensei\anz:a de las Ciendas Exactas Y Na turales. En carta 
dirigida a1 director ha Rubinoff, los organizadores del 
evmto invitaron a la comunidad cientifica de SI'RI a 
partiripar en el encuentro. Mireya Com!a y Claurua Peralta 
dictaron el seminario taller ''Biodiversidad Vegetal: flora de 
Panama" y el per.;onal a cargo de Ia organizaci6n del VlD 
Simposio Intemacional de Amrifes Coralinos y Ia Oficina 
de Educaci6n de SI'RI contribuyeron con infonnacion sobre 
las actividades de investigaci6n dellnstituto en Panama, y 
eI prograrna pllbllco que 50 Ilevar.! a cabo dwante eI 
simposio de arrecifes. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

u.t of New Books at the Library 
La ListR de Libras Nuevos en la Bibliot=z 

The section "New SIRI Booklist" of the STRI newsletter is 
now available directly from the library in CroupWJSe. 
Printed copies can be fOtmd at the Ubrary and a copy will 
be sent to all facilities' secrelaries for those not conMded to 
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GroupWise. BCI will receive printed copies as usual ••• lA 
l~ta de libros reciln lIegadcs • la biblio/eal est4 dispc>;icWn '" 
GroupWis< directament' de fa Bibliot=. O>pias impresas pueden 
obtenerse en Ia bibliotectl y se Ie mandnnf una copia a las secreta
rills de aula estaci6n de trahajo p>1Il aqudJos 110 conectodcs • 
GroupWis<. BG seguiTd recibiendccopias impresas comosiempr<. 

For InIemet U""", 
• Nature is now on~line. You can find valuable additions 

to Nature at http://www:nature.com 
• World-Wtde Web document entiUed Neogene Marine 

Fossils of Tropiall Ameriol (http" /porites.geology.uiowa
.edu) is now available via Internet. Images and taxono
mic information are rurrently available for hermatypic 
corals, gastropods, and ostracodes cone;:ted as part of 
the Panama Paleontology Project, coordinated by Anth
ony Coates and Jeremy jackson of SfRI, and the Domi
nican Republic Project, coordinated by Peter Jung and 
John Saunders of the NatwaI History Museum in BaseL 
For more information please contact Helena Fortunato at 
the Naos laboratories. 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Raineldo Utrio/Q'. New 'liIiEp1wru! Number 
Raineldo Urriola, scientific coordinator at Tupper changed 
his home phone number to 268-4387. 

Reminder from Barbara Casana 

This past weekend the US turned their clocks back one 
hour for Daylight Savings Tune adpstment This means 
that Panama and Washington are on the same time now. 

For Sale ••• & Vende 
• Hyundai Elantra 1992. a/c, std., 4 doorn, red. 
• Mercede5 Benz, 2B(6E, 1982. ale. 4 doors, grey. Doth 

cars are in excellent condition. For more information 
please caU Daniel Millan. a. w.h., at 276-6725. 

• Computador 4860X-SO con 4 ME memoria RAM" moni~ 
tor a colores SVCA y tarjeta SVCA con 1MB. Disco duro 
250 MB, 1 puerto paraJel0, 2 puertos seria1es (mouse y J 0 

modem). Unklades de discos flexibles de 3Y.t y 51A. 
Tarjeta para manep de video. Precio SI,650 negociable. 
lnteresados Damar a Carlos Mwioz despues de las 6pm 
aJ 221-2518. 

• ''Original'' double bwner exercise machine (ahnost new) 
$100. Interested please call Men:edes Denis. 

CarWanl£d 
Ronald Kays and Judy Hudock. Gamboa, are looking to 
buy a uc;ed car, preferably 4x4 or at least with good dearan
ce, for use during next year:. E-mail them at Sstri02.gam
boa.gaml83d@ic.si.edu,orcan 276-6278, U you know of any 
cars for sale. 


