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TUPPER SEMINAR 
Tue., Aug. 4, 4pm 
Patrick Krug 
Cal State LA  
Tupper Auditorium 
Challenging a paradigm of larval biology: 
evidence that species selection favors 
planktotrophy, not lecithotrophy

TUPPER PUBLIC TALK 
Wed., Aug. 5, 6pm 
Tony Coates 
Sub-Director Emérito de STRI 
Tupper Auditorium 
Herramientas de un geólogo para medir la 
edad del Istmo

BAMBI SEMINAR 
Thu., Aug. 6, 7:15pm   
Roland Kays 
North Carolina State University 
and Museum of Natural Sciences  
Barro Colorado Island 
Adaptations needed for carnivores to 
survive the Anthropocene

    
WHAT’S HAPPENING AT STRI?SEMINARS

Star gazing from the sea floor
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A brittle star’s “brain” extends 
from its central body into its 
arms. Decentralized process-
ing challenges scientists who 
try to understand how these 
sea creatures respond to their 
environment.  
Photo: Ophiocoma wendtii. 
By Sarah Davies, NOAA.

El “cerebro” de un ofiuro se 
extiende desde el centro de 
su cuerpo hacia sus brazos. El 
procesamiento descentralizado 
desafía a los científicos que 
tratan de entender cómo estas 
criaturas marinas responden a 
su entorno. 
Foto: Ophiocoma wendtii.  
By Sarah Davies, NOAA. 

Sea slug - Bocas del Toro. Photo by Chritian Ziegler / Babosa – Bocas del Toro Panamá. Foto por Christian Ziegler.

FIELD COURSES and SPECIAL EVENTS

Nudibranchs Workshop 
July 22 – August 6 
Contact person: Rachel Collin

University of California, Riverside Tropical Ecology field course 
July 26 - August 22 
Contact person: Louis Santiago

Golden Frog Festival 
August 14 - 30 
Contact person: Jimena Pitty



Celebración del día  
del niño en Punta Galeta
El domingo 19 de Julio, en el marco de los 15 años del Pro-

grama Educativo del Laboratorio Marino de Punta Galeta 

y del Día del Niño, nos visitaron 300 chiquitos en riesgo 

social de la provincia de Colón. 

Nuestros visitantes fueron  atendidos por el staff de Galeta, 

los niños disfrutaron de tours por los acuarios, senderos, 

jugaron con los payasos, comieron palomitas de maíz, al-

godón de azúcar y tuvieron mucha diversión. 

Este hermoso evento fue posible, gracias al Club de Leones 

de Sabanitas, Colon Container Terminal, J. Cain & Co., 

Transporte Roda, Colon Import & Export, Laura Benedetti 

(Club de Damas Jardineras de Colón), Rodeo Sport, RCN y 

Logistics Services.

Children’s Day Celebration  
at Galeta Point
On Sunday July 19, as part of the Galeta Point Marine 

Laboratory Education Program’s 15th anniversary and 

celebrating Children’s Day, we were visited by 300 young 

children in social risk from the province of Colon.

Hosted by the Galeta staff, the children enjoyed tours of 

the aquariums, trails, played with clowns, ate popcorn, 

cotton candy and had lots of fun.

This beautiful event was made possible thanks to the Lions 

Club, Sabanitas Chapter, Colon Container Terminal, J. 

Cain & Co., Transporte Roda, Colon Import & Export, 

Talleres Industriales, Laura Benedetti (Colon Gardening 

Club), Rodeo Sport, RCN and Logistics Services.



 

ARRIVALS

Andres Vega and  
Roman Nava-Landeros 
California State University 
Northridge 
Aislamiento genético y de 
comportamiento de la rana de  
ojos rojos 
Gamboa

Jeffrey Burchfield and Phillip Bitzer 
University of Alabama 
in Huntsville 
Ecology of Lightning in Tropical 
Forests 
Barro Colorado Island

Rogelio Luque-Lora 
University of Cambridge 
Assessing the importance of 
litterfall for tree growth and nutrient 
dynamics by a large scale litter 
removal experiment 
Barro Colorado Island

Ethan Van Arnam 
Harvard University 
Chemical ecology and specificity of 
symbiotic interactions in fungus-
growing ants 
Gamboa

Austin Carey 
University of Wyoming 
Ecosystem Services in the Panama 
Canal Watershed 
Agua Salud

Roland Kays 
North Carolina State 
University 
Food for thought: Does “smart 
foraging” explain how primates can 
afford big brains? 
Barro Colorado Island

Juan Villarreal  
Universite Laval 
Genomic scale study of symbiosis 
between plants and nitrogen-fixing 
cyanobacteria 
Tupper and Naos

Daniel Silva  
Universidad de Antioquia 
Morpho-anatomy and floral 
development Manekia naranjoana 
(C.DC.) Callejas 
Gamboa, Bocas del Toro, Tupper and 
Fortuna

 

Eric Alvarez 
Universidad de Panamá 
Neotropical Collections for 
Biodiversity Studies 
Tupper and Naos

Peter Marra 
Smithsonian Conservation 
Biology Institute 
Exploratory visits 
Gamboa and Barro Colorado Island
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DEPARTURES

Rachel Collin	  
To San Francisco, CA         
To speak at the Pan-American Society 
for Evolutionary Developmental 
Biology meeting 
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