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INTRODUCTION 

As with so many ambitious works in ornithology, Alexander Wet- 
more's Birds of the Republic of Panama unfortunately required more 
than a lifetime to complete. Those of us around the Division of Birds 
who were privileged to work with Dr. Wetmore could only hope that he 
would live to see his magnum opus finished, but even his indefatigable 
constitution inevitably gave way to the attrition of time. He was 86 
years old in 1972, when Part 3 appeared, and it is a tribute to his en- 
durance that he proceeded as far with the manuscript for Part 4 as he 
did. When his health failed, he had prepared accounts for almost all 
of the "ten-primaried oscines." Alexander Wetmore died at his home 
on December 7, 1978, at the age of 92 after a long illness. 

Dr. Wetmore's colleague and friend of long standing, S. Dillon Rip- 
ley, Secretary of the Smithsonian Institution, approached me, when it 
became certain that Dr. Wetmore would be unable to continue his 
studies, to inquire into the feasibility of completing Part 4 of Birds of 
the Republic of Panama. I agreed to be responsible for the identifica- 
tion of specimens and for systematic decisions, provided someone else 
could be found to compile the species accounts and descriptions that 
remained to be done. Happily for all concerned, we were able to enlist 
the services of Mr. Roger F. Pasquier, who has attended this task with 
determination and assiduity. 

In addition to the large collections that Dr. Wetmore himself had 
made in Panama, he worked simultaneously upon extensive collections 
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from Colombia obtained by M. A. Carriker. When I began work on 
the project, there still remained thousands of specimens of nine- 
primarled oscines and a few other families from Panama and Colom- 
bia that had not been identified or incorporated in the main collections. 
I have evaluated the geographic variation in each of these remaining 
species and have made all of the decisions about subspecific limits. In 
some instances I was not able to recognize taxa that are currently held 
to be valid, whereas in others I was able to discern undescrlbed sub- 
species. Most major innovations I have proposed elsewhere in technical 
journals. I have made no attempt to try to guess how Dr. Wetmore 
might have interpreted each species; therefore, the systematics used 
in the section from the Ptilogonatidae onward is mine alone. An ex- 
ception is made for the subspecies of North American migrants, where 
I have deferred to the judgment of my colleagues John W. Aldrich, 
M. Ralph Browning, and Allan R. Phillips, each of whom has been 
consulted regarding particular taxa. 

Any sequence of species is bound to be to some extent arbitrary. 
Because Ridgely (1976) followed the sequence that Dr. Wetmore had 
used in the first three volumes of this series, we have simply adopted 
the sequence of species in Ridgely for the present volume, in order to 
make the two works compatible. Exceptions are Donacobius, now 
placed at the beginning of the Troglodytidae, Myadestes, which ap- 
pears in the Ptilogonatidae, and Spiza, which now leads off the Icter- 
idae. The artificial family "Coerebidae" we have placed after the 
Thraupidae, in which family most of the coerebid genera properly be- 
long. Although we have included the Cyclarhidae and Vireolaniidae in 
the Vireonidae, and the Zeledoniidae in the Parulidae, this has not af- 
fected the sequence of species. 

As mentioned, Dr. Wetmore had completed his studies on the taxa 
up to the Ptilogonatidae, and this portion of the text we have attempted 
to leave as intact as possible, although the effort has been made to in- 
clude information published since the manuscript was originally com- 
pleted. Mr. Pasquier has assembled the species accounts from the field 
notes and bibliographic index left by Dr. Wetmore and from the sub- 
sequent literature. Because so much of the information comes directly 
from Dr. Wetmore's field notes, the first person singular has been re- 
tained throughout, which also conforms with the first part of the vol- 
ume, written by Dr. Wetmore alone. In places I have interjected my 
own comments, these being initialled and set off in brackets. Citations 
of "in litt." refer to correspondence received by either Pasquier or Ol- 
son, unless indicated otherwise.   From the Ptilogonatidae onward, all 
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descriptions and measurements were made by Mr. Pasquier. Spanish 
names through the Ptilogonatidae are from Dr. Wetmore's manuscript, 
with occasional modification by Eugene Eisenmann; the remaining 
Spanish names were kindly provided by Drs. Pedro Galindo and Eu- 
storgio Mendez of the Gorgas Memorial Laboratory in Panama. Al- 
though the Canal Zone no longer exists as a political entity, we have 
continued to use this designation to reflect the localities that appear on 
specimen labels and to be consistent with the remainder of this series. 

Several species belonging to families treated in the first three vol- 
umes have subsequently been found in Panama for the first time. Ac- 
counts of these species appear in an appendix. As in the earlier volumes, 
accounts of species whose presence in Panama has not been supported 
by specimens are bracketed, and literature citations appear within the 
text. We have resorted so frequently to Ridgely's indispensible Guide 
to the Birds of Panama (Princeton University Press, Princeton, N. J., 
1976), that this reference is cited simply as "Ridgely, 1976," with the 
appropriate page number. 

Dr. Wetmore originally intended to include a complete bibliography 
as well as an account of the history of ornithology in Panama, but we 
have not attempted to provide either and have settled simply for finish- 
ing the species accounts. A gazetteer is in preparation to be published 
separately. As we could not hope to emulate the devotion that Dr. Wet- 
more invested in the production of the first three volumes in this series, 
we can only trust that the ultimate result will be judged better than 
nothing at all. 
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ciencies and also to render the color frontispiece. Finally, it should be 
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couragement of S. Dillon Ripley, this volume would never have been 
completed. 

STORRS L. OLSON 
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Washington, D. C. 
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Order PASSERIFORMES 

Family HIRUNDINIDAE: Swallows, Golondrinas 

The swallow family, almost worldwide in its distribution, has 11 
species found regularly in Panama. All are birds of active flight that 
feed on insects captured mainly on the wing. Winter migrants from the 
north include 6 kinds, one of them, the Rough-winged Swallow, also 
represented by a local race that nests widely through the Isthmus. Two 
others, less numerous, are recorded as visitors from South America 
during the months of southern winter, one of them—the Blue-and- 
white Swallow—also with a resident subspecies in the western high- 
lands. The Southern Martin of southern South America is definitely 
known from a single specimen record in eastern San Bias. The Cave 
Swallow is reported only from a specimen of uncertain history. 

Migrant flocks of swallows during the months of northern winter 
may include large numbers of a single kind, but it is usual to see 2 or 
more species in mixed company, joined where insects are abundant 
through this common source of food. While most common in the low- 
lands, swallows may be found in open lands at any elevation. The north- 
ern migrants, especially the Barn Swallow, most abundant in western 
Panama, often gather at dusk in large groups to sleep in growths of 
rushes in marshy areas or in sugarcane. Mixed with others of the 
family, they range in companies through the day. The Brown-chested 
Martin, a southern season migrant, late April to October, from Brazil 
and Argentina, gathers at night to sleep in trees (at least in its breeding 
range) in large assemblages. It appears that this species, now common, 
may have extended its winter range to Panama within recent years, 
as it was not reported by the early naturalists who made collections and 
observations in its present isthmian range. 


