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011 Friday, Jan 6, STru offered a press cOIl/erence to prescllt ti,e book "Fis/lts of tilt Tropica l Eastern PQcific", l1y 
Gerald A. Allen mId D. Ross I~obertso" . TIle eve"t was n Ue"ded by tlte most important Ioeainewspapers, radio allil 
TV stations. In the pllotos (left) Robertson alltopaplls a copy of tile book; on the left, Tony Coates welcomes the 
media and (in ti,e table, from th e left) Gllstavo blstines, Director of tire Panamanian Fis1ling Association and Mirey 
Endara, INRENARE Depllty Director. Witl, tile"', Stanley Heckadoll and D. Ross Robertson, STRI. 

TUPPER CENTER SEMINARS 

Tue, Jan 17, noon seminar speaker will be 
Daniel Rubenstein, Princeton University 

Ecology and Social OrganizatiolJ 
ill Horses, Zebras and Wild Asses 

Abstract 
Although all equids are members of the 
same genus and are very similar both 
morphologically and physiologically, they 
exhibit a wide array of socL:'\l organiza
tions. Whereas horses and plains zebras 
live in permanent membershi p group of 
n"\any females and one m..11e, Grevy's 
zebras and the wild asses live in more 
amorphous groups in which female mem
bership changes often and males only 
visit occasion.:111y. This talk ex.:1mines what 
benefits and costs are associated with 
group living in equlds, how they are 
amplified or attenuated by different envi
ronmental conditions, and thus how the 
differences in social organization evolve. 

(Photos: A. Montana) 

BAMBI SEMINAR 

ThurSday, January 19, Bambi seminar speaker will be Dan Rubenstein, 
Princeton UniverSity, 7:30pm. 

Reproductive Strategies of Horses, Zebras and Asses: 
Decisions, Decisions, Decisions 

Call BCI for transportation arrangemenls. 

PEOPLE 

Arrivals 
• Andrew Baker, UniverSity of Miami, Jan 15-15 March, to work with 

Nancy Knowlton, at NelCs. 
• Irby Lovette, University of Pennsylvania, Jan 15-1 April, to stu dy 

the evolutionary ecology of West Indian Birds, at Naos. 

To All STRJ Scientific and Administrative Staff 
Director Ira Rubinoff will present:a 'state of STRl' addressl.to all 
members of the staff on Friday, January 20, at 3:00pm in the Tupper 
Center Auditorium. Rubinoff will rev iew a wide range of issues 
concerning SrRl's present and future developments. All are strongly 
encoura ed to attend. 
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• Elizabeth Newell, Hobart and WilHam Smith Colleges, 
NY. Ian 15-18 Feb, to study the dynamics of carbohy
drate storage in Neotropical canopy trees, at Tupper. 

• Alan Prather, University of Texas, Jan 15-28 Feb, to 
study the evolution of floral morphology of Cobaen 
(Poiemoniaceae) in relation to pollinators, a t Fortuna. 

• Daniel Rubenstein, Princeton University, Jan 16·21, to 
visit STRI facilities and present seminars at Tupper 
and BCI. 

• Carla Penx, ShorHerm fellow from the University of 
Texas, Jan 16·16 April, to study the phylogenetic 
relationship among HeJicoriiJi genera (Lepidoptera: 
NymphaJidae), at Gamboa. 

• Robert Srygley, University of Texas, Jan 16·31 Aug, 
to work with Carla Penz until April. and then contin
ue with his research on the orientation of butternies 
migrating acTOSS the Caribbean Sea and Pamma; 
mating behavior of owl bulternies and butterfly 
systematics, at Gamboa and BCI. 

• Sean Morris, and Keith Brust, Oxford Scientific Films, 
Jan 17·13 Feb, to continue their STRI filming project, 
at Camboa. 

• Pedro LeOn Azofeifa, Burch Fellow of Theoretical 
Medicine from the Molecular and Cellular Biology 
Center of the University of Costa Rica, Jan 18--21, for 
a brief visit of STRJ facilities and to consult with staff. 

