
STRI newsleHer October ~ 1990 

SMITIISONIAN TROPICAL RESEARCH INSTITUTE - Apartado 2072, Balboa, Panama No. 41 

SEMINARS 

Tupper Center Auditorium 
Tuesday, October 16, Noon Seminar 
speaker will be Artemio Correa F., 
Colegio de Ingenieros Forestales de 
Panama: ' 

La Ciencia de la Silvicultura: 
Segundo Siglo de la Union Inter
nacional de Organizaciones de 
Investigacion Forestal (IUFRO) 

PEOPLE 

Arrivals 
Denise Thorin, Short-term Fellow, 
Oct IS-Jan 15, to work on growth 

Elena Lombardo, recently appointed as Assistant Diredor fo'r External and 
International Affairs, received a two diamond pin for 20 years of 
service on Friday, Od 5. Elena started working for STRI in December 
1969 ••• Elena Lombardo, promovida recientemente a Directora Adjunta 
para Asuntos Externos e Internacionales, recibiO el viernes 5 de octubre la 
distinci6n de dos brillantes por 20 alios de servicio. Elena comenz6 a 
trabajar en el STRI en diciembre de 1969. Foto: M.A. GuerrQ 

and carbon translocation under heterogeneous light conditions 
on the clonal herb Geophila repens. 

• Lenin Prado, Assistant to Robin Foster on the Forest Dynamics 
Project, Oct 14-Jan 15. 

• Manfred van Veghel, Short term Fellow, to work on genetic 
variance among Montastrea annularis. 

• Melvin Tyree, Jose Luis Machado, Herve Cochard, Dave 
Ellsworth, Oct 1S-Dec 15, to work on evolution and structure of 
terrestrial ecosystems. 

AWARDS 

~ Roberto Borrel received a cash award for great initiative and 
exceptional work during critical times ••• Roberto Borrel recibi6 
premio en efedivo en reconocimiento de su gran iniciativa y trabajo 
excepcional, especialmente durante tiempos de crisis. 

~ Raineldo Urriola also received a cash award for excellent work 
especially concerning security at Tupper Center ••• Raineldo 
Urriola tambitn recibi6 premio en efectivo en reconocimiento a su 
excelente trabajo en 10 referente a la seguridad del Centro Tupper. 

~ Dora Justo received a cash award for great support to Facilities 
Management ••• Dora Justo recibi6 premio en efectivo en recono-
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nocimiento a su excelente trabajo de apoyo al 
departamento de Operaciones. 

~ Carlos Tejada was also awarded in cash for identi
fying a problem with electricity bills at Naos, his 
coordination to restore operations after the Decem
ber '89 crisis at STRI facilities, and his careful 
planning and management of new facilities at BCI 
and Tupper Center ••• Carlos Tejada redbiD premio 
en efectivo en reconocimiento a su esmero en identificar 
un problema de recargo en las cuentas de electricidad de 
Naos, su trabajo de coordinaciOn en la reaperlura de las 
instalaciones de STRI luego de la crisis de diciembre del 
'89 y por su cuidadoso planeamiento y manejo de las 
nuevas instaladones en Barro Colorado y el Centro 
Tupper. 

THINGS YOU SHOULD KNOW 

From the Administration 
Effective immediately all Express Mail should only 
be used for official purposes and/ or emergencies and 
must accompany a note from the requestor 
specifying: "Official" 

From Procurement 
• When preparing your requisitions please indicate 

catalog year and number, and attach if available, 
the proforma and/ or quotation that should include 
shipping and handling charges. 

• Please remember that the weight and size limits 
for shipping boxes through the APO system are 70 
lbs and 108 inches length plus girth. 

• Boxes that do not meet the above specifications 
must come by ocean or airfreight to our Panama 
address. Check with procurement staff for further 
instructions regarding this matter. 

Internal Guidelines for the Use of Tupper 
Conference Center and Meeting Room 
I All requests must be channeled through Vielka 

Vergel or Ana Maria Ford at least 3 working days 
before the meeting/event to allow sufficient time 
for internal coordination activities. 

