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TABLE 4
Breeding habitat, lactation length, mass loss in relation to initial maternal mass and the mass-transfer index in phocids

Southern Northern
Species Hooded Harp Grey Harbor Elephant Elephant Ringed Weddell
Breeding habitat ....... .. ... .. . .. Floe Floe Land Land Land Land Fast ice Fast ice
ice ice

Lactation length (d) ......... ... .. . 4 12 18 24 24 27 39 53
Percentage of lactation studied (4) .. 100* 100? 83 79 100 78 100# 74
Maternal mass at parturition (kg) ... . 179 139 174 91 506 504 81 447
Percentage of maternal mass loss

OverAdA .................. .. .. .. 16° 27¢ 33¢ 33b 37¢ 33 31b 40°
Percentage of maternal mass loss over

80% of lactation ........... ... .. 13 22 32 33 30 34 25 43
Mass-transfer index (%)4 ........ ... 76 77 45-52 50 46 55 67 43-48
Maternal feeding during lactation . . . . No Yes No Yes No No Yes Suspected
Maternal cost over 80% lactation

WMJ/kg®) o C. 259 25.2 24.2 C 32.6 R .
Sources ................ ... ... ... 1 2,3 4,5 6 7 8 9 10, 11

Sources. 1, Bowen et al. (1987); 2, Kovacs et al. (1991); 3, Stewart (1986); 4, Fedak and Anderson (1982); 5, Anderson and Fedak (1987); 6, Present study; 7
McCann et al. (1989); 8, Costa et al. (1986); 9, Hammill et al. (1991); 10, Tedman and Green (1987); 11, Testa, Hill, and Siniff (1989).

* Age of pups not precisely known, but most of lactation likely covered.

P Cross-sectional data.

¢ Longitudinal data.

¢ Pup mass gain/maternal mass loss (kg/d).
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