• Ghislain Rompre, Illinois Natu ral History Survey, Jan 
20-15 Jun, to work with Jeff Brawn's project on the 
stability of tropical forests and tropical forest faum 
on milHaty installations of the Panama emal Area. 

• Fernando Santos Grnnero, new SI1U sdentist, to join the 
staff at Tupper. He is accompanied by his wife O arn 
and two daughters, Maria Soledad, 5, and Luciana, 3. 

Departures 
• A. Stanley Rand, Jan 15·22, to Brazil, on a research 

expedition. 
• D. Ross Robertson, Jan 17·30, to Providencia, Colom

bia, to do field research. 

Back in Panama 
We are happy to announce that Dr. Martin Moynihan is 
back in Panama since last week, and has had a total 
recovery from his recent illness. 

Reminder·· • Recorderis 
Monday, January 16 is th e commemora tio n of 
Martin Luther King Jr:s birthday and a Holiday fo r 
STRt ••• Ellr.mes 16 de enero es la cOllmemoraci61J del 
nacimiemto de Mart;', Lu.ther Killg Jr. w los Estados 
U/lidos y es d{a feria do para STRI. 
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Los Mas Destacodos del Alio 
tornado de "La Naciol/ " Costa Rial, 25/12/94 

"El reconocimiento como personaje de la ciencia 10 
obtuvo Pedro Le6n Azofeifa, miembro del Centro de 
lnvestigacion en Biologia Celular y Molecular de la 
Universidad de Costa Rica, quien fue premiado en 
setiembre por el Instituto Smithsonian, cuya sede central 
es ta en Washington. Sus proyectos se centran principal
mente en el anal isis genetico de enfermedades humanas, 
y entre ellas destaca una investigaci6n sobre la sordera 
hereditaria._." (pag.I7). ILe6n Azofeifa fue postulado por 
STRI para la Beca Ceorge E. Burch, y parte de este ano 
trabajara con nosotros, en ellnstitutol. 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

Informal "Get Togetbers" 
In the spirit of strengthening the relationship ilnd 
eXCha nge of ideas among the STru scientific community, 
visitors, fellows and heads of administrative offices, the 
STRl director w ill initiate informal get togethers on a 
period ic basis, starting on Friday, Jan 20, from 4·6pm, at 
the Tupper Center "Corotu" cafeteria. 11 will be on a cash 
bar basis, offering beer, wine, soft drinks and snacks for 
sale. Don' t miss this opportunity to interact with your 
colleagues in an informal and relaxed atmosphere! 

At the Library· •• De la Biblioteca 
The Library will close on Saturday, Jan 14, to allow its 
personnel 10 enjoy the lo ng week·end ••• El dia sabado 
14 de euero la bibliotecn penllanecera cerrada para que su 
personal pueda disfrutar del fin de semana fargo . 

At the Tupper Center 
Tue, Jan 17 • Noon seminar by Daniel Rubenstein, 

visiting scholar from Princeton Uni ver· 
sity, Auditorium. 

Wed, Jan 18 • Presentation of Imageries Contra Ef Sida 
Exhibi tion to the Minister of Health, 
Exhibit Hall, lOam. 

Fri, Jan 19 

• Administrative Managers' meeting, 
Large Meeting Room, 1:30pm. 

• General STRI Scientific and Adminis· 
trative Meeting, Auditorium, 3pm. 

• Informa l "get together", Cafeteria del 
COrot11. 4pm. 

At the CuJebra Marine Reserve 
Tue, Jan 17 
Wed, Ian 18 
Thu, Jan 19 
Fri. Jan 20 
S<lt, J<ln 21 

Escuela Naciolles U"idas 
E.scuela Naciolles U"idas 
Centro de Orielltaci6n l11fantil 
lard,." de Ni1ios 
Home schoolers <lnd adults 
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At the Barro Colorado Island Station 
Sat, Jan 14 Club Kiwanis and Colegio Jose 

