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THE IiALDIVE ISLkhm)S, IND1mT OCEAN 

Along the west coast of India and extending f a r  south beyond the t i p  . 
of peninsular India and across t he  equator s t r e t ch  two long chains of a t o l l s ,  
t he  Laccadive group t o  the north and the Maldives t o  the  South, with t he  
i so la ted  Minicoi Island between the  two. These islands have been surveyed 
and described in the l i t e r a t u r e  perhaps more thoroughly than most Pacific 
groups, as  w i l l  be seen i n  examining the index t o  t h e  Atoll  bibliography 
i n  Island Bibliographies (Sachet and Fosberg 1955). Some h i s to r i ca l  and 
s c i e n t i f i c  highlights among the published works on the Xaldives may be 
b r i e f ly  recalled here. 

I n  1854-58, C. ~ef rgmery  and R. R. Sanguinetti published a French trans- 
l a t i on  and edit ion of the  voyages of Ibn EatCtah, an Arab voyager who v is i ted  
the Maldives around 1343, l ived there  f o r  a uhile,  and gave an extremely vivid 
account of the islands and of l i f e  on them. This work has been considered 
the e a r l i e s t  descriptive account of the  Maldives, and t h e  manuscript may a l so  
be the e a r l i e s t  description of an a t o l l  group. There a r e  e a r l i e r  references 
t o  these islands in ancient l i t e r a t u r e ,  but probably no de ta i led  account. 

A Frenchman, Pyrard de Laval, l ived i n  the  Maldives i n  t h e  f i r s t  years 
of the  17th century, a f t e r  the  ship Corbin, on which he t ravel led,  was wrecked 
i n  1602. His narration of h i s  adventures i s  one of the  most de l igh t fu l  t r ave l  
accounts ever writ ten,  and includes much valuable information on the  i,ialdives 
and t h e i r  inhabitants. 

Another " f i r s t " ,  of course, f o r  the  ikialdive group is the  f a c t  t h a t  t he  
word a t o l l ,  o r  atollon,  originated there. In  t h i s  connection, a l i t t l e -  
known paper by a French Navy of f icer  may be of i n t e r e s t .  I n  a l e t t e r  t o  h i s  
former superior on the Corvette l a  Coquille, Commander L. I. Duperrey, with 
whom he had v is i ted  many Pacif ic  I s land  croups, J. de Blossevil le mentioned 
his v i s i t  t o  t he  hlaldives in 1827 arhile serving on the  Corvette l a  Chevrette. 
He wrote (1828, p. 700) Wous vous rappelez sans doute que nous avons souvent 
par16 des r a p p ~ r t s  qu i  devaient ex i s t e r  entre  l e s  Atollons des Maldives e t  
l e s  groupes dl l l e s  basses ,de l a  Polyn6si.e; l e s  t r a i t s  de ressemblance sont 
par fa i t s ,  e t  j e  pers i s te  s cro i re  que l a  de'signation de ce genre df?les sous 
l e  nom d'Atollons, j e t t e r a i t  une grand c l a d  dans l a  nomenclature en devenant 
g&&rale. Whether or not t h i s  young man was the  f i r s t  person t o  make th i s  
suggestion i s  not s o  important as  t h e  f ac t  that  our cornonly used term f o r  
ringed-shaped low cordL islands came from the Eialdivian language and was 
generalized by observant voyagers more than a hundred years ago. 

Some h i s to r i ca l  and other information on the Maldives i s  summarized 
i n  a work compiled by Bell  (1883). From the  point of view of na tura l  
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historjr, besides the observations by Agassiz, Sewell, and others, the 
l a rges t  s ing le  contribution i s  J. Stanley Gardiner's monumental mono- 
graph: The fauna and geography of the 'ialdive and Laccadive Archipel- 
agoes, 1901-1906, and other papers resu l t ing  from h i s  work there. An 
account of the f l o r a  77as published by J. C .  bl i l l is  and J. Stanley 
Gardiner in 1901, extracts  from which are  given below i n  the l ist  of 
plants. 

Brief Report on a Trip t o  i i a d  Atoll ,  iialdives 

. . There has been l i t t l e  of a s c i e n t i f i c  nature published on the 
~laldives  since the results of the investigations of Prof. J .  Stanley 
Gardiner mentioned above. Therefore, it seems worth while t o  place on 
record an account of a b r ie f  v i s i t  t o  iial6 i n  A n r i l  1956, made possible 
through the courtesy of tile government of H i s  Highness A l i  A m i r  iiohammed 
Farid JXdi, Sultan o f  the P.1aldives and by f inancial  a i d  from the Pacif ic  
Scienceaoard. I?? sincere grat i tude is expressed t o  the Hon. Phi l ip  I(. 
Crowe, then U. S. Ambassador t o  Ceylon, for  placing me i n  contact wit11 
the jialdivian au thor i t i es ;  t o  His Excellency, Ibrahim A l i  Didi, Prime 
Minister of the lialdives, fo r  an inv i ta t ion  t o  v i s i t  Eiale a s  a guest of 
the ;ialdivian Government, for  courtesies aqd comforts extended t o  me 
while there, and Tor much information on the iialdives; t o  i:iessrs. Lajeki 
Ebrahim Didi, U. Abdllah,  Adnan Husain, and Farouk Ismail, a l l  of iial6, 
for  many kiod a t ten t ions  and much information 09 the i,ialdives; and t o  
Capt. H. Bloch, of ii. S. Hugo Arlt, for  many courtesies and pleasant 
company during the voyage from Colombo t o  Hal8 and return. 

Hale/ i s  a la rge  a t o l l  ly ing  north of the center of the iialdive 
Archipelago, about 470 miles ?'St! of Colombo, Ceylon. Hal6 I s l e t ,  the  
principal i s l e t  and cap i ta l  of the  groupg l i e s  on the southeast  corner 
of the a t o l l ,  a t  Lai;. 11 10 '  M, Long. 73 30 E. It has an area of 
ab0u.t one-half square mile and a population of approximately 8,000; 
the t o t a l  population of the archipelago is about 87,CCO. 

Ceparture from Colombo aboard ii. S. Hugo A r l t  xas ear ly  on the 
r~~orning of April 8, 1956. During the  voyage the sea was calm and the 
sun hot, but there  %?as l i t t l e  breeze; the temperature dropped somer- hat 
a t  night. We sighted Gal6 Atoll  0.1 the morning of April 10 aqd anchored 
i n  the lagoon about the middle of the forenoon. Tle Hugo A r l t  ca r r ied  
a cargo of r i ce ,  f lour,  and other supnlies for  Ih l e ,  and tias t o  pick up 
"tkldive fish",  a special  s o r t  of dr ied bonito, t o  k k e  t o  Ceylon. 

The i s l e t s  of iial6 Atoll,  seen on approaching and entering the 
lagoon, a r e  mostly, with the exception of i,ial6 i t s e l f ,  well covered by 
coconut trees,  r .~i th  some lover marginal fores t  a t  the  tops of the beaches. 
Hululk  Isle-t ,  immediately north -if iial6, has a conspicuous road c u t  
through the coconuts for  i ts  f u l l  lenp.th. A feature d i f fe ren t  from most 
Pacific a t o l l s  is the number of i s l e t s  sca t te red  within the lagoon, i n  
addition t o  those along the peripheral r ee f .  A l l  except some very small 
ones are covered by coconut groves, surrou;?ded, or pa r t i a l l y  so, by t rees  
of several  kinds. The outer reef  on both s ides  of the channel i s  broad 



and i t s  outer edge i s  exposed a t  mid-tide. This outer margin, hw~cver, 
i s  Of brownish rocks, not the  pink a1ga.l ridge common on Pacific reefs.  
Except f o r  t h i s  margin a few yards wide, the reef i s  covered x i t h  water 
up to  t h e  beach. A pale greenish color suggests tha t  the reef flat is 
generally sandy. 

The f i r s t  close-up view of lisle' I s l e t  i s  a d i s t i nc t  surpr ise  t o  
one famil iar  only ~ ~ i t h  Pac i f ic  a t o l l s .  Almost the  en t i r e  i s l e t  i s  sur- 
rounded by a  lo^ stone wall. Ylhite stone buildings of tvo and even nore 
s tor ies  dominate the  lagoon shore. Centrally located is an ancient stone 
f o r t ,  s a id  t o  be of Portuguese construction. Along the en t i r e  lagoon shore, 
enclosing a busy inner boat harbor, i s  a sea-wall of stone careful ly  l a i d  
but without mortar. This vrall i s  necessary t o  protect the  boats against  
the rough water of the lagoon during the monsoon season. During my v i s i t ,  
however, t he  lagoon surface remained l i k e  a sheet of glass.  The wall i s  
said  t o  be 300 years old, and i s  i n  excellent shape though i t  requires 
annual repairs  a f t e r  battering by lagoon waves during t h e  monsoon. Jus t  
outside the sea-wall the bottom drops off abruptly t o  30 fa thom.  This 
depth extends f o r  some distance, t o  near the first lagoon i s l e t s ,  and 
provides an  excellent anchorage f o r  the  Laldivian schooners and ltbugaloesll 
as well as  f o r  v i s i t ing  steamers such as  t h e  Hugo Arlt. Loading and un- 
loading of steamers i s  by l ighter .  

Visitors a r e  taken ashore i n  smartly rowed boats, conducted t o  
t he  customs house, and t reated with a quiet  unfail ing courtesy and 
hospi ta l i ty  t ha t  could serve as  an example f o r  o f f i c i a l s  of any country. 
One of the  conspicuous features of t he  e n t i r e  v i s i t  was the general kind- 
ness and fr iendl iness  of everyone, from the Prime l i in is ter  t o  t h e  ch i ld  on 
the s t r e e t  o r  the  boatman i n  t he  harbor. Another was the  complete h c k  of 
women i n  the crowds on the  s t r ee t s .  In  s t r i k ing  contrast  t o  Ceylon, t he  
only glimpses of llaldivian women were caught when an occasional a t t r a c t i v e  
brown face  peeped over the walls t h a t  l i n e  a l l  the  s t r ee t s .  S t i l l  another 
feature,  notable i n  an Asiatic c i ty ,  vras the  spotless cleanliness Go b e  
observed everywhere. Even Holland could do l i t t l e  more than match it .  
This cleanliness applied, so f a r  a s  could be seen, t o  the s t r ee t s ,  t h e  
shops, the  houses, the  courtyards and t o  the white blouses and sarongs with 
which most of t h e  people were clothed. 

