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A" Apr 2. tlw govcmt1U:llt of Panama 
",{'si'utl'!1 Secretary Adams Wit/I OIU! of its 
hiShcst I'OllorS, ti,e Grell! Cross of Vasco 
NlllieZ de BalbOll for "is "visiOlt. i,.terest alld 
SIII'llort" of tl,e Smithsonian Tropical 
Researdl Institute in Panama.·. El dill 2 de 
abril, el Gobicrno de PQlUmuf presentO al $eaetD,io 
Ada,ns am uno de sus mas altos hooores, /a Gran 
Cruz de Vasev Nunez de Ba/roa, par Sit "vi5i6n, 
inter&; y uJX1YV" al instituto Smil1lSOninn de 
Investigadones Tropicales en Panamd. 

PEOPLE 

Departures 
• Ross Robertson, Apr 11-24, to Corsica, 

France, to do research at the Sf ARESO 
Marine Laboratory. 

• Qoria Zelaya, Apr 11-21, to STRJ D.C. 
office on official business. 

• Richard Condit and Elena Lombardo, Apr 
12-18, to Santa Fe de Bogotj, for the 
opening of Parting the Green Curtain at the 
Universidad de los Andes. 

• Richard Cooke, Apr 14-22, to St Louis, to 
attend the meetings of U'\e Society for 
American Archaeology, arw::l to Champaign, 
to give seminars at the University of Dlinois. 

• All<} Maria Ford, Apr 16-1 May, to DenvCf, 
CO, to attend the Nalion<11 Association of 
College Stores, tile CAMEX book exposi­
tion market and then on vacation. 

Jeremy B.C. Jackson introduced tIlt geologicill and biologicill histonJ 
of tile Is0mlus to members of OJe Smitllsonian National Board during 
tlteir tour to tile Naos lsltmd Laboratories ;.lnd Culebr;.l Point on Friday 
Apr 2. At till! santI! site, Naos scientists twd fellows, and marine 
educatioll staff also briefed tile visitors on current projects •• Jeremy 
B.C. Jackson ofrecio una introduccioll sabre Ia historia geolOgica y biolOgiw del 
Islmo de Pananui a miembros de Ia JunIa de Sf"dices del Smithsonian, du rallle 
su gira a los lAboratories de Isla Naos ya Punta Culebra. En el mismo lugar, 
investigadores y becarios de Naos y el personal de educacion marilla hablilroll 
sobre sus proyectos en curs~. (FolDS.: A. Mon"'.er) 

TUPPER CENTER SEMINAR 

Tuesday, Apr 13, noon seminar speaker will be C V.S. CunatHleke, 
UniverSity of Peradeniya, Sri Lanka. 

SeedU"g Ecology of Some Rai" Forest 
Canopy Species in Sri Lallka 

Abstract 
Eight species of the dipterocarp genus Shorea oo-occur as important 
canopy trees in the lowland rainforests of South West Sri Lanka. The 
seminar will explore the postulate that competition among seedlings of 
the several species respond differently to local environmental 
differences, The growth of seedlings from soils of topographically 
different s ites, from valley, midslope or ridge in a natural forest and 
from a pine plantation, will be assessed. How these eight closely-related 
species coexist in sympatry is of general importance to our 
understanding of the causes of high d iverSity in tropical rain forests. 
The da ta are also essentia l to conservat ion and prcx:.iuction forestry in 
Sri Lankan rain forests. 
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