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SEMINAR 

No luncheon seminar on Tuesday. Dec. 24. 

ARRIVALS & DEPARTURES 

Dec. 21 - Leaving. DOLORES PIPERNO. 
after being at STRI for two and half 
years. She will be returning to 
Philadelphia to continue phytolith research 
at Temple University. 

Dec. 22 - Leaving. JOHN CUBIT to spend 
holidays in California. and also attend the 
meetings of the Western Society of 
Naturalists in Monterrey. and consult with 
colleagues at various marine labs in the 
area. 

Dec. 22 - Arriving. TOM MARTIN. Arizona 
State University. to study temporal 
dynamics and interaction of tropical 
frugivores and their fruit plants. He wit! 
be in Gamboa until March 1986. 

Dec. 23 - Returning. OLGA LINARES and 
MARTIN MOYNIHAN from a field trip to 
Senegal. 

Dec. 23 Leaving. JIM KA RR on a 
combined holiday and official business trip 
to Ohio and Washington. D.C. He wilt 
return January 3rd. 

Dec. 24 Arriving. NIGEL FRANKS. 
University of Bath. as scientific advisor 
for the BBC film on army ants to be made 
in January at BCI. 

LIBRARY NEWS 
New Books: 
ANTS (M.V. Brian. 1977) QL 568 F7 
B66 STRI. 

AMERICAN'S SYSTEMATICS COLLECTIONS 
A NATIONAL PLAN (H.S. Irwin. ed. 
1973) • 

ANIMAL ECOLOGY. WITH SPECIAL 
REFERENCE to INSECTS (R.N. Chapman. 
1931) • 

BIOLOGY OF OPISTHOBRANCH MOLLUSKS 
vol. 2B (T.E. Thompson. 1984) QI 430.4 
T5 STRI. 

INSECT SOUNDS (P.T. Haskell. 1961) QL 
597 H3 STRI. 

INSECT ULTRASTRUCTURE (A.C. Neville. 
ed •• 1970) QL 461 1589 STRI. 

NAVIGATION AND ASTRONOMIC DATA 
(C.H. True. 1943) TL 586 T86. 

PANAMA. CONDICIONES DEL MEDIO 
AMBIENTE Y DE LOS RECURSOS 
NATURALES (M.S. Chakroff ed •• 1980) QH 
108 P3 P18 STRI. 

POSTITIONAL BEHAVIOR IN SIX CEBID 
SPECIES (R.P. Fontaine. 1985) QL 7:37 
P925 F67 

TALKING OF MOTHS (P.B.M. Altan. 1975) 
QL 544 A418t STRI). 

December · 20 , 1985 

HAPPENINGS 

-REBECCA was born Dec. 13 to NANCY 
KNOWLTON and JEREMY JACKSON. She 
weighed 8 lbs. 4 oz. and both mother and 
daughter are doing well. 

-On Decembet 17. ALEJANDRO 
HERNANDEZ made a presentation on the 
Barro Colorado Nature Monument and 
problems of protection at the meeting of 
Canal Watershed authorities in Chilibre. 
Organized by the Panama Canal Watershed 
Working Group. the purpose of the meeting 
was to discuss problems associated with 
the protection of natural resources in the 
watershed. More than 150 persons were in 
attendance. 

-On December 18. 120 iguanas were 
liberated into the wild at Tambo. near 
Penonom~ by the Iguana Management 
Project directed by D. Werner. Another 
120 iguanas wilt be liberated at Chupampa 
near OCll on Dec. 22. 

NOTES 

-On leave: JORGE VENTOCILLA: Dec. 23 -
Jan. 20. 

-A box of books including: "Casanova's 
Chinese Restaurant" by Anthony Powell 
has turned up in the Procurement Dept. 
Se nde r and addressee are unkown because 
the lables felt off. Please claim as soon as 
possible. 

-STRI offices wilt close on Wednesday. 
Dec. 25. XMAS DAY. 

-PLEASE drive carefully when approaching 
the administrative offices and library from 
Roosevelt Road. This is a traditional place 
for children to tryout new skates and 
bicycles after Xmas. 

FROM THE EDITOR 

A visitor to STRI during the past year. a 
plastic surgeon. remarked that when he 
first heard the acronym STRI it reminded 
him of the medical term used for s tre tch 
marks. "stria . " He liked the analogy 
because he thought we had a fle xible and 
growing institution where financial and 
human resources "were stretched a long 
ways ••••• " As we conclude the year 
without a budget or with the prospect of 
budgetary reductions. these are words to 
keep in mind. 

MERRY XMAS FELIZ NAVIDAD 
TO ALL! A TODOS! 

MORE ON TilE BA CK 



 

I IRR ARYJlli\\lS. (Cont.) 

From time to time the Library will be informing users of Smithsonian 
Institution Library Pol icy that directly concern the use of the collection. 

Smithsonian Inst itution Libraries Pol icy 84-19: CIRCULATION POLICY OF THE 
SMITHSONIAN INSTITUTION LIBRARIES. 

8orl'olollH' it, aecount.abit rot all hbrary lIIat.arlal botto"'." froll! SIt. 
or through interHbrary loan . In th_ evant: of lou or dAmage ot any 
luthtU, th. 9Haon or organizational unit to .... hich U: was eharql'ld 
11 Ihblt tor t.he coe!: ot replacement or tnpair phI!! the cost o! 
(lroc •• dnq. RepUcament. . oost. ot int.erlibrary loan lII.ter ia l are 
dtttblned bV t.h. lending 1tbrfu:y. 