The e n t i r e  i s l e t  of Kale', except the  green, or  playing f i e l d  on the 
east  end and several  parks or  squares, i s  l a i d  out i n  geometrically s t r a igh t  
s t r ee t s  l ined with stone or  masonry walls about head high. Inside the  
walls and extending above them is s profusion of t r ee s  and ornamental shrubs 
of many ki-nds. The parks show a neatness and oxder tha t  i s  comparable u i t h  
tha t  of a European foma.1 garden. The green smooth lavins a r e  not of grass  
but of t h e  creeping hardy Lippia nodiflor?, u i t h  bright green leaves and 
heads of t i ny  white flowers. Shrubs with ca.i.ght flowers or colored fo l iage  
a r e  planted a s  though l a i d  out siith the  a id  of surveying instruments. 
The court-yards of t h e  houses a r e  covered by a smooth layer of coarse white 
sand, largely made up of joints  of the artioil a t 4  m1.cn.ron~is green alga, 
Halimeda. This specia.1. sand is sa id  t o  be collected on the bmchns of -orno 

of the  other i s l e t s  a t  par t icu la r  seasons when the  waves wash i t  up. 



An unusual fea ture  of ~ a l d  i s  the l a rge  var ie ty  of cul t ivated plants, 
some of them scarcely expected-on a cora l  a to l l .  It seems probable t h a t  
one f ac to r  favoring some of them i s  the  prevalence of walls tha t  provide 
she l t e r  from s a l t  spray driven by the  monsoon and storm winds. Coco- ' 

nut t rees ,a re  r e l a t i ve ly  few on Ua14 I s l e t ,  itself. Breadfruit, mango, 
Thespesia, and Hibiscus t i l i aceus  a r e  the  most common t rees .  Inside 
the  walls weeds seem t o  be nonexistent. Anything tha t  grows i s  there  be- 
cause it i s  planted and permitted t o  grow. Botanizing f o r  spontaneous 
plants i s  a f r u i t l e s s  pursuit  except on the  narrow flat s t r i p  outside 
the wall and on an unexpected t i ny  meadow-likearea within t he  ramparts 
of the ancient f o r t .  On these b i t s  of r e l a t i ve ly  unused land small 
areas of well-trampled sod, sca t te r& strand plants, weeds, clumps of 
bushes, and even a small th icket  of an unpleasantly spiny Pandanus 
manage t o  maintain themselves. On the  south s i d e  is a f l a t  of broken . 
coral  pebbles and cobbles with very l i t t l e  vegetation. Familiar plants, 
t o  one used t o  Pacific a t o l l s ,  found in these places include Scaevola 
sericea, Prenna obtusifol ia ,  Terminalia catappa, biorinda c i t r i f o l i a ,  
ELeusine indica, F i m b r i s t ~ l i s  smosa, Tridax procumbens, Paspalurn. 
vaginaturn, Eragrostis m a b i l i s ,  Euphorbia B, Vernonia cinema, 
Ochrosia opposit ifolia,  Guettarda speciosa, Clerodendrum inerme, Thuarea 
involuta, Wedelia bif lora ,  Portulaca oleracea and many others. Other 
species a r e  e i t he r  qu i te  unfamiliar o r  found chief ly  on high is lands i n  
the  Pacific. In t h e  l a t t e r  category a re  Turnera ulmifolia, Alysicarpus 
vaginalis, Indigofera t inc tor ia ,  Calotropis gigantea, Thespesia popul!Iea, 
Lippia nodif lo ra ,  and Acal.ypha. lanceolata. A f u l l  l i s t  of plants col lected 
o r  seen, both wild and planted, i s  appended. 

The only wild birds seen on ga l6  I s l e t  were occasional crovrs, 
similar t o  those seen i n  Ceylon, and two individuals of a kind of l a rge  
heron. Chickens, ra t s ,  cats, and three o r  more species of l i za rd  were 
seen. Curiously, t h e  hialdivian language is s a i d t o  have no word f o r  
l izard,  though they a r e  common and conspicuous. Hmquitoes of a t  l e a s t  
two, and probably more, species a r e  abundant. Both day- and night-biting 
kinds were found. A few f l i e s  were noticed. 

During the  three days on t h e  a t o l l  scarcely a breath of breeze 
s t i r r ed ,  and the  heat was t e r r i f i c ,  moderating only a l i t t l e  a t  night. 
This weather vias sa id  t o  be unusual and t h e  monsoon was expected shortly.  

A visit was made t o  two i s l e t s  of ~ a l 6  Atol l  other than ~ a 1 6  
i t s e l f .  These were both uninhabited except f o r  custodians who look a f t e r  
t h e  coconut plantations and harvest nuts. Cne of these was Kuda Bados 
I s l e t ,  in t h e  lagoon, t he  other was Furannafuri I s l e t ,  on the east  reef, 
the  t h i rd  f a i r l y  la rge  reef- is le t  north of ?Gal&. These i s l e t s  were f a i r l y  
dif ferent  in t h e i r  physical aspect, but whether typical ,  respectively, 
of lagoon and reef i s l e t s  it i s  not possible t o  say. 

Iluda Bados, a s  other lagoon i s l e t s  passed i n  reaching it, was made 
up of sand surrounded by narrow sandy beaches. The beach sand was white 
and fine.  Small pieces of pumice were not uncommon. On the south s ide  of 
t h i s  i s l e t  the  beach was apparently being eroded,as the  mat of coconut roots 



was exposed for  sane distance and the small lagoon vavelets cause:! a slaash 
to  go up under the mat for  an appreciable distance, thotigh the surface layer  
of sand on top of the mat was disturbed f o r  only the outer few decimeters. 
Shallow water with a sand bottom extenrled out 25 ni or so, suggesting 
possibly t h i s  much erosion. The coconut t r ee s  a r e  apparently unaffected 
by th i s  process u n t i l  Vney f a l l  over. Evidences of siliiilar erosion were 
noticed on par t s  of the shores of various i s l e t s  ?]here the beach is un- 
protected by a fringe of bushes. 

Around the north pa r t -o f  the i s l e t  the sand forms a very low beach 
ridge, only 3 - h dm above high t ide  l e v e l a n d  c u t  i n to  by waves a t  t h a t  
level.  This ridge i s  covered by scrubby wood forming a ilarroI,J band. It 
is composed largely of Hibiscus t i l i aceus ,  v l t h  some tfernandia, Guettarda, 
Pemphis, Calophyllum, S- and l,iesserschmnidia, and with a l i t t l e  
Pa'a.ndanus, Suriana and Terminalia. Thls wood is dense but  can be walked 
through a t  various places. This marginal band i s  scarcely developed on 
the south s ide  of the i s l e t .  

me general l eve l  of the i s l e t  surface, except for  the beach r idge,  
was very l i t t l e  above high t i de  level .  The s o i l  i n  a r e l a t i ve ly  open s t r i p  
jus t  inside the beach ridge was dark brown when moist, and almost black 
i n  the coconut grove. These s o i l s  did  not change i n  the f i r s t  3-1r dm dor..m. 
Zarthr~rorm cas t s  were veryabundant on the surface. Small. fragments of 
brown consolidated material closely resembling the phosphate rock from 
Pacific Atolls mere common i n  the so i l s ,  and l a rge r  fragments, up t o  cobble 
size,  mere scat tered f ree ly  over the surface. Nothing l i k e  a continuous 
layer of tinis material was seen, nor were any Pisonia grarpdis t rees  found, 
such as would have been expected on a Pacific a t o l l  with such phosphate 
rook. It i s  l i ke ly  t ha t  a thousand years of c lose  human occupation would 
have eliminated "useless" and eas i ly  destroyed t rees  l i k e  Pisonia, along 
with the birds t h a t  supplied the guano for  the  phosphate. 

Lbder the coconut t rees  a few plants survived. Hi'oiscus, Calo- -- 
phyll.um and a la rge  Pandanus with edible  f r u i t  were scat tered commonly i n  
the groves, with some Norinda c i t r i f o l i a  and a few smll Och~osia saplings. 
Tacca and Crinum riere .common herbs, generally, with young plants of 
a r i a ,  t a l l  spindly Abutilon, and occasional prostra te  plants of 
Sida. Lm openinns Dolichos formed mats.' Cn open sand Nostoc colonies - 
riere loca l ly  abundant. Near the one house there was a -of Turnera, 
a few small chlorot ic  breadfrui t  t rees ,  a s ing le  t ree  each of f4orinda 
and Tamarindus. 

Chickens were common on t h i s  i s l e t ,  scratching up the surface s o i l ,  
possibly looking for  eari;hworms. iqo other birds were seen except a 
small sandpiper. 

The general aspect of t h i s  i s l e t  i s  f a i r l y  luxuriant,  though the 
undergror.rth is extremely sparse. Possibly the burning of pi les  of coconut 
trash, of which there is abundant evidence, may have something t o  do with 
t h i s  scarc i ty  of undergrowth. 



Furannafuri I s l e t  on the eas t  reef has an en t i r e ly  d i f fe ren t  
character than Kuda Bados. From a distance it appeared d r i e r ,  t he  
coconut t rees  were more sparse, and the  brushy fo re s t  surrounding them 
more abundant. The i s l e t  was v i s i ted  i n  t he  hope tha t  i t  might show 
remnants of the  or ig ina l  higher reef platform of the  a t o l l ,  i f  there  
r e a l l y  had been such a platform. No such remnants, nor any con- 
solidated rock, whatever, were found on the i s l e t  i t s e l f ,  though a few 
meters out from shore on t h e  reef f l a t  some extremely eroded snags 
of rock protrude above high-tide level .  The nature of these was not 
investigated because of lack of time and because they could not be 
readi ly  seen as  the  t i d e  was high. The en t i re  reef i n  this area was 
well  covered by water. 

The i s l e t ,  elongated transversally t o  the  reef, i s  a few hundred 
meters long and a hundred t o  two hundred meters wide. The lagoonward 
end, both the  s o i l  and the  beach, is sandy and seems nowhere t o  reach 
more than about one meter above high t i d e  level .  A s  t he  outer end is 
approached the s o i l  and beaches become more and more pebbly, u n t i l  t h e  
outer hundred meters o r  more of the  islet are a loose pebble f l a t  s u r  
rounded by a sharp beach ridge a meter or  more high of loose cora l  frag- 
ments from pebble t o  cobble s ize ,  very sharp and unworn. The so i l ,  
generally, on t h i s  i s l e t ,  i s  a gray-brown more poorly developed type than 
on Kuda Bados, and nowhere was any phosphatic cemented rock seen. 

Near the center but toward the lagoonward end i s  a well  l ined 
with concrete. Here, a t  the  time of examination, the water l e v e l  was 
about one meter o r  l e s s  below the general ground surface. The water was 
perceptibly brackish but uould have been drinkable. This was near the  
end of the dry season of the year. 

