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It has been most appropriately assig-ned to those who saw, and were

privileged to see, more of Doctor Goode than myself, in his domestic life

and in daily official intercourse, to speak of his virtues and his most

charming and lofty traits as a man; and to speak of him in his chosen

field of science must be assigned to those who do not, like myself, stand

outside of the pale of scientific attainment. The somewhat humbler part

is mine to speak of Doctor Goode in those relations in life in which he

was probably less known and less thought of than as a man of science or

in other fields of his distinguished attainment.

The German professor, of whom it is related that on his deathbed he

mourned the waste of his life work in expending his energies on the

entire Greek language instead of concentrating them on the dative case,

gives a ludicrous and extreme illustration of that necessity for division

of labor and of specialization which all men recognize in this age of

ours. In the field of intellectual, as in that of mechanical, occupation,

the "jack-of-all -trades" is master of none; and while the rule for the

intellectual man and for the great student nmst always be to endeavor

to know everything of something and something of everything—at least

of everything connected with that something—it is becoming more and
more difficult in the compass of human life and human attainment to

live up to that rule.

Doctor Goode was honored in his own country and in other coiuitries

as an eminent man of science, and deservedly so honored, and his lasting

fame must rest upon his solid and substantial contributions to science

and the advancement of human knowledge, on his eminent success as an

administrator of scientific organizations, and on that work which all his

life shows to have been most congenial to him—the bringing of science

down to the interest and instruction of the people.

He was a richly endowed man, first with that capacity and that

resistless bent toward the work in which he attained his great distinction

that made it a perennial delight to him; but he was scarcely less richly
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endowed in his more unpretending and large human sympathies, and it

was this latter that distinguished him as a citizen and a historian.

It has been said time and again, with more or less truth, of the great

English universities, and possibly of similar great schools in our own

country, that they tend to make a caste, and that men who come out

from them find themselves separated from the great mass of their fellow-

citizens, out of sympathy with the thought, the action, and the daily life

of the generation in which they move. This certainly could never be

said of Doctor Goode. As a citizen he was full of patriotic American

enthusiasm. He understood, as all must understand who look with

seriousness upon the great problems that confront a free people and who
measure the difficulties of those problems—he understood that at least

one preparation for the discharge of the duties of American citizenship

was the general education of the people, and so he advocated as far as

possible bringing within the reach of all the people not only the oppor-

tunities but the attractions and the incitements to intellectual living.

It was one of his favorite ideas that there should be in every town,

and even in the villages of the country, at least some sort of a library,

at least some sort of a reading room, at least some sort of a museum,

to quicken and generate the intellectual life of that community, and

possibly to stimulate men to the high career which he and others like

him have been stimulated to from such beginnings.

But Doctor Goode knew also that mere education—literary or scien-

tific—whatever it might do for the individual, however much of power

or di.stinction it might give to him, and however much of personal enjoy-

ment and luxury it might bring to him, is not the only thing required to

make an American citizen, and I am .satisfied that the work which he

did in the field of American history was connected, closely connected,

with this general idea. It is not only that we have free institutions in

this country, it is not only that we have universal education, at least

within the reach of the people of this country; we have as our chief reli-

ance for success in the future, as it has been our chief safety in the past,

the rich political heritage of hundreds of years' training in these institu-

tions, and Doctor Goode, with the quick and warm sympathies of the

man and of the historian, seems to have felt that he could do no greater

service to the people of his day and generation and to his country than

in the most attractive and concrete way (if I may so express it) to lead

the young men of this country to the study of the history of the past

—

to the deeds and the writings of the great men to whom we owe the

foundation and the perpetuation of our institutions. This was probably

somewhat the result of his personal sympathies, feeling that what
influenced him would influence others, and it was a wise and proper

conclusion.

The study of the past, the study of the lives of those who have been
eminent and useful men in the past, is a potent influence on high, intel-
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ligent, patriotic effort in the present. The noblesse oblige of a patriotic

and substantial ancestry, not only for the individual but for the country

itself, is a power whose influence we can scarcely exaggerate. I have

thought, as I have visited the great universities of England and seen in

their common halls, where once a day the students meet to partake of

one meal at least in connnon, as upon their walls I have seen in living

canvas the portraits of the great men of their special colleges—of Isaac

Barron, Thomas Baljington Macaulay, and all the English bishops at

Trinity—and each exhil)iting groups of those who have risen to useful-

ness and done great deeds in literature, in science, in pul)lic life, in war,

or in any of the elements and fields of English greatness, that there was

a mute appeal to every Englishman from those walls to be worthy of his

country and of his college.

It must have been something of this idea that induced the old Roman
to place in the entrance to his house the effigies of every member of his

family who had borne a high office in the state. As his son came in and

out of that house, he passed between effigies, as lifelike as Roman art

could make them, of every member of that family who had held a high

office, or magistracy, in the Roman commonwealth. He was stimulated

to patriotism by the examples of his fathers—of those who had led

armies, of those who had extended the limits of the empire, of those

who had triumphed on returning from foreign fields of conquest and vic-

tory, of those wdiose names were revered in the annals of his country

—

and so it must have been, consciously or unconsciously, some feeling of

this kind that seems almost from Doctor Goode's youth to have led him

into the field of genealogical inquiry and study, led him into the field of

historic study, grouping his studies, as he seems to have done, around

great and inspiring characters.

Perhaps no family in this country has had so perfect a book, so com-

plete a study of all of its branches, as Doctor Goode gave to the family

whose name he bore in that book entitled Virginia Cousins, and it is

especially gratifying to me to know that Virginia history, so much
neglected, was perhaps the favorite field of Doctor Goode's study and

investigation. He was a student of the writings of Washington, and

gathered all the material he could find about that great Virginian. He
was a student of the writings of Jefferson; he was a student of the lives

of other distinguished men of that old Connnonwealth, and I am told

that he had in contemplation the publication of a book to be called

Virginia Worthies, in w^iich doubtless he w^ould have tried to give

the proper standing to tliat minor and second class of Virginia's great

men of whom the country at large knows .so much less to-day than it

ought to know.

Not only, however, in the stud}- of the men and the history of the

Commonwealth from which in one line of his ancestry he was sprung

was Doctor Goode a student. He was a student of American history at
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large. He was one of the Council of the American Historical Associa-

tion, and it was particularly through his efforts that the connection

between that association and the vSmithsonian Institution was brought

about. He was one of the organizers here but a few months ago of the

Southern History Association, and took great interest in the work that

is projected by it. He was connected with the great organizations, the

Sons of the American Revolution and the Sons of the Revolution, presi-

dent of the first and vice-president of the other, and not as a mere office-

holder, not as a mere member, but as a zealous, enthusiastic, intelligent

worker.

But Doctor Goode was not only a historian in this respect and in

this peculiar wa3^ He was also a historian of science, and he seems here

likewise to have followed the same general idea of grouping scientific

history—the history of scientific progress—around the particular men
and individuals connected with that progress.

I am assured by those who are more capable of speaking authoritatively

on such a subject than I am, that in certain papers of his, partly pub-

lished, and partly as 3^et unpublished, he has given us the most interest-

ing and instructive history yet produced of the progress of science in the

United States ; so that it is not attributing to Doctor Goode a novel and

undeserved character to speak of him to-night as a historian. Had his

life been spared, in his peculiar way, in his own personal and attractive

maimer, he would doubtless have made most substantial contributions to

the study of American history, and I can not doubt, as I have already

said, that in doing this he was impelled by the patriotic idea that he was
helping to build up a strong American intelligent citizenship in the

country he loved so well.


