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Activities include learning what artifacts are
and how archaeologists learn to identify their
attributes and functions (Activity 1. What is an
Artifact); the difference between practical and
symbolic objects (Activity 2. Symbolic versus
Practical Objects); how archaeologists survey
and collect materials (Activity 3. Picnic
Ground Archaeology); how archaeologists use
stratigraphy to date objects (Activity 4.
Garbage Can Archaeology), excavation
procedures including field notes and artifact
sketches (Activity 5. Simulated Archaeological
Dig); prehistoric pottery making techniques
(Activity 6. Pottery Making); prehistoric use
of natural resources (Activity 7. Resources for
Tools and Shelter); environment as the source
for satisfying basic human needs (Activity 8.
Resources for Food); identifying animal
skeletal materials (Activity 9. Bird
Identification); archaeological ethics and law
(Activity 10. Archaeology and You).

Overall, Discovering Archaeology, An Activity
Guide for Educators is an excellent addition to
the growing list of high quality archaeology
materials for the precollege classroom. Such
materials respond to the growing interest
among educators and students in including
more archaeology in the precollege
curriculum--in units, for example, focusing on
prehistory, heritage studies, local history,
Native Americans, and the environment. For
all levels, from elementary through high
school, this book can assist the precollege
classroom teacher interested in introducing
archaeology to young students.

Ruth O. Selig