The general aspect of the  vegetation i s  more luxuriant toward the 
inner end of the i s l e t ,  possibly because of the sandy ra ther  than pebbly 
nature of the so i l .  Here. besides a soarse stand of coconuts, t he  t r e e s  
a r e  mainly Hibiscus t i l i aceus ,  ~ a l o ~ h y i h m  inophyllum, and ~ e d n a l i a  
catappa, v i t h  some m, Hernandia and small bIesserschmidia. A shrub 
laver.  ra ther  scattered but denser a t  t he  too of the  beach, is mainly " ,  
Scaevola ser icea with some Guettarda speciosa and Pemphis acidula. This 
shrub layer  i s  especially developed on the north s i d e  of t h e  i s l e t ,  and i s  
very sparse a t  the south. I n  open and sparse places, especially near t he  
center and t o  seaward, Tledelia b i f lo ra  i s  common. The herbaceous layer  
is very sparse t o  almost absent, with loca l ly  some Fimbristylis c.ymosa 
and very local ly ,  very stunted and dwarfed plants of Boerhavia. 

Around the single.house on the i s l e t  were a t r e e  or  two of Moringa 
olei fera ,  a scrubby lime, and a s ing le  small t r ee  of t h e  long-leafed 
edible  species of Pandanus. A l l  other Pandanus seen, t he  few t rees  around 
the beach on the  inner end of t h e  i s l e t  and thickets  on the outer, were 
of the small-fruited very spiny inedible species. 



Coconuts become more sparse  on t h e  outer par t  of t he  i s l e t  and 
are  absent from the pebble f l a t s  on the extreme end. The outer end i s  
la rge ly  occupied by an uneven thicket  of Pemphis acidula, Cordia sub- - cordata, and Pandanus, interspersed with pebble-lined pools containing 
a species of mangrove, Bruguiera, In one place, jus t  back of the  beach 
ric?ge, such a mangrove depression has been f i l l e d  with pebble gravel, 
probably by storm waves, covering the  bases of the  mangrove trunks. The 
la rger  t rees  here a r e  dead, the  medium ones very sick-looking, and the 
small ones apparently qu i t e  healthy. 

I n  t he  thickets there is no shrub o r  herb layer,  no t r u e  under- 
growth of any kind. However, its place i s  f i l l e d  by s t i f f  dead branches 
of Pemphis, low tangled limbs of Cordia and s t i l t  roots of Pandanus, - 
tha t  make walking next t o  impossible except i n  openings between patches 
and clumps of thicket.  The thicket  chanaes from the  north s ide  t o  t h e  
south, &d becomes,locally dominated by Eordia, then by a mixture of 
Cordia and Pemphis, then by pure Pemphis, v~hich extends well along the - 
south shore toward the  lagoon. Near t he  south shore a r e  aiant old 
upollardedlr Pemphis stumps, bushy with sprouts and up toa lmos t  a meter 
i n  diameter, that  have obviously. been c u t  back many times. Locally a r e  
Cordia of exactly the  same habit ,  with even l a rge r  trunks. - 

Two crows were seen on t h i s  i s l e t ,  and on the inner  beach a f lock 
of what seemed t o  be white terns, but these were not seen closely enough 
f o r  ident i f icat ion.  

Farucolofuri ' Islet  was only examined from a distance from the  
lagoon side.  I t s  cen t ra l  half is  occupied by a dense coconut grove, 
thinning and becoming lower toward the ends, so  t ha t  the  four th  of it 
on each end i s  noticeably sparse, and by a pronounced scrub or  scrub 
forest  l in ing  the shore and covering the ends of the  i s l e t ;  this i s  
probably mostly of PempUs. It i s  especially dense on the southwest 
corner where it seems a b i t  "wind-sheared", possibly from spray driven 
by t h e  southwest monsoon. There is  a sandybeach t h e  en t i r e  length of 
t he  i s l e t  on the  lagoon side,  but i n  the center t he  beach is apparently 
subject  t o  erosion, and a mat of coconut roots i s  exposed. 

General features of what was seen of the  a t o l l  were the presence 
of broad bands of reef in the lagoon, covered by sand and i r r egu la r  small 
growth of coral; extremely low a l t i t u d e  and l i t t l e  r e l i e f  of t h e  i s l e t s ;  
lack of emerged reef conglomerate o r  of any development of beach rock; 
prevalence of i s l e t s  n i th in  t he  lagoon; common occurrence of ac t ive  
beach erosion by lagoon waves; scarc i ty  of birds;  and general in tensive 
human influence on and control  of all features of the  land surface. 

On the basis of this brief v i s i t ,  it i s  not possible t o  make any 
generalization whatever as t o  t h e  a t o l l s  of the ldaldive group. It i s  
worth noting, ho.:rever, t h a t  i n  many respects the observer gains an 
im~res s ion  of d i ss imi la r i ty  with t h e  Pacific a t o l l s ,  of perhaps greater 



complexity i n  geologic s t ructure ,  and of a strong difference in human 
ecology, economy, and culture. These impressions strongly suggest t ha t  
a longer investigation of t h i s  group of a t o l l s  would be desirable  before 
much i n  t he  way of generalization on a t o l l  geology and a t o l l  ecology 
i s  attempted. It i s  c l ea r  t ha t  such an investigation by qual i f ied 
s c i e n t i s t s  would be of benefit t o  t he  people of the  iblaldives, would be 
welcomed by t h e i r  government, and tha t  excellent cooperation could be 
expected. 

Systematic l ist  of plants of 
t he  Galdive Islands 

In 1901 Willis and Gardiner compiled a l i s t  of 284 species of plants 
known t o  occur i n  t he  IAdLdive Islands, including about a dozen very 
dubious reports  of plants not determined t o  species. The l i s t  i s  la rge ly  
based on plants  collected by hfr. Gardiner during h i s  zoological and 
oceanographic investigations but includes a l so  a l l  species previously 
reported i n  the l i t e r a t u r e  or  sen t  i n  by other collectors.  In addit ion 
t o  t he  systematic l ist  the authors include a detailed descr ipt ion of the 
vegetation, considerations of economic plants of various sor t s ,  a l i s t  of 
vernacular names, and a discussion of the origin of the f lo ra .  

- With only two days a t  my disposal and many other observations t o  
make, my collecting was of necessity very hasty and super f ic ia l  compared 
with t he  thorough work of Gardiner. Nevertheless, my col lect ion includes 
29 species not mentioned in t h e  W i l l i s  and Gardiner list. They a r e  mostly 
weeds and cult ivated plants. I n  t he  course of working up t h e  col lect ion 
the nomenclature used by Viillis and Gardiner was largely revised. There- 
fore  , it seems desirable t o  present a complete enumeration of the  plants 
known from the  archipelago, giving references t o  Willis and Gardiner, tk 
nat ive names ,Pecorded by them and those given me by lir.  Lajelti Ebrahim 
Didi, of Male, f o r  the plants I collected.  For plants not recorded by 
Wil l i s  and Gardiner notes on occurrence and use a r e  included. I n  addit ion 
t o  plants actual ly  collected, 15 species cult ivated i n  gardens i n  Ma16 
and unreported by W i l l i s  and Gardiner a r e  l i s t e d  as  seen but not collected; 
these reports  can, except where otherwise noted, be regarded as  f a i r l y  
re l iable ,  as  these species a r e  fami l ia r  ones. 

Gardiner's collections were not available f o r  examination, and 
the  iden t i f ica t ion  of a few plants  seems open to  doubt; f o r  those a note 
has been made of what is probably the modern name of the plant,  i f  it 
i s  d i f fe ren t  from that  used by Wil l i s  and Gardiner. The doubtful records,not 
determined t o  species by them, have been excluded from the present List. 



The t o t a l  vascular f lo ra ,  thus recorded here, is 323 species, 
t o  which a r e  added two mosses and one I-. M r .  V!. :I. A. Ph i l l ips  
has recently made a collection whfch I have not seen. Other species 
may be added when his l i s t  become$,availabLe. A f u l l  s e t  of my specimens 
w i l l  be deposited i n  the  U. S. National Herbarium. The abbreviation 
V? & G refers  t o  the record f o r  a species i n  W i l l i s  and Gardinerts 
l is t .  Only the  a t o l l s  from which the  plant isrecorded and t h e  .$ative 
names have been extracted. For fur ther  information the or ig ina l  paper 
can be consulted. 

, .; ' 

Note: .. . . 

After t h i s  paper had been prepared, a l e t t e r  was received from 
Mr. A. S .  4. Packeer, Assistant Warden, Departuent of Wild Life i n  
Colombo, reporting on the plants  col lected by M r .  Ph i l l ips .  They are: 

, .:.. - .. - .. ., , . . . .  . .  

1. ~umni tzera  coccinea ( see  L. l i t t o r e a  i n  systematic l i s t )  
2 .  Tournefortia argentea (see Messerschmidia argentea) 

3. Scaevola frutescens (see S. ser icea)  
4. Calotropis gigantea 
5. Pemphis acidula 
6. Averrhoa bilimbi 
7. Indigofera t i nc to r i a  .:.;&, '. 

Rhoeo discolor 
9. Wedelia bifloxa 

10. Nephrolepis exa l ta ta  
11.. Premna s e r r a t i f o l i a  (see  P. obtusifol ia)  

12. Cyperus conglomeratus 

We acknowledge v i t h  thanks the opportunity t o  add these records 
t o  t h i s  report .  



Nostoc sp. - 
Malk Atoll,  Ma16 Isle . 

ALGAE 

Nost ocaceae 

:t, common loca l ly  on bare sand, Fosber 

BRYOPHYTA 

Calymperaceae 

Calmperes hyophilaceum C. MUler 
Male, Kuda Bados I., on base of coconut t ree ,  Fosberg 36899b, 

det ,  H. A. Miller. 

PTERIDOPHYTA 

Psilotaceae 

Psilotum ~JUIJ (L.) Griseb. 
Goifurfehendu; Haddumati; Suvadiva. W & G p. 112 a s  Psilotum 

triquetrum Sw. "Prumo. I t  

Polypodiaceae 

Asplenium n& L. 
Kolum.&~lu; Haddumati; Suvadiva. W & G p, 112 a s  Thamopteris @&g L. 

Nephroleuis - .- exa l ta ta  (L.) Schott 
Hale; 3. Mahlos; Kolumadulu; Haddumati; Suvadiva.W.& G p. 112. "Kees 

fila", "Makunu hungal. 
Probably not t h i s  species. 

Thelmteri-s dentata ( ~ o r s k . )  C. P. S t  John 
Haddumdti. W & G p. 112 a s  Nephrodium molle Desv. - 

GYMNOSPERMAE 

Cycadaceae 

G.vcas c i r c ina l i s  L. 
MalE, is land near Ma16 I. W & G p. 111. 



Pandanaceae 

Pandanus hornei Balf. f .  ? 
Mal6, Kuda Bados I., Fosberg 36899; Ma16 I.(in market), Fosberg 
36899a. nkarikio.N 

A l i r g e  t r e e  with spines close together and appressed, f r u i t  heads 
large,  f r u i t  eaten. 

