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A WHOOPING CRANE FROM THE
PLEISTOCENE OF NORTH FLORIDA

STORRS L. OLSON!
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In a small collection of bird fossils given to me for
study by Dr. Richard Ohmes of Chaires, Florida, there
is a distal two-thirds of a right tibiotarsus of a Whoop-
ing Crane {(Grus americana). It was collected in
1969 by Dr. Ohmes from river-bottom deposits in a
branch of the Aucilla River on the west side of Ward
Island in the NE % sec. 13, T. 4 S, R. 3 E., Jeffer-
son County, Florida, and is now number 170878 in
the paleontological collections of the U.S. National
Museum. Because of its manner of depaosition, it is
not possible to age the bone precisely, but it was
associated with numerous remains of Pleistocene to
Recent vertebrates including such forms as Megal-
onyx, Mammut, Tapirus, Equus, Camelops, and
Geochelone, which are either extinct or no longer
present in Florida, and it is safe to assume its con-
temporaneity with these animals. Analysis of the
other avian elements is not yet complete but so far
indicates a mixture of fresh and salt water avifaunas
of extant species.

Recent Florida records of Whooping Cranes have
generally been subject to doubt (Sprunt 1954), but
Hallman (1965} has published photographs of a
mounted specimen said to have been obtained in
1827 or 1928, 12 miles N of St. Augustine, St. Johns
County. Other Florida fossil records are from Ich-
tucknee River, Columbia County; Seminole Field,

i Present address: Department of Vertebrate Zoology,
Smithsonian Institution, Washington, D.C. 20560,

Pinellas County; and Melbourne, Brevard County
{Wetmore 1931). In addition, Brodkorb (pers.
comm. } informs me that his record {Neill et al. 1956)
of a Sandhill Crane (Grus canadensis), based on a
proximal portion of a left carpometacarpus from
Lemon Bluff on the St. Johns River, Volusia County,
actually pertains to G. americana. The Aucilla River
specimen represents the westernmost locality for the
state and is the first indication of the species in the
panhandle. The Whooping Crane is also known from
Pleistocene fossils or prehistoric remains from Califor-
nia, North Dakota, Illinois, Idaho, Michigan, Ken-
tucky, Virginia {Brodkorb 1987), and Arizona (Cra-
craft 1968},

I would like to thank D. Bruce Means and Pierce
Brodkorb for their assistance with this note, and Tall
Timbers Research Station for providing facilities and
support for myself and Means to carry out research at
the Aucilla site.
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