


"Europe Dominates the World,” and
"Europe’s Decline and Triumph." The other
areas of the world are studied in light of
Europe’s scientific and political innovations.

Another possible bias of some texts is to
present Europe always in conflict with
Third World countries. For example,
Europeans are seen as the only colonial
aggressors in modern history; colonialism
on the part of the U.S., Soviet Union, Japan,
or China is ignored. Some texts also present
all problems in the Third World as caused
by colonial experiences.

Are the behaviors in countries other than
Canada, the U.S., and Europe seen as exotic
or strange? Global Insights occasionally
suggests that other countries have dress
codes, strange eating habits, and exotic
customs of gift-giving as if none exist in the
US. Do authors really believe that a
corporate lawyer in New York or
Washington, D.C. can wear anything she
likes to the office? Examples that avoid
this prejudice include a discussion of the
Shang dynasty in China where a question
"was inscribed on a polished piece of bone
or shell, and heat applied to the bone to
make it crack. The shape, arrangement and
direction of the cracks were interpreted for
the ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ answer. Similarly, teacups
and palms are ‘read’ in the United States
today for answer to questions about the
future" (Global History, p. 312). A caption
under a picture reads "This [doctor] is using
acupuncture anesthesia. This form of
ancsthesia has sparked much interestamong
doctors in the United States and Europe"
(p. 365). In explaining a culture trait, World
Geography Today notes that "a typical
American teenager catsdinner with a knife,
fork,and spoon. However,a typical Chinese
tcenager eats with chopsticks, and
Malaysian teenagers are comfortable eating
with their fingers. Nonetheless, each trait
is considered the best method in its own
culture" (p. 87).

An imbalance between urban and rural life
1s another possible bias. In addition, a text
should not have people from a particular
country or even continent, for that matter,
presented as the same throughout the
country. Similarly, differences may be seen
only in monolithic terms such as Christians
versus Moslem areas or a global "East Asia"
combining China and Japan. In Global
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Insights, a sari is supposed to identify a
person from India, yet clothing of Indian
women differs greatly by region.

Another problem is that differences may
be seen as existing only in the past. Global
Insights implies that if people from China,
Japan,and Africa had different historiesall
those people would be just like us. If only
the British had never entered the picture,
the Chinese (and the Africans--who are
treated as if they are all the same) would be
like the Americans. This suggests that there
are no substantive differences in values
among peoples of the world. Does a balance
exist between the views of outsiders and
insiders. For example, Global Insights uses
primary source material including some
written by natives of the region under
discussion. In the section on India, for
example, the quotations are extremely well-
balanced including observations by both
native and outside scholars.

In spite of the emphasis so far on
understandingculturaldifferences,a multi-
cultural text should not only emphasize
differences. Any studentshould come away
from her reading able to answer just how
the other peoples differ from Americans
and how they are the same.
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