Mald; S. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu; N. Mahlos; Addu, etc.  W & G p. lob. 
llKarikeo", l1Keeva![ ( in  Addu Atol l ) .  

Pandanus odoratissimus L,f .? 
Ma16, dale" I., forming th icke t ,  Fosberg 36916.11Bokio. l1 

A ra ther  small species with t h e  leaves somewhat pers is tent ,  t h e  
spines f a i r l y  remote and diverging strongly, t he  heads small and 
t h e  f r u i t s  inedible. 

S. Mahlos; Addu, etc.  W & G p. 104, llBokeoll, %Jivihe keeva1I(in ~ d d u ) .  

Gramineae 

Apluda var ia  var. a r i s t a t a  L. 
Goifurfehendu; Male; Kolumadulu; common i n  the whole group, W & G 
p. 109.11Cha hui." 

Bambusa arundinacea Willd. 
Male and other islands .W & G p,  111. 

Bambusa multiplex (LOW. ) ~ a u s c h e l g  r- 
Pialdives. W & G p. 111. 

Bambusa vulgar is  Schrad. 
Miladwnadulu. k l &  G p. 111. 

Brachiaria subquadripara ( ~ r i n ; )  Hitchc. 
PJalc', Male' I., occasional i n  dense weedy sod, Fosberg 36866,"Cno vinat1. 

Csmbo~ogon (L.) Rendle 
Hale'. W & G p. 110 a s  Androoo~on nardus L. I1Kasinji. l1 

Digitaria sanguinalis (L.) Scop. 
Goifurf ehendu; Suvadiva. id & G p. 107 a s  Paspalurn sanguinale (L. )Lam. 

Tropical specimens referred t o  t h i s  species a r e  more often 
actual ly  g. c i l i a r i s  (Retz)Koel. 

Eleusine aeasptiaca (L.) Desf. 
Goifurfehendu; Miladumdulu. W 6r G p. 110. 

Eleusine coracana (L.) Gaertn. 
Grown here and there  i n  t he  archipelago. W & G p. llO.llBimbi't, "Beembi." 

Eleusine indica (L.) Gaertn. 
a ,  a 1 .  common, Fosberg 36863. Winall- - small grass,  



Eragrostis a m b i l i s  (L.) W.& A. 
Nalk, Male' I,, Fosberg 36860.ttTumbuli vina. I t  

PIal6; Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 111 as  E r a p o s t i s  t ene l l a  var. 
plumosa Stapf . "Tubuli hui", ltSannipoo.'t 

1schae;num c i l i a r e  Iletz. 
Mal6. W & G p. 109. "Rileh-hui. " 

Ischaemum muticum L. 
S. i"Iah1os; Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 109. 

Oplismenus compositus (L.) Beauv. 
S. Mahlos; NalB; Kolumadulu; Suvadiva; Addu. W & G p. lO7."ha hui.It 

&za sa t iva  L. 
Occasionally cult ivated i n  some islands,  but w i l l  not grow and s e t  
seed. W & G p. 108. "Handu." 

Panicum miliaceuin L. 
N. Mahlos; Miladumadulu. W & G p. 107. "Bai." 

Paspalum vaginaturn Sw. 
Wle ,  Male' I., loca l  back of lagoon shore, Fosberg 36853. 

Pseudoraphis squarrosa (L.f .) Chase 
Nale; N. Mahlos; Suvadiva. W & G p. 110 a s  Andropogon scluarrosus L.9. 
"Lancirnofr , "Lunsimoo. " 

Saccharum of ficinarum L, 
MalB, Ma16 I., seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
"Nearly a l l  t he  larger  islands of t h e  groun.. . W & G p. 109.Wdandi." 

Setar ia  i t a l i c a  (L.) Beauv. 
N. Mahlos. W & G p. 0 .  Wra. " 

Sorghum bicolor (L. ) Moench 
"Formerly cul t ivated i n  t h e  M a l d i v e ~ . ~ ~  W & G p. 110 a s  Andropogon 
sornhum Brot . "Zoowari. I t  

Spinifex squarrosus L. 
N. &hlos; Goifurfehendu, e tc .  W & G p. 107. 

Stenotaphrum complanatum Schrank 
Kolumadulu. W & G p. 108. 

Thuarea involuta (F0rst.f .) R. & S. 
Male, Hal6 I., Fosberg 36822. 
S. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu; common throughout archipelago. W & G p. 108. 
a s  Thuarea sarmentosa Pers. 

Zea L. - 
MaM; Miladumadulu. W & G p. 109. "Donera", "Donala." 

Zoysia punizens Willd. 
MalB. W & G p. 108. 



Cyperaceae 

Cladium .jamicense Crantz 
Addu. W & G p. 107. 

C,yperus bulbosus Vahl 
Yale, Male' I., common i n  grassy area on top  of old f o r t ,  Fosberg 
36912, I1gok kulanduru. 

Roots and tubers  fragrant,  sometimes used a s  incense. 

Cmerus con.clomeratus Rottb. 
Mald, Kuda Bados I., on beach, Fosberg 36886. 

Nut broadly e l l i p t i c a l ,  l i g h t  chestnut brown. 

Cyperus dubius Rottb. 
Ma%, W & G p. 106 as  Mariscus dreseanus Kunth. "Hui ru", "Kalandura 

gundi . I t  

syperus hyalinus Vahl 
Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 105, a s  Pyceeus pumllus Nees. 

Cmerus javanicus Houtt . 
Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 106 a s  Mariscus albescens Gaud. ? 

Crrperus polystachyos Rottb. 
Suvadiva; Addu. W & G p. 105 as  Pycreus polystachms Beauv,"Kuna; " 

Cmerus rotundus L, 
Male Ma16 I., on low waste ground near lagoon, Fosberg 36840.11dandukari11 

Fimbristylis cvmosa R. Br. var. 
a ,  M a  . common i n  open bare places, Fosberg 36848. 
.~ 2 

Male; Goifurfehendu; I~olumadulu. W & G p. 106 a s  & 
spathacea Roth. 

mbristylis  

Araceae 

Acorus calamus L. - 
MalB. W & G p. 105 W~uvago.~~ 

Alocasia indica (Rokb.) Schott 
Mali. W & G p. 105. "Ma a la .  

Colocasia esculenta (L.) Schott 
Tiladumati; Addu; sparsely throughout archipelago. W & G p. 104 as 
Colocasia antiquorum Schott. "Ala." 

, . , . . . 

L-~~tosperma.  sp .fl 
In  gome islands.  W & G p. 104 as YAentical with...Cgrtosperma 

edule Schott ." - 
Raphidophora pertusa Schott 

Haddumati. W & G p. 105. 



Lemnaceae 

Lemna oliaorrhiza Kurz ? - 
Mal6, Ma16 I., covering surface of water i n  well, Fosberg 36906. 

Palmae 

A~eca  cathecu L. - 
Male', Ma16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
Miladumadulu; Malk; Suvadiva; Addu. W & G p. 102. "Femforatt; "Felt 
or  "Fakout! (nut). 

Cocas nucifera L. - 
Mal6, Male' I., Kuda Bados I., Furannafuri I., seen but not collected, 

Fosberg i n  1956. 
"Pract ical ly  a l l  t he  is lands other than mere sandbanks." W & G p. 103. 
t'Khariu, llKairit' (Addu) , "Bo. 

Phoenix dactyl i fera  L, 
Mal6, Ma16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 

Flagellariaceae 

F l a ~ e l l a r i a  indica I,. 
Mal6, Kuda Bados I., common i n  coconut plantation, only s t e r i l e  

plants seen, Fosberg 36896. Wihal la  gondi." 

Bromeliaceae 

Ananas comosus (L.) Merr. 
A r i .  W & G p, 99 a s  Ananas sat ivus  L. "Anana." 

Commelinaceae 

Commelina benghalensis L. 
Mal6. W & G p. 102. llDiyamudoli.u 

Commelina kurz i i  Clarke 
S. Mahlos; M&; Haddumati; Suvadiva; Addu. W & G p. 102. "Tilo lagundi." 

Cpanotis c r i s t a t a  Schultes f .  
Haddumati. W & G p. 102. 

Rhoeo discolor Hance. - 
& l B ;  Addu. W & G p. 102 a s  Rhaeo discolor .  "Re kandolu. - 

Liliaceae 

Asparagus racemosus Willd. 
Male. W & G p. 101. tY3atavaru.u 

Cordgline terminalis  (L.) Kunth 
k l 6 ,  &Id I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 



. . . . .  _ , . .  - . . ' 

Gloriosa superba L. 
Mal6; S. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu; northern half of Archipelago. W & G 

p, 0 .  I1Wihelia-gundi , 11 

Amaryllidaceae 

Crinum asiaticum L. - 
Goifurfehendu; everywhere i n  archipelago. W & G p .  99. 

Hip~eastrum puniceurn (Lam. ) Urb . ? 
Male, Male I., cultivated, seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 

Hytnenocallis l i t t o r a l i s  (Jacq,) Salisb.  
Ma%, Ma16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected,  Fosberg i n  1956. 

This i s  possibly the plant  reported by W & G a s  Pancratium sp. 

Pancratium zeylanicum L. 
Suvadiva. W & G p. 100. 

Dioscoreaceae 

Dioscorea a& L. 
Mal6; a l l  over t h e  group. W & G p. 101. "Bill i-kattala.f l  

Dioscorea fasciculata  Roxb. 
Ma16. W & G p. 101. ttKurukuru.ll 

Dioscorea globosa Roxb.? 
Male. W & G p. L01. I IMa t i~a~~ ,  Mathe-wa." . . 

Dioscorea ~ e n t a p h m a  L. 
Male; Tiladumati; Addu. W & G p. 1C(b. 'Xattela." 

Dioscorea purpurea Roxb.? 
Male'. W & G p. 101. Wilek-kattala,f l  

Dioscorea rubella Roxb.? 
Mal6. W & G p. 101. I1KattaLa. I t  

Taccaceae 

Tacca leontopetaloides (L. ) 0. Kuntze - 
Male:, Kuda Bados I., Fosberg 36883. "hi t  t a la . "  
Male; Goifurfehendu; ftconunon i n  the whole archipelago." W & G p. 100 

as  Tacca pinnatifida Forst .  "Hitala", nHittalal ' ,  Heith-thala." 

Musaceae 

M* sapientum L. 
MalB, Male' I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
Tiladumati; N. Nahlos; Suvadiva; most islands. W & G p. 99. llkeon, 

"dongkeo. 
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Gasuarinaceae 

Casuarina equiset i fol ia  L. - 
Male, M a  I , cultivated, trimmed i n t o  hedges, seen but not collected, 

Fosberg i n  1956. 

