








Anthro Notes

("Infant Mortality" continued from p.6)

How would you describe the household
makeup these women belong to?

There are more women raising children in
a matrifocal household than in a household
with a conjugal pair, I mean any kind of
conjugal pair. There were not more than
three households out of the 210 I looked at,
where women were married and living with
their partner and raising their child.
Everyone else was divorced, separated, or
sometimes living with mother and father,
mother and boyfriend, grandmother and
grandfather. Of the conjugal pairs, almost
none were the woman and her partner, but
rather an aunt and an uncle or somebody
else, usually of an ascending generation.

Do you have much hope for the future of
these women and future generations?

The problem of maternal and infant health
care is always going to be present. What
gets attention and money are waves of
lifestyle epidemics, first heroin, then crack.
It seems like every cataclysm in lifestyle
that the United States goes through
eventually hits the inner city Black
community the hardest. That’s where the
money goes, but underlying this is a
constant need for prenatal care and its
availability. Cocaine babies actually havea
reduction of brain cells at birth. This drug
causes permanent organic damage, and it’s
| not going to go away. The damage it causes
i will show up in kindergarten, in grade
school, in later divorce rates. We need to
understand that culture, or ethnic group,
influences drug-taking. Culture tells you
why you drink, or why you take crack.
What I am so concerned about in terms of
public relations on this issue, is that your
average middle class suburbanite has no
notion that he or she is the one paying for
the crack babies, through taxes, through loss
of productivity, through the diminishment
of what I call the "public good."
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