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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT STRI?
FIELD COURSES

Princeton University - Semester in the field	  
Contact person: Lolly O’Brien	  
Feb 3 - Apr 30

GIS and R - Statistic workshop	  
Contact person: Richard Condit 
Feb 11 - Feb 13

MarineGEO Workshop 
Contact person: Rachel Collin 
Mar 1 - Mar 13

SEMINARS

BEHAVIOR DISCUSSION 
GROUP MEETING 
Tue, Feb. 10, 2pm
John Ratcliffe
University of Toronto
Tupper Large Meeting Room
Tuned to your frequency, jamming 
your signal: tiger moths in the face 
of bats

TUPPER SEMINAR
Tue, Feb. 10, 4pm
John Ratcliffe
University of Toronto
Tupper Auditorium
Constraints and convergence:  
echolocation in bats and whales 
when tracking prey

BAMBI SEMINAR
Thu, Feb. 12, 7:15pm  
Krista Patriquin
University of Toronto 
Mississauga
Barro Colorado Island
Causes and consequences of  
fission-fusion dynamics in bats

Orchid bees in the fast lane
Full story: www.stri.si.edu



REUNITED
STRI staff scientist Richard Cooke (L) caught up 
with his Ph.D. adviser, Warwick Bray, during a 
workshop hosted by Dumbarton Oaks Research 
Library and Collection and STRI. Bray, who 
is an Emeritus Professor of Latin American 
Archaeology at University College London, said 
Cooke has made an important contribution to 
local appreciation for Panama’s rich prehistory, 
pioneered a multidisciplinary approach to 
archaeology and helped to demonstrate that 
Panama was not just a transit zone in pre-
Columbian times, but in fact was home to large 
groups of indigenous people.

REUNIDOS
El científico del Smithsonian en Panamá 
Richard Cooke (izq.) se encontró con su asesor 
de doctorado, Warwick Bray, durante un taller 
organizado por la Biblioteca Investigación y 
Colección Dumbarton Oaks y el Smithsonian. 
Bray, quien es profesor emérito de Arqueología 
de América Latina en el University College 
de Londres, comentó que Cooke ha hecho 
una importante contribución a la apreciación 
local de la rica prehistoria de Panamá, ha sido 
pionero en un enfoque multidisciplinario a la 
arqueología y ayudó a demostrar que Panamá 
no era sólo una zona de tránsito en la época 
precolombina, sino que en realidad era el hogar 
de grandes grupos de personas indígenas.
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Nathan Jud (R), a postdoctoral researcher 
at the University of Florida, searches for 
fossilized plants in the Culebra Cut section 
of the Panama Canal during a Network for 
Neotropical Biogeography conference field trip 
on Jan. 14, 2015. The group includes Bruce 
McFadden (green hardhat), of the Florida 
Museum of Natural History who is one of 
the five co-principal investigators on a large 
paleontological project made possible by the 
Panama Canal expansion and an NSF grant, 
Panama PIRE. STRI hosted 60-plus participants 
at the fourth NNB meeting.

Nathan Jud (der.), investigador postdoctoral 
en la Universidad de Florida, busca plantas 
fosilizadas en Corte Culebra, Canal de Panamá 
durante una excursión de la conferencia de 
la Red de Biogeografía Neotropical (NNB por 
sus siglas en inglés), en esta imagen del 14 
de enero de 2015. El grupo incluye a Bruce 
McFadden (casco verde), del Museo de Historia 
Natural de Florida, quien es uno de los cinco 
investigadores co-principales en un gran 
proyecto paleontológico que ha sido posible 
gracias a la ampliación del Canal de Panamá y 
una subvención de la NSF. El proyecto que lleva 
el nombre de PIRE Panamá. El Smithsonian 
fue anfitrión de más de 60 participantes en la 
cuarta reunión del NNB.

CANAL FOSSIL FIELD TRIP GIRA DE CAMPO EN EL CANAL
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Torrey Rodgers
Utah State University
Using invertebrates to sample 
vertebrates: a novel molecular technique 
for research and monitoring of 
vertebrate diversity using DNA from 
carrion-flies
Naos Marine Lab and Barro Colorado 
Island 

Laura Toro
Universidad de Antioquia
Ecosystem Services in the Panama 
Canal Watershed
Panama

Lars Abromeit
GEO Magazine, Gruner + Jahr
PN Coiba BIOLITZ
Panama

Spencer Ingley
Brigham Young University
The Temporal Evolution of 
Reproductive Barriers in Brachyrhaphis 
fishes (Poeciliidae)
Panama

Krista Patriquin and John Ratcliffe
University of Toronto

Katrine Hulgard
University of Southern Denmark
Predator foraging behavior
Gamboa, Barro Colorado Island and 
Panama

 

ARRIVALS DEPARTURES

Jefferson Hall	
To Arlington, VA 
For the NSF Principle Investigators 
meeting

Owen McMillan
To Washington, DC      
To attend the BioGenomics 
Executive Committee Meeting

Héctor Guzmán	
To Lima, Perú and Quito, Ecuador      
To visit octocoral collections at 
Universidad San Cayetano Heredia 
(Lima) and Museo Ecuatoriano 
Ciencias Naturales (Quito)

Rachel Collin	
To Bocas Del Toro   
To oversee administration of the 
Bocas  Research Station
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