Piperaceae 

Piper b e t l e  L. 
Male', Ma14 I., cultivated, seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
Mal6; Miladumadulu; Addu; a l l  a to l l s .  W & G p, 93."Billit1; lrWangtl and 

"Billatonrl (Addu) a r e  names f o r  leaf .  

Piper nigrum L. 
Male. W & G p. 93. 

Moraceae 

Artocarpus a l t i l i s  (Park.) Fosb. 
Mal6, Malk I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
Mal6; S. Mahlos; N. Mahlos; Goifurf ehendu; "nearly every inhabited 

is land of t h e  group.I1 W & G p. 98 a s  Artocarpus inc i sa  L.f. 
18Bmbukea11, l l~anket r (~ddu) .  

Artocarpus heterophylla Lam. 
Male. W & G p. 98 a s  Artocarpus i n t e m i f o l i a  L.f.I1Sakkeyo." 

Ficus benghalensis L. ? - 
Male'; N, Mahlos. W & G p. 97. ltNika.tr 

in fec t  o r ia  Roxb. 
Male, Ma16 I., occasional, banyan-like but multiple trunk and a e r i a l  

roots  not much developed, Fosberg 368b5 ?ltDumbu.fl 
Mal6. W & G p. 98. tlDumbu.lt 

Ficus m~sorens is  Heyne? - 
Maid, Ma16 I., one t r e e  seen on playground near outer beach, Fosberg 

36821. "F i l i , "  
Possibly t h e  same a s  t h e  Ficus sp. with t h i s  vernacular name 
reported by W & G p. 97. 

Ficus re l ig iosa  L. 
Male; Fua M e k u ;  Suvadiva. W & G p. 98. ItBoi. 

Ficus re tusa L. ? - 
Mali?. W & G p. 98. tlKudehi.n 

Urticaceae 

Fleurya in te r rup ta  Gaud. 
Mab.5; Kolumadulu; W & G p. 98. ItGakehebuli." 

Pi lea  rnicrophylla L. -- 
Mal;, Malk I., i n  crevices i n  walls along s t ree t s ,  Fosberg 36914. 



Pouzolzia indica Gaud. 
Male; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu. W & G p, 99. tlGiteyokolilr, nGitakoli.ll 

Polygonaceae 

Antiaonum leptopus H. & A. 
Mal6, Hale I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
Male. W & G p. 93. 

Nyctaginaceae 

Boerhavia dif fusa L. 
Pfale; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; common throughout archipelago. 

W & G p. 90. vBurandagondift, llNanubedi. 

Boerhavia erects L. 
Mal6, Male I., weedy sod back of beach, Fosberg 36859. 

Boerhavia repens L.? 
Male, Male' I., r a r e  i n  dense weedy sod back of beach, Fosberg 36869, 

36870. "Burunda nondi . 
No. 36869 abnor&l, possibly infected by u. 

Malk, F u r a ~ a f u r i  I., common along t r a i l s  i n  sparse coconut plantation,  
Fosberg 36901. "Buranda gondi." Root eaten. 

Bou a inv i l lea  spectabi l is  Willd. 
I. , cult ivated,  seen but not collect@d, Fosberg i n  1956. 

Male. W & G p. 91. 

Mirabil is  L. 
Mal6, Male I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
Male. W & G p. 91. "Asuraffole re1!(red), TIAsuraffole hudu" (white), 

"Re asaruman", "Asarurnu. l1 

Pisonia aculeata L.? 
Kolumadulu. W & G p. 91. 

Pisonia grandis R. Br .  
Hale, Ma16 I., doubtfully seen, cult ivated,  but not collected, Fosberg 

i n  1956. 
Mald; Kolumadulu. W & G p. 91 as Pisonia rnorindaef o l i a  Br.  "Los. 

Amaranthaceae 

Achyranthes L. 
Male; S. Mahlos. W & G p. 92. "Karhi 1eib;.lt 

Aerua L. - 
Male; S. Mahlos ; G~i f~ r fehendu ;  KolumaduSu; everywhere exccp t i n  Addu. 

W & G p. 92. "Ihdufupila. 

Amaranthus caudatus L. 
Mal6. W & G p. 92. "Raidadisagu." 



Amaranthus spinosus L. 
Male. W & G p. 92. 

Amaranthus t r i c o l o r  L. 
Male. W & G p. 92 a s  Amaranthus gangeticus L. 

Amaranthus v i r i d i s  L.- 
MaE. Ma16 I. , Fosberg 368&, Wasagu, It eaten a s  potherb. 

Celosia argentea L. 
Haddumati. W & G p. 92. 

Nothosaerua brachiata Wight 
Mal6, Male I., Fosberg 36868. "huduhup pi la ."  
Malt. W & G p. 92. 

Aizoaceae 

Sesuvium portulacastrum L. 
Male. W & G p. 74. Wapi j ja." 

Portulacaceae 

Portulaca oleracea L. 
Mal6, Ma16 I., common i n  open places, Fosberg 368~7. 

k i d  gedail eaten as  potherb. 
Ma16 . W & G p. 53. "Rai-geda , I t .  

. . . Portulaca quadrifida L. . .. 
Male, Male I., loca l ,  FosQerg 36831. 
Malk. W & G p. 54. "Makuna-fila" 

Portulaca tuberosa (~oxb.)  T r i m .  
Mali; Goifurfehendu; Kolamadulu. >:W & G p. - 54. Wiindu-filia." 

Annonaceae 

Annona muricata L. 
Malk; f a i r l y  common throughout northern a t o l l s ;  Suvadiva; Addu. W & G 

p. 52. "Anona", "Ata." 

Annona squarnosa L. 
MalB; Addu. W & G p. 52. ItAta." 

Artabotrys odoratissirnus R. Br.  
Male. W & G p. 51. ttChunp~pool." 

Menispermaceae 

Tinospora cordifol ia  Miers 
Mal6. W & G p. 52. 



Lauraceae 

Cassytha f i l i fo rmis  L. 
Male, Kuda Bados I., climbing over t r e e s ,  not abundant, Fosberg 36893. 

"Vela bul i ."  
Male; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu. W & G p. 93. "Dam velam buli,I1 

Wele bul i .  " 

Hernandiaceae 
. . . . 

G.nocarpus Jacauini Roxb. 
S. Nahlos; through t h e  whole group. W & G p. 69. 

Hernandia senora L. 
Ma%, Kuda Bados I., common i n  scrub fores t  on beach ridge, Fosberg : . 

36889. .JIKandu. 
Mal6; Goifurf ehendu; S. Nahlos; Kolumadulu; common i n  whole group. 

W & G p. 94. as Hernandia pe1tata Meissn. "Kandotl, lldIaskandolr, "Kadu." 
... 

Papaveraceae 

Argemone mexicana L. 
Male; Addu. W & G p. 52. V,agg~mu.~f 

Capparidaceae 

Cleome viscosa L. -- 
Goif urf ehendu; Miladumadulu; Malt. W & G p, 53. "~hbeburi  . 'I 

Gmandropsis smandra (L.) Briq. 
Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu. W & G p. 53 a s  Gynandropsis pentaphylla DC. 

Crucif erae 

Brassica juncea H0ok.f. & Th. 
Male. W & G p. 52. "Revi .I1 

Moringaceae 

Moring? o le i fe ra  Lam. 
Male, Kuda Bados I., one t r e e  i n  coconut plantation, Fosberg 36885. 

"Morunga" leaves and f r u i t  eaten a s  potherb. 
Male; Kolumadulu; common i n  a l l  t h e  group. W & G p. 62 a s  Moringa 

pterygosperma Gaertn. Wuranga." 

Crassulaceae 

Kalanchoe pinnata (Lam. ) Pers. 
Ma%, MaG I., occasionill, Fosberg 36823. "Fatungas f a l a .  I f  

Ivfale; very sparsely through the  group. W & G p. 68 as Bryophyllum 
calycinum Salisb.  "Bodu faru,"  "Fatunfaifi la." 



-20- 

Rosaceae 

h SF. 
Male; Miladumadulu. W & G p, 68. "Fini-fenma." 

Leguminosae 

Acacia farnesiana (L.) Willd. 
Malk; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; common i n  south of group, r a r e  i n  

north. W & G p. 67. ffBes-g6bili.ft 

Adenanther% ---- pavonina L, 
Mal6. W & G p. 67. 

AlEizaia a b &  L. 
Male, Mali I., one t r e e  seen i n  open f l a t  a t  end of island, Fosberg 

36838. l lRi i t ikas  ." 
Alysicarpus yaginalis  (L.) DC. 

M a ,  1 I., common i n  dense weedy sad back of beach, Fosberg 36866. 

Caesalpinia bonduc (L.) Roxb. 
Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; ~ a l 6 ;  common i n  whole archipelago. W & G 

p. 65 a s  Caesalpinia bonducella Fleming. ltKarikuburu.N 

Caesalpinia mrna (Medic .) Dandy & Exell ? 
Maldives. W & G p. 65 a s  Caesalpinia bonduc? 

Caesalpinia ulcherrima (L.) Sw. 
Male. W & *Fatangu, G p " 

Canavalia ensiformis DC. 
Kolumadulu. W & G p. 64. "Talafuri.I1 

Canavalia l i nea t a  DC. 
Mali; S. Mahlos. W & G p. 64. NManifa.lt 

Cassia aur iculata  L. 
Mal6. W & G p. 66. "Ranawia." 

Cassia occidentalis  L. 
~ a l ; ;  Miladumadulu. W & G p. 66. I1Kuhada. " 

Cassia sophora L. 
Goifurf ehendu; Mal6; Kolumadulu; Addu; Suvadiva. W & G p. 66. "Rana-rua. " 

Cassia surat tensis  Burn. f .  
Maid, Kuda Eados I., r a re  i n  semi-open place, Fosberg 36895.Wana ura.I1 
Mal6. W & G p. 66 as Cassia glauca var. suffruticosa Koenig. "Rana-ura. " 

Cassia to ra  L. 
Goifurf ehendu. W & G p. 66. 



Cli tor ia  ternatea  L. . . .,, , 

Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 65, 

Crotalaria retusa L. 
Male', Male' I., r a r e  i n  coconut plantation, Fosberg 36898. "Viha giguna." 
Mal6; Haddumati. W & G p. 62. Viha-giguni .I1 .. . 

Relonix (BOJ.) Raf. 
Male, Male I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
Ma& W & G p, 66 a s  Poinciana reFiia Boj . Wandi-toli, 

Desmodium gangeticum (L.) DC. 
S. Mahlos. W & G p, 63. 

Desmodium t r i f  lorwn (G.) DC . 
Kolumadulu. W & G p, 63 . %ekoopie. " 

Desmodium umbellatum (L.) DC . 
Goifurfehendu; very common i n  archipelago. W & G p. 63. 

Dolichos &&& L. 
Male, Kuda Bados I., 'climbing i n  bushes and t r e e s  and creeping on 

ground i n  open or  pa r t i a l l y  open places, Fosberg 36894. 
"Du himeri", bean eaten by some people. 