Ai ReporHnq ot Loesu 

L Wha" t:h. book h known to ba 10't, the bo rrow.c should 
t>!port It lnunedlatlly t.o the .!Ippr~p[ia te branch ot SIt. a,:\d 
be eharged accordingly. s .. Sectl ·:m B, Replacement 
Procedures, below. 

i. In the .vent that an SIL book 11 recal led and the bortower 
ca nnot l ocate Lt, that individual 1s given .. l-mon th ",race 
parlod . ff. at the end ot thllt period the m.terhi i. sHll 
not tound, the bono'oler wUI be biiled tor the. COllt. ot 
replacement. and "roceselnq . 

In ~he e"I'Int that. a book botrowe~ on lntltll!:lracy l oan 1s 
not. toutld, the 1.uIC .... 111 b. ehlf9.d tor t.he loss ae loon a. 
the 1endloq llbracy tends the bUl. 

Whln an i ndl,,.oldual c1atlllS to have cetucned material .ttll 
ch.rqed, the bono .... et "HUt slqn • et.t.,,,,ent to that 
etlect. Repeated claillls thU m.ted41 .... hich cannot be 
located hu been returned may !lUeet borro .... lnq prt"thqe!!. 

It ~he lou til dlsc~vtred durlng ele!l ran c l! procedures, 
cie.ranee totlllS wUI not be slqned untO all outstandlng 
charqe. U-. ci •• ced, 

1. the cost ot replacinq '11'1 pdnt' matlH!al bortowed from th ,· 
SIL and the Llbrary of Conqr.u h deterllllMd by the pclee 
tet. by th1!l pubHsher'. bl1llnq to I.cquhLtion ser ... l cu. 
thd rlplaCImIl(1t cost ot SIL t out:.- ot-print' materhl is 
det ermined by AequlsiHon Strvicu . Pr ocusinq charqu 
wt1I be Levied when 1t 1s necusacy to replace SIL 
",aterial. That charge wUI be det~tmln1!ld by the· 
Blblloqraphlc SystemS oividon. 

21 Ch -t cks should be 'made out to SI Lt~rari e:s atter the bUI i s 
.re·:eived . Reeelpt:.s will be 1rven tot cash paYlun!:s. 

!. In liell ot t.he eost: ot the book, the Indi v idual l:Iay ptovid l! 
a replacemen!: eopy, ot the book ltsdf. The condition .nd 
edition /!lu st be apptov1!ld by t:he appropthte Bcaneh Chief. 
the cost ot ptocusinq wUl ,Hll b. ehacqllld. 

L Th. co.t of reptaclnq lntetlibtaty loan lIIat.tUI troll 
'OU tcU othet th.n the Library or: Congr1!las (Se' Bt. above) 
is dlllt..tmlnllld by t:h. hndlnq library. Checks are .... ". out 
to t:h e tending libra ry . 

LAS PAVAS & THE WEST BANK OF THE BARRO COLORADO NATURE MONUMENT 

The STRI gamewardens hosted a XMA S party for the school children of · Las Pavas Friday, 
Dec. 13. Located on Gigantito Peninsula, Las Pavas can be reached by road from Panama 
City as shown on the. map below. During the height of the rainy season, however, the last 
6 kilometers become a mud trail, as some of you have experienced. A 30-minute walk takes 
you from Las Pavas to Gatun Lake, and from there, another 30 minute by motor boat will 
take you to BCI (laboratory clearing area). 

The area between the two BCNM west-bank peninsulas is presently threatened by slash and 
burn squatters who have reached the 3 wire BCNM fences on · both ends. RENARE 
authorities rec?rd names and land area used by squatters and issue 1-year permits for land 
use. A soil erosion control grass, Saccharum spontaneum, used in the steep banks of the 
Canal invades cleared areas and prevents soil use beyond 1 year. In 198Z, lZ9 squatters 
occupied close to 400 hectares in the area between the two BCNM west bank peninsulas. 

It was in May 1983 that two STRI house trailers were transported to a site adjacent to Las 
Pavas school. These are the headquarters for the project directed by GILBERTO OCARA as 
part of the Alton Jones funded Alternatives to Destruction program. If you are interested 
in visiting the area, Dr. Ocana would be glad to show you around. 

Because of the interest that STRI has shown in the area, IDIAP (INSTITUTO DE 
INVESTIGACION AGROPECUARIA DE PANAMA) has started local field studies on native 
peach palms. In 1979, RENARE had planted many heactares with cashew nuts. Now with 
IDIAP they will cont.inue field research on this cash crop while the private sector considers 
cashew industrialization. STRl has experimented successfully with two Acacia species from 
Papua New Guinea that have · a high potential for t imber production. Other annual and 
perennial legumes planted show promise for rapid recovery of soil fertility. 

The Chorrera Rotary Club maintains a strong com mitment to social improvement in Las Pavas. 
With support from · the local community they have built a shed for milk production by goats 
kept in confinement. The milk will be consumed by t he school children. 

The signs are hopeful. The presence of STRr and . other org.anizations in the area could 
contribute to halt the area1s total ecological devastation. 