I Reservations will be confirmed upon completion 
and processing of application form (application 
forms will be available from Ana Maria Ford). A 
responsible person must be appointed for the 
event in question. The responsible person must 
arrive early enough to verify that the assigned 
room and the requested services are ready. This 

person is also responsible for for remaining at the 
closing of the meeting/ event and verifying that the 
electricity is turned off and the facilities are prop
erly closed and secured. Materials such as food 
and drinks must be secured in the refrigerator 
and/or locked, as appropriat~. In the event that 
food is to be served, these arrangements should be 
made directly by the responsible person, obtaining 
the approval of funding for costs well in advance 
of the event. 

I We recognize that occasional, iast minute requests 
are inevitable, but hope that this can be mini
mized. 

From Visitor Services Office' 
All STRI non-BCI employees, fellows and visitors are 
reminded that visits to BCI must be prearranged 
through the Visitor Services Office. BCI employees, 
and resident fellows and visitors must pre-arrange 
visits by guests. We request that everyone comply 
with this, as planning of meals, space in rooms, etc. 
depends on prior knowledge of persons expected. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

Position as Database Manager and Statistician 
Administrador de base de datos y esflulistica 
A position is open at the Smithsonian Tropical Research 
Institute (SfRI) for a Database Manager and Statistician 
for a large international program in tropical forestry. 
The successful candidate must be bilingual (Spanish
English), and have a minimum of 2 years with pro
gramming microcomputers in BASIC and FORTRAN 
and with database management programs such as 
DBASE. A working knowledge of the SAS program
ming language (Statistical Analysis System) and a 
university degree in mathematics or statistics are highly 
desirable, but a thorough knowledge of basic statistics 
is required. Some managerial experience is desirable. 
The candidate must be prepared for paid annual 
international travel for periods of up to one month. 
Starting salary depending upon experience. ClOSing 
date: Oct 31, 1990. Mail Curriculum vitae with references 
to: Database, STRI, Box 3353, Balboa, Ancon, Rep. of 
Panama • • • Se ofrece posiciOn en el Instituto Smithsonian 
de Investigaciones Tropicales (STRI) para administrar base 
de datos y estadfstica en un amplio programa internacional 
relacionado con bosques tropicales. Los aspirantes deberan ser 
bilingiies (espaiiol e ingles), un mfnima de das aiios de 
experiencia de programaciOn de microcomputadoras en 
BASIC 0 FOR-TRAN Y manejo de programas de base de 
datos tales como DBASE. Preferiblemente conocimientos 
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basicos de progra11Ulcwn SAS (Statistical 
Analysis System) y tflulo universitario en 
11Ultemtiticas 0 estadfstica, pero es indis
pensable poseer conocimientos sOlidos 
sobre estadfstica bQsica. Alguna experien
cia administrativa es conveniente. Los 
aspirantes deben estar dispuestos a viajar 
anualmente fuera del pafs por perfodos de 
Msta un meso Salario segun experiencia. . 
FecM de cierre para competir: 31 de 
octubre de 1990. Enviar Curriculum vitae 
con referencias a: Database, STRI, Box 
3353, Balboa, Anc6n, Rep. de Panama. 

Premio Kathleen S. AndeI'SOn 
El Observatorio de Aves Mahomet 
anuncia el premio Kathleen S. 
Anderson para bi610gos prornisorios. 
EI prop6sito de este premio es fomen
tar investigaciones irnportantes sobre 
aves en areas de interes para la Sra. 
Anderson y para el Observatorio 
Mahomet. Se consideran solicitudes 
para proyectos, en una 0 mas de las 
siguientes areas: migraci6n, ecologia de 
alirnentaci6n, fragrnentaci6n del habi
tat, poblaciones, competencia, aves pla
yeras y especies en peligro de extin
ci6n. Todos los proyectos que se pro
pongan deben tener lugar en las Ame
ricas y se insta a que los trabajos se 
desarrollen en el Observatorio Moha
met. Se otorgara un premio de $1,000. 
Los solicitantes deben someter una 
propuesta en ingles que debe ser 
recibida antes del 10. de diciembre de 
cada aiio. Los prernios se otorgaran el 
10. de febrero del ano siguiente. Cual
quier bi610go recien graduado es 
elegible. Para mayor infonnaci6n 
dirigirse a: Kathleen S. Anderson 
Award, Mahomet Bird Observatory, 
Box 936, Mahomet, MA 02345. 