1Sal;t; Haddumati. W & G p. 65. lkHimerri.fr 

Entada scandens Benth, 
Male. W &  G D. 67. . . 

Probably i s  g, pursaetha DC. (m Brennan, Kew Bull. 1955: 161-170) 
but since o n l y t h e  seeds a r e  known and these were found on t h e  beach 
the  species can scarcely be determined and t h e  plant is probably 
not a member of t h e  Naldive f lora .  

Er.vthrina indica L. 
MalB. W & G p. 64. ltBerebedi.ll 

Indinof era enneaphylla L.? 
Nalk, Ma% I., common i n  grassy area on top  of old f o r t ,  Fosberg 36911. 

Indinofera t i n c t o r i a  L. 
MalB, Male' I., occasional, Fosberg 36828, 36862. " F a g  h i t i . "  
Male; 5. Nahlos; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu. W & G p. 62. Vihaf iLia ."  

Mimosa pudica L. 
Male. W & G p. 67. lfLadu.tt 

Pach.vhizus erosus (L. ) Urb. . . .  
Male. W & G p. 65 a s  Pach.phizus anmlatus  ~ i c h .  "Viha-toli." 

Peltophorum ~terocarpum (DC.) Backer ex K. Heyne 
Mal6, Ma16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected,  Fosberg i n  1956. 

Phaseolus lunatus L. 
Mal6. W & G p. 6G. "Hirneri. 



Samanea 
Male, Ma16 

(Jacq.) Merr. 
I., cult ivated,  

Sophora tomentosa L. 
Male; Goifurf ehendu. 

Tamarindus indica L. 
Nali.; Goifurf ehendu; 

p. 67. "Helebeli. 

seen but not collected, Fosberg 

Addu; 
I! 

"sparsely near vi l lages  

Tephrosia purpurea var. pumila Baker 
S .  Mahlos. W & G p, 63. 

Tephrosia tenuis Wall 
Male. W & G p. 63 .Vesk0 .~~  

marina (Burm.) Merr. 
Kolumadulu. W & G p. 64 a s  Vigna lutea  A, Gray. -- 

Gxalidaceae 

Averrhoa 
Mal6, 
Mal6. 

bilimbi L. 
Ma16 I., commonly planted 
W & G p. 58. " B i l i m a g ~ . ~ ~  

around houses, 

everywhere. 

Fosberg 

Averrhoa carambola L. 
Mal6. W & G p. 58. I1Kamaraga." 

Zygophyllaceae 

Tribulus t e r r e s t r i s  L. 
MalQ. W & G p. 58. 

Rutaceae 

Citrus auran t i fo l ia  (Christm.) Swingle 
MalB, Furannafuri I., seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
Maldives; "generally cult ivated." W & G p. 59 a s  Citrus medica var. 
acida Brandis. "Limbo. " - 

Citrus aurantium L. 
Fua Mulaku. W & G p. 59. "Mali." 

Citrus decumana L. 
Mal6; Addu. W & G p. 59. 

Citrus limon Burm.f. 
Miladumadulu. W & G p. 59 as  Ci t rus  medica var. Limonwn. "Bodu Limbor1 

(big lime). 

Murraya koeniaii  Spreng. 
Ma16 . W & G p. 58. I1Hikundi . 'I 



Triphasia t r i f o l i a t a  DC. 
Male, Male I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected,  Fosberg i n  1956. 
 ale; "very scarce i n  t h e  N., and not i n  the  S., of Archipelago. " W & G 

p. 58. r'Kudalimboll (small lime). 

Simarubaceae . . . ' ,  , '  ... 

Suriana maritima L. 
Male', Ma16 I., occasional a t  t op  of beach, Fosberg 36890. "halaveli.  " 
Malk; Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 59. "Hala ve l i " ,  t ~ H a l i a v e l i . ~ ~  

. . ' .  
Meliaceae 

Azadirachta indica Suss. 
Ma16, Male I. ,, planted, Fosberg 36908. " H i t i .  " 
ltal8. W & G p. 59;  ' " H i t i . "  . . , . 

Polygalaceae 
... 

Po1,y~ala erioptera DC; 
Goifurfehendu; S. Mahlos; " f a i r l y  comon everywhere i n  t h e  north." 

W & G p .  53. . . .  - . .  

Euphorbiaceae 

Acalypha amentacea vars.  
Mal6, Mdle I., cult ivated,  Fosberg 36880. 

This i s  the  plant with red leaves commonly called A. wilkesiana M.-A. 
The form called A. wilkesiana var. c i rc ina ta  was seen also,  but 
not collected. 

. . .  
Acalmha indica L. 

Mal6; Goifurfehendu; Addu. W &. . c p .  96. Waffufuii .  " 

Acal~pha lanceolata Willd. 
Malk, Ma16 I., loca l ly  common i n  dense weedy sod back of beach, 

Fosberg 36871. 
Mal6; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; Suvadiva; Addu. W & G p. 97 a s  

Acalmha f a l l a x  M. -A. I1Bissagu", Kave." . 
Acal.mQa paniculata Miq. 

Male.. W & G p. 96. IlDagundf .kandiN, Weia-sagu." 
. !  ' . . . . . . . . .  . . . . .  ............. -. 

Agmeia bacciformis A. Juss. 
ACMU. kr & G p. 95. 

Aleurit es moluccana (L. ) W i l l d  . 
Male, Ma16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 

Ccdiaeun va r i e~a tum (L.) B1. 
Malg, Male I., cult ivated,  Fosberg 36879. HDomphai baguitsa." 

Croton tiglium L. 
Kolumadulu. W & G p. 96. 



Euphorbia Forst. 
Goifurfehendu; Male; frequent i n  group. W & G p. 94. "Kiru t ina ."  

Very probably not t h i s  species, possibly E. chamissonis Boiss. - 
Euphorbia clarkeana Hook, f .  

Male, Male I., occasional t o  common loca l ly  i n  waste places, Fosberg 
36830. 

?his may be what W & G report  a s  2. th.ymifo1j.a L, from Kolumadulu 
Atoll. 

Euphorbia heterophylla L. 
Male, Male I., very common i n  waste places, Fosberg 36850. 

Euphorbia hirta L. 
Male, Male I., common, Fosberg 36867. uKirutina." 
Male; S. Mahlos. W & G p. 95 as Euphorbia p i lu l i f e r a  L.IIKirutina." 

Euphorbia hmer ic i f  o l i a  var . ~ a r v i f  l o r a  L. 
S. Mahlos; KoLumadulu; Addu. W & G p. 9b. "Kerutina," 

Euphorbia thymifolia L. 
Kolumadulu. W & G p. 95. 

Glochidion l i t t o r a l e  Forst.? 
Male. W & G p. 96. "Emboo." 

Manihot esculenta Crant z 
Male, Male I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  19%. 
Male. W & G p. 96 a s  Manihot u t i l i s s ima Pohl. 

Micrococca mercurialis (L.) Benth. 
Male, Male I., rare,  Fosberg 36872. 

Pedilanthus tithymaloides Poi t .  
Male; Addu, W & G p. 94. "Kala kiru." 

Phyllanthus amarus Schum. & Thonn, 
Male, Male I., occasional i n  weedy scd back of beach, Fosberg 36861. 
Male; ~oifurfkhendu; Kolumadulu. w & G p. 96 as  ~hy l l an thus  

PhyLlanthus deb i l i s  Klein ex Willd. 
Male, Male I., common i n  weedy places,  Fosberg 36856. 

Phyllanthus dis t ichus M.-A. 
Nale . W &- "Gobili . 

Phyllanthus maderaspatensis L. 
Male. Male I.. common. Fosbera 3687'3, llKudihiti." 



Phyllanthus nivosus Bull 
~ a l 6 ,  Ma16 I., cult ivated,  Fosberg 36877. 

This should probably be placed i n  a separate genus, usually called 
Bremia Forst . ,  but t h i s  generic name i s  a l a t e r  homonym of 
Bremia L. and no name is available for  t h e  genus a t  present. 

PhvZlanthus ur inar ia  L. 
S. Ihhlos; Goifurf ehendu. W & G p, 95. 

Ricinus comunis L. 
Ma16, Mali I., common, Fosberg 368k3. %sing amanaka. 
MalC; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; I ta l l  over t h e   island^.'^ W & G p. 97. 
"Amanaka . 

nudiflora I,.? 
Maf6. W & G p. 97. Warukundu. 

Anacardiaceae 

Mangif era indica L. 
Male, &fa16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
Mal6. W & G p. 62. 

Sapindaceae 

Allophylus - cobbe B1. 
a S. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu. W & G p. 61. Wom Moussa." 

Dodonaea viscosa L. 
Mala'; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu. W & G p, 61. ltKudiruvali .!I 

Rhamnaceae 

Colubrina as ia t ica  (L, ) Brongn. 
Ma16; S. Mahlos; N. Mahlos. W & G p. 60. %a-rohi. 

. . . .  . . 
Zizyphys .iujuba (L.) Lam. 

Male, Ma16 I., Fosberg 36@5. "Kun'nar." . . 

~ a l 6 ;  Goifurfehendu; Koluma@ulu; common i n  whole group, W & G p. 60. 
"Kunn6ru1~, "Konara . I 1  . . . . 

. .  . . 

Vitaceae 

V i t i s  Linnaei ridall? - 
~ a l g .  W & G p. 60. 

Ti l iaceae 

Corchorus aestuans L. 
b16; Goifurfehendu; KolumaduLu. W & G p. 57 a s  Corchorus 

acutangulus Lam. "Man~beddi~~, "Hiridigga" , 'Xaduru", "Gethawcoley . " 



Corchorus capsularis L. 
Mal6. W & G p. 57. Wul.;kiya. 11 

Muntingia calabura L. 
Male, Male I., spontaneous i n  crevice i n  old f o r t ,  Fosberg 36914. 
ttJaamtl f r u i t  eaten. 

Malvaceae 

Abutilon indicum (L.) Sweet 
MalB, Kuda Bados I., occasional i n  coconut plantation,  Fosberg 36897. 

Wa. bulall leaves eaten f n curry. . . .  
Ma&; Goifurfehendu; very common everywhere. W & G,p.: 55.  ,"~&m.g." . . ', ., . . 

Goss,ypium barbadense var. acuminatus Roxb. 
h l 6 ;  Goif urf ehendu: Kolunadulu: tlsoarinrrlu cult ivated i n  whole Rroup. " 

Gossm:um herbaceum L. 
Male, Ma16 I., occasional, Fosberg 36841. "Ok kafa." 

A shrub 2 m t a l l  growing spontaneously, with some doubt referred 
t o  t h i s  s ~ e c i e s .  

Hibiscus abelmoschus L. ? 
Suvadiva; Kolumadulu. W & G p. 56. 