Marfa Barran co, Cllorrera 
Sun, Jan 15 Ulliversidad Santa Maria l.Jz 

AntiglUl 
Sat, Jan 21 ANCON and Cruz Raja 
Sun, Jan 22 Panama Canal Commission 

African Honeybees Alert 
Alerta sabre Abejas Africanas 

.~ ••• iOJO! 
.@.. David Roubik has found 

an Afric.-,n honeybee 
colony at chest height on Zetek 4, 10 m 
N, in a faUen, large branch, on Barro 
Colorado Island. It is potentially very 
dangerous to those working in the ilfea 
-if they are not aware of it. hit it or 
disturb it ••• David Roubik Ita eneol/trada 
wIn colonia de abejas africallns, a fa altura del 
pecha (133m) que se encuenJrll sabre una 
Tamil grande carda a 10 metros al /lorte del 
Darmiloria Zelek 4 en In Isla de Barro Colo
rado. l.Jz colonia es po/mdafmente muy 
peligrosa TX'ra aquellos que lTabajall e'l el 
drea, si no estall al/anto de ella y la golpeall 
o molestan accidelltalmente. 

NEW STRI PUBLICATIONS 
Duke, Norman C. 1994. "A Mangrove 

Hybrid, SOllneratia xurama (Sonnera~ 
tiaceae) from No rt hern Aus tralia and 
Southern New Guinea." Australian 
Systematic Botany 7: 521-526. 

Ibanez D., Roberto, Jaramillo, Cesar A. 
and Solis, Francisco A. 1994. "Geo
graphic Distribution: Phylfobates lugu
bris." SSAR Herpetological Review 
25(4), 161. 

Paton, Steve, Castro, Isabe l C. and 
Whelan, pradraig. 1994. Int roduccioll 
a la Bioestadistica de Campo. Quito: 
Fundaci6n Charles Darwin para Islas 
Galapagos. 

Piperno, Dolores R. 1994. "On the Em
ergence of Agriculture in the New 
World ." Currellt Allthropology 35(5): 
637-643. 

COllstructioll work to remodel tile old libran) building has bee" 
completed. At tll is stage, tile building is undergoing electrical work, 
pain t ing and general decoration. Tile project is schedu led to be ready 
for the move of the librarians by mid-Februtlry ••• £1 trabajo de 
cOllstruccioll para remodelar el Viejo edificio de la bibliotera termin a para 
da r paso a los trabajos de electriddad, pintura y decoradon en general. Se 
espera que el proyedo esti listo para la mudtlnza de los bibliotecarios a 
mediados de febrero. (foto; A.. Mon /lmer) 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Call for James Smithson Society Grant Proposals 
The James Smithson SOCiety was established in 1977 by the Board of 
Regen ts and the Smithsonian National Board both to prov ide 
unrestricted funds in support of Ins titutional priorities and to grant 
funds on behalf of specific Smithsonian projects. Funds from the 
SOCiety, which composes the highest level of The Contributing 
Membership, are genera ted from members' anual cont ributions. Since 
its inception , the society has awarded annua l gran ts totalling more 
than $4 million to numerous Smithsonian projects including exhibi
tions, educational programs, research activit ies, and acquisitions. 
Proposal guidelines and a list of 1994 Society grants a re available 
from the Director's Office. All proposals must be chanelled through 
the unit direc tor and the appropriate programatic Assistant Provost 
or Assistant Secretary. After signatures are obtained, the proposals 
mus t be su bmitted before Ma rch 15. A panel comprised of three 
Smithson ian Council members will evaluate all proposals in mid-May 
a nd recommend awards for the Provos t's final approva l. 
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Curso de Dcndrologia Tropical 
Costa Rica, 13 a 31 de marzo 