Available 
Christopher Richardson is interested 
in an internship position at STRI. Mr. 
Richardson has a B.S. in Natural 
Sciences from the University of 
Wisconsin-Madison and some field 
experience in the tropics. He will be 
available for up to 9 months starting 
October 1, 1990. To contact Mr. 
Richardson: 1503 N. 47 St., Milwaukee, 
WI 53208. Tel: (414)-771-5531. 

De izquierda a derecha: Axel Caballero, Andres Ramos, Juan Barria y 
Harmodio Cerrud posan con Ia carne de un venado coliblanco decomisada a 
cazadores cerca de Barro Colorado. (Foto: M.A. Guemz) 

Desde el Monumento Natural de Harm Colorado 
En una operacion conjunta que conto con dos guardabosques del 
Monumento Natural de Barro Colorado, dos reclutas para 
guardabosques en peciodo de entrenamiento, un agente de la Fuerza 
Publica, Alejandro Hernandez, Supervisor de Guardabosques, 
Alejandro Arze, Director de Seguridad y Nick Smythe, investigador 
permanente a cargo de la Estacion de Gigante en el Monumento, 
fueron capturados tres asiduos cazadores en los alrededores de Barro 
Colorado a las 2:30 am del jueves 4 de octubre, llevando con ellos un 
venado coliblanco y un neque en un cayuco. 

A las 9:30 pm los guardabosques Andres Ramos y Juan Barna 
escucharon los disparos y solicitaron ayuda, la que fue obtenida con 
la cooperacion de Nick Smythe quien escucho la llarnada, a la que 
Alejandro Arze dio seguirniento para coordinar el operativo con 
Alejandro Hernandez. Los cazadores Maximo Gomez, Jose Gomez y 
Domingo Alonzo fueron interceptados armados por los guarda
bosques, quienes los despojaron de las armas y el fruto de la caceria. 
Axel Caballero y Harmodio Cerrud, graduandos en Tecnicas de 
Conservacion del Centro Regional de la Universidad de Chiriqui, 
quienes se encontraban en un peciodo de entrenamiento de 15 dias, 
ayudaron con el interrogatorio a los cazadores y recogieron los datos 
para los registros del Monumento de Barro Colorado. La carne 
decomisada, como es costumbre en estos casos se dono a Hermanas 
de 1a Caridad de la ciudad de Panama. 
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Como parte del programa de las Oficinas de Educacion y AdministraciOn de 
Personal "1.0 que estamos haciendo", varios miembros del personal visitaron 
el pruyecto que utiliza una grUa para estudiar el dosel del bosque a cargo de 
Alan Smith, en el Parque Natural Metropolitano. Los JXlrticipantes fueron 
transportados en grupos de cuatro en la gondola de la grUa para apreciar como 
se estudia la vida en la copa de los arboles del Parque. (Foto: Mario Benuzl) 

FROM OTHER SOURCES 

Research Expeditions 
This summer, 150 Smithsonian Associates are participating in a 
dozen different Smithsonian research expeditions throughout the 
United States and abroad. These expeditions cover a broad 
spectrum of research projects, which include excavating a Caribbean 
slave village, catalOging collections in the Archives Division of the 
National Air and Space Archives, documenting lumberjack days in 
northern Idaho, collecting plant fossils near Yellowstone National 
Park and much more. 

Working alongside Smithsonian researchers, Associates playa vital 
role in the research projects. To learn more about how you can 
participate in the Research Expeditions Program -as a project leader 
or a team volunteer- write to Smithsonian Research Expeditions, 490 
L'Enfant Plaza, Suite 4210, Washington D.c. 20560, or call (202) 287-
3210. From Research Reports 

Smithson Society helps fund 
research projects 

The James Smithson Society was 
established in 1977 by the board of 
regents of the Smithsonian and the 
National Board of the Smithsonian 
Associates as a special membership 
organization. 

Named in honor of James 
Smithson, a British chemist who 
bequeathed his fortune to the Unit
ed States to establish an institution 
in Washington, D.C., the Smithson 
Society has contributed almost $3 
million to the institution of numer
ous projects, including educational 
programs, research activities and 
acquisitions. Each spring, all Smith
sonian bureaus and offices are 
invited to submit proposals for 
Smithsonian Society funding. 

To learn how you can be a part of 
the important work of the world's 
largest museum, research and edu
cation complex, write to the James 
Smithson Society, 1100 Jefferson 
Drive S.W., Room 3045, Washing
ton, D.C. 20560, or call (202)357-
1738. 

From Research Reports 