Hibiscus =-sinensis L. 
S. Nilandu. W & G p. 56. 

Hibiscus solandra LfHer. 
h l 6 ,  Kuda Bados I., r a re  i n  plantation,  Fosberg 36884. 
MalC; S. Mahlos : Goifurf ehendu: Kolumadulu: ltsparingly everywhere i n  
group. W & G p.. 55. "~adu-kandi1<, "~ukulufa i f  i i a .  I t  

Hibiscus t i l i a c e u s  L. 
Mag, Ma16 I., common on seaward f l a t s ,  Fosberg 36832. tlDika.qt 
MaU; S, Mahlos; Goifurf ehendu; Kolumadulu; common throughout group. 
W & G p. 56.  IfDiga." 

Hibiscus (ornamental hybrids) 
MalkJ ~ a l 6  I., several  cult ivated ornamental hybrid Hibiscus seen, 

but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 

Sida carpinifol ia  L. - 
Male'; Haddumati, W & G p. 55. Wi ra  j je' s a i .  

$?&& humilis 'di l ld.  
Mal4, Ma16 I., Fosberg 36846, 36854. "Weodikka", '"reodikka." 
Mal;; S. Xahlos; Addu. W & G p. 54. Weyo-dig&. I t  

Thespesia po~ulnea  (L.) Sol. ex Correa 
Male, Male I.,  common generally, especially along lagoon shore, Fosberg 

36852. "Hirundu. Wood used f o r  freeboard of boats. 
~ a l 6 ;  " a l l  over-archi.pelago." W & G p. 56. HHirundu.lt 



Bombacaceae 

Adansonia d i ~ i t a t a  L, 
Male; W & G p. 57. "Foh.If 

Ceiba sp. - 
Male, Male I., a large buttressed t r e e  probably belonging t o  t h i s  
genus seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 

St  erculiaceae 

Abroma augusta L. 
Male. W & G p. 57. "Garada. t~ 

Guttiferae 

Caloahyllurn inouhyl lm L. . ,. . 
Male, Xuda Bados I., common i n  and around coconut plantation,  

Fosberg 36887, "Funa. ,.. 

Male; N, PfahLos; very common i n  S. of group. W & G p. 54. 'IFuna." . "  

Turneraceae 

Turnera ulmifolia var. elegans (Otto) Urb. 
Male, Male I., common generally especially along 1ago.on shore, 

Fosberg 36849, a l so  seen on other i s l e t s .  
This i s  large-leafed, yellow-flowered form of t h i s  species. 

Passifloraceae 

Passif lora  coerulea L. 
Male. W & C p. 72. 

. .. 
Passiflora edulis Sims : . . 

Male, Male I., cultivate&, seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 

Caricaceae 

Carica L. . . 

Male, Male I., cultivated, seen but not collected,  ' ~ o s h e r ~  i n  1956. 
Male; S. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 72. "Falo." 

Cucurbitaceae 

Benincasa cer i fe ra  Savi. 
Male. W & G p. 73. Vufu." 

Ci t rul lus  coloc.ynthis Schrad.? 
Male. W & G p. 73. I'Kara. " 

Citrul lus  vulgaris Schrad. 
l~Commonly cul t ivated i n  t he  Archipelago." W & G p. 73. 



Cucumis s a t i n s  L. ... 

IYaLk; S. Mahlos; Kolumadulu; Miladumadulu. W & G p. 73. "Kekuri." 

Cucurbita maxima Duch. ? 
MalB; Addu. W & G p. 74. 

Cucurbita moschata Duch. 
Male; Addu. W & G p. 74, 

Cucurbita L. 
Mali. W & G p. 74. llBurubo." 

Luffa a e w t i a c a  Mill.? - 
Malcl. W & G p. 73. flTora." 

Momordica charantia L. 
Mald. W & G p. 73. "Fags." 

Trichosanthes cucumerina L. 
W. Mahlos; Addu. W & G p. 73. 

Lythraceae 

Lagerstroemia indica L. 
I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Posberg i n  1956. 

Lawsonia inermis L. 
Malt?, Malk, planted i n  park, Fosberg 36915. 

Leaves said  t o  be crushed i n  milk t o  impart red color t o  women's 
hands . 

 ale/; Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 71 a s  Lawsonia alba Lam. trHeenatt, YTnnapa.rt - 
Pemphis acidula Forst. 

Male, Kuda Bados I., abundant a t  top of beach, on sand, Fosberg 36891. 
y u r e d i u  wood used f o r  keels  of boats, 

Male; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; S. Mahlos; 81common i n  a l l  the 
Maldives." W & G p. 71. "Dhadukuradi", "Kuredi", I lKurad~ .~~  

Sonneratiaceae 

Sonneratia & J. Sm. 
Male; Addu; Miladumadulu. W & G p. 71 as  Sonneratia L. I1Kulowa. 

Punicaceae 

Punica granatum L. 
Malk, Ma16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected,  Fosberg i n  1956. 
~a1.6; N. Mahlos; S. Mahlos; Kolumadulu. W & G p. 72. ltAnnriru.u 

Rhizophoraceae 

Bruguiera cylindrica (L.) B1 .  
Mal6, Furannafuri I., common around sa l ine  pools near outer end of 

i s l e t ,  Fosberg 36903. IrKandu" embryo rad ic le  boiled and eaten. 
Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; ~iladumadulu. W & G p. 68 a s  Bruguiera 

caryophfloides B1. "Kandu." 



Rhizophora mucronata Lam. 
Addu; Suvadiva; "in damp jungle a l l  over t h e  group." W & G p. 68. 

Combretaceae 

Lumnitzera l i t t o r e a  ( ~ a c k )  Voigt 
Mal6. W & G p. 69 as Lumnitzera coccinea W. & A. 'tKandu.It 

h n n i t z e r a  racemosa Willd. 
Suvadiva. W & G p. 69. 

Terminalia catappa L. 
Mal6, Male I., occasional i n  scrub a t  top of seaward beach, Fosberg 

36833. W d i d i  . I t  

Male; Kolumadulu; Goifurfehendu; Suvadiva; Addu; abundant a l l  over the  
group. W & G p. 69. ltMidilill, ItMedili", ~~Dommadu", "Gobu." 

Lecythidaceae 

Barringtonia a s i a t i c a  (L.) Kurz . . .  
Male', Furannafuri I., thicket i n  from beach; Fosberg 36900. "Kimbi. 
Male; S. Mahlos; ~uvadiva; Addu. W & G p. 70 a s  Barringtonia 

speciosa Farst .  "Kimbi . " 
Myrtaceae 

Eugenia jambolana Lam, 
Male. W & G p. 70. f lLami . t '  

Eugenia jambos L. 
Mald; Addu. W & G p. 70. 'iJumbu?tl 

Eugenia javanica Lam. 
Male; Male' I., cult ivated,  Fosberg 36876. llJamburo.ll Frui t  eaten. 
Male'? W & G p. 70. "Jamburool. 

Eu enia malaccensis L, 
*; Addu. W b. G p. 70. %lumbu?tI 

Psidiwn guajava. L. 
~ a l k ,  Ma16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected,  Fosberg i n  1956. 
Mal6. W & G p. 70. 11~6ru. 

Araliaceae 

Polyscias au i l foy le i  (Bull) Bailey 
Haddumati. W & G p. 71r as  Aralia gui l foylei  F. von M. - 

Hyrsinaceae 

Ardisia humilis Vahl 
Suvadiva; Addu. W & G p. 79. 
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Sapotaceae 

Mimusops elengi L. 
Malk. W & G p. 80. "Munima." 

Oleaceae 

Jasminum auriculatum Vahl 
Mal6. W & G p. 80. "Kudima." 

Jasminum azoricum L. 
Mal6, Male I., cult ivated,  Fosberg 36881. lfGlenura ma." 

Jasminum of f ic ina le  f .  grandiflorum (L.) Kobuski 
Mal6, Ma14 I., cultivated, Fosberg 36882. "Wandu ma. " 

Nalk; S. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu. W & G p. 80 as  Jasminum 
grandif lorum L. lfHuwanduma. I f  

Jasminum sambac (L.) A i t .  
Mal6; S. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; Haddumati; Addu. W & G 

p. 80. "Irudemagg , "Re Irudema. " 
Apocynaceae 

Catharanthus roseus (L.) G. Don 
MalB, Malk I., cultivated, seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
Mald. W & G D. 81 a s  Vinca rosea L. ltMaliku ruva." 

Nerium indicum M i l l .  
Mal6, Ma16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 

Merium oleander L. 
Malg, Ma16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected,  Fosberg i n  1956. 

Ochrosia opposi t i fol ia  (Lam.) K. Schum. 
MalB, Ma16 I., occasional near outer beach, Fosberg 36824. igDumburi.N 
~ a l 6 ;  S. Mahlos, W & G p. 81 a s  Ochrosia borbonica Gmel. "Dhumburigg, 

"Dumburi . 
Plumeria obtusa L. 

Male', Ma16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 

Plumeria L. 
Mali; Kolumadulu. W & G a s  Plumeria acu t i fo l ia  Poir. "Gulu sampa", 

"Semper Beddha." P. 81. 

Thevetia peruviana (Pers. ) Merr. 
W & G p. 81 a s  Thevetia n e r i i f o l i a  Juss.? "Hinbatu. " - 

Asclepiadaceae 

Calotropis gigantea (Willd.) R. Br.  
M a l k ,  Malk I., common, Fosberg 36827. lfRuwa." . .  , 

Mal6. W & G p. 81. glRuvav, "Hudu ruvan, "Rua. " 



Convolwlaceae 

Convolvulus uarviflorus Vahl 
Mali.; S. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu; KolumaduLu; throughout t h e  group. 
W & G p. 84. "Walu mirihi." 

Evolvulus alsinoides L. 
Male; S. Mahlos; Haddumati, W & G p. 84. Weo magull, "Meia limbo. 

Hewittia bicolor W. & A. 
S. Mahlos. W & G p. 84. 

Ipomoea batatas  (L.) Poir. 
Male; Addu; throughout whole group. W & G p. 83. llOludukattala,ll 

Iuomoea l i t t o r a l i s  B1. 
Kolumadulu. W & G p. 84 as  Ipomoea denticulata Chois. 

aomoea pes-caprae (L. ) Sweet 
Mah; Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 8 4 . a ~  Ipumoea bi1oha:Eorsk. "Taburu", 

"Thaburu . 'I 
Ipomoea quamoclit L. 

Male. W & G p. 83. llKudil'aima-veyo.fl 

I~omoea tuba (Schlecht .) G. Don 
Male, Furannafuri I., very r a r e  i n  Cordia-Pemphis th icke t ,  s t e r i l e ,  

Fosberg 36902. 
Goifurfehendu; Addu. W & C p. 83 a s  Iuomoea grandiflora Lam. 

