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TABLE I 
Design, Setting, Taxonomic Focii, and Hypotheses for Published Studies of Exploration and Neophobia in Birds 

Naive/ Field/ 
Taxa Comparison Novel stimulus Meawres Hypothesis wild lab Reference 

Mallard Domestic and Novel objects Latency to feed Domestic strains are N L Desforges and 
Anoa wild strains placed beside loss neophobic Wood-Guah, 1975 

platyrhynchos food 
Snail Kite None Unfamiliar snail Snail species Unfamiliar species is W F Beissinger et ah. 

Rostrhamus species (food consumed avoided 1994 
sociabilis item) 

American Kestrel None Objects Frequency of Juveniles prefer playing N L Negro ef oA, 1996 
Falco sparverius interaction with objects similar 

to natural prey 
Domestic chicken Cocks/capons Objects, dyed Latency and Testosterone influences N L Jones and Andrew, 

GoWu* food duration of neophobia 1992 
domesticus feeding 

Domestic chick None Video images Latency to approach, 
duration of 

Preference for familiar 
image 

N L Jones et ah, 1996 

approach 

Domestic chick None Object Latency to approach Prior experience 
influences latency 

N L Saegert and 
Rajecki. 1973 

Wood warblers Interspecific Series of object: Latency to approach Specialist is more W L Greenberg, 1984b, 
Dendroica spp. + food neophobic 1983 

Bananaquit Interspecific Novel objects Latency and Diet specialist is more W F Webster and 
Coereba flaveola 

and 
Lower Antilloan 

near feeder frequency of visits neophobic Lefebvre, 2000 

Bullfinch 
IdwdgiMi nocd* 

Sparrows Interspecific Objects/food in Latency and Specialist is more N/W F/L Greenberg, 1990a, 
Melospiza spp. novel container frequency of 

approach 
neophobic 1992,1989 

Zebra Finch Solitary Feeders/objects Latency to feed Social facilitation N L Coleman and 
Tbefuopjgfa versus reduces neophobia Mellgren, 1994 

guttata groups 
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