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DESCRIPTIONS OF TWO NEW BIRDS FROM ALABAMA.

BY ARTHUR II. HOWELL.

Recent field work conducted by the Biological Survey in

Alabama has resulted in the discovery of undescribed forms of

the common crow and of the towhee. Both of these new forms

reach the extreme of differentiation on the Gulf coast, the

towhee ranging nearly throughout Alabama and the crow still

farther north to southern Illinois and the District of Columbia.

One interesting fact developed by these studies is that neither

of the new races is closely related to the forms occupying penin-

sular Florida, nor are they strictly intermediate between the

latter and the northern races of the species. The crow is de-

cidedly smaller than the Florida Crow while the towhee is much
larger than the Florida Towhee and slightly larger even than

the northern race.

Corvus brachyrhynchos paulus subsp. nov.

SOUTHERN CROW.

Type from Bon Secour, Alabama. 9 adult, No. 204,882, U. S. Nat.

Mue., Biological Survey Collection. October 24, 1908, A. H. Howell.

Orig. No. 741.

Characters.—Decidedly smaller than Corvus b. brachyrhynchos, with a

much slenderer bill. Nearest to Corvus b. hesperis but with shorter wing
and slightly larger bill.

Distribution —Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, southeastern Texas,

Georgia ( ?), South Carolina, ami north to the District of Columbia and

southern Illinois.

Measurements.—Type I Q adult): wing, 273; tail, 165; exposed culmen,
46; depth of hill at nostrils, L6.5; tarsus, 54 ;

middle toe, :'>4. Average
of 4 adult male- iroin Autaugaville, Alabama: wing, 290 (285-300); tail,

L70 i 166-178); exposed culmen, 51 (47-o4); depth of hid at nostrils, 17.~>

(17-18); tarsus, 60.5 (60 HI ); middle toe, 33.9 (31-36.5). Average of :;
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adult females from coast of Alabama: wing, 274.3 (270-280); tail, 162.7

(155-168); exposed culmen,45.8 (45.5-46); depth of bill at nostrils, 16.2

(16-10.5); tarsus, 57 (54-59); middle toe, 33(32-34).
Remarks.—This new race of the common crow seems to be fully as well

characterized as the other recognized subspecies. Although the bird is

nearest to C. b. hesperis in size, its range apparently is separated from
the range of hesperis by a strip of country in central Texas in which no
crows breed. Specimens examined from east Texas are apparently inter-

mediate between brachyrhynchos and paulus. A series of 9 breeding
birds from the District of Columbia and vicinity are also somewhat inter-

mediate, but much nearer to paulus. This form shows no approach to

pascuus, the resident bird of south Florida, which has much larger hill

and feet. A breeding male from Christohurch Parish, South Carolina, is

typical paulus and a breeding female from Mt. Carmel, Illinois, is

apparently nearest to this form.

Since Corvus brachyrhynchos has now been separated into five races, it

seems desirable to fix the type locality of the original form. Brehm, in

describing the species,* attributes it to North America, without mention
of a definite locality. The measurements given by him (length, 19^
inches; tail, 8J4 inches; bill 23 lines) indicate a large bird and there is

every probability that his specimen came from northeastern America.
The large form is known to occur throughout New England and the type

locality is hereby fixed at vicinity of Boston, Massachusetts.

Specimens examined.—Total number 24, from the following localities:

Alabama: Autaugaville, 6; Bayou La Batre, 1
;
Bon Secour, 1 ; Florence,

1
; Whistler, 1.

Mississippi: Fayette, 1.

Louisiana: Tallulah, 1.

Texas, Sour Lake, 1.

South Carolina: Christchurch Parish, 1.

Virginia: Falls Church, 5; Addison, 1.

Maryland: Bladensburg, 1; Garrett Park, 1.

District of Columbia: Washington, 1.

Illinois: Mt. Carmel, 1.

* Beitriige zur Vogelkunde, II, 1S2'J, pp. :;7, 56.



Howell— Descriptions of Two New Birds from Alabama. 201



202 Proceedings of the Biological Society of Washington.

Table of Comparative Measurements of the Races of Corvus

brachyrhynchos.*

Males