Ipomoea turpethum (L.) R. B r .  
Male. W & G p, 83. IfKurifila." 

Merremia dissecta (Jacq.) Hal1.f. 
Mal6, Male' I., climbing i n  scrub a t  top of seaward beach, Fosberg 36839. 

Trichodesma zeylanicum (L. ) R.Br. 
Mal6; N. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu; Addu. W & G p. 83. %alebu." 

Borraginaceae 

Cordia subcordata Lam. 
~ a l 6 ,  Furannafuri I., abundant i n  thickets  on very stony ground, r a r e  

on beaches, Fosberg 36905. "Kaani. l1 . ~ a l ; ;  Goifurf ehendu; KoLumadulu; Suvadiva. W & G p. 82. "Kani. " 

Messerschmidia argentea (L. f .) Johnst. 
Mal6, Kuda Bados I., occasional a t  top  of beach, ra re  inland, Fosberg 

36892. "Bori . fi 
Mal6; S. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; N. Mahlos. W & G p. 82 as  

Tournefortia argentea L.f. "Bori", Wabori." 



Solanaceae 

Capsicum frutescens L. 
Male, Kal6 I., cultivated, seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 

Probably thS s species. Hot pepper sauce very widely used i n  
Maldivian food . 

Capsicum ."~q5.1m_~ Rxb.  
Maid; G~i fur~ehendu;  Kolwadulu; Mahlos; Eiiiladumadulu. W & G p. 85. 

Wirus.  . . 

Datura metel L. - -- . .-- 
h l k ,  Malk I., spontaneous i n  waste places, Fosberg 368.42. "Hudu ~ r a n i .  " 
iv1al6; bfilad&dulu; Kolurcadulu; ~ d d u .  W & G p. 85 a s  Datura fastuosa L . 

"Orhani . 
Datura -- suaveolens H. & B. 

i%&. W & G p. g6. 

Nicotiana tabacuin L, 
Malg; Mahlos; Miladumadulu. W & G p. 86. llDumpai." 

Physalis minim L. 
Mas; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; sparsely i n  the  whole group. W & G 

p. 85. Wuraki . " 
Solanum melongena L. 

MalB; Kolumzdulu; Addu; cul t ivated i n  whole group. W & G p. 85.11~;2ri",tt~ara:' 

Verbenaceae 

Clerodendrum indicum (L.) Kuntze ? 
Male, Male I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 

Probably t h i s  species. 

Clerodendrum ,inerme (L. ) Gaertn. 
Mal6, Male I., occasional near outer beach, Fosberg 36825. "Dungeti .I1 

Mald. W & G p. 89. Wugetill, llDugajde . I t  

Lantana L. 
S. Mahlos; " a l l  over t he  north of t h e  Archipelago." W & G p. 87. 

Lippia nodiflora L. 
~ a l & ,  Male I., very general i n  open places, Fosberg 36858. I1hiri dati ."  
Malg; Kolumadulu; Addu. W & G p. 88. flHunigunditila. It  

Premna obtusifol ia  R. B r .  
~ a l & ,  Ma16 I., common i n  scrub a t  top  of seaward beach, Fosberg 36835. 

"Dakanda . I '  

Goifurfehendu; Suvadiva; N. Mahlos. W & G p. 88 as  Premna intenr i fol iaL.  
llKudell, "Gelavalie. 



Stachytar~he ta  .jamaicensis Vahl 
Mal6, Ma16 I., occasional i n  open places, Fosberg 36821. "Malemb~.~~ 
Hale/. W & G p. 88 as  Stachytarpheta indica var.  jamaicensis. 

Walaembutt , Wmnay. " - 
Tectona grandis L. 

Maid. W & G p. 88. 

Vitex yegundo L. 
Hale; S. Hahlos; Kolumadulu. W & G p. 88. I1Dunnika .I1 

Labiatae 

Anisomeles ovata R. B r .  - 
Malk; S. ~Mahlos; Goifurf ehendu; Kolumadulu; Addu. W & G p. 90. 

ltMuskotanlt, Waskota. If 

Leucas b i f lo ra  R. Br.  
Male; Suvadiva; Addu. W & G p. 90. "Veo miritt, ItVeo m i ~ i h i . ~ ~  

.. . 

Leucas zeylanica (L.) R. Br .  - 
Miladumadulu; "also in other is lands where yams a r e  cult ivated," 

W & G p. 90. 

Ocimum basilicum L. -, Male; N. Mahlos; S. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 89. 'Gandakoli. 

Ocimum gratissimum L. - 
~ a l e .  W & G p. 89. " ~ o n i t u l i .  

Ocimum sanctum L. - 
Malk, Ma16 I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 
Malk; N. Mahlos , W & G p. $9. l ~ ~ u l i t u l & t t ,  ttGai Kehabuli. " 

Plectranthus zeylanicus Benth.? 
Male; Haddumati; N. Nilandu. W & G p, 89. ltHwadukotuntl, "Huvaduka." 

Scrophulariaceae 

BacZlpa, monnieri (L. ) Pennell 
Male; Miladumadulu. W & G p. 86 a s  Herpestis monniera H.B. & K .  

I1Veppila. I t  

Bignoniaceae 

Tecom,* L. 
Male, Mali. I., cultivated, seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1956. 

Acanthaceae 

bar ler ia  p r ion i t i s  L. 
MalQ; IMiladumadulu; Goifurfehendu; I~ol.~madulu;~~cultivated everywhere.tt 

W & G p. 86. "Uai kurandu, It Wa ttwnbatt, "Hai kurudo." 



Jus t ic ia  procumbens L ,  
MalB. W & G p. 87. 

Pseuderanthemum car ru thers i i  Seem. 
Male, Ma16 I., cult ivated,  Fosberg 36878. 

Pseuderanthemum car ru thers i i  var . atropurpureum ( ~ ~ 1 1 )  Fosb. - 
Male', Male I., cult ivated,  seen but not collected, Fosberg i n  1'9'56. 

Ruellia ringens L. 
Mald; S. Mahlos; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; Haddumati. W & G p. 86. 

"Nita bodill, W.tu badi. 

parvif lora  Nees 
Mal6; Miladumadulu; Addu; Itfrequent i n  t h e  group". W & G p. 87. 

Rubiaceae 

Borreria ocymoides (l3urm.f. ) DC . 
S. k h l o s ;  "in many islands." W & G p. 76 as  Spermacoce oc.ymoides Burm.f 

Guettarda ?peciosa L. 
Male', Ma16 I., occasional i n  scrub a t  top  of seaward beach, Fosberg 

368%. n\iuni. 
Male/; S. Nahlos; Kolumadulu; "very common throughout t h e  group. " 

W & G p. 75. Wni.ll 

Hamelia patens Sw. 
Male. W & G p. 75. 

Hedyotis b i f lo ra  (L.) Lam. 
Male'; Goifurfehendu; S. Mahlos; Kolumadulu; "throughout t h e  group." 

W & G p. 75 a s  Oldenlandia b i f lo ra  L. llKudingaybelamaw,llEyaganawaturav, 
"Beem magu. 

Hedyotis corynbosa (L.) Lam.? 
MalB. lo] & G p. 75 as  Oldenlandia cor.mbosa L. 

Hedyotis umbellata (L.) Lam. 
Mal6, Ma16 I., common i n  grassy area on top of old fo r t ,  Fosberg, 36909; 

common i n  dense weedy sod back of beach, Fosberg 36857. "Em mudi." 
Male'; S. iuiahlos; Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 75 a s  Oldenlandia umbellata L. 

"Enunuli . 
Morinda c i t r i f  o l i a  L. 

Malk, Furannafuri I., occasional i n  coconut plantation,  Fosberg 36904. 
llAhi. I f  

Morinda c i t r i f o l i a  var .  bracteata H0ok.E. 
MalB, Kuda Bados I., occasj.ona1 i n  coconut plantation,  Fosberg 36888. 

flAhi. " 
Malg; Goifurf ehendu; Kolumadulu; 8. Nahlos. W & G p. 76. IIAhi." 



Goodeniaceae . .  . 

Scaevola ser icea Vahl 
MalB, Ma16 I., dominant i n  scrub a t  top  of seaward beach, Fosberg 

36834. Wagu." 
Male; Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; "the most numerous shrub i n  the  group." 

W & G p. 79 as  Scaevola koenigii Vahl. "&gu. 11 

Compositae 

Adenostemma viscosum Forst. 
Male; S. Mahlos; Kolumadulu; Goifurfehendu; Addu, W & G p. 77. 

"Foni-loli . '1 
Aneratum conyzoides L. 

Male; Haddumati. W & G p. 77. 1tKochch6-fai. fl 

Artemisia vulgaris L. 
MalB.  W & G p. 78. " ~ i r a ~ j k  K o c h ~ h e f a i . ~ ~  

Blumea membranacea DC. 
Kolumadulu; Haddumati. W & G p. 77. 

Eclipta alba (L.) Hassk. 
MalB; Kolumadulu. W & G p. 77. lXalukadili." 

Bnilia sonchifolia (L.) DC. 
MalC, ~ a l k  I., common i n  dense weedy sod back of beach, Fosberg 36855. 

A dwarfed f leshy form found also on Ceylon beaches. "Hiri Kulla." 
Mal6; Goifurfehendu; i n  S. of Archipelago. W & G p. 78. "Hirikulla. 

Lactuca polycephala Benth. 
Goifurfehendu. W & G p. 78. 

Launaea pinnatif ida Cass. 
Mal6; Ma16 I., common i n  grassy area on top of old f o r t ,  Fosberg 36910. 

"Hula f i l a . I t  Used a s  potherb. 
Male': Goifurfehendu; N,  I9ahlos. W & G p. 78. ItDandu f i l i a " ,  "Kaaapi1I, 

"Kulla f i l a  . I t  

Sgnedrella nodif lo ra  (L. ) Gaertn. 
Mali, Ma16 I., common loca l ly  i n  waste places, Fosberg 36851. 

"Mirihivan kandidi." 

Tithonia d ivers i fo l ia  A. Gray 
Ma%. W & G p. 78.  'lBodu-mirihi .I1 

Tridax procumbens L. 
Mald, Male I., very common generally, Fosberg 36865. Wavina." 

Vernonia cinerea (L.) Less. 
I.lal6, Malk I., common, Fosberg 36874. "Walu kafa.It 
Malg: S. Mahlos: Goifurfehendu; Kolumadulu; common throughout group. 



Wedelia bif lora  (L.) DC. ex Wight 
Max$, Male' I., common i n  inner  edges of scrub a t  top of seaward beach, 

Fosberg 36837. Wi r ih i .  
Male'; S. Mahlcs; Goifurfehendu; KoLmduLu; common i n  e n t i r e  group. 

W & G p, 77. ''Mirihi." 
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