El Programa de Educaci6n Continuada del Centro 
Cientifico Tropical de San Jose, Costa Rica, ofrecera un 
curso en espanal de Dendrologia Tropical para profe
sionales y personas interesadas en lngenieria Foresta l, 
bio togia, Conservaci6n de la Biodiversidad, Agrono- ~ 
mia, Omitoiogia, Ecologia, Geografia, Desarrollo Rural 
y otras areas de los recursos naturales. El objetivo del 
curso es 1a capacitaci6n intensiva en 1a identHicacion 
de campo de arboles y arbustos de l tr6p ico america no, 
principalmente hasta el nivel de familias y generos y, 
en algunos casos, hasta el nivel de especies. Capacita
cion suficien te para que los estudiantes progresen 
rapidamente por su cuenta en la identificacion de las 
plantas de otras regiones tropicales. El curso serfl 
eminentemenle practico. Se ofreceran abundan tes 
ejercicios en el au la y se hariin viajes inlensivos al 
campo en tres grandes regiones de Costa Rica. EI cupo 
es Iimitado a 18 personas y el costa total del cu rso, 
incluyendo alojamienlo, matrkula, alimentacion y 
viajes de campo es de $2,500. EI transporle aereo a 
Costa Rica no esta incluido. Para informacion adidona l 
favor ponerse en contacto can Humberto Jimenez Saa, 
Centro Cientifico Tropical, Apnrtado 8-3870-1000, San 
Jose, Costa Rica. Tels. (506) 225·2649 Y (506 253-3267 • 
Fax (506) 253-4963. Interesados en el formula rio de 
inscripci6n pueden acercarse a la Oficina de Becas y 
Educaci6n de STRJ, Centro Tupper. 

SAFETY NEWS ••• SOBRE SEGURIDAD 

Congratu lations to the BC I and San BIas "Emergen
cy Response Teams" whose timely and professional 
responses resulted in the successful evacuations of 
Gerhard Zotz and Plinio Gondola from thei r respective 
duty sta ti ons last Wednesday. On that afternoon , Zotz 
fell against the side of his boat experiencing bru ises 
and a few broken ribs. Around the same time, Gond
ola was hurt as he was lowering his boat into the 
wa ter, experiencing multi p le fractmes in his middle 
and index fingers for which corrective surgery was 
performed on Thu, Jan 12. 

The evacuations were the result of pre-established 
emergency procedmes which requ ired an important 
level of coordination. Most coordination is currently 
hand led through the mdio on Ch,:lIlnel 81. The Safety 
Office requests that anyone not involved in a rescue or 
evacuation operation, to s tay off the a ir until an "all 
clea r" announcement is made. As soon as a medical 
emergency is radio in, Channel 81 will be on emer-

s tatus until furthe r noli s ince accurate and 
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concise information must be transmitted. The person 
calling ou t for help must supply his or her name, 
location, emergency condition to his or her respective 
station. It is important to note thai long transmissions 
are often not copied well, so please keep transmissions 
to its minimum possible form •• • Nuestras felicitacio-
1/es a los equipos de urgellcia de Barro Colorado y San Blas, 
cllyas acciones rapidas y profesionales resullaron en las 
erncllaciones exitosas de Gerhard Zotz y Plillio Gondola de 
sus respectivas eslaciones de trabajo e1 miircofes pasado. 
Esa tarde. Zotz calM de su bOle, sufriendo severos golpes y 
costillas mtas. Al mismo tiempo GOlldo/a se accident6 
mientras bajaba su bote al agua, experimenlando fracturas 
multiples en sus dedos medio e indice, por /0 que fil e 
necesaria cirugia recollst ructiva, el iueves 12. 

Las evncuaciones 5011 el resliltado de procedimientos pre
estableddos que requ iere1l de un grado de coordinaciol1 
importanfe. La mayoria de la coordi"acion se maneja 
acluafmellie a lraves del radio, ell el CanalB1. La Ojicilla 
de Seguridad requiere que cualquiera que 110 este involucra
do en una operadon de rescale 0 evacuacion, se malilet/ga 
fuera del aire hasla que la selia I de "all clear" se escuclre. 
Tan pronto 111111 urgellcia medicn se trnllsmite por radio, e1 
CmllllS1 crttra ell estado de urgcllcia hasta "uevo aviso, ya 
que informacion concisa y precisa debe tra1/smitirse. La 
persona que pide ayuda debe dar su 1l0mbre, /oClJli zacioll y 
condicion de urgellcia a su eslacioll. Es imperlallte et!fatizar 
que las trmlsmisiOIle5 largas 110 se escuchall biell, por 10 que 
los menstljes debell manlellerse 10 nuis corlas posibll!s. 
jArriba cor, e1 bue" trabajo! 

TAKE A 
NUMBER 

, 


