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Functions assessed usin the NGM approach fall into three categories (hydrological, 
biogeochemical, biologicalhabitat) and they are conceptually representative of ecological 
conditions of a wetland at the time it was sampled, Functional Capacity Index scores and 
Variable Subindices are useful not only in determining existing wetland conditions but also in 
wetland restoration and mitigation. 

One of the strengths of the HGM approach is that it not only can be used to assess overall 
wetland conditions but the data can be analyzed to determine which variables differ from 
reference conditions in each wetland or groups of wetlands. We will use matrices of Functional 
Capacity hdex scores and Variable Subindex values to provide a detailed analysis of conditions 
for depressional and riverine subclasses of wetlands in the watershed. For example, wetland 
fiaPlctions dbr depressional wetlands in the watershed might score high for a hydrology function 
(eg., the quantitative score for the h c t i o n  would be near the maximum value of 1.0). The same 
wetlands, however, might score low for one of the biologicalhabitat functions (e.g., the 
quantitative scores for the ction would be near the minimum value of 0.0). The Variable 
Subindex values can be an ed to determine why the Functional Capacity Index score was low. 
Continuing with the same example, it might be found that the wetlands which scored low for a 
biological/habitat function had all been converted from forested wetlands to wetlands dominated 
by weedy herbaceous species and they all also had low Variable Subindex values for 
microtopography (i.e., the wetlarids had been smoothed mechanically by farming activities). 
This approach will allow us t a detailed analysis of conditions in the watersh e 

tive of both variables ions. Further descriptions of the application of 
es of its application can be found in Wkeinhakdt et aI. (1 8W), Ainslie et a1.m press) and 
a d t  et al. (51 review). 
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