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of additional levels like the layers of an onion. And,
like an onion, peeling away the layers of bias
leaves nothing. No matter how hard we try, we are
testing cultural awareness, not intelligence. There
is no such thing as measuring pure thinking ability
because all tests (and probably all thought itself)
build on cultural categories just as all language
builds on conventional grammar rules. I personally
have been able to dissect every test question | have
seen in this manner and I invite you and your
students to try. It is a real learning exercise. Ask
yourselves what unspoken American assumptions
each question makes beyond its obvious cultural
content.

Awareness of the real depth of cultural differences
is both frightening and exhilarating. It is
frightening because it raises the specter of greater
complexity in dealing with others and greater
humility and flexibility about our own assumptions.
The excitement comes from contemplating how our
lives could be enriched. Think of how dull our
food, our music or our dress would be without the
enormous recent influx of foreign influence. Is that
all that other cultures have to offer? Medical
anthropologists and doctors are discovering
important new (to us) ways to think about and treat
disease processes and illness by looking at
traditional healers in other cultures. And, for all of
our emphasis on "family values," we have much to
learn (including new ways to think) from cultures
in which families and the associated values play a
far larger role. Imagine the ways that other aspects
of our lives and thoughts could be enlarged if we
opened ourselves to real multiculturalism.
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